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PROPOSITION. 


T HE Book of Baruch, the Scribe of the 

Prophet Jeremiah, with the Epiftle of pi- 
Jeremiah himfelf, thereto annexed , 
written in Hebrew and are autbentidf^^^^jd^g^ 
<tnd genuine Records * arid were part of the 
brew, as well as of the Hellenift Cx«om of the 
Teflamevx, till the third or fourth Centuries of Chri- v ’/ > ^ufgp' 
fiiartttj. ^jEssr 

The Reafbns of this Proportion are thefe: 

(1.) This Book evidently appears to have been 
Written originally in Hebrew, by the numerous 
oriental Ways of Speaking, or Hebraifms which 
Occur in it: and which, I believe, never occur 
in frfch a Manner, and in fuch a Number in any 
Book, written Originally in Greek. This is, in 
effedt, confefs’d by Qrotius , (who yet fuppofes it 
at firft written in Greek, notwithftanding -,) by 
the feveral Examples himfelf produces of the He¬ 
braifms therein contain’d, in his Notes Upon it. 

See thole Notes on Chap. 1.i. 6 . 20., II. 21, 22. 

27, 28. III. 2?. 32, 33. IV. 22. V. 2. VI. 6 : 

Which internal Character is too ftrong to be op¬ 
pos’d by the mere Guefles and Imaginations of 
Qrotius , or Of any of the Moderns •, while they 
appear intirely deftitute of any \realEvidence for 
fuch their Guefles and Imaginations. 

(2.) The Publick Records of the Jemfalerh Jews, 
in the Days of Jonathan the High-Prieft, or in the 
144 th Year before the Chriftian iEra, mention’d in 

B the 
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the beginning of the fecond Boole of Maccabees , 
(which will tnemfelves hereafter be proved to be 
genuine*) ftrongly confirm the Genuinenefs of 
• this Book of Baruch. For thofe jews do there 
allure us, that. It was found in thofe Records, that 
1 Mm. ii. Jeremy the Prophet gave the Babylonian Captives 
i, a. the Law [of Mofes and charged them that Jlmli 
come afterwards not to forgefr the Commandments of 
the Lord:——And with other fucb Speeches exhort - 
V. 3. ed he them, that the Law Jhould not depart from 
their Hearts. Which feems plainly to be no o- 
ther than that folemn Exhortation which we meet 
with in Baruch iii. 9.— iv. 7. which) we fhall loon 
fee was of old cited as Jeremiah’s own. They allb 
allure us-, that the fame Prophet charged them, that 
V. a they Jhould vot err in their Minds, when they faw 
Images of Silver and Gold, with their Ornaments 
Which feems plainly to be no other than the vi. 
of Baruch, or the Epijile of Jeremiah to the Jews 
going into Babylonia: it being diredtly and in- 
tirely on that very Subject *, and diredtly quoted 
by the Ancients, as belonging to Jeremiah: as 
we fhall fee prefently. I fay nothing here of the 
Reference fome Things in the Prophet .Jijdras, 
have to the like Pallages in our Baruch, though, 
of no fmall Authority* becaufe it is not evident 
whether the Reference be not made vice verfa. 

(3.) That this Book of Baruch was, in the firffc 
Century, extant in Hebrew, appears by Jofephus’s 
own Account of Baruch himfelf, in thefe Words : 
Baruch, the Son of Neri, was of a very eminent 
x. Family ; and was in an extraordinary Degree learn- 
JI ’ ed in the Language of his Country. Which two 
Characters feem to me to imply, that Jojephus 
read that Genealogy of Baruch, which is ftill at 
the beginning of this Book i and that this Book 
of Baruch which he read, was written in the Lan¬ 
guage 
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gtiage df his Country, or in Hebrew alfo. Nor can 
we fuppofe that either Baruch, or Jeremiah,cou\& 
evfcr write in any other Language than Hebrew or 
Chaldee. And indeed I cannot eaiily imagine, that 
Jofephus could give Baruch fo eminent a Charac¬ 
ter tor his great Skill in Hebrew, only from what 
is extant in our Copies of Jeremiah , that he was. 
fometimes a Scribe, or Afnanuenfis, to Jeremiah j 
and that when Jeremiah read, or pronounced all 
the Words of certain Prophefies unto him with bis 
Mouth, he wrote them with Ink in the Book. Such 
writing might fhew Baruch to be a good Penman j 
but would difcover little or nothing of his Skill 
in the Hebrew-Tongue. • 

(4.) There is extant another Epiftle, with its 
Poftfciipt aferibed to this very Baruch, direded 
to the nine Tribes and an half in their Captivity j 
preferv’d in Syriack, and inferted into our Poly- 
glott, and thence to be fet down prefently in Eng- 
lijh: which feveral times cites or alludes to this 
Book of Baruch as genuine $ and as written by him- 
felf alfo. So that if this Syriack Epiftle prove 
genuine, as I fhall hereafter fhew it to be, there 
can be little doubt but the Book before us is alfo 
genuine. 

(5.) The Prophecy of Jeremiah is by all acknow¬ 
ledg’d apart of the old Hebrew Canon of the Pews. 
Now that under this Prophecy were included of 
old. The Lamentations, Baruch, and the Epiftle of 
Jeremiah, is evident by almoft all the Greek 
and Latin Copies of the Old Teftament, ultimate¬ 
ly deriv’d from the Hebrew Copies themfelves * 
and by the ancient Catalogues of the Books of 
the Old Teftament, from the earlieft Antiquity 5 
as Dr. Hodf s eompleat Collection of them, at the 
end of his Book about the Septuagint, ©V. p. 644 
——C64. to be hereafter fet down in part, does 
B 2 bear 
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< 4 > 

bear witnelfi. Hoy i6 there any Rea Ion to fup* 
pofe, that it was otherwife an the Jerusalem 
Canon, or Catalogue of lacred Books read in the 
Synagogues there *, becaufe both Cyril of Jemfalem t 
and the Council of Laodicea , which peculiarly 
follow the old Jerufalem Catalogue $ do diftin&ly 
mention thofe three, as included under Jeremiah: 

• which indeed has been dual in all the pafi: Ages 
to this Day : as any one may fatisfy himfelf by 
the Catalogue in the Synopfis Sacra Scriptures, 
by the Catalogue before the MS. Alex. and by 
the other Catalogues in Dr {Jody’s Collodion, as 
compared with the Books themfelves referr’d to in 
fuch Catalogues. Nor, indeed, is this way of 
including certain fiiiall Books under the Names 
of thofe larger, to which they belong, other than 
dual with the Jews, ever fince they have thought 
fit to reduce the Books in the Jerufalem Canon to 
twenty two, the Number of the Letters in the 
Hebrew Alphabet: as all Verfed in the Jewifh 
Learning very well know. 

(6.) We have the eiprefs Teftimony of the 
Apoftles themfelves, or at leaffl of their Atna* 
nuedis Clement , in the Conttitutions, that the 
Book of Baruch was read in the Synagogues of 
Judea, before the Deftruftion of Jerufalem $ and 
V>- 20. the'very Day itfelf is fpecified when that Book 
was there read. Even now, fay the Conftitutions, 
■ on the 10th Day of the Month Gorpiaeus; [the 
great Day of Propitiation y\ when they affembk 
together, they read the Lamentations of Jeremiah j 
in which it is faid. The Spirit before our Face , 
Chrijl the Lord, was taken in thetr DeJlruSiOns. 
And Baruch, in whom it is written , This is our 
God: no* other JhaU be ejleemed with him. He 
found out every way of Knowledge, and Jhewed it 
to Jacob his Son, and Ifrael his beloved. After¬ 
wards 
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pardshewasfeen uponEarth, and ctwerfeA with 
Men. __ /' 

(7O The Epiftle of Jeremiah'S Vt lead, which 
is the laft Chapter of Baruch , if not the whole 
Book of Baruch itfelf, was owned by the Jews 
as extant in Hebrew , and as part of their Canon* 
leal Books, lo late as the Days of Origen : as 
Origetfs own Words, preferv’d by Eufebius, find Eo ‘ L 
Sanding alfo in Dr. Hody's Collection, direCtly VI ' 2,1 
inform us. Which Fa£t highly deferves to be 
confidered by the Learned. It is alfo farther 
worth their Enquiry, How the Hebrew Copy of 
this Book, or at leaft of this its laft Chapter, 
which was publickly allow’d to be extant in He¬ 
brew, among the Jews, and that as Canonical 
jScripture, in the Days of Origen, came to be 
dilaUow’d and intirely loft among them, as they H ‘ er °» : 
pretended, in the Days of Jerom ? And whether ***)'*» 

< thole Jews that loft this Part of facred Writ, • ferenh 
' might not lofe certain other Parts of it alfo, a- 
fcout the IHme Ages? 

(8.) Irenms , who might be bom within ten 
Years of the Death of St. John, belides another 
oblcurerReference*thereto,exprefly quotes a large IV * 37 . 
Branch of this Book of Baruch 5 and that as a v. 55. 
Prophecy of Jeremiah himfolf, whofe Scribe Baruch 
was. Nor does he feem to have the left Opinion 
of it, becaufe it belonged immediately to the 
Book of Baruch , and not- to the Book of Jere¬ 
miah 

(9.) TertuUian , who lived nearly all the latter Scorp. 5 .8. 
half of the fecond, and the firft Quarter of the 
third Century % has not only an Allulion or two 
to the other Parts of this Book, but diftin&ly 
cites the EpiJHe of Jeremiah , or the VI Chapter 
of Baruch, as written by Jeremiah himfelf •, and 
Realons from it, as no left certainly belonging 

B 3 to 
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to him, than he reafons from other Texts con* 
tained in the Book of Jeremiah it felf. _ 

Edit.Huet. (10.) Qrigett alfo, not long after, in a Greek 
Ham. VII. Homily on Jeremiah , cites a Paflage out of that 
t- 94 * p ar t of Barvch which contains Jeremiah’s Exhor¬ 
tation to the Jews in Babylon: and that with the 
ufual Phrafe, when the Scripture is quoted j it it 
written. 

Jdv. JuA. (n.) Cyprian alfo, not long afterwards, cites 
II. the lame Part of Baruch that Origen does, and 
the fame Words in it that the Conftitutions do * 
and thofe as Jeremiah’s own Words 5 which I fup- 
pofe them really to be: and this among many 
other Teftimomes of Holy Scripture. He alfo 
cites the VI Chapter, or the Epijl\e of Jeremiah j 
and that as Jeremiah’s own. 

I fhall not need to enumerate the latter Cita¬ 
tions out of Baruch * fince I believe no learned 
Man doubts, but this Book was univerfally al¬ 
low’d to be a facred Book of the Old Teffiament, 
? by all Chriftians, from the Days of Cyprian , till 

the Proteftant Reformation itfelf. Nor dp I fee 
any Reafon to doubt but it was one of thofe fa¬ 
cred Books which the 70 Egyptian or Alexandrian 
learned Men tranflated out of Hebrew into Greek ; 
fome Years before the 72 Jerufalem learned Men 
tranflated the Pentateuch. None of which, I think, 
ought rafhly to be rejected, either by Jews or 
Chriftians. See the Appendix to my Literal Ac - 
complement of Scripture Prophefes, pag. iji. 

As to that Objection which may- be made a- 
gainft this Book, from the ufual Hypothefis, that 
both Jeremiah , and his Scribe Baruch , died a- 
mong their Brethren of the two Tribes, who had 
Jer. xliii. carried them along with them down into Egypt t 
in the 23d Year of Nebucbadnexzar * and that 
neither they, nor the Body qf the Remainder of 
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the two Tribes with them, who were then in 
Egypt, ever returned thence, or ever faw Babylon 
which Baruch always fuppofes: I muft confefs 
it is but too well founded on the prefent Copies of 
the Prophecy of Jeremiah, chap. xliv. But then, 
if we confult the ancienter and better Copies made 
ufe of by Jofephus, we fhall find all this utterly Artiq. X. 
falfe and groundlefs* and that, on the contrary, 11 • 
not only Jeremiah and Baruch might, but the 
Body of thofe Jews that were in Egypt actually 
did return out of Egypt, and were diredly car¬ 
ried from Egypt into Babylonia , by Nebuchadnezzar' 
himfelf: according to that Prophecy, as it flood , 
in the Hebrew Copies of the firft Century. And 
that we may not fufped Jofephus of giving us a 
falfe Account here, we have a Branch of a Pro¬ 
phecy, moft probably belonging to this very Au¬ 
thor Jeremiah ; and to this very Fad of the Jews 
Return from Egypt, which ftrorigly confirms Jo- 
fephus’s Account: I mean, that in 4 Efd. xv. 10, 
it. in thefe Words ; Behold, my People is led as a 
Sheep to the Slaughter. I will not now fujfer him 
to . dwell longer in the Land of Egypt but will 
bring him forth, with a mighty Hand t and with a 
Jlretched out Arm. 

But if any ftill wonder, what it lhould be that 
fo offended the latter Jews in this Book of Baruch, 
and tempted them lay it afide, foon after Chri- 
ftianity prevailed in the World ; although before 
that time they Had ever looked on it as facred 
and canonical: I fhall venture to conjedure, that 
it was that eminent Pafiage, which was quoted 
feveral times by the Apoftles and primitive Wri¬ 
ters againfl them ;. This is our God, and there B?r. jii. 
JhaW none other be accounted of in comparifon of 35 * 37 - 
him:—-Afterward did he pew himfelf upon Earth, 
and converfed with Men. This Claufe too much 
. B 4 favoured 
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favoured the Divinity and Incarnation of the Mef- 
iiah, to be bom by the Jewifli Rabbins, who had 
then determined againft that Divinity and In* 
carnation•, and had refolv’d that the Meffiah 
was to be no more than a mere Man, as we lean) 
Matt. from their Anfwer to a Queftion of our Saviour’s, 
xxii. 4i— hereto relating : and from the whofe Purport of 
4 ’ Trypho's Dialogue with JuJlin Martyr , on the 
fame Subject. See a like Infiance of a falfe Para- 
phrafe or Corruption of theirs in the Targum of 
Jonathan, on the very fame Occalion, in my 
* Supplement to the Literal jiccomplijbment of Scrip* 
ture Propbejies, pag. $ 

N. B. Tis but too vifible, that our prefent 
Copies of this Book of Baruch , like thofe of 
fbme others,called by us both Canonical and Apo¬ 
cryphal, are very imperfedt, nay, both diflocated 
and interpolated j and that wfe greatly want 
fome more uncorrupt Copies of the fame : espe¬ 
cially, fince Jofephus does not give us any parti¬ 
cular Account of the Contents of Barticb from hi$ 
better Copies, at he does of feveral other Books 
of the Old Teftament. However, the Order of 
this Book feems originally to have lain nearly 
as in the following Table. 

Chap. I. I -——4. Is the Preface, v. 5——14. 
v- 15 — 22. II. 1 — 35. III. 1—8. Is the 
Confeffion which the Jews were to ufe in their 
publick Worfhip, upon fftlemn Days, dur¬ 
ing their Captivity : whofe proper Place is 
next to the Preface •, but it is here deferr’d till 
another Occafion of introducing it. 

III. 9—7- 37- IV. 1—7. Is a famous and af- 
fedting Exhortation of Jeremiah to the Jews 
in Babylon •, when he brought the Book of 
the Law, and folemnly delivered it to them, 
........ ■ - • in ' 
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an their Captivity *, and it mentioned 9 Macc. 
iL %, 3. both beginning and ending abrupt¬ 
ly in our psefeat Copies. 

*V 8 -35. Is a Prophecy of the Jews Reftitu- 

tion by Cyrus y bat in a Stile very different 
from that of the reft of the Book, which be¬ 
longed to Jeremiah: and fb probably be- 
longing to Baruch himfetf. Tis liker the 
Stile of the 4 .Efdra*, or of the Syriaek Epi- 
ftle of Baruch . 

IV. 36, 37. V. I—9. Is a Prophecy of the final 
ReftoratioB of the Jews: and is cited as a 
Prophecy of Jeremy’ s, by Irertsus * T though 
it is of the feme Coherence and Stile with 
what went before. 

VI. Is a known Epiftle of Jeremy to the Captives 

■ - in Babylon, to difiuade than from the Idola¬ 
try of the Babylonians. It is cited as bis, 
2 Macc. ii. 3. 

Short Notes upon this Book of BARUCH. 

I. I. The Words of the Booh ] Of the Roll 5 con¬ 
taining that Confeflion which now ftands 
from 1 .1$. to III. 8. 

J« Babylon.'} From theMouth of Jeremy the 
Prophet 5 whole Amanuenfis he was. 

2. hi the fifth Year.} Of Jehaiachins Captivity, 
v. 9. be the fifth Month. 

What time .}Which Month and Day, feveral 
Years afterwards, 2 Kings xxv. 8. 

7. Joachim the High-Priejt.} The Son or Bro¬ 
ther of Sarsas , the Son of Chelcias, &c. vid. 
Jqfegh. 

8. Had made.} Inftead of the golden Veflels 
which were gone already to Babylon. 

Ip. Manna.} Mincha, a Meat-offering. 

II. Batthafaf 
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II, Bdlthafar his Sort .] Who was now alive • 
but died before his Father Nebuchadnezzar y 
and in Imitation of whofe Name Nabona- 
dius , the Grandfon might be called Balta- 
Jiar •, or, as we now pronounce it, Beljbaz* 
zar. 

14. To make Confejjion—upon Feafts and folemn 
Days."] See Conftitut. V. 20. 

II. 3. Own Daughter.'] In the Siege under Jeboia* 

kin , or Jehoia'chin , or both. 

24. ] Jer. viii. I, 2. 

25. Haft thou laid wafte .] Rendered deftitute of 
its holy Veffels. But the Claufe itfelf is 
wanting in the Septuagint. 

27. Mercy of thine.] In warning us before-hand. 

30—34-1 A Repetition of old Pcophefiesj 

35. And] At laft. 

III. 4- The Prayers of the dead Ifraelitesl Of thole 

Ifraelites who were then alive, but are 
nnce dead. See II. 17. 

15 . ] Nebuchadnezzar, lately dead. 

35, 3 6, 37.] Conftitut. V. 20. 

IV. 4,] Conftitut. VI. 23. 

Ie. Everlafling .] This Epithet, here fo frequent¬ 
ly afcribed to God, is peculiar to the re¬ 
maining Part of this Book. 

14, iSiow.] 4 Efd. ii. 40, 41. 

VI. 3. Generations.] Decads of Years: which way 
of fpeaking is, I fuppofe, unexampled elfe- 
where. 

N. B. We may here juftly obferve the feveral 
uncommon Means Providence made ufe of under 
the Babylonian Captivity, to preferve the two 
Tribes from relapnng there into their old Idola¬ 
try, as they had ever done till that time, on all 
Occasions * viz. by foretelling the exadt Dura- 
. ‘ tion 
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tion of it, 70 Years *, by their ufe of a Form of 
Prayer, ana of Confeffion of their former Idola¬ 
tries during this Captivity, efpecially on the fb- 
lemn Fafts, which were then appointed 5 by Je¬ 
remiah's folernn. Delivery of the Law of Mofes , 
which was fo full again ft all Idolatry, to the 
Captives j with his moving Exhortation to them 
upon that Delivery * by the fame Prophet’s Epi- 
jftle to them in Captivity, fent them by divine 
Direction, to expofe and caution them againft 
the Babylonian Idols y and by Baruch's Collection 
of thofe Prayers, Confeilion, Exhortation, Epi- ( 

file, and Additions of his own, to the fame Pur- 
pofe. All which together had the Effect that Ezei xi 
God forefaw and foretold •, and proved a moft X2> 
effectually Cure to thofe Tribes for ever. They 
having, in general been more zealous againft no¬ 
thing ever fince, than againft all Kinds of Ido¬ 
latry whatfoever. 



THE 
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THE ^SECOND * first * 

E P I ST L E“ 

BARUCH tie Scribe, 

[TO THE 

Nine Tribes and an Half]] 


t Written from Judea, from offer the DefiruBm 
of Jeru&km.] 

H O W theft are the Wards which Preface; 
Baruch the Berthe,the Son of Ne- 
riah, fent to the nine Tribes and \Efd.x\i\: 
an half, which were beyond the Rim 40 Aral ' 
ver Euphrates : and thefe things 
were written therein. 

1 Thus faith Baruch, the Sou of Neriah, 

Mercy and Peace be to our Brethren that 
are in Captivity. 

2 I am mindful, my Brethren, of the' 

Love of him that created us, wherewith he; 
loved us formerly : nor hath he ever hated 
us, although he hath chaftifed us : 

$ And I am very fenfible, that, Io, all 
we of the twelve Tribes are joined together 
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in a common Bond; as being the Pofterity 
of one and the fame Father : 

4 I am therefore the more concerned to 
leave you the Words of this Epiftle, before 
I die. 

«; That you may both receive Confolatl- 
on under the Affliarions which have befallen 
you * and may aho grieve for the Miferies 
which have happened to your Brethren ; 
and may withal juftiiy his Judgment, who 
hath pawed the Sentence of Captivity upon 
us. 

6 (For what you have fuffered is lefs than 
what you have done :) 

7 That in theTaft Days you may be found 
worthy of yoUr Fore-fathers. 

8 I mean, if you will cohfider this, that 
you fuffer thus now for your own Good ; 
left you fhould be judged at laft, and de¬ 
voted to Punifhirient: then you will re¬ 
ceive eternal Hope. 

9 Especially if you take away out of your 
Head that vain Error, for wnofe fake ye 
have been removed hence. 

id For if ye do thefe things, he will be 
■mindful of you, who in every Age, on out 
Account, Hath promifed thofe that were 
Better than we are, that he would not for¬ 
get us for ever, nor forfake us : but of his 
manifold Mercy would, at length, gather 
thofe together, who have been difperfed. 

: ti You 
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ti You arc therefore firft of all to knotyj 
what hath befallen Sion : namely, tliat Ne+ 
buchadnezzar , King of Babylon^ came up a- 
gaiflft us. 

12 For, becaufe we have finned againft 
him that made us, and we have not kept 
the Precepts which he commanded us, that 
has alio happened to us, which hath befal- 
len you: and our own Misfortune does moft 
of all affii& us. 

ij I do now let you know, my Bre¬ 
thren, that when our Enemies befieged the 
City, the Angels of the moft High were 
fent, and they deftroyed the Forts of our 
ftrongeft Walls , and over-turned thofe iron 
Angles of our Fortifications, which could 
not [ otherwife ] have been plucked up. 

14 However, they have hidden fome of * 
theVeflelsof the San&uary, that they might 11 
not be taken by the Enemies. 

1 5 And when they had done thefe things, 
they then delivered up to the Enemies the 
Walls, now overthrown; the Houfe [of 
God] now fpoiled, the Temple now burnt, 
and the People now overcome, when they 
were delivered up. 

16 Left the Enemies fhould boaft, and 
fay, the Excellency of our Strength is fuch, 
tfiat we have by War , deftroyed even the 
Houfe of the moft High. 

17 Moreover, they have carried your 
Brethren away 'Captives to Babylon ; and 

placed 
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placed them there: fo that we are very few 
In Number who remain here. 

18 This is the Grief which I write to 
you. For I very well know, that our 
Habitation in Sb» was a great comfort to 
you. 

19 The greater Certainty ye had that fhe 
wasjiappy, the greater was your Grief that 
you had departed from her. 

20 But hear a Word, that will be to yotir 
Confolation. 

21 For truly, while I Was lamenting Sion, 
and was begging Mercy of the moft High, 
and faying, 

2 1 How fomgwili thefe things at laft en¬ 
dure ? and how loon wili die Evil be Over ? 
{when wili the Good come'] which the Almigh¬ 
ty has done to us, {prepared for us] accord¬ 
ing to his Mercy j ana the moft High, ac¬ 
cording to the Greatnefs of his Clemency ?. 

2? He revealed a Word to me, that I 
might be comforted; and he Ihewed me 
Vilions, that I might not grieve any longer. 
He made known to me the Myftery of the 
times, and Ihewed me the Coming of 
thofe moments. 

24 For this eaufe, my Brethren, I write 
unto you ; that you may receive Comfort 
in the Multitude of your Grief. 

25 Know ye therefore, that our Creator 

will avenge us of all our Enemies, {and do 
to them] in the very lame Manner as they 
have done to us. , 2 6 And 
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2(5 And that the end [of the Age\ which iv. 
the molt High' will bring on is very nigh; * 4, 
and his Mercies are [ready ] to come ; and 
that the Period for his Judgment is not 
far ofE • 

27 Behold, we fee now the Multitude 
bf tne Profperity of the Gentiles ; although 
they a£fc impioufly : but they are like to* a 
Vapour. . 

28 We behbld the Grandeur of their Go¬ 
vernment ; altho’ they aft perverfly: but 
they fhall be like unto a Drop. 

29 We alfo view the Firmnefs of their 
Strength; although they every moment re¬ 
fill the Almighty: but they fhall be counted 
as Spittle . 

30 We contemplate the Glory of their 
Greatnels; while they do not keep the Pre¬ 
cepts of the molt High: but they fhall [va- 
nifo] away like Smoke. 

31 We conceive in our Mind the Splen¬ 
dor of their Life ; although they behave 
themfelves bafely: but they fhall wither a- 
way, like a dried Herb. 

32 We confider the Barbaroufnefs of their 
Cruelty ; while they do not at all remem¬ 
ber their End: but they fhall pafs away, 
and be broken to Pieces, like a Wave. 

33 We refleft in our Mind upon the 
Beauty of their Power ; although they de¬ 
ny the Grace Of him that gives it: but they 
fhall pafs away, as a Cloud that flieth by. 

C 34 For 
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£4 For [indeed] the moft High will hafted 
his [lajf\ Times very quickly; and will fud- 
dently bring on his Moments; and fully 
judge thofe who are in his World. 

3 <; He will examine all things in Truth, 
thro 7 all their hidden Aftions ; and will nar¬ 
rowly fearch out their concealed Thoughts; 

36 And whatfoever is hid in every one 
of the Members of all Men: and he will 
bring it out into the Q^Qn[Day-light~\ before 
all Men, with Reproof. 

3 7 Wherefore do not ye apply your Mind 
to any one of thefe prefent good Things ; 
but let us rather exercife Patience: becaufe 
what hath been promifed us will come. 

38 Let us not look only upon the Plea- 
fures of the Gentiles; but let us be mind¬ 
ful of thofe Things which are promifed us 
m the end. 

39 For the Periods of the times, and 
moments will foon pafs away, together with 
all the things that are contained in them. 

40 But in the end of the World [Jgej] 
then will he, the Governor thereof, Ihew hrs 
great Power, when all things lhall come to 
Judgment. 

41 Do you therefore prepare your Hearts 
for thofe things which you have a great 
while believed; left you be fhut up as to 
both Worlds : and be Captives here, and 
punifhed there* 


42 Fop 
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, 42 For as to what is now prefent, or what 
is pally or what is to come of all thefe 
things • what is Evil is not compleatly Evil: 
nor is what is Good compleatly Good. 

43 For all our prefent Health is turned 
into Sicknefs : all our prefent Strength is 
turned into Weaknefs: all our prefent Abi¬ 
lity is turned into Anxiety ; 

44 All Vigour of Youth, is turned into 
old Age and Deftru&ion: all Pulchritude of 
prefent Beauty is changed, withers, and be¬ 
comes hateful: all prefent proud Dominion 
is turned into Dejection, and fhameful Si¬ 
lence c 

45 All prefent Splendor and Pomp is turn¬ 
ed into Ruin and Indigence : all prefent 
Pleafure and Joy is turned into a Worm, 
and .Corruption : all Fame of prefent Glory 
is turned into Puft, and Silence : 

46 All prefent Poffeflion of Riches re- 
. turns to nothing, but to the Pit: all the 
prefent Spoils of Avarice fhall be turned in¬ 
to unwelcome Death : all Concupifcence of 
Paflion fhall be turned into Judgment of 
Torment: 

47 All prefent Fraud and Cunning fhall 
be turned into the Reproof of Truth : all 
the prefent Sweetnefs of Ointments fhall be 
turned into Judgment ar\d Condemnation : 
4II Eovc of Falfity fhall be turned into Re¬ 
buke by Truth: 
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48 Since all thefe things are now a&ed, 
does any one think they will not be avenged ? 

49 In one Word, all things are tending to 
Truth. 

50 Behold therefore I have fignified [this] 
to you, while I am alive/ For I laid, you 
would learn Vertue. 

For the Almighty gave me a Com¬ 
mand that I fhould exhort you, and pro- 
pofe to you fomewhat of his Judgment, be¬ 
fore I fhould die. 

52 Remember that Mofes did fometime 
earneftly call Heaven and Earth to witnefe 
!>«/. iv. againft you, faying, ‘ If you (hah tranfgrefs 
id. xxx. ‘ the Law, you fhall be fcattered abroad : 
19. xxxi.« jj Ut you fhall obferve it you fhall be 

* preferved\ 

5? Moreover, he foretold you other 
things ; which becaufe you rejeaed, while 
xxvih. you were twelve Tribes in the Wildernels; 
after his Death, what Things he had fore¬ 
told, they have happened unto you. 

54 For Mofes truly had foretold them to 
you, before they happened to you : and, lo, 
they have happened to you. For you have 
left the Law. 

55 Behold I'alfo declare them.to you, af¬ 
ter you have fullered them. 

5 6 And if you be obedient to what is 
fpoken to you, you fhall receive from the 
Almighty whatfoever is laid up and reforved 
for you. 

57 But 
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$7 But let this Epiftle be for a Teftimo- 
py between me and you; that you fhall be. 
mindful of the Commands of the Almighty^ 
that it may alfo be for a Juftification of me 
before him that fent me. 

58 Be ye alfo mindful of the Law of Sion t 
of the holy Land, and of your Brethren ; 
and do npt forget the Covenant of your Fa¬ 
thers, your fblemn Feafts, or your Sabbaths, 

$9 Deliver this Epiftle, together with the 
Delivery of the Law, to your Children af¬ 
ter you ; as did alfo your Fathers deliver 
[the like ] unto you. 

60 And pray continually at all times, and 
put up your Supplications diligently, with 
your whole Mind : that the Almighty may 
be reconciled to you : 

61 And may not impute to you the Mul¬ 
titude of your Sins ♦ but may remember the 
uprightnefs of your Fore-fathers. 

62 For unlefs he judge us according to 
the Multitude of his Mercies, wo to us all 
that are born into the'World, 
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[THE 


POSTSCRIPT 

OF 

!B A C H the Scribe * 

To the nine Tribes and an Half:] 


1 'Written from fome other Place than Judea or 
Babylon: and after the Death of Jeremiah 
the Prophet .] 

i Tt M Oreover you ought to know, that 

1 \/| thofe our Forefathers, in old 

T ▼ A Times, and ancient Ages, had 
Afliftafits ; Righteous Men, and holy Pro¬ 
phets. 

2 And withal, when we were in our own 
Land, they aflifted us, when we had finned ; 
and made Interceflion for us to him that 
made us j as depending on their own [good] 
Works. 

I And the Almighty heard their Prayer, 
ana had Mercy on us. 

4 But now the Righteous are taken a- 
way, and the Prophets are dead. We alfo 
[of the two Tribes ] are departed from our 
own Land. $ And 
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«j And we have nothing now left us, but 
the Almighty, and his Law. 

6 If then we rightly direct and dilpofe 
our Hearts, we lhall recover all that we 
have loft; yea and what is very much more 
excellent than what we have loft. 

7 For what Things we have loft are li¬ 
able to Cbrruption; but thofe we fhall re¬ 
ceive are Incorruptible. 

8 I have allb written to the lame Pur- 

pofe to our Brethren, at Babylon ; and do i Baruch 
proteft the Truth of the fame Things to ”‘*9— 
them. 1V ' 8 ’ 

9 But let all thefe Things that I have 
laid be always before your Eyes: for we are 
(till in the Spirit ; [alive •] and have the 
Freedom of our own Will. 

10 And befides, the Almighty is patient 
towards us : he has difcovered to us what 
Things are to come : nor has he hidden 
from us what Things fhall be hereafter. 

11 Therefore before the Judge require 
what is his, and Truth demand her right, 
let us prepare our Mind that we may re¬ 
ceive [a Reward •] and not be received [into 
Punijhment.~\ 

12 That we may hope, and may not be 
alhamed ; that we may reft with our Fore¬ 
fathers, and not be punilhed with our Ene¬ 
mies.* 

13 For the Youth of the World is palled 
3way, and the Vigour of what was created 

C 4 has 
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has long agq ceafed; and the {pace of the 
Times is very fhort; nay, is palling away. 

14 The Pitcher is near to the well ; and 
the Ship to the Haven; and Life to 4 Con- 
clufion. 

Moreover do you prepare yqurfelves 
to reft, after you have failed, and have gone 
up out of the Ship ; but not to reft while 
you are on your Voyage. 

4 E/v.vii. 1 6 For behold, when the Almighty fball 
^ ave ^ >rou 8^ t on all thefe Things, there will 
J not then be any longer Place for Repen¬ 
tance ; nor a [farther] Period to the Times; 
nor a Delay to the Moments ; nor Muta¬ 
tion of the Ways; nor Place for Prayers * 
nor the Sending up Supplications; nor [Op¬ 
portunities] for learning Knowledge; nor a 
Pardoner of Faults; nor Place for Remorfe; 
nor Deprecation for Crimes ; nor Supplica¬ 
tion of Parents ; nor Interceffion of Pro¬ 
phets ; nor Afliftance of Righteous Men. 

17 There will be the Sentence of Cor¬ 
ruption; the Way to the Fire; and the 
Path that leads to Hell. 

18 Wherefore, one Thing by another, 
[the upfbot of all Things is one :] one Law : 
one World: and thole who are in it fhall 
have all [one] End. 

19 And then he will fave thofe to whom 
he can be merciful; and, at the fame time, 
he will deftroy thofe that fhall be involv’d 
in Sins. 

20 When 
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i2o When therefore you fliall have re? 
cpiv’d this my Epiiftle, read it in your Con¬ 
gregations, exa&ly; and confider it: efpe- 
dally on the Days of your folemn Fafts. vTao!**" 

21 And be mindful pf me by this Epi- 
ftle, as I am min4ful of you therein, and 
for ever Earewel , 

N. C B. This Epijlfe, with its Pojifcript , 
feems to me to be plainly frncere and ge¬ 
nuine : the internal Characters agreeing to 
ithe Circumftances of the Times when it 
was written, of the Perfon who pretends 
to write it, and of the People to whom it 
profefles to be written. It appeals to the 
known Book of Baruch , as to nis own writ¬ 
ing, or putting together, in its feveral Cir¬ 
cumftances : which occur all in that known 
Book. It defires the nine Tribes and an half 
to read it exactly, and that efpecially on the 
Days pf their folemn Fafts; as does the o- 
ther Book defire the fame of the two Tribes: 
which other we find was accordingly read 
‘ on the folemn Fall, pr great Day of Propi¬ 
tiation, at Jerufaletri, before its DeftruCtion 
by Titus, as the Apoftolical Conftitutions in¬ 
forms us. It is evidently cited or alluded 
to by the Prophet Efdras ; the only one of 
the Jewifh Prophets that had been among 
thofe captive tenTribes, to whom it belong¬ 
ed; and is preferv’d in that Syrian- Tongue; 
which the Situation of thofe Tribes, wnen 

* 4 * 
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they went into an unknown Country, ren¬ 
dered capable of having Copies of it: while 
neither the Jews at Jerufalem , nor thofe in 
Egypt ; I mean neither the Hebrews nor the 
Heftenifts , had the like Opportunity. One 
of its moft exceptionable Narrations, which 
is that of the Prefervation of certain of the 
holy VefTels of the Temple, when Jerufalem 
was taken by Nebuchadnezzar , though o- 
mitted in our Hebrew Books, is yet fully 
confirm’d by the conftant Tradition of the 
Jewifh Nation : the Teftimony of the Jews 
2 Maa. at Jerufalem , in the Days of Jonathan the 
i> »i- High-Prieft ; in their Epiftle to their Bre¬ 
thren in Egypt, at the beginning of the fe- 
cond Book of Maccabees ; and by the Tefti- 
?r*p. ix. mony of Eupolemus in Eufebius. Nor does 
iq - that other Narration, which is not, that I 
know of, otherwife confirm’d, nay feems 
rather contradi&ed by our Hebrew Books, 
and thofe of JoJephus , viz . that at the Tak¬ 
ing of Jerufalem by Nebuchadnezzar , the 
Jews themfelves overthrew the Walls about 
the Courts of the Temple, fpoiled the Place, 
and burnt the Temple itfelf, before they fur- 
rendered themfelves to their Enemies ; ap¬ 
pear to me to be falfe: but feems to be ra¬ 
ther a more particular Defcription of what 
the other Accounts deliver in more general 
Terms, viz. that when the Jews faw they 
could not hold out the Place any longer, they 
carried off the Tabernacle, the Table of 
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Shew~bread, and the Ark itfelr; and being 
pot able to carry off any more, they fet 
Fire to the reft *, as rather defirous to con- 
fume the other holy Veffels, than let the 
Babylonians carry them away into their Idol 
Temples: but when the Babylonians were 
entered, they quepcffed the Fire, in order 
to gain thole rich and glorious Spoils to 
themfelves; and that accordingly they car¬ 
ried them all away in the following Month; 
after which, and not before, according to 
all our Hebrew Accounts, and thofe in Jofe- 
phus, with the folemn Baft of Commemora¬ 
tion ever fince, the Chaldeans came and 
burnt all thatremained down to the Ground. 
Which very probable Hypothefis of the 
Circumftances of that fatal Time, reconcile 
all thefe Accounts together, without the 
leaft Difagreement whatfoever. 
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Septuaginc Verfion 

Of the DESCRIPTION of 

EZEKlEL s Temple, 

According to the 

Alexandrian COPY : 

Done into Englijh: with fhort Notes included , 


N. B. Where the Roman Copy and the He¬ 
brew agree againfi the Alexandrian, l 
fometimes^ follow them: otherwife I prefer the 
Alexandrian Copy above either rf them jingly , 
and very much above the Hebrew Copy ; 
efpeciaVy in Ezekiel, 


Ezek. Xlt 


1 A ND it came to pals in the five 
and twentieth Year of our Cap- 
A tivity, in the firft Month, the 
tenth Day of the Month ; in the fourteenth 
Year after the City was taken; in the felf- 
fame Day the Hand of the Lord was upon 
me : And he brought me 

2 In the Vifion of God, unto the Land 
* of Ifrael ; and fet me upon a very high 

Mountain: 
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Mountain : [Mount Sion .*3 and there was 
upon itj as it were, the Building of a City 
before me, [the City of God , the Temple , with 
its Courts.] 

3 And he brought me thither; and. be¬ 
hold a Man; and his Appearance was, as 
it were, the Appearance of burnifhed Brafs: 
in his Hand was a Line belonging to Build¬ 
ers ; a Reed alfo for meafuring was in his 
Hand : and he ftood at the Gate. 

4 And the Man laid unto me, ThoU Sort 
of Man haft thou feen [thefe Edifices ?] be¬ 
hold with thine Byes *, and hear with thine 
Ears*, and fet tnine Heart upon all the 
Things that I fhew thee: for to the Intent 
that I might fhew them unto thee art thou 
come hither: and thou fhalt declare all that 
thou feeft to the Houfe of Ifrael. 

f And behold there was a Waft that en- 
compalfed the Houfe on the out-fide, round 
about: and in the Man’s Hand was a mea¬ 
furing Reed: its Length was fix Cubits; 
by the [Babylonian] Cubit [of ^ Hand-breadthsJ 
and an Hand-breadth. And he meafured 
the Wall before the Houfe: its Breadth was 
equal to a Reed ; and its Height equal to 
a Reed. 

6 And he came into the Gate which-look¬ 
ed towards the Eafi y by feven Steps • and 
he meafured *three little Chambers on this *six Ate *. 
Side, and three on that Side: and the Side- t ®* Alex - 
poft of the Gate was equal to a Reed. . 

7 And 
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7 And the [ firjf] little Chamber was £*- 
qual to a . Reed in Length, and equal to a 
Reed in Breadth : and the open Entry be¬ 
tween the Chambers was fix Cubits. And 
the fecond little Chamber was equal to a 

Rom. Reed in Breadth, [and equal to a Reed in 
Length ;] and the open Entry was five Cu¬ 
bits. And the third little Chamber was e- 
qual to a Reed in Length, and equal to a 
Reed in Breadth : apd the open Entry of 
the Gate, near to the large Entry of the 
Portal inward, was equal to a Reed. 

8 And he meafured the Aperture of the 
[fame'] Gate, eight Cubits, 

*Tc»Aiex. 9 And the Poll, *two Cubits : and the 
large Entry of the Gate was inward. 

10 And the little Chambers of the Gate, 
the oppofite Chambers, were three on this 
Side, and three on that Side: and there 
was one Meafure to the three ; and one 
Meafure to the open Entries on this Side, 
and on that Side. 

11 And he meafured the Breadth of the 
Door of the Gate, ten Cubits ; and the 

\Breadth* f Length [ Height ] or the Gate, thirteen Cu- 

Rom, Alex . bits. , .. 

12 And tfiere was an Elevation of a Cubit 
over-againft the face of the little Chambers ; 
a Limit of one Cubit this way, and one 
Cubit that way : and the little Chambers 
were of fix Cubits this way, and fix Cu¬ 
bits that way. 

1 1 And 
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i 3 And he meafured the Gate, [froni 
JVorth to South .] from the Wall of one fmall 
Chamber* to the Wall of. the other fmall 
Chamber, twenty five Cubits in Breadth: 
they were Door againft Door. 

1*4 And the Front of the open Place of 
the Gate without was twenty five Cubits 
high: and the little Chambers of the Gate 
were round about. 

15 And 1 'from] the external Part of the 

outer Portal, unto the external Part of the 
inward Portal of the large Entry, were *fifty * Eight 
Cubits. Alex ‘ 

16 And there were obfcure Windows on 
the little Chambers, within the Gate of the 
Court, round about: and fo it was on the 
open Entries, there were Windows round a- 
bout within: and upon the openEntries were 
Palm-trees on this Side, and on that Side. 

17 And he brought me into the inward 
Court, [to view the Eafi Side of the outer 
Court and behold there were Chambers, 
and Walks between Pillars round the Court: 
thirty Chambers were in thofe Walks. 

18 And Cloifters were at the Back of the 
Gates: they were lower Walks over-againft 
the Length of the Gates. 

19 And he mealured the Breadth of the 
Court, from the Forefront of the outer Gate, 
that was inward; unto the Fore-front of 
the [imerJ Gate, that looked outward, that 

looked 
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looked towards the Eaft , an hundred Cu¬ 
bits. And he brought me to the North, 

20 And behold a Gate that looked to 
the North, in the outer Court: and he mea- 
fured it, both its Length, and its Breadth, 

21 And the three fmall Chambers on-this 
Side, and on that Side ; and the Polls, and 
the open Entries, and its Palm-trees : and 
they were of the fame Meafures with thole 
of the Gate that looked towards the Eafi .- 
Its Length was fifty Cubits, and its Breadth 
twenty five Cubits. 

22 And its Windows, and its open En¬ 
tries, and its Palm-trees, were like thofe of 
the Gate that looked towards the Es/l: and 
they afeended up to it by feven Steps: and 
the open Places were Within. 

21 And it was at the Gate that belong¬ 
ed to the inner Court, that looked to the 
North'-C jate [of the outer Court after the 
like Manner that it was at the Gate that 
looked towards the Eaft : and he meafured 
the Court from Gate to Gate, an hundred 
Cubits. 

'24 And he brought me to the South-, 
and behold a Gate that looked towards the 
South : and he meafured it, and the little 
Chambers, and the Polls, and the open En¬ 
tries were according to the lame Meafures, 

25 And its Windows, and thofe of its 
open Entries were round about; as were 
the Windows of the [former'] open Place : 

its 
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its Length was fifty Cubits, and its Breadth 
twenty five Cubits. 

2 6 And it had feven Steps: and the open 
Entries were within $ with its Palm-trees; 
one on this Side, and another on that Side, 
upon the Pdfts. 

27 And there was a Gate over-againft that 
Gate ; and it was of the inner Court, on 
the South: and he meafured the Court from 
Gate to Gate, art hundred Cubits : and the 
Breadth [of the large Entry'] was twenty five 
Cubits. 

28 And he brought me into the inner 
Court, by the Gate towards the South: and 
he meafured the Gate according to the fame 
Meafures. 

29 And the little Chambers, and the Polls, 
and the open Entries were according to the 
fame Meafures : and there were Windows 

' to it, and to the open Entries round about. 

Fifty Cubits was its Length t and its Breadth 
twenty five Cubits. 

30 f And its open Places were round a-, 

bout, the Length twenty five Cubits, and DeejiRom. 
the Breadth five Cubits.") [A corrupted Re¬ 
petition.] 

51 And the open Entries were towards 
the outer Court: and Palm-trees were at 
the Pofts : and there were eight Steps. 

32 And he led me to the Gate that look¬ 
ed towards the Eajl : and he meafured it 
according to the fame Meafures. , 

D' 33 And 
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33 And the little Chambers, and the 
Pofts, and the open Entries were according 
to the fame Meafures : and there were in 
it Windows, and open Entries round a- 
bout : its Length was fifty Cubits; and 
its Breadth twenty five Cubits. 

54 And the open Entries were towards 
the *inner Court: and Palm-trees were 
upon the Pofts, on this Side, and on that 
Side ; and it had eight Steps. 

35 And he brought me to the Gate that 
leadeth to the North : and he meafured it 
according to the fame Meafures. 

36 And t{ie little Chambers, and the 
Pofts, and the open Entries, and the Win¬ 
dows were in it round about: \_and its open 
Entries were round about ;] its Length was 
fifty Cubits ; and its Breadth was twenty 
five Cubits. 

37 And the open Entries were toward 
the outer Court: and the Palm-trees were 
on the Pofts, on this Side, and on that 
Side: and it had eight Steps: 

38- Its Chambers, and its open Entries, 
and its large Entry, At the lecond Gate 
was a Spout of Water : there fhall they 
wafh the Burnt-Offerings. 

39 Now in the open Place of the Gate 
there were two Tablesff on this Side, and 
two Tables on that Side : that upon them 
they may flay the Burnt-Offerings, and the 
Sin-Offerings, and the Trefpafc-Offerings, 

40- Ancf 
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. 40 And at the back of that Stream for 
the Burnt-Offerings of the Gate that looked 
towards the North , there were two Tables, 
on the Eafl, at the back of the fecond Gate, 
and of the large Entry of the Gate, there 
were two Tables: and eight Tables towards 
the Eafti 

41 Four on this Side, and four on that 
Side, at the back of the Gate. Upon them 
lhall they flay the Sacrifices. 

42 And four Tables of hewen Stone for 
the Burnt-Offerings : a Cubit and an half 
in .Breadth • and two Cubits and an half in 
Length; and a Cubit in Height. Upon 
thefe Lhall they fey the Inffruments where¬ 
with they flay the Burnt-Offerings, and the 
Sacrifices. 

43 And thefe lhall have a Border of an 
Hand-breadth of hewen Stone, on the *in- 
fide round about: and there lhall be a Co- 
ter upon the Tables, to cover them from 
the Rain, and from the Heat. 

44 And he brought me into ’the inner 
Court: and behold twd Chambers in the in¬ 
ner Court, one at the back of the Gate, that 
looked to the North , but fled towards the 
South: and one. at the back of the Gate to 
the South , that looked towards the North. 

4<; And he faidunto me, This Chamber, 
which looketh towards the South, is for the 
Priefts, the Keepers of the Watch of the 
Houle. 
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46 And the Chamber which loOketfi to¬ 
wards the North , is for the Priefts, the 
Keepers of the Watch of the Altar. Thefe 
are the Sons of Zjtdok , which come near 
out of the Sons of Levi to the Lord, to 
minifter unto him. 

47 And he meafured the Court ; its 
Length an hundred Cubits; and its Breadth 
an hundred Cubits ; on its four Sides: and 
the Altar was before the Houle. 

48 And he brought me into the Porch of 
the Houle, and he meafured each Poll of 
the Porch, five Cubits in Breadth on this 
Side ; and five Cubits in Breadth on that 
Side : and the Breadth of the Door was 
fourteen Cubits: and the Shoulders of the 
Gate of the Porch were three Cubits on 
this Side, and three Cubits on that Side. 

49 And the Length of the Porch [from 
North to South ] was twenty Cubits: and the 
Breadth [from Eaji to Wejl~\ twelve Cubits : 
and they afeended up to it upon ten Steps: 
and there were Pillars at the Porch, one on 
this Side, and another on that Side. [Ja- 
chin and Booz .3 

Chap. XLI. 

r A ND he brought me into the Ifem- 

J~\ pie: and he meafured the fide Pofts, 
fix Cubits the Breadth on this Side; and fix 
Cubits the Breadth of the fide Pofts on that 
Side. 2 And 


Digitized by 


Google 



( 17 ) . 

% And the Breadth of the Aperture of 
the Door was ten Cubits • and the Shoul¬ 
ders of the Door were five Cubits, on this 
Side, and five Cubits on that Side. And 
he meafured the Length of it, forty Cubits: 

* and its Breadth twenty Cubits : [at the Eaft 
end."] 

3 And he entred into the inner [he went 
to the Weft end of the] Houfe, and he'mea- 
lured the Poft of the Door, [the thicknefs 
of the Partition-wad of the inner Houfe ] two 
Cubits $ and the Door fix Cubits •, and the 
Shoulders of the Door feven Cubits, on this 
Side; and feven Cubits on that Side. 

4 And he meafured the Interval of the 
Doors, forty Cubits : and [at the Weft en<£] 
the Breadth [of the outer Houfe, ] twenty 
Cubits, over-againft the [inner] Temple : 
and he laid to me, this [before me] is the 
Holy of Holies : [and I am not permitted to „ 
enter into it, to meafure it otherwife more dt, 
ftinetly, 

<; And he meafured the Wall of the Houfe, 
[at the Weft end] fix Cubits. And the thick¬ 
nefs of the [neareftj. fide Walls, was four Cut 
bits, round about: 

6 And the fide Chambers, fide Chamber 
againft fide Chamber, were thirty, in three 
Stories on both Sides of the Houfe : and 
there was a ipaee remaining between the 
Wall and the Houfe, at the fide Chambers 
pf the fcfoufe, round about; that all Spec- 
• D 3 fatprs 
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tators might fee that no Part of it touched 
the Walls of the Houfe. 

7 And the Breadth of the upper fide 
Chamber was over-againft the Gallery that 
jetted out from the Houfe, unto the upper 
fide Chamber, round about the Houfe : that 
it might widen upward; and that they 
might afcend from the Bottom unto the 
upper Rooms [of the Temple , which were in 
the Middle of its Altitude ] and from the 
Middle, unto thofe of the third Story. 

8 And the Gallery of the Houfe on high 
Was round about. The Diftance of the 
Walls of the fide Chambers [there], was e- 
qual to a R'eed of fix Cubits. 

9 And the Thicknefs of the Wall of the 
fide Chamber on the out-fide, was five Cu¬ 
bits ; and there was a remaining fpace be¬ 
tween the fide Chambers of the Houfe, 

10 And between the Chambers [of the 
Court .•] its Breadth was twenty Cubits ; 
there was a Circumference about the Houfe, 
round about. 

11 And the Windows of the Chambers 
were toward the remaining Space ; *there 
was one Wall left towards the North , and 
another towards the South : and the Breadth 
of the Wall that was left was five Cubits : 
the Breadth was round about. 

12 .And there was a Border of Separati¬ 
on over againft the remaining Space, [alfo] 
towards tne Weft , [Parts of the Temple,'] of 
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feventy Cubits: the Breadth of the Wall 
of the Border of Separation was five Cu¬ 
bits : that Breadth went round about: and 
its Length was ninty Cubits. 

And he meafured over-againft the 
Houfe, the Length of an hundred Cubits; 
and the remaining Spaces^ and the fepara- 
ting Borders, and their Walls, were in 
Length an hundred Cubits. 

14 And the Breadth was over-againft the 
Houle, and [over-againft'] the remaining Space 
oppofite thereto, one Hundred Cubits. 

15 And he meafured the Wall of the Bor* 
der of Separation, over-againft the remain¬ 
ing Space, behind the Houfe: and the re¬ 
maining Spaces on this Side,and on that Side, 
an hundred Cubits ip Length. The Tem¬ 
ple, and the Corners, and the external open 
Places were fieled. 

16 There'were cancellate Windows, with 
light to look through, to all three : and 
the Houfe, and the adjoining Buildings 
were fieled round about : and the Bottom, 
and from the Bottom to the Windows ; and 
the Windows were thrice turned back to 
look through. 

17 And near unto the inner Houfe, and 
unto the outer Houfe, and unto the whole 
Houfe, round about, on the infide and the 
outfide [were Meafures Alex.] 

1% Cherubim were engrav’d, and Palm- 
trees : and a Palm-tree was between a Che- 
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rub and a Cherub: there were two Faces to 
a Cherub. 

19 The Face of a Man was at a Palm- 
tree on this Side, and oh that Side : and 
the Face of a Lion was at a Palm-tree on 
this Side, and on that Side : the whole 
Houfe was engraved round about. 

20 From the Ground unto the vaulted 
Roof of the Gate, the Cherubim and the 
Palm-trees were, engraved. 

21 And the holy Place, and the Temple 
had fore-fquare, Beams. 

22 At the face of the holy Place was the 
View of the Sight of an Altar of Wood: it's 
Height was three Cubits ; and its Length 
two Cubits; and its Breadth two Cubits ; 
and it had Horns: and its Bafis, and its 
Sides were of Wood. And he laid unto me. 
This is the’Table which is before the Lord i 
[either the . Altar of Incenfe, or the Table of 
Shewbread ; or perhaps one Table or Altar that 
ferved for both .] 

23 And there were two Doors in the 
Temple, and two Doors in the holy Place, , 

24 And they had two Leaves a-piece, 
turning [on Hinges .] two Leaves to the 
firft, and two Leaves to the fecond Door. 

25 And there was an engraving on them, 
and upon the Leaves of the Temple were 
Cherubim, and Palm-trees; according tq 
the engraving of the holy Place : and thick 
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Planks were on the Front of the Porch, out¬ 
wardly, 

26 And obfcure Windows. Andhemea- 
fiy^d at this end, and at that end, unto the 
Roofs of the Porch ; and the fide Chambers 
of the Houie were fieled. 

Chap. XLII. 

1 A ND lie brought me into the outer 
jLjL Court on the Eafi, over-againfi: the 
Gate that was to the North 1 and he brought 
me thither ; and behold tnere were fifteen 
Chambers adjoining to the remaining Place, 
and adjoining to the Border of Separation, 
to the North 

2 Over-againft an hundred Cubits was 
the Length to the North, and the Breadth 
was fifty Cubfts. 

3 Delcribed after the lame Manner as 
were the Gates of the outer Court • and. af¬ 
ter the fame Manner as were the Walks 
between, the Pillars of the outer Court; 
three Qoifiets one over-againfi; another. 

4 And before the Chambers there was 
a Walk, the Breadth was ten Cubits, unto 
the Length of an hundred Cubits \ji»to 4 
Waj inward, of one Reed] and their Floors 
Vere towards the North. 

5 An <4 the uppermoft Walk was pf the 
%ieSort, for this Row of Pillars was high¬ 
er than the Row of Pillars t^neath : as was 
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that Row of Pillars, and its Interval, fo 
was this Row of Pillars, and its Interval. 

6 And fo for the Cloifters. And they 
were in three Stories, and had [/wlPillaps, 
as the Pillars of the Chambers. Where¬ 
fore they were above others that were be¬ 
neath, and in the Middle from the Ground. 

7 And they had a Light [Windows] ex¬ 
ternally, in the fame Manner that the Cham¬ 
bers of the outer Court alfo had it; whofe' 
Profpeft is before the Chambers to the 
North, in Length fifty Cubits. 

8 For the Length of the Chambers [from 
South to Norths that looked towards the 
outer Court, was fifty Cubits; and thefe' 
flood face to face againft thofe: the whole 
[Length of all the Chambers ] was an hundred 
Cubits. 

9 And the Doors of thefe Chambers were 
at the Entranc t Eaflrtard, when one goes 
through them, out of the outer Court. 

i o They were according to [the Windows] 
of the Walk at the Entrance, and according 
to the Southern [Windows] in the face of the 
South \ over-againft the remaining Place, 
and over-againft the Border of Separation, 
And the [Southern] Chambers, 

11 And their Walks, were over-againft 
them; according to the Meafures of the 
Chambers, towards the North ; according 
to their Length, and according to their 
Breadth, and according to all their Goings 
,' out, 


Digitized by 


Google 



( 4$ ) 

out, and according to all their Turnings, 
and according to their Windows, and ac¬ 
cording to their Doors, 

12 The Doors of the Chambers to the 
South ; and according to the Doors at the 
Entrance on the Walk, as unto the Window 
of Partition of the Interval of a Reed, and 
at the Eaft, as you go in through them. 

i j And he laid to me. The Chambers 
towards the North ; and the Chambers to¬ 
wards . the South , which are before the In¬ 
terval of the Partition; they are the Cham¬ 
bers of the holy Place, in which the Priefts, 
the Sons of ZjicLok , who come near to the 
Lord, fhall eat their moft holy Things, [and Rom . Heb. 
there fhall they lay their mojl holy Things and 
the Sacrifice, and the Sin-Offering, and the 
Trefpafs -0 Bering ; for the Place js holy. 

14 None fhall go in thither but the 
Priefts : and they fhall go out of the holy 
Place into the outer Court: that the Offer¬ 
ers may always be holy, and may not touch 
their Garments, in which they minifter j 
for they are holy: and they* fhall put on 
other Garments when they touch the Peo¬ 
ple. 

15 And the meafuring of the Houfe with¬ 
in was ended. And he brought me forth 
by the Way of the Gate that looked to¬ 
wards the Ea(l * and he meafured the Pat¬ 
tern of the Houfe round about, by the De- 
fcrJptm. 

1 6 And 
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1 6 And he flood at the back of the Gate 
that looketh towards the Eafi : and he' mear 
fured five hundred [Cubtts±\ with his mea- 
furing Reed. \ 

I'j And he turned to tile North, and 
meafured the Side that was on the face of 
the North, five hundred Cubits, with his, 
meafuring Reed. 

1.8 And he turned to the Wejt, and mea¬ 
fured the Side thatt was on the face of the 
Weft, five hundred, {Cubits,} with his mear 
Turing Reed, 

* 9 And he turned to the South, and mear 
fused the Side that was on the face of the 
South, five hundred {Cubits/} with Ids mea¬ 
ning Reed. 

2© On the, four Sides it was of the fame 
Meafure : and he defcribed it, and its Cir¬ 
cumference round about, five hundred {Cu¬ 
bit/} on the Eaft' v anc | five hundred Cubits 
in Breadth, to diftinguifh between the holy 
Places, and, theWall before the Houfe; which 
was in the Defcription of the Houfe. 

N, B. Ezekiel never mentions a third 
Court,, or, Court of the Gentiles : nor does 
it any way appear there will then be fuch 
a Court : the Profelytes being ordered to 
be inferted among the Tribes of Ifrael, 
Ezek. xlvii. 22, 25. 

N. B. Thp Differences between the He¬ 
brew, Roman,, and Alexandrian Copies, are 
of no great Confequence in the other Parts 
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of thefe la ft XIII Chapters of Ezekiel , which 
concern the final Reftoration and Settle-; 
ment of the XII Tribes in Judea : fo thatt 
it is not neceflary to make a new Verfion 
of them from the Alexandrian Copy. Only 
the Reader is to Obferve, that the Order of 
Situation of the Tribes will then be very Evk. 
different from their ancient Order \ that 
the holy Portion of 25000 Cubits Iquare, 
will be between Judah on the North , and 
Benjamin on the South ; that the City of 
Jerufalem will then be 5000 Cubits Iquare, 
with its 250 Cubits for the Suburbs eve¬ 
ry Way : and in the Middle of the holy 
Portion j and, that the Temple of 500 Cu¬ 
bits Iquare, will be in the Middle of Jeru¬ 
falem : and that after the Jews Converfion 
to Chriftianity, that Temple's Worfhip will 
ceafe, and the City, the new Jerufalem , will Apoc. XXI. 
be greatly enlarged, till a Cube of its fquare *• 
Root become 12000 Furlongs : which, at vuig.v.16. 
Jof ipbus* $Meafure of 400 Cubits to a Fur¬ 
long, will be a Square of almoft 25 Fur¬ 
longs, or full 9000 Cubits : which will be 
much more than three Times as large, as 
that in Ezekiel , and about the Largeftefs of 
the City of London at this Day. 

\ 

, A DIS- 
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Dissertation, 

to PROVE, 

j that the former XIV Chapters of the fecond 
Book of the apocryphal • Efdras, which the 
vulgar Latin files the fourth Book, is a 
genuine and an authentick Prophetick Book of 
the Old Teftament. 

The Reafons follow: 

(i.) r | ^HIS Book as much, and as dire&ly 
X claims to be a true Prophecy, as do any 
Other Prophetick Books of the whole. Old Tefta- 
. ment. This we learn from the Contents of the 
whole Book *, particularly from its Preface, The 

4 E/d. i. fecond Book of the Prophet Efdras:- who was 

Captive in the Land of the Medes, in the Reign of 
Artaierxes King of the Perlians. And the Word 
of the Lord came unto me faying , See. Nor does 1 
there appear any obvious Reafon why we fhould 
not believe this Declaration of Efdras, as well 
as we do believe the Declarations of the other 
Prophets of the Jewifh Nation f efpecially iince* 

We haVe no Remains, that we know of, any 
where preferv’d, of the Writings of any old falie 
Prophet of that Nation: rior is there the lead 
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Sigp that there ever was, in that. Nation, a falfe 
Prophet that took upon him the Name of Ezrah. 

(2.) The principal Contents of this Prophetick 
Book, are fo far from the wicked Notions and 
Compofitions of an Impoftor, or of a falfe Pro¬ 
phet, that they appear evidently noble, affect¬ 
ing, and indeed, truly fupernatural, and divine. 

For I muft freely own my felf to have been 
long in this Matter, for the main, of the Opini¬ 
on of the very learned and pious Dr. Lee ; whom 
Profeflor Ockley efteem’d, The greatejl Writer of Prtface u 
the Age by far , when he fays, that, ‘ Here are Lee ’* 

* many beautiful Paflages, which feem not infe- 

* rior to any Parts of the undoubted Canonical a ** 
‘ Scripture: that, fbme of the Beapties of this 

* Piece are truly ravifhing, and feem to be more 

‘ than artifidal: that, nothing can be finer than p. 5. 

‘ fbme of the Aptitudes; or more fublime than 

* fome of the Idea’s ; particularly,’ that in the 

* two firft Chapters, there is unqueftionable Mat- p. a y. 
c ter of the greateft Moment, both to the Jewifh 

‘ and Chriftian Peculium, conformable to the Pro- 
‘ phets of one, and the Apoftles of the other.— 

* That there is alfo, in thofe Chapters, fome- p- 30. 

‘ what very mafterly in the whole Condudt of 
'•it; which is after the oriental Manner: and 

* that there is a fublime in the Stile, even un- 

* dera mean Tranflation,-which can by no means 

* be contradicted.-That, ’tis certain thofe ^.31. 

* Chapters have a lofty Prophetick Character: 

‘ fuch as is hardly exceeded by any- of the un- 
1 doubted Prophets’. .Nor do I fee reafon to re- 
fbain any of thefe internal Characters to the two 
firft Chapters -, but think them- at leaft equally 
applicable to the twelve that follow: as Dr. Lee 
appears himfelf alfo to have thought, by his ad- 
mirablePrefaces to, or Expojitiow of the Jeven 
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Vijwns of Efckas, w^ich I have read in MS. and 
which notwithftanding the Chronological, and 
other Difficulties, which he had not then conquer¬ 
ed, are highly worthy the Perufal of the Inqui* 
fitive. 

(3.) Though the intire Contents of this Book 
prove, they could be Written by none but a Jew 5 
yet, as the fame Dr. Lee juftly obferves, feveral 
t' 3 °- of ‘ Thefe Prophefies could not be plealing to 
‘the Nation of the Jews on any Account; but, 

* on the contrary, very difagreeable to them: 

‘ from the common Prejudices and Miftakes which 
‘ are known to have prevailed among that Peo- 

IbU. * pie - They were ready to conclude, that’ 

* they were by Election made uhalterably the 

* Segullah of God, or his peculiar Inheritance, 

* and Delight; as in contradiftiridtion to all the 

' * other Nations of the World. This falfe Con- ' 

* clufion of theirs is'here diredtly contradidted, 

‘ and folidly enervated: [Chap. i. ii.J Hence 

* whofoever fhould have ptojihefied after this 

* Manner, could not otherwife eipeft [had hfe 
not depended on his divine Commiflion] ‘ but to’ 

‘ be condemned for a falfe Prophet’. I may add, 
that the Jews, a little before the coming of Je- 
fus of Nazareth, the only Time when a Jewifh 
Impofter can be fuppos’d to have counterfeited 
thefe Prophefies, were not in the ieaft difpos’d 
to believe that the M'eJJiah Jhould die : as is ex¬ 
prefly foretold here, vii. 29. So that the very 
Nature of the Prophefies, which, like the other 
genuine ones of the Old Teftament, ftill boldly 

- and openly declare the plain Truths of God, in 
Opposition to the plaufible Notions, arid Inclina¬ 
tions, and Errors of Men, prove that thefe Pro¬ 
phefies could not be deriv’d from the latter Jews' 

them- 
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themfelves, or indeed from any other original, 
than from Divine Revelation. 

(4.) The Chronological Characters in this Book, 
do themfelves confirm the Date at the beginning 
of the Book, that the Prophecy was given in the ■ 

Reign of Artaxerxes [Mnemon J] King of theVer- 
fians. Thus, in general,, here is not the leaft 
mention of any Fadt, or Hiftory, or Phrafe, or 
Cuftom, or Book, that was later than the Time 
whereto it pretends to belong: which are feldom 
or never avoided by later Impoftors, when they 
counterfeit ancient Writings * and Which, indeed, 
feems to be morally impoflible for fuch Impoftors 
intirely to,avoid. Thus, in particular, we have 
the Mention of the 30 th Tear from the Ruin of 
the City Jerufalem •, or theErpulfion of the two H 1 * * 9 * 

Tribes out of Judea, under the Perfans: which 
Ru in and Expulfion appears, both by Jofephus and Jofipb. 
Eufebius, to have been abput the fixth Year of dntiq. XL 
Artaxerxes Mnemon: and by Conference thirty 7 - 
Years after it comes to their Reftoration, or to 
the thirty fixth Year of his Reign. Take here 
the remarkable Words of Eufebius , the great Key 
for the underftanding this Book, as they ftand in 
his Evangelical Preparation, XI. 8. and. thofe very 
probably deriv’d IzomAfricamis, long before Eufe¬ 
bius, verbatim. * It is confefled, Jays he, that 
‘ Plato lived among the Egyptians , at the fame 
1 time when the Hebrews-, being driven out of 
‘ their own Country ,the fecond time, abqde in 
‘ Egypt, under the Monarchy of the Perfans ’ .* 
y/hich Time of Plato's Abode in Egypt, could only 
be under this Artaxerxes Mnemon $ and about 
the very fame time in his Reign, to which this 
thirty Years Captivity belongs, by our prefent 
Calculation. For Plato was about thirty Years 
old when this Captivity begun •, and about fixty 
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Vut. Fabric. Years old when it ended: he began his Travels 
Bibiiothea after the Death of Socrates , when he was twenty 
jjw L eight, as the Ancients inform us, and fo muft 
, ^,7 have finifhed them before he was liity. Thus 
in that moft eminent Predition of the Time 
for the coming of the Mefiiah, that Advent was 
vii. z8, to be within 400 Tsars: and this fo nicely, that 
4 9 * it Ihould not be till after thefe 400 Tears , how¬ 
ever, that the Meffiah fhould die$ both which, 
by Ptolemies Aftronomical Canon, exactly agree 
to the Time already fpecified. For the'thirty 
fixth Year of Artaxerxes Mnemon , is the 369th 
Sec XJjTcr. before the Chriftian JEra : and the 366th before 
SpPnd. ad the Birth of Jefus of Nazareth. And the Year 
Armosijios. when Jefus of Nazareth was crucified, or A. D. 

33, is really the 401ft, or at moft, the beginning 
of the 402’d Year from that 35th of Artaxerxes : 
which we have determined for the Date of this 
Prophecy. Now what is here very remarkable, 
is this, That no Jew or Chriftian, near the Time 
of Jefus of Nazareth, was Chronologer good enough 
to be able to fay, without divine Revelation, that 
from anv one certain Year of the Reign of Artax¬ 
erxes Mnemon , it was lefs than 400 Years to the 
Birth-, and more than 400 Years to the Death 
of Jefus of Nazareth. As the very imperfect 
See Ejf. on Chronology of Philo, and of Jofefhus, and of all 
tl 't °' f' th e Jews and Chriftians before Africams, do allure 
us - This Argument feems to me to be decijive, 
aio . 213. and at once to demovjirate the Truth of fheChro- 
Suppi. to nological Date of this Book 3 and that this Pre- 
Lit. Acc. of diction before us, could not be deriv’d from any 
P Si- thi ”S but from divine Revelation. Thus alfo we 
,0 s ■{ >' have here a moft accurate Chronological Deter¬ 
mination, that, if the Age of the World, from 
XIV. ii, the Deluge, to the Days of the Meflias, (for of 
yiv that Age I underftand this Period,) be divided 
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into 12 Parts, Io i Parts were already paft, when 
this Prediction was given $ and, by oonfequence, 

I i Part remained ftill behind. For, according 
to the moft eiadt Chronology we now have, as 
I have elfewhere fhewn, the Diftance between ^ ont j Jt 
the Flood, and the Birth of Jefus of Nazareth , or T. p. 
was 2924 Years. In order then to difcover the 
exadt Partition of this Period, fay, by the Golden 
Rule, 12 : I 4 • 24 ' 3 •• • 8 : I 2924 : 

36 before the Birth of Jefus of Nazarethzn 
3685 before the Chriftian JEra : which is no o- 
ther than the 36th Year of Artaxerxes Mnemon ; 
the very Year when I have already determined 
this Prophecy to have been given. This Argu¬ 
ment alfo feeim to .me to be decifve and to go 
very neai to demonjlrate the Truth of the Chro¬ 
nological Date of this Book; fince this accurate 
Determination before us could then be deriv’d \ 
from nothing but from Divine Revelation. 

N. B. The foregoing Numbers and Proportion 
give us the true Key of thofe Expreflions in Hag- 
gat, if the Words be there genuine j in Baruch } 
and in this Book of Efdras: as if it were but a 
little time till the Days of the Meifiah, who was 
to judge and reform the World : even when thofe 
Books were written : Tet a little while, fays Ha^- jj ag , jj. £ 
gai. The end [of the Age] is very nigh: Goas a Ear.v. 
Mercies are ready to come: the Period for his 2 6 . 
Judgment is not far off: the moff High will hajleti 
his Times very quickly ; and will fuddenly bring on % 
his Moments : the Periods o f the Times and Mo¬ 
ments will foon pafs away : ihb Touth of the World v , 
is \>aj[ed away, and the Vigour of what was created 
has long ago ceafed j and the Space of the Times is Poftfcr. v. 
very Jhort, nay, is paffing away . The Pitcher is I ?* 
near to the Well , and the Ship to the Haven,, and v l4; 
Life to a Conclufon, fays Baruch, As the Rain is 
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wore than the Dropsas the Fire h greater 
than the Smoke j but the Drops and the Smoke remain 
behind ; fo does the Quantity [of time] 1 which is 
pajl more exceed [that which is to come:] The 
World hath lojl it Touth , and the Time begins to 
wax old, fays God to Efdras. Which foregoing 
Comparifons made Efdras imagine, that he might 
live to fee thofe lafi Days of the Meffiab, whofe 
Diftance had been by two Similitudes reprefented 
to him, as not long Future. Yet when we come 
to the exact Divine Defignation of that very Di¬ 
ftance, in the'fame Book, it is there diredtly de¬ 
termined to be no lefs than the Interval of 400 
Years. The Reafon of all which Expreflions of 
the Sbortuejgyoi this Interval, isalfo given us in 
the latter Text, where thofe 400 Years are tru¬ 
ly determined to be no more, in Proportion, than 
the eighth Part of the intire Interval, from the 
Flood, till theDaysof the Melbas: which is indeed 
not fo much as the eleventh Part of the Time, 
from the beginning of the World, to the fame 
Time; and is, for certain, a very finall and in- 
confiderable Proportion. 

(?.) We have another very ftrong internal Ar¬ 
gument for the genuine Truth of this Book, which 
ufed to be made a principal Argument againfl: 
it; I mean, that Account we here have of the 
Removal of the 10 Tribes out of the Medo-per- 
Jian Empire, into a Country uninhabited till that 
time. It is evident, and confefs’d by all, that 
thefe ic Tribes, were carried thither by the Af- 
fyrians , Pul, Tiglath-Pul-Afar, and Salman-AJJar. 
They were there till the Death of Tobias, jun. 
who was one of them, when Niniveb was deftroy- 
ed by Nebuchadnezzar and AJlyages. Their Si¬ 
tuation beyond Euphrates was known, when 
Baruch wrote his Epiftle, and its Ppftfcript, to 
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them, after the Jewifh Temple was burnt by Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar ; of which we have already treat¬ 
ed. They were alfo there in the Days of our 
Efdras, when he wrote his two. firft Chapters of 
this Book to them, as then Captives under the . 
Medes and Perjians $ which I take to have been ' u 
about the 15th Year of this Artaxerxes. Yet it is 
withal evident, that when Z erdujht, the great Le- 
giflator of the Medes and Perjians, fet up his Reli¬ 
gion of Abraham, in that Empire,which, as we fhall 
lee, was about the Middle of this Reign, there ap¬ 
pear no Jews there: as we may eafily obferve thro’ . 
the whole Hiftory of Dr. Hyde : And that neither- HyJe Be 
their Brethren, the Jews, of the two Tribes in Ju- Relit*. veU . 
dea, nor thofein Babylon,have ever lince been able 
to give us any good Account of them^r have in¬ 
deed at all known where they are, to this very 
Day .What is the natural, the necefiary&mfequence 
of all this ?* but that about the very Time here fpe- 
cified, thefe roTribes really removed themfelves 
unto fome till then, and till now unknown Part 
of the World as we are here particularly in¬ 
formed. Accordingly, we find an Account in 
Plutarch's Life of this Artaxerxes Mnemov, that in 
the 21ft Year of his Reign, there were a People 
called Cadujians , or Holy People, (which was the See Fuller 
common Name for the Jews, there, in thofe Days) Mifceii.M. 
lituate on the North-Weft Parts of Mediq, near 5 •&?”<*• 
the beginning of the River Euphrates * whither 
this Account fuppofes the 10 Tribes to have bent & i0 ' 
their Courfe : we alfo find thefe Cadujij, or Holy 
People, when purfued or attacked by the Perjians t 
efcaping thofe Perjians under the Condu£b of two 
Kings, or Leaders; as the Fore-fathers of the 
Jews had efcap’d the Egyptians, under the Con- 
dud of Mofes and Aaron : and probably not 
without fome fuch Signs or wonderful Works, as. 
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Afc/e* and yis/mt of old wrought, and of whiclj 
our Accounts here make mention: though the 
Perfans , as is very ufual, endeavour to palliate 
the Matter, by aferibing their own Deliverance 
to a knavifh Stratagem, of one Artaba%us 5 while 
they confefs, that otherwife their Army had been, 
deftroy’d by thefe Cadufans. We may alfo take 
notice, that of thefe Cadufans yet we hear no¬ 
thing till this Time *. and that Strabo calls them 
Foreigners that came thither from elfewhere. In 
confirmation of which Hypothefis, we find re¬ 
mains of thefe 10 Tribes, abiding or wintering 
in Syria, by the Prefervation of Baruch's Epiftle 
to them, only in the Syriack Language,* as we 
have already feen. We alfo find no other well" 
attefted Relations of their prefent Habitation, 
but in the otherwife uninhabited Parts of Arabia , 
or in the neighbouring Parts of Africa, whither 
thefe Cadufans would naturally go, all along the 
Euphrates , We alfo find, that this Rout or Jour¬ 
ney is very agreeable to that Tear and half's Time, 
which this Author allows for it: this Road, thus 
winding, being little lefs than 3000 Miles. Which 
things none but a contemporary Author could know.. 
And, laftly, we may Remark, that fince Art ax* 
erxes thought fit to bring no fewer than 310000 
Men into the Field, again!! thefe Cadufans, as Plu¬ 
tarch witnefles, it looks much more like anAttempt 
to recover thefe intire io Tribes of Ifrael, who had 
long been his Subjects, his Slaves, and his Cap¬ 
tives, but were now departed out of his Domi¬ 
nion?, (like Pharaoh's Attempt in Egypt,) than to 
reduce only certain fcattered Mountaineers, who 
were in Rebellion againfl: him, as Plutarch fup- 
pofes. Nor can this grand Problem, What be¬ 
came of thefe 10 Tribes, in this very Reign, be 
folved to the leafl: Degree of Satisfaction, but 
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by taking the direft Account that is here given 
us by Efdras, for a faithful Account * and by fup- 
poling this Book of his to be true and genuine, 
at the lame time. 

(6.) We have another ftrong internal Argu¬ 
ment for the Truth of this Book of the Prophet 
Efdras , that the Author of it had plainly feen 
the Eyifile of Baruch to thefc Tribes ; and 
plainly alludes to it, in this his Prophecy. Com¬ 
pare 2 Baruch , v. 13—16. with 4 Efd. vii. 35. 

(69 -'I13O 36—4?. which Epiftle yet never 

appears to have bftn preferv’d, but among thofe 
Tribes, and thofe Syrians through whom they 
pafs’d. Whence it is very probable, that our 
Efdras had really been in Media , and was a Pro¬ 
phet there among thofe Tribes as himfelf in¬ 
forms us. And, by the way, this Citation or 
Allulion of a Jewilh Prophet to that Epiftle of 
Baruch , does, vice vend, fecure us of the Truth 
and authentick Nature of that Epiftle alfo. The 
mutual Agreement and Tallying of thefe quite 
different Records, that come from quite different 
Hands to us, mutually confirming each other’s 
Authority. As indeed does the Citation of our 
common Baruch , by himfelf, in that Epiftle, thus 
attefted to by a Jewilh Prophet, in like manner p , 2 . 
confirm the Truth and authentick Nature of that pfif 
Book alfo 5 of which I have already fpoken. 

(7.) Our Efdras informs us, that it was not for 
Idolatry, the ancient and hereditary Sin of all 
the 12 Tribes, that the two Tribes were now 
in Captivity at Babylon: nay, he pleads with 
God ftrongly for them on Account of their greater 
Piety and Religion, than that of the Cbaldeam^ 4 
$s if their merit on Account of their Freedom 3 l > 3 * 3 »* 
from Idolatry was then not fmall: He alfo in¬ 
forms ns, that one Solomon reftored thefe tw<? x. 4$. 
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Trifecs, 30 Years after their Captivity. Which 
Solomon has left, at leaft, 1$ Pfalms behind him, 
ftill extant; of which more hereafter. In thefe' 
?/<»/. So- Pfalms the Wickednefs of the two Tribes is great- 
lomon ly infifted on, as the Caufes of this their Capti- 
fafirii. v ity •, but not the leaft Syllable of any Guilt 
on Account of Idolatry. Nay, the Crimes he 
mentions are peculiarly fuch, Inceft, Murder, Pro- 
fenenefs, andMarrying with Strangers, as the other 
laft Books of the Old Teftament, Nehemiah and 
See Strppi. Malacbi, with Jofephus, complain of, and endea- 
to Lit. A c. vour t0 amend, after the Complaints of their Ido- 
% Sc 'y t ' latry were over. Now all this greatly, confirms the 
79,80. Chronology of Efdras y as ol one that really lived 
under the Perjians: fince we never .then find 
the two Tribes charged with Idolatry. All which 
exa&ly agrees to the State of the Jews at that 
time. And I truly think this Prophecy and Nar¬ 
ration does as univerfally agree with the Cir- 
cumftances of the two Tribes, under, and alter 
the Perfan Captivity, as do the Prophefies and 
Narrations in Jeremiah agree to the Circumftan- 
ces of the fame two Tribes-under the Babylonian. 
Nor would it have been eafy for the Learned 
to have permitted thefe noble Records to fall 
into fuch Contempt as they have done, had they 
not been univerfally miflead by tbofe fatal No¬ 
tions, that Efdras the Prophet, was the, fame 
... with Ezrah the Scribe y and that the 30 tb Tear af• 
1 .19. 'ix. ter the Ruin of the City, in this Book, was corri- 
43.47. x. puted from the Deftrudfion of Jerufalemby Nebn- 
45 . 4 < 5 . chadnezzar: both which Afiertions or Notions are 

deftitute ol almoft all real Evidence whatfoever. 

(8.) We have another ftrong Argument, that 
the old Jews did once allow this Book to be au- 
thentick, becaufe all their moft ancient Writ¬ 
ings, fince their Chaldee Paraphrafes y I mean, 

their 
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their Mijhna>an&Gemara ,and twoTalmuds with, 
all their later Writing, are built mainly upon 
this lingle, but fundamental Hypothecs, that Mo- 
fes communicated a private traditionary Do&rine, 
or Explication of the written Law, to the feven- 
ty Elders, at Mount Sittai, and that fuch as was 
not dire&ly contained in the Law, or Penta¬ 
teuch, publick among them * and which was all 
along concealed among the wife, from the Body 
of the People. This Notion, as it feems, they 
could hardly derive from any other fo authen¬ 
tic!: Record, as from the Words of our Pfophet 
Efdras: who exprefly allures us, that God flew 
ed Mofes great Wonders in Mount Sinai and ^r<), 
taught him the Secrets of the Times, and the End i 4, 5,6. 
and commanded him, faying, Thefe Words /halt thou 
declare , and thefe Jhalt thou hide. But then, thefe 
Secrets feem to be fuch as tho'fe here revealed to 
Efdras, and five Copies of them preferv’d in 
Writing. 5 and very far from what the modern 
Jews lometimes pretend them to have been. 

* (9.) The lame Jews do fpeak fo often, fo ful¬ 

ly, and fo largely, of a vaft Number of Confti- 
tutions, and Ordinances of one Ezrah ; which 
Conftitutions and Ordinances do frill, in a great 
Meafure, obtain among them * and of which yet 
the Hiftory of Ezrah the Scribe, either in oUr 
Copies, or m thole of JoJephus, makes not the leaft 
mention 5 that there is great Reafon to fufpe£t,. 
the original Perfon meant was our Efdras the Pro¬ 
phet : who was plainly the Governor of the' 

Jews at Babylon, under their Perfan Captivity *, V.i$ -19- 
who foretold their Return and Restoration juft 
before it came to pafs* and hath left us the 
Name of that Solomon who reftored them, and x. 4.6. 
their Worlbip 5 and who therefore might natu- 
■ rally give them thofe Rules, which were before 

want- 
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Wanting, or had been before neglected : and of 
which, as being from the laft Prophet in their 
Nation, they might be very fond and tenaci¬ 
ous $ as it appears they have been till this very 
Day. Which Conftitutions, and Ordinances, of 
a Prophet EJdras , fo throughly owned by the 
Jewifh Nation, are a great Confirmation that 
they had fuch a Prophet, and that the Author 
of this Book was he. See Dr. Lee of thefe Rules 
at large, p. 33— $ o. 

And fo much of the Interval CbaraSers. I come 
flow to the External Tejlimovies. 

(ic.) This Book of the Prophet Efdras was 
tranflated, among the other facred Books of the 
See Vindi- Jews, by the Septuagint Interpreters or by thofe 
cation of learned Egyptian Jews who anciently paued by 
Arifteas, that Name, in the Days of Ptolemy Lags, and 
Kit Ptolemy Pbiladelpbus. That there was fuch a 
after \le Greek Verfion of this Book made, before the 
Lit. Acc.of times of Chriftianity, though now loft, is very 
Script. plain, by the exprefs Mention of it in the 85th 

iropb. Apoftolical Canon, and that under the very 

Name of the fecond Book of Efdras ; by the Cita¬ 
tions of JuJlin Martyr , Iren&us, and Clemens 
Alexandrinus , to be mentioned prefently; which 
were made from it: by the old ltalick or Vulgate 
Verfion, made from the Septuagint , ftill extant 
in the Latin Bible6, from which bur Englijb Ver¬ 
fion was made : by the Citations of Tertullian, 
and Ambrofe, the /Latin Fathers, to be fet down 
by and by, who ftill ufed Verfions made from 
the Septuagint: and, after all, by little lefs than 
the direct Confeifion of Jerom, its grcateft Ene¬ 
my •> as we (hall fee prefently. Now till this 
Argument can be effeftually anfwered, all other 
Evafions will fignify little. Nor will the con¬ 
trary Sentiments of all the Modems, fince Jt' 
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rorn, no not even with Jerom'% own Suffrage, be 
worth confidering, in Oppofitiop to the Senfe of. 
the Jewifh Church of Egypt, or of Alexandria, 
at no'greater Diftance than a iingle Century from 
the Days of Efdras $ aim off 300 Years before 
the Birth of Chrift * and about 700 Years before 
jthe Days of Jerom. 

(li.) The main Contents, Notions, and Lan¬ 
guage of this Book are frequently alluded to, if 
not direCtly cited by Jefus Chrift himfelfj as 
Dr .Lee hath largely ffrewed: and that all as true, Difert.p. 
Certain, and of Divine Infpiration. A tew of the 
moft remarkable Paflages fhall be here fet down, 
in parallel Columns, for the Reader’s immediate 
Satisfaction : who, for the reft, is referr’d to 
I)r. Lee's more compleat Collection. Only he is 
deiired to remark, that thefe Citations, or Re¬ 
ferences, made by our Saviour, to this Book of 
Efdras, feem to be fome of the earlieft Citati¬ 
ons or References we now have, to any of thofe 
Books in our Bibles that are called Apocrypha 5 
altho' feveral of them were written many Cen¬ 
turies, and the lateft of them near two Centu¬ 
ries before any of thofe Citations or References, 
now extant, were made to them. 


ESDRAS. JESUS CHRIST. 


leathered yon to¬ 
gether, as a Hen ga¬ 
thered) her Chickens 
under herWings: hut 
pov. vhat flail I do 
•unto you ? I will 
cajl you oyt from my 
Face, chap. i. 30. 


How often would I have ga» 
thered thy Children together, 
even as a Hen gathereth her 
Chickens under her Things, and 

ye would not: - Te flail not 

fee me henceforth, till ye flail 
fay , Blejfed, &c. Matt, xxiii. 
37. 39. Luk. xiii. 34. 


I fent 
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I fent unto you Behold, I fend unto them- 
my Servants, thePro . Prophets: — - and fome of 
pbets, whom ye have them ye fall kill and crucify y 
taken and Jlain, and Matt, xxiii. 34. 
torn tpeir Bodies in Therefore , alfo, faid the 

Pieces •, whoje Blood Wifdom of God I will fend 
I will require at your them Prophets, and Apoflles 5 
Hands, faith the and fome of them they fall fay. 
Lord, v. 32. and perfecute 5 that the Blood 

of all the Prophets, from the 
t Foundation of the World, may 

be required of this Generation, 
j, . Luk. xi. 49. 

s > ' -- That upon fhem may 

* come all the righteous Blood, 

■ &c. Matt, xxiii. 3 

0 Jerufalem, Jerufalem! 
| thou that killef the Prophets, 

. and fionefl them that are fent. 

; unto thee ! v. 37. 

Thus faith the Ah Behold, your Houfe is left 
mighty Lord, your unto you defolate, Matt, xxiii. 
Houfe is defolate, v. 33, Luk. xiii. 35. ' 

33 - . 

Give thefe the e- That they may receive you 
verlafing Taber na- into, everlafing Tabernacles, 
cles, v. 11. Luk. xvi. p. 

Pray for few Days Except thofe Days be fort• 

unto, you, that they enei, there fould no Fief be 
may be fortened, v.' faved •, but for the Ele£Psfake 
13. . | they fall be fortened. Matt 

• xxiv. 22. Mar. xiii. 20. 

But then, the Reader is to take notify 4 hat l 
afcribe thefe and the like References of our Blef- 

fed 
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fed Saviour, not to this Book it felf \ which wm 
not, I think, then extant in the Jenifalem Canon, 
or owned as facred by the Jews in Judea 5 as we 
fliall fee prefently: but to the Contents of this 
Book only. Which Contents our Lord, who gave 
this, and all other Prophefies, by his Spirit j and 
which Spirit he had now communicated to him John in. 
without'Meafure , might allude to, or cite, without 34* 
his having ever feen the Book it felf. And whe¬ 
ther by that Key of Knowledge , which our Saviour 
complains the Jewifh Scribes had taken away from 
the People, by which Means they hindered them 
from entring into his Religion, be not meant. 

This, and the like clear Evidences for Chrifti- 
anity, which had been delivered down to their 
Fore* fathers, for the certain Explication oj the 
written Law , (as the Author of the Recognitions t Matt. 
Jertulliatt, and Dr. Lee are ready to fuppofe,) xxiii. 23. 
will deferve to be throughly confidered. I do Luc.xl.5i; 
not here mention the other Citations or Reference ***** Ir * 
either of our Saviour before , or of St. John in his rertult. 
Revelation, or of the Apoftles in their Confti- Adv. 
tutions, after the open Publication of this Book : Manion. 
which yet feem to me not a few; nor obfcure \ | v -? 7 - 
becaufe it is not, at firft fight, evident, whether 
thofe Paflages do allude to the parallel ones in er ’ 20 * 
this Book, or vice versa. As to all which I re¬ 
fer the curious Reader to Dr. Lee’s full Collecti¬ 
on, and his Reflections Upon it. 

(12.) In the Fragments of that very ancient 
Book, Ailed, the Breaching of Peter, to be fet down 
hereafter, we have a famous Quotation, in the 
Name of the Apoftles themfelves, out of fome of Af 
the old Prophets, which did ja>8ei/Tw£o ? f 

, iKjgvQV 0 Li<y^ftv J (ufthenHcJilyfandin ex- 
prefs Words, Name ChrijTjefas. Now, this only 
«ad exactly agrees to the famous Prediction in 

our 
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bar PfJr as, vii. 28, 29. where both thofe Barnes 
Of the Son of God, Chrifl, and JeJ'us, are di- 
te&ly foretold accordingly. Now fince it ap¬ 
pears, that this Quotation was really taken 
from St. Peter ’s Own Preaching, by fome of his 
Hearers , and that it properly belongs to the 
Prophecy in this Book here cited, there is lit¬ 
tle Rea fon to doubt, but our Efdras was owned 
by the Apoftles, as a true Prophet; and that he 
contained the plaineft Character of our bleffecf 
Savioui as the true Melfias 5 I mean, that of his 
very Name JeJus Chrift , of any other Prophet 
wbatfever. 

(13.) The 85th Apojtolical Cation, Or Cafa* 
logue of facred Books, to be read in Chriftian 
Churches, made, 1 think, before the firft Ceti- 
-p r - m tury was expired, about A. D. 86, in all its Co- 
thrift. pies, names two Books of Efdras as canonical 
—which in thofe Days muft mean thofe two which 
Vol. ill- we 11oW call Apocrypal: the Book of Nehemtab 
being not, till long afterwards, Called the 2d of 
Efdras: and what we now call the canonical 
Ejf m the Exrab, not having then appear’d in the Chriftian 
O. T. p. Worid. So that this fecond Book of Efdras , is, 
50 — 55 - in the ftri&eft Senfe, canonical , and is recom¬ 
mended as fitch by Apoftolical Authority to the 
Churches of Chrift. And that this was one of 
thofe facred Books, originally delivered to the 
primitive Churches by thofe Apoftles, will farther 
appear by its Reception, in thofe Churches ac¬ 
cordingly $ which the following Teftimonies will 
■ prove. 

(14.) St. Barnabas , in his Catholick. Epiftle, 
feemsj&cites this Book of Efdras •, and that di- 
TKtljCas written by a Jewifn Prophet, in thefe 
f. iz: Words. After the like Manner be determines con¬ 

cerning the Crop * in another Prophet 5 who Jays,: 

Arid' 
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And when will thefe Things be compleated ? Ant 
the Lord faith , when the Wood JhaU bend down ,, 
and rife up again ; and when Blood pall drop out of 
the Wood. The former Expreffion is not met 
with in our prefent Copies of the Prophet Efdras, 
no more than in thole of any other Prophet: 
but the latter is here verbatim. Where in Anlwer 
to the Prophet’s Queftion, about the Signs of the n.Efd.v.4. 
Confummation of the Times , the Angel anlwers, v u . / 
When Blood (hall drop out of the Woodj_ which 
"TDr. Bernard juftly efteems a reaTand direfiTCita* In Barn. 
tion of this Text of Efdtas. loc. 

(15.) Jufin Martyr, who might be bom feveral w 
Years before the end of the firft Century, cites cum Ttyph 
a famous Text out of Efdras, to be hereafter fet p. 191,19s. 
down at large * which feems to be part of the 
firft Book of our Prophet Efdras , the Main of 
which is now loft: and he cites it juft in the 

fame Manner as he would any other P mpheHdc - - 

Book of the Old Teftament. * 

(16 ) Jren&us, who might be born within ten 
Years of the end of the firft Century, clearly 
and openly cites this Prophecy Of Efdras, as di¬ 
vinely infpir’d, in thefe Words •, ‘ In the Captiyi- iii. 2 j„- 

* ty of the People under Nebuchadnezzar, when 

* the Scriptures had been corrupted, [or defray'd 

* and when the Jews, after 70 Years, were re- 

* turned back to their own Country. Afterward, 

* in the Days of Artaxerxes , King of the Perlians. . 

‘ God inf pired Efdras. the Prieft, .of the Tribe 

* of Levi, to fet in order all the Words of the for- *^—48.' 

* mer Prophets; and to reftore the Legillation of 

* Mofes , to the People’: which eminent Teftimo* 
ny, not only ftrongly confirms t the general Infpi- 
ration of this Prophet Efdras\ but fecures his 
prefent Genealogy, and the Reign of Arttixerxes, 

King of the Per fans, under which he lived, as 

in 
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in our prefent Copies, beyond all poffibility of 
x Contradiction. 

(17.) Clemens Alexandrinus, tho’ he feem to 
confound Ezrdh the Scribe, and Efdras the Pro* 

, phet together * yet fays, that, 4 By Efdras there 

Strom. I. ‘ was made a Revife and Reftoration of the di- 
* vinely infpired Writings % and the PafTover of 
>>0 ' . * Salvation was celebrated’. .And elfewhere he 

almoft ufes the Words of Iren&us, ’ ‘ That under 
t- 3 + 2, * the Captivity of Nebuchadnezzar , when the 

4 Scriptures had been corrupted, [or deflrofd 5"] 
4 in the time of Artaxerxes , King of the Perjtans •, 
4 Efdras,, a Levite and Prieft, was infpired, and by 
4 Prophetick Alfiftance, renewed all the ancient 
Shvw.lll. 4 Scriptures’. And in another place, he cites a 
f. 4<>S. p ar t 0 f a Verfe from this Prophet Efdras , in thefe 
.ECdV ^ or ^ s • For why was not mj Mother s \Vomb my 
Grave ? that I might not fee the Travel of Jacob , and 
the wearifom Toil of the Stock of Ifrael: faith Efd¬ 
ras the Prophet. Which is, in a maimer, verbatim, 
according to our.prefent Copies. 

De Cult. ( 18 ) Tertullian allures us,’ as a thing certain, 

j. * That when JeruJ'alem had. been deftroyed by the 
4 Babylonians, all the facred Books of the Jewifh 
4 Literature were reftor’d by Efdras , according 
to his Interpretation of the Account in this Book: 
with a Ihrew’d Intimation of his own, that 4 The 
4 Jews rejected fuch Books as this, becaufe of 
4 the great Advantages which the Cbriftians reap- 
4 ed from them’ which feems to me to be very 
true. • 

i 0 (1 9’) The very learned Author of the Synopjis 

Atbanaf. $ acr& Scriptures, about the Days of Origen, gives 
Tom. II.’ us a diftindt, and an invaluable Catalogue of all 
?. 124— the facred Books, both of the Old and New Tefta* 
204. ment * with an Abridgement of thofe that were 
then read in the Churches of Chriftians f he, in 

both 
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both Places, recounts two Books o f Efdras \ 
whom he takes to be Ezra /; the Scribe *, but both 
as then in one Volume. He means the firft Book 
of the Apocryphal Efdras as one, and the known 
Books of Ezrah and Nehemiab , put together, as the 
other. But then -, what I defire may be here 
greatly remark’d 5 when this Author comes near 
.theConcluilon of his Account, of the fecond Book 
of Efdras, he fhews, that part of our Book of the 
Prophet Ejdras, was in thofe Days added at its 
Conclufion. His Words are thefe-, ‘ It is alfb 

* further related of Efdras, t hat when the holy 

* Books had n erifhed. bv the Negligence cf the ' 

‘ People, and, "ofTAccount of their long Captr^ 

* vity, Ejdras, who was a vertuous Man, ot a 
.* good Temper, and a Reader, preferved them 

* all himfelf, and at length produced them,,and 

* publifhed them to all 5 by which Means the 

* holy Books were preferved’: which unquefticn- 
ably relates -to the famous Account we have in 
Chap. xiv. of our Prophet Efdras. This Confu*, 
lion of thefe two Efdrafes and Nehemiab, in the 
Copies of this Author, puts me in Mind of what 
the later Benedi&in Editors of Ambrofe fay con¬ 
cerning fome of the old MSS. of this Ejdras j 

‘ Moreover, fay they, - one may find this Book /„ A m - 

* cnpledamnn^lhe^ammcal Books, in fome an- braf. d* 

* dient MSS. though not in all of them 5 and not Bono nior- 

* without fome Difthl&ion. For in a very an- f" Acim ° n ~ 
*. cient Copy which is kept in our Library,, the ,Uo ' 

* two canonical Books of If dr as [Ezrah and Ne- 
hemiah] *, are put together [as one Book; - ] The 

* fecond B ook begins with the firft Chapte r of 
ihis^fb^t 533 ders 3 lrbe fure it is fo T becaulens 

‘ firft Words are thefe. The fecond Book of the 

* Prophet Efdras. And befides, four fmall Books 
‘ are made out of the feveral Chapters of this, 

F * and 
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* and of the third Book mingled together*. Let 
the fbber Reader confider, what could be the 
Reafbn of the ftrange Treatment of this Book, 
and of the ftrange Confufion its Copies have been 
in, almoft all the paft Ages of Chriftianity 1 . As 
for my felf, I confefs, I cannot but ftrongly fu- 
fpeft, that the Jews, about the Days of Barcbocab , 
made that Epitome of the true Book of Eirah , 
which we now falfely call the canonical one * 
and which, inand in the Roman 
Edition, ancTlVIS. Alex, is a main Part of the 
fecond Book of Efdras -, on purpofe that it might 
pals for the real fecond Book of the Prophet Efd¬ 
ras , which we are now treating of. Nor can any 
other probable Reafon be given, that I fee, . of 
this Forgery, of an Epitome of a Book of Scrip* 

rtf. on tic ture, unknown to the earlier Jews, and Ghri- 
o. T- p. ftians, by thefe jews, but with this very defign, 

*— 53 * of getting rid of that other •, which fo folly ae- 

monftrated Jefus, whom they had crucified, to be 
the true Mefliah. 

AdBcme- (20.) When Cyprian tells Demetrian, that * He 
trianp.mio * was Ignorant of Divine Knowledge', if he was- 
pofi pnr.cip. ‘ no t fenfible that the World was grown old *, and, 
.‘ that it did-ilot ftand with thatFirmnefs with 
‘ wh ich it ftood- formerly; nor had that Vigor of 

* Youth and Strength with which it formerly 
‘ flourifh’d*: and when he prefently intimates, 
that, ‘ this was the.Dodrirte of the holy Scriptures*, 
he dijSfiot well be foppos’d fo refer to any other 
then to' that Text it), our Efdras, The World bath lojl 

$ £jd. xiv. its fyi/tfi,and begins to wax old. Which 

*<*• Book* thereforte,Vin all probability, \ras acknow¬ 
ledge by CjyHdn to be really a Book of holy 
Scripture. -£m 

D-^er.Sapr (21.) LaBatitius citesthe veryfamePafiageout 
i8. of Eldras, that will be hereafter fet down, from- 
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Jvftin Martyr * and he calls what Was thereiri 
Written, the Tejlimony of a Prophet. 

(22.) Ambrofe, Bifhop of Milan, quotes a great Epift.XXl. 
deal out of this Book 5 which Quotations will he ad tforon* 
fet down hereafter: and he not only quotes if, t ‘^ nu '^f e 
bat argues at large from it. In particular, he 
quotes that moft eminent Text, which concerns 
the exadi time of the Advent and Death of the Bono mar- 
Meffias; and lo as to corredt our prefent Copies: >« 

which Text is of the greateft Confequence of all 
others, now extant, in any Prophetick Book in 
the World. He alfo ever cites this Book as then 
of undoubted Authority among Chriftians •, and 
as, without Dilpute, Divinely Infpired. 

(23.) Bafl {peaks of * that Plain whither our Epijt.ad 

* Efdras retired, when he wrote al l thp jnfpjrat Cbiiov.Qp. 

* Books, out of his own MidSfatthe command 

1 of God*. Which is an evident Citation of the ^lf 2 ' x iu, 
XIVth Chapter of this Book, as efteemed by him 5-. x iv.’ 
not only true, but Prophetical and Divine allb. 25, 

(24.) Vigilantivs , a Gaul by 1 Birth, but a Pref- Ap. Huron • 
by ter of the Church of Barcelona in Spain , in the E P- LIU* 
Days of Jerom , propofed to prove out of what ad ^‘& ,lanU 
Jerom called an Apocryphal Book of Efdras, but 
which the other appears to have efteemed authen- 
tick or canonical , that * Hone would venture to' 

‘ intercede for others at the Day of Judgment*. 4 Efd. vii. 
Which Dodtrine is ftill extant, at large, in our v.35 0o7> 
Prophet Efdras. Jerom alfo confelfes, that there — 45 * 
were others belides Vigilantius who read this Book 
of Efdras, as authentick or canonical allb, in 
the fame Age. 

(2O The very learned Jerom himfelf; the 
grana Enemy or Defpifer of all • facred Books 
of the old Teftament, that were? not preferv*d in 
Hebrew , and recommended to him by the Jews 
of his Age * does yet, with all the Jewilh Wri- 
F 7 ters 
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tnf. in tejrg, acknowledge,- th at the Hebrew Boot of E€- 
E*r .&> ra b was a Angle Book in it felf; though the 
Neh * Words of Nehemiah, uftd, in his Days, to be 

reckoned to it, as the Jecond Book of Exrah : and -. 
that the prefent Apocryphal. Books of Efdras 
were then {filed the third and fourth Books of 
EJdras : contrary to all Antiquity, as to the for¬ 
mer of thofe two •, and contrary.to the very firffc 
Words of the: Book, as to the latter of them. 
Whence then • has it come to pdfs; that the firfi 
and Jecond Booksof Exrah or. EJdras, the only • 
Books that could be fo {filed, before the making; 
that-Epitojpe of the. fir ft Book, which now {lands 
in the Hebrew Canon, under the f?ame of Exrah,. 
{hould be {filed byjero-m, and the.vulgar Xati»,the 
third and fourth Books ? Vide r hit Erudtti. How-' 
ever, Jcrom acknowledges, that both the Gresk 
\TerAon, and the old Latin one, made from the 
Greek, had two Book? beAdes that intheHebrew, 
under the Name of Efdras 5 "which two-he calls: 
The Dreams /if the third and fourth Apocryphal 
Books of Efdras: -although he does not deny. 
They might be fupported by the Authority of the[ 
Septuagint In terpreters, Nntwithftahding which 
Authority,; he .declares, ‘ He reje&s them ; be- 
* caufe the jews [of bis Days ] did not infert them 
‘ into their 24 lacred Books’. , He alio chides 
Kp.LM.ad and banters Vigilantius moft feverely, for alleg- 
VigiUnt. dig the Text above-mentioned out of this Book •, 
and, in way o; difrefpe<St, calls it Apocryphal. 
Homi’. (ib.) Chryjojlom intorms us* ‘ that God infpir- 
vi t. in * ed EJdras, that wonderful Perfon, to put to- 
%/* ad * gether, and publifh the fcattered Fragments of 
' u “' * the holy Books, alter they had been cut to 

‘ Pieces and burnt’. Which is his Notion of 
.which is in chap. xiv. of this Book \ and which 

{hews 1 
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fhews that he efteemed this B ook not only True, 
but Prophetical and Divine ulfb. 

(27.) The Author of the Commentary on. the p. 87. 
GofpelofSt. Mark, among th e Works ot Jerom\ 
when he comes to the Death of Ch rift, fays. Here v 
did Blood drop out of the Wood: iina direct Allufion ^ ^ ' 
to the Words of Efdras •, in whom they are found* 
or at leaftof Barnabas , who had quoted them be¬ 
fore him. 

(28.) Whoever was the Author of the Interpret 
tatiun of the Tejiimonies againft the Jews, among 
the Works of Gregory Nyjfen, fays, Thoje Things NylTcn. 
will be fulfilled, faith the Lord, when Blood Jball Op • Taw. 
drop out of the Wood. Which fliews, that the Au- IJ * P - 1 
thor believed this Book of Efdras, wherein that ^ 
Citation is, to be truly Prophetical: as alfo, ^ ^ ' ’ 
that his Copy was the fame with ours in this 
Text, without that which Barnabas appears to have 
had in his Copy befides. When the Wood Jball beryl 
down , and rife up again. Which deferves our par¬ 
ticular Obfervation. . ' 

. (29.) Leontius , of Byxantium, informs us, a- z> Stflt, 
bout the end of the fixth Century, that * Efdras f 428. 

* came to Jerufulem, and, upon finding the XXII 

* holy Books burnt, while the Jews had been in 

* Captivity, he was reported to have written 

* them out anew, by Memory 5 . Which fhews, 

that the fame Book of Efdras , was believed to be 
true in his Days. . 

(30.) The learned Author of the Opus Imper- 
feUium inMattbaum, about the loth Century 5 , cites xxxiv.;« 
this Book and that direCtly as written by the , 
Prophet Efdras: wliofe Words, agreeing with the 
Purport of our prefent Copies, will be hereafter 
fet down in their proper Place, among the ancient 
Citations, for correcting our Copies. 

F 5 And 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



f49$rih. 


( 70 ) 

And fo far goes the original ot ancient Evidence, 
that eftablilhes the Authority of this Sacred Book ': 
which of what weight it is, muft be left to the 
Impartial Reader’s fober Confideration. 

But as to the Objeftions againft the facred Autho¬ 
rity of this Book, which fo late as Dr. Lee’s Diffcr- 
tat ion were plainly unfurmountable, as any one 
may eafily perceive that perufes that Diuerta- 
tion i they feem to me to be almoft all of them 
too weak to deferve any particular and operofe 
Anfwer. Indeed, they appear to me almoft 
wholly owing, either to the grofslmpofitions of 
the Jews, about the Days of Origen and Jeram j 
or to the grofs Ignorance of the latter Ages of 
Chriftianity. Had the Learned but obferv’d thofe 
few Lines in Eufebius , derived moft probably from 
that wonderful Chronologer and Hiftorian Afri- 
cattusj already produc’d, concerning the Perjian 
Captivity of the Jews, in the Days of Artax- 
erxes Mvetnon \ or in the very Reign where¬ 
to this Book moft exprefly belongs; they could 
hardly haye been fo puzzled and perplexed about 
it, as they have hitherto been. However, it 
appears very plain, from the Evidence I have 
produc’d above, that all the ancient Chriftians, 
who read and conlidered this wonderful Book, 
did, without Hefitation, acknowledge it to be a 
genuine and an atrthentick Prophetick Book of the 
Old Teftament. Nor do I find that the Jews 
themfelyes, from whom it came to the Chriftians, 
could then deny its original iacred Authority 5 
any farther than as it ftrongly bear witnefs againft 
them, in their Infidelity, and fo was, of courfe, 
to be run down by them, as much as poflible $ in 
order to fupport themfelves againft Chriftianity. 

N. B. I earneftly defire, that the Inquifitive 
Reader will here, by way of farther Examinati* 

1 on 
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on of the Truth of the Prophefies of this Book, 
carefully perufe the two Copies of the Xlth and 
Xllth Chapters of it, and compare them with that 
Explication of the fifth Vifion of Efdras, contain* 
ed in thofe Chapters, which I publifhed a Year 
ago, as a Specimen of the prefent Work * and 
which will be exhibited prefently : concerning 
an Eagle \ with its great Wings * and fmall Wings * 
and Heads and Body $ and Talons: to be all de- 
ftroyed by a Lion: and to confider ferioufly, whe¬ 
ther the leveral Parts, whether every one of the 
leveral Parts of this ancient Prophetick Vifion, 
of which, I fuppofe, we have ftill Copies above 
looo Years old,, have not been exactly and un- 
denyable falfill’d, in the foregoing Ages, all 
along, till this very Day. As to my felf, I 
confefs, the Predictions, and the Completions feem 
to me fo exactly to harmonize, that, were it 
not impoflible to be fo abfurd, I ao verily believe 
fome of our modem Infidels would do by thefe 
Predictions, as Prophyry, and other Infidels have 
done, and ftill do, by the Predictions in Daniel 5 
and would boldly affirm, they believed they were 
written not before, but after thefe their Comple* 
tions. However, the Predictions ftill remaining 
to be fulfilled, feem to me fo plain, and their 
Completion fb near at hand, that, I think, it 
cannot be very many Years e’re the Authority 
of this Book muft be either undenyably efta* 
bliftfd, by their Completion; or confuted, by 
their Failure. To which future, as well as paft 
Evidence, the final Determination of this moft 
important Matter muft be left. I call it a moft 
important Matter $ as it certainly is; becaufe, if 
it be onceundenyable, that this Book of Efdras is 
really Prophetical and Divine *, it will be withal 
yndenyable, not only, that the Hiftory of the 
*4 Creation, 
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Creation* and^the Law of Mofss, which are ever 
here ftppofed True and Divine; are fo: but that 
every one of the Prophets of the Old Teftament, 
which are here all either enumerated, or quoted 
as true and infpired Prophets, were certainly fo 
alfo. Nay, it will be farther undenyable, that 
Jefus of Nazareth, who was born, and who died 
at the exad Time here foretold concerning the 
true Meflias, is no other than that true Meilias. 

: N. B. The XVth and XVIth Chapters of this 
fecond Book of Efdras, are rightly wanting in the 
AraLick Copy; and both by the Stile and Con¬ 
tents appear to belong, not to Efdras, but rather 
to Jeremias. But iince I have little or nothing 
to add on this Subjed, to what Dr. Lee has al¬ 
ready faid, about that part of this Book, befides 
the notice of one peculiar Prophecy of Jeremiah 
therein contained, now diflocated from its pro¬ 
per Place in the known Book of that Prophet, 
chap. xv. 10 ,11. which has been already obferv’d: 
I fhall fay no more about thefe Chapters, but 
refer the Reader to the Dodors Obfervations, 
and his own future Enquiries thereto relating. 
I fay, his own future Enquiries alfo •, for I confefs 
my felf too little a Mafter of thofe Chapters, to 
give him any more compleat Satisfadion. 

N. B. It may not, perhaps, be unacceptable 
to the Reader, to have here fome Account, how 
far I had any Hints given me towards my Expli¬ 
cation of the fifth Vifion of Efdras, of which I 
have been juft now fpeaking ; and which fhall 
be fet down immediately, and how far I complied 
with them. Now, this will foon be done, by 
producing one fingle, imperfed Paflage out of 
Dr. Lee’s Differtation; which contained either 
all, or, in a manner, all the Hints I had, in or¬ 
der to that Explication. The Words are thefe: 

——‘ And 
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~—, And Prophetical Scripture,. muft ne<fcU 
‘ apfwer :to the left Side of the • Eaglfc. What 
‘ great contending there hag : been by the Sworid* 

‘ >tp make the r ight Head caft' up again what-it 
‘ hath fwallowed down,. We fcli'know: : : but hoV 
‘ long this Contention fhall yet laft, until tbd 
‘ Sword of the one, fljall quite devour the Sword of 

* the other, none of us knoweth. For moft certainly 
‘ all the Thoughts and Politicks of Men fhall 

* be here confounded : and when we fay, with 
‘ the great eft Affurance, according to humane 
‘ Profpe&s, Peace, Peace, there fhall be no Peace 
‘ at all for us j I fay, for us : for I know not 
‘ among whom elfe to find that ftnall Kingdom , 

* full of Trouble, which is to furvive thofe two 

* other great Kingdoms, reprefentedin Villon by 

* the two remaining Heads of the Eagle. If 
‘ now, at laft, the right Head, after his hav- 
‘ ing. devoured the left, fhould fall through the 
‘ Sword himfelf, then will it be evident, that 
‘ the Xlth and Xllth Chapters of Efdras do con- 
‘ tain in them a true and faithful Prophecy, 
(whoever was the Writer of that Book•,) ‘ apd 
‘ that we reafonably expedt thofe other Things 
*, fhortly after to come to pafs, which we are 
‘ there encouraged to hope for. I doubt not 
‘ but you [ Profejfor Ockley j will be pleas’d, when 
‘ you fhall have reflefted, with your wonted 
‘ Accuracy, upon Chap. xii. v. 29, 30, 31. For 

* .what can be more expreflive, in the fymboli- 

* cal Language, of the grand maritim Powers, at 
‘ this Day, than two feathers under the Eagle’s 
‘ Wings, pajfng over the Head, that is on the right 

* Side, i. e. over France. I leave you to make 
‘ the Application both of this, and of what fol- 
‘ lows *, concerning the fpecial Divine Providence 
‘ and Ordination of Matters, with refpett to 

i thefe ^ 
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* thefe | amidft all the confided Tumults and 

* Convulsions of State 5 which cannot but there- 

* in arife 5 notwithftanding that thefe are they 

* whom the ffigbefi bath kept unto their end , even 

* the end of this laft of the four Monarchies, 
J feen by Darnel', ■ 
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A N 

EXPLICATION 

n U T u r 

FIFTH VISION 

OF THE 

Prophet ESDRAS\ 

£ HAP. xi. and xii. 

Concerning an Eagle, with twelve greatWings j 
eight fmall Wings; and three Heads - 
bejides his Body, and Talons j to be de¬ 
frayed by a Lion. 

Preparatory Obfervations. 

L OINCE God himfelf, in his Erpofition of 
v3 this Vifion, allures the Prophet exprefly, 
that it belongs to the fame fourth or Roman Em¬ 
pire which was formerly fhewn to his Brother 
Daniel; and which, we know, was not only 
more oblcurely intimated by Mofes, to come 
from far, from the ends of the Earth, as the Eagle 
fyetb but was more diftindly deferibed in the 
Apocalypfe of St. John afterwards •, where we 
have the diredl mention of two Tfhtgs of the 
lame great Eagle alio: our Expofitions of this 
Vifion ought all along to refpedt thofe other 

parallel 
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parallel Prophefies, and to have the chief regard 
to thole feveral Countries, and Kingdoms, which 
thefe other Prophefies defcribe, and confine them- 
lelves to. Which Rule I fhall all along carefully 
obferve in this Expofition. 

II. Since, therefore, thofe other Prophefies of 
Scripture diftinguifh the four .Monarchies Geo¬ 
graphically, as well as Chronologically •, and do not 
meddle with thofe Parts of the Roman Empire 
with once belonged to any of the former Monar¬ 
chies : we are here only to take notice of thofe 
Parts thereof which are peculiar to the North- 
Weftern Branch of that Empire $ without medling 
either with Ajia, or with the South-Eaftem Parts 
of Europe, fo far as they have been feparated 
from the North-W sfteryi. ' Which Rule I have ac¬ 
cordingly all along carefully obferv’d in this 
Expofition alfo: 

III. The Pofition or Situation of this Roman 
Eagle is that of his Wings and Heads ftretched 
out, and in a flying or hovering Pofture 5 and 
directed from South-Baft to .North-Weft 5 or from 
the River Euphrates , to Grcat-Britain •, the in- 
tire Length of the Roman Empire. His Center 
or Navel is at Rome ; and his Heads are Weft: 
wards; one on the North •, another on the South ; 
and the principal one in the Middle. 

IV. Accordingly, all the Countries on the North 
of this Eagle’s middle Line, are here fuppofed 
to be on his right Side ; and thofe on the South 
on his left Side. 

V. The twelve great Wings of this Eagle are 
diftkift Kingdoms and Governments, within the 
Roman Empire*; of great Activity and Power in 
different Ages fuccefflvely. 

VI. The 
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Vi. The eight fmall Wings, derived from the XI« 11.20, 
Other, are alfo eight leffer Kingdoms or Govern- *I- 2 4 . 34 > 
ments, as old as fome of ,the great Wings but *• 
moli remarkable and potent at different Times, ^ ' 29 ' 
after thofe great Wings were gone. 

VII. The three Heads are three particular great XT. t. 4. 

Kingdoms or Governments, domineering and ty- 10 - 2 3 >* 4 * 
rannizing within the compafs of that Empire, a xn*l Vi 
little before its Deftru&ion. .„ 2 ^' 

VIII. The Body of the Eagle is different from xi. 10.23. 
thefe eight leffer Wings, and three Heads, during 45 - 

all the later- Ages of that Empire. XII. 3.17. 

IX. This Body of the Eagle will naturally de- XI. 23.45. 
note an Empire compos’d of many . Principals xii. 3. 
ties, united into one Body. ? 

X. The Talons of the Eagle will naturally de- xi. 45. 
note two other Kingdoms or Governments, the 

one on the tight, the other , on the left Side, 
more oruel and griping^ than any of the fmall 
Wings. . ,: ' 

XI. The Tim here belonging to every one of **• *• 7 » 8- 
the twelve great Wings, is not that of their intire 
Duration, bOt of their watching *. or of their active 

and powerful Condition only. 

XU. The mighty cry, upon the Danger this XI. io. 
Eagleis here deferib’d to have been in ofperifhing, xii.17,18. 
after two of his great Wingswere gone, which yet ** on 
he efcap’d -, rpuft be that terrible Noife and Shout- 
ing that was made on the Inundation of the Bar: ^.217,218. 
barous Nations, which after A. D. 37$, and 
after the end of the Roman Caefars, in the fourth 
and fifth Centuries, attack’d, and went near to 
overthrow the Roman .Empire, * but which over¬ 
throw that Empire then elcaped. No other the 
like Danger,, having ever happened to that Em¬ 
pire, fince'it was eftablifhed, to this Day. 

. XIII. The 
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2.f,6' 12, 
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XILl4.l6. 
See EJf. on 
'the Apoc. p. 
1J9-165. 
&> p. 248 
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I5,l<,l7. 
XII. 15. 
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XIII. The Duration of the active State of all 
the ten later great Wings or Kingdoms of this Ea¬ 
gle, muft not be more than half the Dotation of 
the active State of the fecond Wing, or Kingdom. 

N. B. The Characters contained under thefe 
Observations are fb many, fo plain, and lo eafi- 
ly difcover’d in Hiftoiy, that any Expolition, 
which evidently agrees to them all, can hardly 
be luppos’d other then the true Expolition. To 
which Characters, Whether the prefent Expolition 
do thus evidently agree, muft be left to the Judg¬ 
ment of the Inquilitive and Learned Reader. 

An Explication of the twelve great Wings of the 
Roman Eagle. 

I. The Rothan Commonwealth, from the Con- 
queft 6f the Cnrtbri, irt the North of Germany,- 
when the Romans frfi ufed the Eagle at their •Enjign , 
in the 104th Year before the Chriftian iEra-, till 
Julius Cafar w as made perpetual Dictator, in the 
47th Year, for $8 Years. 

'll. The Roman Monarchy under the Gefars at 
Rome 5 from that 47th Year, till the Building 
Conftantinople , A. D. 330, for 377 Years, [whole 
half is 1885 Years."] 

III. The Roman Monarchy under the Empe¬ 
rors of Conjlantinople , till its Divilion into the 
Eafi and Wef Empires, from A. D. 330, to 397, 
for 6? Years. 

IV. Part of the Roman Empire under the Wef- 
tern Emperors, after that Divilion, from A. D. 
393, to 455, for 60 Years. 

V. Part of the Roman Empire under the Van¬ 
dals, froln A. D. 406, to 534, for 128 Years. 

VI. Part of the Roman Empire under the He- 
ruli, from A. D. 476, to 493, for 17 Years. 

VIII. Part 

" £<■ ■ 
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VII. Part of thfe Roman Empire tinder the Of* 
tragoths in Italy, from A. D. 493, to 552, for 
59 Years. 

VIII. Part $f the Roman Empire under the 17 - 
figoths in Spain, from A. D. 583, to 714, for 131 
Years. 

IX. Part of the Roman Empire under the Ex¬ 
archs of Ravenna , in Italy, from A. D. 967, to 
753, for 186 Years. 

X. Part of the Roman Empire under the Kings 
of Lombardy, from A. D. 753, to 774 , f° r 21 
Years. 

XI. Part of the Roman Empire in Italy under 
the Franhi from A. D. 774, to 888, for 114 
Years. 

XII. Part of the Roman Empire in Italy under 
the Italians, from A. D. 888, to 952, for 74 
Years. 

An Explication of the eight fmall Wings of the 
Roman Eagle. 

i. The Kingdom of the Svevi in Y *3 4 Efd.xi. 

Spain and Portugal, from A. D. 409. | |P 3.11.20. 

It reigned under Theodimirus and | 31 ,^* £ 21.24.31. 

Miro, between A. D. 5 38, and 593. |' S | S X1I.2.I9, 

II. The Kingdom of the Britons, > c 8 * S 2 °’ ZI ’ 

from A.D. 447. It tried to reign I a 

tinder King Arthur, between A. D. I «, ^ 

*15 and 742. J ^-S 

III. The Kingdom of the ) g* • 

Saxons, See. in England, from / •§ g g c? 8 

A D. 455. f islo®!-' 

IV. The Dukedom of Sa- v ^ -a Y ^ E 

voy, from A. D. 87 9. J &S § Ball 

N. B< The 
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L & By Thft laft State, of thefe is not included 
in the Reproof of'.the fiqalj Wings j as if thefe 
were not Perleciitors at that time. 


-.‘•I-. ’• .v G v. r *^ : : - ' = 

3 c y . The Kingdom of Leon and AJlurias in Spain , 
from A. D. -/26, to 1038, for 312 Years. Unit- 
tedto.&yitt. j--. •» . .. 

,. 2 VJ. .The Dukedom of §yrgundy, ,from A. D; 
413,' to I477, for 1064 Years.. United to France. 
The kingdom of Aopfes. and frorir 
A' ioso, till- J5Q4 k for 504 Years. United 
to Spain. 

2; :YKU The ; Kingdom' of&uytgary, from A. D. 
e$>$,vto is$2<,;f9rrdd.*. Years- United to the 
Houfe of Auftria .' . / 


\ i- ' 1 v : * : ; ; : V .>5 

, -iV. R. The two firft of thefe four were to bede- 
Uroyed, but without the Mention of thofe that 
were to deftroyed theip $ [the three Heads being- 
jjot'then very powerful j] but the two laft were 
to be deftroyed by. fame of the three Heads of the 
Eagle diftinctly : as came to pafs accordingly/ 

J>, C 4 ' ; • VJ • . i: » < ■' • ■ : . . 

ft If it be faid that the famous Kingdom of 
t tiieSafacens, ex Moors jxi Spainis here omitted, 

: Ianfwer, that.fuch Kingdoms as were neither ori- 
: finally a Part of the Rommm Empire, nor ever be* 
esrae inch a Part by Jnfertion and Coalition in 
t^ws and Religion therewith, as.did the other 
Barbarous Rations, which was the cafe of the Sa¬ 
racens, have-.ifa pretence, to be any part of this’ 
Roman Eagle^ and fo are juftly. excluded from our 
prefent Catalogue «of its Kingdoms, which is only 
concerned with the Body, the Wings, the Heads, 
ahd the Talons: of; this Roman Eagle. 


An 
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An Explication of the three Heads of the Roihan 
Eagle. 

. I. The Kingdom of France, in the Middle -, 
lince Francis the Great, A. D. 151 j, molt of 
whofe Succeflors have perfecuted the Proteftanls, 
ever lince they appear’d in the World: which 
Head was all along more potent then either of 
the reft. This Head has already disappeared fiid- 
denly, and, in the Perfon of Lewis XIV th, has al¬ 
ready died, (not by the Sword in Battel, but) with 
Pain on his Bed, A . D. 1715 j in exa£t Agree¬ 
ment with this Prophecy. 

II. The Kingdom of Spain, pn the Left oy 
South- Side 5 lince Ferdinand the Cathplick, the 
Author of the Iriquilltion, A D. 1468. Whofe 
Sutdellbrs have {till perfecuted the Proteftanfs, 
ever lince they appear'd in the World. This 
Head is to be devoured, by the next Head, i e. by 
that on the Right or North-&’&; and this with 
the Sword. 

Iff. The Houfe of Aufiria, on the Right or 
North-Side * lince the Emperor Albert of Aujlria, 
A. D. 1458. Which Family hath alfo perfecu¬ 
ted theProteftants ever lince they appear’d in the 
World. This Head is to perijb by the Sword at: 
laft. 

An Explication of the Body of the Roman 

: 

This Boij of the Eagle can be nothing, I 
think, but the German Empire, lince Charles the 
Great, A. D. 800, and muftconlift of the feve- 
ral particular Electorates and States of Germany, 
that are within the old Roman Empire, or South 
df the Danube. 


4 Ffd . XU 
1 4.9.2;, 
24. 29,30. 

—35 45 . 
XII. 22— 

30 . 
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XII. 3.31, 
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Explication of the Talons of the Romsrrt 
Eagle. 

Thefe Talons muft be two very cruel and rapaci¬ 
ous Kingdoms ot Governments, one on the North 
and the other on the South-Side, but too finall 
to be called Heads of the Eagle $ with which 
they are contemporary. I interpret them of the 
Kingdom of Portugal lince A. D. 1640, and of 
th e Netherlands unce if 58 3 both wnich have 
been bitter PerfecUtors of the Proteftants, ever 
fin re they appear’d in the World * witnefs not 
only in general the Inqnilition in Portugal, and 
the Severity of the Netherlands, both well known y 
bat, in particular, the Barbarous Inquifition at 
Goa, and the Savage Cruelty of the Duke D’Adva t 
belonging to the fame Governments, 

CONCLUSION. 

The intire Body of this Eagle, with his horrid 
ble great Wings, and wicked fmall iVt/igs, and 
malicious Heads and hurtful Talons, are all to 

J erifh, upon the Approach of the Lion of the 
'ribe of Judah, and Seed of David, when he 
cpmes to Judgment, a little before the Reftora- 
tion of the Jews. 

N. B. The Reader caiinot poftibly underffand 
thefe two laft Chapters ofEfdras throughly, as here 
explained, without confulting the Arabkk Copy, 
as well as that, in our Bibles: both which Copies 
ftand, in oppose Columns, at the end of my 
fourth Volume 5 and may be had feparately at 
my Houfe, and at Mr. Roberts, near the Oxford 
Jxrms x n WarwkhLane. Price I s. It will alfo be 

, proper 
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proper for the curious Reader to perufe Dr. tee's 
learned Diflertation upon this Book, already pub¬ 
lished, which is fold at the fame Places. Price alio 
I s. And his very valuable Eipofition of its VII 
Vifions, when publifhed, which is almoft ready 
for the Prels. Price i s. 6 d .To which this my Ex - 
pofition of the Vth Villon, is delign’d as a Supple . 
fnent. 

N. B. The Corrections now made in this Paper 
lince it was firft publifhed, March 21ft, 1725-6,: 
Are only the following: Pag. 8p. 1 . 11. for the 
Houfe of Aujlria,! read, Spain. Pag. 81.1.7. for 
at laft came to be, I read, was all along. Pag. Si, 
1 . 10. I add fhefe Wofds, not by the Sword in 
Battle , but. 

N. B. It may not alio be unacceptable, I fup- 
pole, to the Inquilitive Reader, to fet down here 
thole eminent and numerous Signs of the lajl Days , 
in one view, which are Scattered in three Several 
Places of our Efdras: that fo every fegacious Per- 
lon niay Obferve, whether any of them are alrea¬ 
dy begun to be fulfilled and whether any of them 
come to be gradually fulfilled in their Seafons 
hereafter. And this I fhall beg Leave to do in 
the very Words of the Prophet: I mean, fo far 
as the Variety and Imperfection of our prefent 
Copies will permit me to do it. 
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CHAP. V. 


i AS concerning the Tokens; Behold 
the Days fhall come, that they 

^ -*■ which dwell upon the Earth fhall 
be caught in their great Riches: and the 
Way of Truth fhall be hidden : and thd 
Land fhall be barren of Faith : 

2 And Iniquity fhall be increafed above 
that which thou now feeft, or that thou 
haft lieard long ago: 

3 And the Land which thou feeft now 
to Reign, [ Perfia } fhalt thou fee [ trampled 
upon, or] wafted fudderily, and become de¬ 
folate. 

4 But if the moft High grant thee to 
live, thou fhall fee after the third Trumpet, 
[or after thef; three Si^ns[\ that the Sun fhall 
fuddenly fhine again in the Night; and the 
Moon thrice in the Day : 

$ And Blood fhall drop out of the Wood: 
and the Stone fhall give its Voice: and the 
iJ.ii. People fhall be troubled : [and the Air fhall 

U: he changed :] • • 

6 And he [or a People] fhall Reign, whom' 
they that dwell on tne Earth look not for: 
and the Fowls fhall take their flight away 
together: 7 And 
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7 And the Sodomitifit Sea fliall caft forth SeeEzeh 
living Fifli, and make a Noife in the Night, xlvI1-9, '°‘ 
which none have known: but they fhall all 

hear the Voice thereof. -> 

8 And there fhall be a Chaos [of Corfu* 
fion and DiJ order] in many Places : and fur- 
rounding Fire fhall be Cent upon the Earth :; 
and' the wild Beafts [of ths Princes ] fliall. 
change their Places : and [there Jhall he Signs- 
in the Women ; or] menftruous Women fliall 
bring forth Monfters : 

9 And fait Waters fliall be found in the 
fweet: and all Friends fliall deftroy one a- 
p,pther. And then Knowledge fliall be hid, 
and Underftanding withdraw its felf into 
its fecret Chamber: 

i.o And fhall be fought of many, and 
not be found : and Unrighteoulhefs and In¬ 
continence [or Vilenefs ,] fhall be multiplied 
upon Earth. . 

11 One Land alfo fhall ask another, and 
fay, Is Righteoufnefs, or is Sincerity gone 
through thee ? and it fhall fay, No. 

12 At the fame time fliall Men hope bqt 
nothing obtain: they fliall labour, but their 
Ways fliall not be directed. 

i ^ To fhew thee fuchTokens I have leave. 

20 When the Age is finifhed in which I chap.vi 
have determined, that thefe Signs fhall be, I 
Will open the Books above the Firmament of .$v Ap*. 
the Heavens, and they fhall fee all together: xx - i a - 
G j 2i And 
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' .2i And the Children of a Year old fhall 
fpeak with their Voices: the Women with 
/ Child (hall bring forth untimely Children, 
of three [or four] Months old: and they 
fhall live, and run about. 

22 And fuddenly Ihall the fbwn Places 
appear unfown ; the full Storehoules fhall 
fuddenly be found empty: [or, And in Places 
without Fruit, or Grafs, and Places wherein; 
there was nothing /own, there fhall grow Plants 
and Grain, and full Ears ; with which they fhall 
fill the Magazines and Granaries.] 
j/.xxviii. Arid the Trumpet fhall give a Sound: 

which when every Man heareth, they fhall 
be fuddenly afraid. 

24 At that time fhall Friends fight one 
againft another, like Enemies : the Earth 
fhall ftand in fear, with thofe that dwell 
therein: and the Veins of the Fountains 
fhall ftand ftill, and fhall not run, for the 
fpace of three Hours. 

ci#ap.ix 1 - When thou feefl; part of the Signs 

paft, which I have told thee before, 

2 Then fhalt thou underftand that it is the 
very fame Time which the moft High hath 
fixed, in which he will begin to vifit the 
World, which he hath made : 

3 And when they fee in this World 
[Earthquakes or] theChanges, and Tumults, 
and Seditions of Nations; and the Tyranny 
of the Heads and Governors of the People 

1 v . ... ► » .. . . . . - • - • 

in 
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In feveral Places, and the Want of a Direc¬ 
tor of the Princes; 

4 Then lhalt thou well underftand that 
the moft High fpake of thofe things from the 
Pays that were before thee, even from the 
Beginning. 

$ For like as all that is made in the World 
hath a Beginning, and an End; and the End 
Is manifeft; 

6 Even To the Times alfo of the Higheff 
have plain Beginnings, in Wonders and pow¬ 
erful Works; and Endings, in Eflfe&s, and 
Signs. 

7 And every one that fhall be fayed, and 
lhall be able to efcape by his Works, and by 
Faith, whereby ye have believed: 

8 Shall be preferved from the laid Perils 
and fhall fee my Salvation in my Land, and 
within my Borders: for I have fan&ified them 
for me, from the beginning. 

N. B. It may not alfo be amifs to fct down 
here, what, according to my Expofition, is 
loon to happen ; I mean, fo far as concerns 
the Kingdom of Spain, the Head on the left 
Side ; and the Houfe of Aujlria, the Head 
on the right Side ; together with Britain and 
Savoy, the two frnau Wings that are to con¬ 
tinue to the end : and this alfo in the very 
Words of the Prophet. 

0 4 24 Then 
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24 Then faw I alfo that two of die lit¬ 
tle Wings divided themfelves from the fuel 
and remained under, [or were farted from} 
the Head that was upon the right Side. - 

34 There remained the two Heads; whicl) 
alfo, in like fort, ruled upon the Earth, and 
over thofe that dwelt therein : [or, thefe 
two began to have Dominion over the wholq 
Earthi] 

3 5 And I beheld, and lo the Head up¬ 
on the right Side, devoured that upon tnq 
leftside. 

27 The two that remain fhall be flain 
with the Sword. 

28 For the Sword of the one fhall devour 
the other: but at the laft fhall he fall through 
the Sword himfelf. 

29 And whereas thou faweft two little 
Wings palling over, [or lifted up on high 
from ,] the Head which is on the right Side: 

30 It fignifieth, that thefe are they whom 
the Higheft hath kept unto their latter end. 
This is the fmall Kingdom, and full of Trou¬ 
ble, as thou faweft. 

A T . B. We may here take notice of the true 
and proper Meaning of the Word Apocrypha: 
which is ufually applied to this Book'of Ejdras, 
and to many other facred Books; efpecially 6f 
the Old Teftament; but without any diftindt 
Seilfe or Meaning at aft. The Word Apocrypha , 

• . llgninesr 
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Signifies properly no more than hidden or con- 
eeatd i and has, in that its Signification, nor 
thing of Reproach, or of Diminution to the Au¬ 
thority of any Book * as is has now been long 
ufed; efpecially by theProteftant Churches, fince 
the Reformation. It was firft of ail, fo far as I 
have Obferv’d, applied to thofe wicked and per? 
nicious Books which the old Hereticks, the Fore¬ 
runners or Follower of Simon Magus , forged un¬ 
der the Names of Mofes, and Enoch, and Adam, 
and Ifaiah, and David, and Elijah, and the three 
Patriarchs : [ Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob :’] a- 
gainft which the Apoftles eameftly caution Chri- 
Rians in their Conftitutions. Thefe Books were, 

I fuppofe, fo called from the ftrid Concealment 1 •' 
of them among the Hereticks -, and their prodi¬ 
gious care to Hide them from the Publick, ef¬ 
pecially from the Learned, of which we have a 
moft remarkable Inftance in the pretended Epi- 
ftle of St. Veter to St. James, now prefixed to 
the fpurious Edition of the Recognitions of 
Clement, to be fet down hereafter, left they 
• fhould incur the Odium of Mankind, upon their 
Detedion, as Forgeries, and upon the open Difco- 
very of the notorious Lies, the vile Dodrines, and 
the impure Pradices contained in them. How¬ 
ever, many of thefe Apocryphal Books fo foon 
perifhed, that neither themfelves, nor their 
, Names feem to have much furviv’d the firft Cen¬ 
tury of the Church. In the former part of the 
third Century, when Origen became acquainted 
with the Learned among the Jews, and was taught 
the Hebrew Language by them, he informs us, 
that thofe Jews, befides their famous XXII Books 
of publick Authority, openly read in all their 
Synagogues, had other ancient Books in Hebrew 
alio, which were not openly read in thofe Sy¬ 
nagogues, 
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nagogues, but were concealed among the Learned* 
and were not ufually known by the Chriftians. 
And thefe are ftill mention’d by Origen, under 
the Name of the Jewifh Apocrypha. Out of 
which the Jews fliew’d both him and Jerom af¬ 
terward, feveral of thofe Texts, that Jems Chrift, 
or his Apoftles, had cited, as out of the Old Tefta- 
jjiefft, but that did notthen appear in the common 
Copies of the XXII Books. Of which Citations 
we lhall treat more largely hereafter. 

About the fame time, a moft learned and ac* 
curate Writer, belonging, in the Opinion of all, 
to Alexandria , where the Septuagint Verfion of 
all the facred Books had been made * and where 
their authentick Copies had been repofited; wrote 
his Synopfis Sacra Scripture, and exactly diftin- 
guifh’d thofe facred Books both of the Old and 
New Teftament, into the Kavovin«, ’AvUkiy 6 {A.iv<x, 
and 'ATtoxqvcpa, i. e. (i.) The Canonical ; read 
in all Synagogues or Churches. (2.) The Con¬ 
tradiBed, read m all the Synagogues or Churches, 
befides thofe of Judea but fuch their Reading 
contradiBed by thofe of Judea : though their ge- * 
nuine Truth and Antiquity was then, I think, 
never contradiBed by any Jews or Chriftians 
whomfoever. Which fecond Sort of Books, ma¬ 
ny of the latter Ages have learn’d, without any 
reafon, to call Apocrypha. (3.) The real Apo¬ 
crypha, not at all read publickly any where, . 
either in Synagogues, or Churches 5 though ftill 
owned as true and authentick Books of holy Scripr 
ture : under which Name of Scripture they con- 
ftantly pafs, whenever they are mention’d in 
Antiquity. Thefe were ufually concealed among 
the Scribes, and the Learned, as containing thole 
Traditionary, Secret, and'Divine Do&rines and 
Myfteries * that Key of Knowledge which explain- 
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ed the publickly written Law and the Prophets: 
and which, in the Words of God himfeljf, by his 
Prophet Efdras, contained in them. The Vein of x ; v 
Underfaimng, The Fountain of Wifdom, and the 47. 
Stream of Knowledge . Of which Apocryphal 
Books, this -Author reckons Enoch and the Pa¬ 
triarchs the two firft : without the leaft Hint, 
that they were therefore of more uncertain Ori¬ 
ginal or Authority than the reft. And the laft 
of which Apocryphal Books, the fame Author 
reckons the Clementines, [the Epijlles and Confu¬ 
tations of Clement] with this Defcriptjon of part 
-of their Contents, that they were not only True 
but Divinely Infpired alfo •, as will more fully- 
appear hereafter. Now it /Teems to me, that 
the Occafion of this Difference of the Jewilh 
Canon at Jerufalem ,from that of Alexandria, 
and Antioch, &c. was this ■, that the Hebrew Jews 
bad the principal regard to Hebrew Books, writ¬ 
ten in Judea, by their old Succeflion of Prophets 
there : which ended with Malachi: while the 
other took in all that the Septuagint tranfiated 
into Greek, or had been fince written in that 
Language whether they were at firft written 
in Judea, or in any other Country: whether they 
had been at firft written in Hebrew, or Chaldee, 
in the Median, or Perfiah, or Grecian Langua¬ 
ges : with many of which additional Sacred 
Books, the great Curiofity of Ptolemy Philadelphia 
had furnifhed his Alexandrian Library, and his, 

' Alexandrian and Hellenijl Jews, more than what 
the Jerufalem Hebrew Jews had been acquainted 
with: and none of whofe Languages the Body 
of the Jerufalem Jews underftood. Though, I 
think, it no way appears, that thofe Jerufalem 
or Hebrew Jews did ever deny the Truth or 
Genuinenefs of any of thofe Records, which the 
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Alexandrian and Hellenijl Jews either admitted in* 
to their Synagogues as Canonical, or preferv’d among 
their Scribes and learned Men, under the ^Cha¬ 
racter of Apocryphal . 

N. B. There always was another Kind of 
Diftindion of the holy Books of the Old Telia* 
ment among the Jews, which iptirely related to 
the different Degrees of Divine Interpofition or 
Infpiration, to them refpedively appertaining, 
I mean, when they were divided, into the Law \ 
the Prophets ; and the Other Books: in the Words 
of the Son of Sirach : or as the Jews have long 
named the laft Sort, the Cethnkim , or Scriptures , 
which we ufually call the Hagiographa, The twq 
former of which Diftindions * I mean, that 
of the Lap 5 which had the higheft Degree of 
Divine Interpofition or Infpiration.: and that of 
the Prophets j which had the next Degree, are di- 
redly founded on Gpd’s own Words to the People 
of Ifrael, at the firft Settlement of the Jewilh 
Oeconomy. And God faid, Hear vow my Words ; 
If there be a Prophet among you, I the Lord will 
make my felf known unto him in a Vijion, or will 
fpeak unto him in a Dream. My Servant Mofes is 
not fo who is faithful in all mins Houfe. With 
lim will I fpeak Mouth to Mouth, in the Vijion 5 
and not in dark Speeches. And the Similitude of the 
Lord Jball he behold. Accordingly we are allured 
afterward, that There cfrofe net Jince a Prophet in 
Ifrael, like unto Mofes 5 whom the Lord knew Face 
to Face : in all the Signs, and the Wonders , which 
the Lord fent him to do in the Land of Egypt ; to 
Pharaoh, and to all his Servants, and to all his. 
Land: and in all that mighty Hand , and in all the 
great Vifon which Mofes Jhewed in the Sight of all 
Ifrael, The third Diftindion diredly arifes from 
the other two: fince thofe facred or authentic^ 
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Writers, which could lay claim neither to the 
Gradus Mofaicus, nor the Qradus Propheticus, muft 
needs deferve to be placed in a Rank inferior to 
the two former Sorts: which we may therefore, in 
imitation of the latter Jews, call the Gradus Ha? 
giographus. But then, that this real and juft Di- 
ftindiiqn hard any thing to do originally with that 
other Diftindtion of Books canonical, and Books 
apocryphal: or, that the Hellenijts ever thought the 
Prophet Efdras inferior to the other Jewilh Pro- 

J ihets, becaufe he lived fometime in Media, and 
ometimeat Babylon, and ppffibly might write the 
different Parts of his Book in the diftindt Lan¬ 
guages of thofe Countries, and could not therefore 
be in the Lift of the Prophet 9 of Judea •, I kndw 
no authentick Evidence to allure us but the di<- 
redt contrary. The ancient Chriftians feem to me 
ever to quote the Prophet Efdras, as they do the 
Prophet Ifaiah: and to quote not only Baruch,' 
but Tobit, and Judith, and the Books of the M^ m 
eabees, as they do Ezrah, Nchemiah, and EJlher : 
to quote TP if do m and Ecclefajlicus, as they do 
Solomons Proverbs. Nay, indeed, they generally 
efteemed the Bo 6 ko(Wzfdom to he written by So- 
lomcn•, as well as the Book of Proverbs ■: to whole 
own Books, both Wifdom and Ecclefaficus were 
ufually annex’d, in the ancient Copies. Nor does 
the accurate Author, of the Synopfs SacraScriptura, 
in his Prologue to Ecclefajlicus, let down m our 
Englijh Bibles, fcruple to equal its Author, Jelus, 
the Father of Sirach, with Solomon himfelf : as 
his own Words diredtly iiiform us •, which are 
thefe: This Jefus did imitate Solomon, and was no 
lefs famous for Wifdom and Learning. For all which 
Fads, I openly appeal to,the ancient Records of 
the Jews and Chriftians themfelves and to all 
Ijhofe among the Learned, who have, with any 
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Degree of Sagacity and Impartiality, examined 
thefe Matters in them. 

N. B.It will be fit to remark here, what Ne- 
Ceffity there was that fuch a Book as this of Efdras , 
with others of the fame Nature, that had the 
rleareft Predictions of the Advent, and Death, 
and other Circumftances of the Meffiah, and his 
Kingdom, ihould, in the courfe of Divine Provi¬ 
dence, and according to the Direction of God 
4Efd. xiv. hitnfelf to this Prophet, be for fome time concealed 
26. 45— from the Body of the Jewifh Nation, and confined 
to the few among the Wife: or why this, and the 
like ancient Records, that contained the moft urr- 
deiiyable Characters of that Meffiah of all others, 
fhould be permitted to lie hid in the Alexandrian 
Library, and among fome ofthe Alexandrian JeWs, 
till the Meffiah was dead, and Jerufalem deftroy- 
ed : as the Fad appears to have been. For tho* it 
feeras highly fit, that thefame Spirit of Prophecy 
which had fo diftinCtly foretold a vaft Number of 
1 King. Events of a lower Nature, and even the Names of 
jciii. 2. Jofiah and Cyrus, fome hundred of Years before 
the y were bc» rn > fhould afford Pofterity, at leaft, 
xm. 17. e q Ua jjy c \ ear PrediCtions’concemihg the Meffiah 
j^xliv.28. himfelf, and his Name alfo: yet ought not thofe 
xlv- 1. Prophefies to be openly communicated to fuch as 
were to fulfil them -,beca'ufe then they would have 
direCtly hindred their own Completion. Nor was* 
it morally poffible, that the Book of Efdras , for 
Inftance, fhould be read in the Synagogues at Je - 
rufalem , and over all Judea , as not lefs canonical' 
than Daniel the Prophet, with thefe Predictions in: 
it, that, ‘ The Name of the true Meffiah fhould' 

‘ be Chrijl Jefus: that he fhould he born within 
* 400 Years of the Date of this Prophecy, under 
‘ Artaxerxes: and fhould die after thofe 400 Years’ 
•!' were over V and yet the Jews fhould themfelvts 
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reject Jefus of Naxareth, and caufe him tobepuf 
td Death, as an Impoftor, at that very time : as 
they certainly were to do: and as they certainly 
did : but that ignorantly, and becuufe they knew not Ad-Tlln'. 
the Lord of Glory. t Cor. n. & 

N. B. Since we have already difcovered the 
Miftake about Apocryphal Books, and found that 
thQfe we fo call are not really fuch 5 or if they were, 
their Authority would not be thereby Weakened at 
all 5 it will deferve to be conlidered, whether the 
fifth Canon of the Apoftles, which is the only in- 
tire and properly authentick Catalogue of all the 
publick lacred looks that the Chriftians, out of 
Judea , were to read in their Churches: all which 
it appears they did accordingly efteem Canoni¬ 
cal, arid all which it appears they did accordingly 
read in their Churches: it will, I lay, delerve to 
fee conlidered, whether the Sftb Canon did not, 
in its original Copies, include all thofe Books we 
now call Apocryphal ; as it does almojl all of them. 

Judith is inlome Copiesftill: as well as the three 
Books of the Maccabees , the two Books of Efdras 
UndtheBooks ofWifdom and Ecclefiajlicus are in all. 

Only Tobit and W'ifdom are in none of the prefentCo- 
pies, unlefs Wifdom be included under the Proverbs. 

Yet do I believe they were both there originally in 
all theCopies,andyWz’th with them: for thefe three 
Books are equally quoted, or alluded to, as lacred- 
Books, in the Body of the Coriftitutions, with the VI. 30. 
reft*, and all of them were equally madeule of as 
&cred Books in the leveral Churches afterwards; 
as the two oldeft Copies of the Greek Bible; in 
Which they are all inferted; with the Citations of 
the primitive Fathers, do fully demonftrate. 

N. B. Upon 
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N. B. Upon the Companion of the fdcond 
Part of this Prophecy of Efdrat , chap, iii—xivi. 
with that excellent, hut little efteemed Book 
of Scripture, ftiled, The Shepherd of Hermas * 
as is particularly done by Dr. L,ee.\ We may Note 
# fuch‘ a Refembrahce and Correspondence of <^ir- 
' cumftances between them, as is very peculiar, and 
very furprizing. The Confequence of which is 
plainly this; that the Divine Providence took 
the like Care for the- Chriftian Churches Inforr 
motion, after its Apoftolical Canon Was.finilhed, 
by, the additional Inftru&ions in the Angelical 
Vifions of Hermas * that had lfcen taken of the 
Jewifh Church, after the Jerufalejn Capon was 
finilhed, by the Divine and Angelical Vifions 
of Efdras •, and this in fiich a Manner, that 
they lhould, in effedt, be both conceal’d, or 
not much regarded for feveral Ages of the two 
Churches refpe&ively : while it was not proper 
feme noble Truths in them declared, fhould bf 
generally known : yet fhould be both, at, laft, 
made publick and. regarded 5 when it wa6 pro¬ 
per thofe Truths fhould be concealed no longer, 
I leave this Hint, with,the confidering Reader* 
without farther Explication * to excite his Curi* 
ofity in the perufal of thefe Books, in order to 
the. Difcovery of-thofe Particulars. 

Only, before I finifh this Head, I cannot but take 
notice of one clear and eminent Paffage in the 
IX Similitude of Hermas: it is, that of the four 
Orders or Ranks of the Builders pf the Tower of 
God’s Church *, or of the principal Preachers of 
God’s true Religion, to Mankind,, in the feveraj 
. Ages of the World* and of the Numbers refpec- 
tively belonging to them, in Correfpondence, 
to thofe Ages. Ten for the firft Period, the. 
Patriarchs, in the Bottom of the Foundation 
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'Twenty five for the Righteous Men of the fecond Matt, x. 
Period : Thirty flVe for the Prophets and Mini • 4 *- xxin. 
fters of the third Period, till the Advent of the . 
Meffias: and Forty for the Apoftles and Teachers vi”n?*£ 
of Chriftianity afterwards. Which four Periods, p 0 j}fc.Bar. 
with a fucceeding Interval, for Intermi-lion, fills v.1.4.16 1 ! 
up the Time till the fecond Coming of Chrift to 
Judgment. I call this a clear and eminent Pajfage 5 
for it not only fhews that Hermas knew, by Pro¬ 
phecy, that there would be a large Interval be¬ 
tween the firft and fecond Coming of the Meffias, 
feveral Years before the fame Thing was reveal- See iiid 
ed to St. John, or known by any Jew or Chriflian * VaUfPrim 
but determines the Number of the feveral Gener- Chnfi.^ 
ations of theWorld, among which thofe Patriarchs , Reviv 
Righteous Men, Prophets, and Minijlers, Apoftles , ^ 
and Teachers, were to preach God’s true Religion, 
almoft to this very Day. Thus Ten is the eiaft 
Humber of Antediluvian Patriarchs, till the Flood * Matt. f. 
for the firft Period in all Copies. Twenty five Luc. iii. 
is the Humber, in our Copies nearly* in the 
Armenian eiadtly, for the Righteous Men, in the 
next Period, from the Flood, till Samuel * the dfiF.iii.24. 
firft that began the conftant Series of the Prophets 
among the Jews. Thirty five is the Number of 
Generations under the Prophetick CEconomy (the 
Middle between the 30 in St. Matthew's, and Matt. i. 
the 41 in St. Luke’s Genealogy) which lafted Luc. iii. 
till John the Baptift, the Fore-runner of the Matt. xi. 
Mei ffias. And Forty is exactly the Number of 
Generations (at the known ufual Rate of three 
to a Century) from Chrift, to the firft grand Pre¬ 
paration for the Proteftant Reformation, by the 
Preaching of John JTicklijf, about A. D. 1360. seeFf.on 
By whole time the Sins and Errors of Chriften- t he Rev. f. 
dom feem to have been full and ripe for Judg- 259, *4?. 
nent * like as were the Sins and Errors of the Jews 
, H alteE 
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after the former three Years of our Saviour’s Mi- 
niftry $ when he faid of them,"under the Parable 
of the barren Fig-tree Cut it down: why cumbretb 
it the Ground ? When yet he permitted the Dref- 
fer of the Vineyard, to dig about it, and dung it, 
for one Tsar more, before its final Doom. After 
which fourth Year the final Doom was denounced* 
for its utter Eicifion. And,- indeed, this Cafe 
feems to me fo perfectly parallel to that before 
us, and this fourth Year for the farther Trial of 
the barren Fig-tree in St. Luke, feems fo exactly 
parallel to this Interval of Intermiffion and For¬ 
bearance of the Church in St. Hennas, after the 
forty Generations were over, before the beginning. 
of the Day of judgment, that one is tempted to 
fuppofe, that the Proportion of the former Three 
Years to the One additional Year may be here 
obferv’d alfo. But this is fo wholly conjectural, 
and Without any certain foundatipn, that I fhall - 
not venture to fet down the Calculation. I con¬ 
clude this 'whole Obfervation in the Words of 
St. Paul, upon a fomewhat like Occafion : 0 the 
Depth of the Riches , both of the Wifdom and Know¬ 
ledge of God ! How unfearchable are his Judgr 
nsevts, and his Ways pajl finding out ! 



Short 


Digitized by 


Google 



Short NOTES 

UPON THE 

SECOND, 

Called in die vulgar Lath , 

The FOV %TH BOO ' 

0 JF 

E S D R A S- 

T HIS Book of the Prophet Efdras feems to 4 E/d. i.x. 

have been compofed in two Pacts, and to 
have been engraven upon 94 final! Box-Tables: 
of which 24 were open or canonical * and 70 xiv. 44 
concealed or apocryphal j which Diftin&ion was — 47 * 
imitated by St. John, in his Revelation : and _ . 

that nearly in the fame Proportion, of 24 to 70: 
and this befides the firft Book, now loft, and the the Rev. 
two firft Chapters of this, which diftin&ly be- p. 44—52; 
long to the ten Tribes fcattered over the Me do- 
perjian Empire. After whichfollow.the feven Vi- ' 
fans of Efdras: to which, t think, the Contents 
of thofe 94 Box-Tables are confined. Juft fo was 
Habakkuk , commanded* to write a Vtjton of his, 
and to make it plain vponTables,tbat be might runthat gj, jj. 2 .- 
read it. However,we are not able to recover the-firft 
Book of this Prophet Efdras at this Day} tho T 
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fufpe£t what now {lands, 3 £/”i. ix. 38 — 5J. and 

E/ehem. vii. 70-xii. 26. with a famous Paff- 

age quoted out of Efdras , by yuflin Martyr and 
Latfantius, to belong thereto : which Paflage, how¬ 
ever, omitted hitherto, muft be here fet down. 
From what Efdras explain’d concerning the 
Law of the Paflover, Jays JuJlin , the Jews have 
taken away this part of his Explication: * And 
‘ Efdras laid to the People, This Paflover is your 
‘ Saviour, and your Refuge. And if you will 
‘ confider it, and it come into your Heart, that 

* we fhall humble him for a Sign and afterward 

* fhall believe on him, then this Place fhall not 

* be made defolate for ever, faith the Lord of 

* Hofts. But if you fhall not believe on him, 

* nor hearken to his Preaching, you fhall be re*' 

* joiced over among the Nations’. 

N.B.l omit here the XVth and XVlthChapters, 
as no way belonging to Efdras ; but moft probably 
to Jeremias •, as has been already obferv’d. 

Chap. I. 1. Efdras .] The Son of .. . the Son of 
Efdras , the Son of Jehozadalt, the Son of Se- 

raias, &c. See \,Chr.vi. 3-15?. Ezr. vii. 

I - 5. I Efd. viii. 1—3. Jof Antiq. X. n. 

and Supplement to Literal Accomplijhment of 
Scripture Propbefies, p. 61 . 

3. Artaxerxes. J Mnemon, about the fifteenth 
Year of his Reign. 

5. My People.'] Of the ten Tribles, now in 
Captivity under the Perftans. 

Ii. Tyrus and Sidon.l The Phoenicians, or the 
feven Nations of the Canaanites $ whole capital 
Cities were Tyre and Sldon. 

18. Saying.] Ex. xiv. Ji, 12. xvi. 3. 

19. Angels Bread.-] Pf. lxxviii. 2J. 

*0. Leaves of the Trees.] Of the feventy 
Palm-trees at Elim, Ex. xv. 27. 
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21. Philiftines.'] Inhabitants of Paleftine. 

23. Made the River fweet.] Ex. xv. 23—26. 

24. Other Nations .] The Medes and Perjtans. 

30. J iMtftt. xxiii. 37. 39. xiii. 34. 

32. ] Matt, xxiii. 34. Luc. xi.37. 49 - 

33. J Matt. niii. 38. Luc. xiii. 35; 

3$i HoufesJ\ For Worfhip. 

.W. B. There feems to be fomewhat wanting be¬ 
tween the 37th and 38th Verfes: the 38th Verfe 
beginning a new Difcourfe about the final Re- 
ftoration of the XII Tribes 5 but.introduc’d here 
abruptly. See 1 Bar. iv. 3 6 . Pfal. Solom. xi. 3,4. 

39, 40.3 This Order of the XII Minor Pro¬ 
phets is exactly followed in the Synopjis Sacrx 
Scriptvra, and in the MS. Alex, and has there¬ 
fore the beft Title to be their original Order. 
Chap. II. 2.] Jerufalem or Sion is here in¬ 
troduc’d, as rejecting her old Children the 
XII Tribes, and embracing her new ones, the 
Medes , and Perjiavs. See Bar. iv. 8 — v. 9. 

5, 6, 7.3 The Words cf the Mefliah, or of his 
Prophet. 

8, 9. 20, 21, 22, 23.] Thefe Predictions or 
Exhortations feem to belong to the Prophet 
Jonah ; of which more hereafter. 

There feems to be a Break between the 12 
and 13 Verfes. The latter of which, with thofe 
following it, feem to be addrefs’d to the Jews 
concerning their final Reftorsufjion 5 and to con¬ 
tain God’s Promife to Jerufafftfi, or Sion, for 
the Reftoration of her own Children, the twelve 
Tribes, which had been fo long difcarded. 

W ? *8. 
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18, 19.] What is here cited from Efay and 
Jeremy, If. lxvi. 10 —14. Z ech. iii. 9. iv. 
7. 10. xiv. 8. confiderabljr differs from our 
prefent Copies: and folly implies that part of 
our Z echary belonged to Jeremy, in the Pays of 
Efdras * as I have elfewhere fhewed it did, tell 
the Days of Barcbocab. It alfb implies that £*c- 
kiel is here wrongfully omitted in the Copies: 
flnce the Citation is more diredtly in this Pro¬ 
phet, than in either of the others, Ezeb xivii. 


7. 12. 

33. J Here begins a new Difcourfe. 

34. 0 ye Heathen."] Medes and Perjtans. 

— Shepherd,"] The Mejjias. See chap. iv. 45—-52. 

38.] Sealed."] Apoc. VH. ' 

40. Cloathed in White] Apoc. III. 4. IT- 4 VII. 
&. I?. XV. 6. XIX. 14. 

42. J Upon Mount Sion.] Apoc. XIV. 1. 

43. _ A Toung Man. 1 The Mejias, v. 47. 

44. * Received Palms.] Apoc. VII. 9. 

Chap. III. I. In the $Gth Tear after the Ruin of the 
City.] By Bagofes, the General, of Artaxerxes 
Mnemon, under which Artaxerxes Babylon 
then was, and whither part of the k Jewshad been 
carried Captives as part of them had efcaped 
into Egypt. 

—Arab, who am called Shelathiel:] This Teems an 
evident Interpolation, and is wanting in the 
Latin. 

24. A City.] The City of David, or Mount Sion^ 
or, in general, Jzrufalem : wherein, from the 
Days of Kingjfeyicf Ineenfe and Oblations were 
offered toGo® 

Chap. IV. 5. -Call me again the Day that is paJE] 
Take care that toMorrow be in every thing like 
Yefterday. 

36.] Uriel.] Jeremiel, in mojl Copies, 

36, 37.] See Recog. HI. 2 6. 51.] See 
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5f t n See 2 Baruch , ii. 55, 34. 

Chap. V. I. &c.~] See vi. 20. &c. ix. 1. &c. 

5. Read. And when the Wood fall bend down 
and rife wp again $ and Blood fall drop out of the 
Wood: as it feems to be citedljy Barnabas. §. 12. 

7. Sodomitifh Sea fall cafi out Fiji)."] See 
Exelt. xlvii. 8—I2. 

35. Why vas not tny Mother's Womb then my , 
Grave , that I might not have feen the Travel of 
Jacob ; and the wearifom Toil of the Stock of 
Ifrael.] cited by Clem. Alex. Strom. III. p. 
468. 

jl, 52,55. Ask aWoman, fee. J This was the Opi¬ 
nion of Mothers when this Book was written: 
and had probably been derived from thole elder 
Times, when they bare Children much longer 
then in the latter Ages, and when the Difference 
between their firft and laft born Children, 
might be much more remarkable then it is now. 
Tho’ I fuppofe, it may be, in a lefs Degree, 
true to this Day. Secuen. xlix. 5. Pf. cv. 3 6, 

54, 55. Te are lefs of Stature , &c.] In about 
the Proportion of 7 to 8, lince the Original of 
the Hebrew Mealures. See Lamy DeTabentacu * 
lo, pag. 5. &c. 

56. Then faid /.] Efdras , Chap. vi. 10. 

Here feems to be a Deleft of a Claufe about' 
three Weeks Fafing, which is fuppofed, Chap, vi, 

' 

Chap. VI. 8, 9, tc.J Here is a mod: remarkable 
Prophetical Enigma : which, I confefs, I am not 
able to Interpret. However, See t Recog. Ill, 
61. 

ao. The Book fall be opened ."] Apoc. XX- 12. 

23. And the Trumpet fall give a Sound.'] If, 
zivii. 13. Apoc. X. 7. XI. 1$. 
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55. Three Weeks which he told pie."] See of two 
other of thefe Weeks. V. 20, 21. VI. 31. See 
alfo Dan. x. 2, 3. 

42. Waters to be gathered in the feventh Part : 
and fix Parts to be dried up.] This was true, 
or nearly fo, that the Sea was but one feventh 
of the dry Land, as to what the Ancients 
, knew of the habitable Earth, and called the, 
whole Barth. See Lit. Accompt. of Script. Propb. 
nag. 132, and|indeed was, I think, really fo,of 
the entire Globe of the Earth it felf, before the 
Deluge. See New Theory : Fh&nom. XLV. 

49,- 52. Two living Creatures.] i. e. Two forts pf 
living Creatures: vi%. The fifties of the Sea, 
and the Beafts of the Field: defcribed under 
the Names Enoch and Leviathan. But this is 
all wanting in the Arabick. 

Chap. VII. 3-9.] Matt. vii. 14. 

28, 2 9, 30.] See the Differtation concern¬ 
ing this Book: and Obferve that the two Ad¬ 
vents of the Mejias are here joined together, 
without any Account of the long Interval be¬ 
tween them, which was the conftant Cafe till 
the Days of St. Hernias, and St. John. 

35.3 After this Verfe follows that long and 
moft furprizing Infertion, of no fewer than 
x 14 Verfes in the Arabick •, which is certainly 
genuine, and often quoted by Ambrofe, in the 
fourth Century. 

(10.) A Week of Tears.] This is a moft emi¬ 
nent Key to thofe Scripture Prophefies, • in Da¬ 
niel and the Revelation , where a Day ftill fignifies 
a Tear, and Jeven Days ox a Week fignifies? feven 
Tears: the Original of which Interpretation has 
not been hitherto fully difcovered. See alfo 
Tejl. Levi, §. 17. The Eflay on the Revelati - 
*n, p. 5—17. And the fmaU Genefs hereafter. 
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17. Matty there are that go to the Places of Ph- 
nijhment .] Matt. vii. 13, 14. 

104,105.] See Ecclus nii. 12. Conftitut. VIII. 
42. 

107. &ct\ See 2 Baruch II. 36. 

Chap. VIII. 19. This is the beginning of the 
Words of Efdras, before he was taken up :] This 
Claufe, being in the middle of a Difcourfe 
feems to be Interpolation: and is therefore 
rightly wanting in the Arabick. 

Chap. IX. 22. My Grape—~My Plant."] My 
Church, If v. 7. 

Chap. X. 7. Sion our Mother —Arab. Mother 
of us alt] See Gal. iv. 26. 

22. The Ark of the Covenant is fpoiled: Arab. 
is carried away in the Spoil.] Hence we learn that 
the Jews made a new Ark in the Days' of Z0- 
robabel ; which continued till the Captivity un¬ 
der Artaxerxes. Tho’ it does not appear that 
Solomon II. who reftored this Captivity, v. 4 6. 
did venture to make a Third. 

30. Set me upon my Feet.] See Dan. viii. 18. 

46. Solomon?] Thefecond, to whom belong the 
Pfalms of. Solomon , of which hereafter. 

He built the Temple after 30 {Arab. 3000] 
Years.] The 30 Years of the true Reading, are 
foretold in the Teftament of Levi, and reach 
from about the 6 tb to the 3 6 th of Artaxerxes 
Mnemon. But the 3000 Years of the Arab, fhew 
that the Author of that Verfion followed the mo¬ 
dern Hebrew Chronology, which gives 3000 
Yeats from the Creation till the firft Building of 
the Temple by Solomon, the Son of David 5 and 
that he miftakes him for the Solomon here menti¬ 
oned, without any juft Pretence in the Vifion it 
felf. 

47. That 
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47. That was the Dwelling in Jemtalenu] From 
its rebuilding by Solomon II. about the ? 6 th 
Year of Artaxerxes Mnctnon, till the Days of 
the Mejias. 

4 * This pas the Definition that came is to 
come to Jerujalern .] By Titus Vefpafan. 

Jo--* 57. He Jkewei thee the Brightness of her 
Glory , and the Comelinefs of her Beauty, fcc.] 
Which will be at the Building the future JeruJa- 
Jem, upon the final Reftoration of the Jews* See 
the IX laft Chapters of Ezekiel: Apoc. XXI, 
and Collet, after the Efiay on the Revelation , p, 
350—3*7. 

Chap. XI, XII.] See my Explication of the Fifth 
Vifion of Efdras prefently. Only Note here, by 
the Way, that by the [Roman] Eagle here, we are 
4 Efd. xi. exprefly to underftand, the Kingdom which was 
40'Xii.t x. Seen in the Vifion of theProphet’s Brother Daniel; 

or, as theArabick has it, the fourth Kingdom which 
his Brother Daniel the Frophet faw : which de¬ 
termines two Points of great confequence, by 
fome difputed, viz- That Daniel the Prophet 
wrote his Book, not only before the Days of 
Antiochus Epiphanes , but before the Days of 
Artaxerxes Mnemon alfo : i. e. above 200 Years, 
before the Days of Antiochus: and that the fourth 
Kingdom in David is no other then the Romdn 
Eagle , or Roman Empire. 

N. B. It isobje&edto this Book of Daniel^ that 
SeeAfrican. j n that part of it which includes the Hiftory ®f 
fteSufanna. Sufanna, there areAllufions to Greek Words which 
will not fuit theHehrewLanguage in which it ought 
to be written $ that there are, in the Chaldee Part, 
no fewer than three or four Greek Words made 
2><*».vii. 5. Chaldee, and all thrice repeated, in the Repetition 
1o " * 5 * pf the fame Text •, being, indeed, the Names of fo 

many 
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many Inftruments of Mufick, hardly fo old a$ 

Datdel pretends to be ; and that the Chaldee 
Language of Daniel it felt, is very like that of the 
Chaldee Paraphrafes which yet are not ancienter 
than the lecond Century. But then, InAnfwer 
to all this, I Obferve, That both the original He¬ 
brew, and the Septuagint Verfion of that part of 
Daniel, which belonged to Sufanna, are long fince 
loft i that the original Hebrew and $eptuagint Ver¬ 
fion of the Chaldee part of Daniel are alfo long 
fince loft 5 nay, that the Church hath ufed no o- 
ther Greek Verfion of all Daniel, fince the Days 
of JuJlin Martyr, but that ol Tbeodotiott that the 
diftindt Accounts of Daniel in Jofephvs and Jerom $ 
with a very large Paffage preferred in JyJlinMar - 7 *A *"*'“}■ 
tyr, and certain fmall ones, prefetved in the Ap* IO » ” ' 
poftolical Conftitutions, and Ignatiut, from the 
Septuagint Verfion, fhew that the old Hebrew Dan. Jup. 
and Greek Daniel differed confiderably from the Diaig . 
Cb&ldee Verfion, now extant % and to which CHm ^ r yP h 
Tbeodotion's Verfion is accommodated. So that we A-* 47 *M** 
have here no Objections againft the original Book Confiitut. 
ol Daniel it felf-,but Foundations for a ftrong Suf* v.i.lgnat. 
picion, of unfair dealing with this Book by the Ad. Mag-, 
Jews, about the Days ol Barchocab, of which fee ne f‘ 
more fjf.oh theO. T. p. 81, 82. 159,150* 239, 

240. Nor is it unworthy of our ferious Inquiry, 
how it has come to pafs, that the prefent Copies 
of the Book of Ecclejiajlicus, omit hardly any other, 
ancient Heroes or {acred Writers, ol theTewifli E,-cim 
Nation, but thefe two * part of whole Books have xlix. 
their Hebrew Original loft, and are only fupplyed 
by Chaldee Verfions. I mean Exrah and Daniel , 
and the former of thefe Books never heard of till 
after the Days of Barchocab. 

Chap. XIII. 9. &c.~\ 4 poc. I. 16. XIX. 15. 

13.] Hem. Vif. III. and Simil VIII. 

' 36. A Hill 
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%(). A hill Graven ('Arab, a Stone cut) without 
Hands .j See Dan. xi. 34, 35. 

28- The Law which is like unto fire, Arab, the 
Fire was before him.'] See Pf. 1 . 3. 

40. Ten Tribes , Arab, pi Tribes.) Re£te. See 
Teft. Jofeph. §. 19. 2. Baruch. Prof. The 
Differ tation, and Lit. Accomp. of Scrip. Proph. 
p. r 13 , 114 , ny. 

42. That they might there keep their Statutes 
which they never kept in their own Land .] Query •, 
Whether the 10 Tribes have all along kept this 
Refolution of theirs? See Jer. xlii, x'.iii. 

48. Within my Borders .] Thofe Jews of the two 
Tribes, that were already gone home. 

? 4 -] Prov. iii. $, 6 . 

Chap. XIV. 10, II.' This World, Arab, this Age] 
Right from the Deluge till Chrift. See the 
Differtation. 

16. Hereafter.] Under Antichrijl. 

21. Thy Law is burnt.] That authentick Co¬ 
py which was laid up in the Temple : not 
when the Temple was burnt by Nebuchadnezzar: 
as has been hitherto fuppofed ; for Baruch im¬ 
plies the contrary then, 2 Bar. i. 52. &c. ii. 5. 

' nay Jeremiah then delivered ai Copy of that Law 
to the two Tribes at Babyton : as we have feen: 
but when the Temple was defaced, and the 
Jews perfected, by Artaxerxes Mnemon: So 
that an authentick and compleat Copy might 
be now wanting in Babylon. Tho’ frill the 10 
Tribes then in Media and Perjia , and thofe of 
the 2 Tribes which were now in Egypt ,, and 
thofe of them then remaining in Judea, might 
all have many exa£t Copies of it preferv’d a- \ 
mong them, at the fame Time. 

22 r &c.] It has been commonly fuppofed that 
EJdras is heye defcrib’d as taking $ Copies of 

the ; 
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the whole Old Teftament, or however of the in¬ 
tire Pentateuch, from Infpiration *, which feems 
to me to be a great Miftake. I rather believe 
that he only took fiveauthentick Copies of his 
own VII Vilions : part of which included a good 
deal of that Hiftory of the Creation, &c. which 
was alfo written in God’s Law. Nor is it ever laid 
he took Copies of the entire Pentateuch •, much 
lefs of the whole Old Tejlament. On the contrary. 

It is exprefly laid in one place, that what the 
five Men wrote, was the wonderfull Vijions of 
the Night, that were told, which they [before"] XIV. 
knew not: or, according to the Arabick, what he 
Jhould fay to them, according to the Order of the 
Signs of the Things fucceeding one Another, which 
they had not known *, which feems to me to be a 
Defcription of thefe VII Vilions of Efdras only. 

And if we conlider the ancient Method of writ¬ 
ing on Box-Tables, i. e. either of engraving 
the Letter* dire&ly into the Tables,or elfe into 
theWax that was upon theTables, we lhall find 
that the 40 Days here mention’d, were not too 
many for taking lo many Copies of thefe VII 
Vilions ; and,byconfequence, they were much 
too few for taking the lame Number of Copies 
of the Pentateuch $ and vaftly too few for the 
lame number of Copies of the whole OldTeJla• 
went ; as has been .'hitherto very nuju'ftly 
determined. 

33. Brethren amongfl you!] Newly corpe from 
JeruJ'alem. 

44, 204. Books in the common Copies, 904 in fome, 

94 in the Arabick.] I fuppofe the Arabick to 
have the true Number. 

4?. 24. Books or Box Tables .] The two firft Vi¬ 
lions, Chap, iii, iv, v, vi. 1—10. 

46. 70. Books or Box Tables.] The five lftft Vilions, 

Chap. vi. II-— 59. vii,viii,ix,x, xi, xii, xiii. xiv. ( 

thefe 
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thefe two Partitions being thus very near the 

Proportion of 24 to 70. 

N. B. It will here be proper to take notice of 
the State of our prefent Copies of this Book of EJd- 
rasy and hew imperfect they are* and withal to 
ennumerate and correct fome of the groffeft Dif* 
locations. Corruptions, and Interpolationsthat ap* 
pear in them. The Reader has been already in¬ 
formed, that the Greek or Septmgint Verfion of 
this Book is at prefent loft : which Loft is per¬ 
haps almoft peculiar to this Book, and to Daniel, 
of the whole Canon of the Old Tefiament. It is 
alfobut too plain, by the great Difference between 
the Latin and Arabick Copies •, by the great Differ¬ 
ence between the Latin Copy which is in the vul¬ 
gar Bible, and that collated by Faber by the con* 
nderable Variations of Ambrose's Latin Copy from 
the Arabick one, in that large part of the VII 
Chapter which our vulgar Copy intirely and un- 
juftly omits; and by fome Mixture of other Pro- 
phefies with thofe of EJ'dras -, that our Copies are 
here very far from that Perfection, which all wife 
and good Men cannot but defire in ancient Re- I 
cords'; efpeciallyiu thofe that claim to be Parts of 
ty Scripture- 

The firflError of ourCopies feems to be the 
Omifion of a few Names in this Genealogy: of 
which already. 

The fecond Error feems to be an Interpola¬ 
tion of a Prophecy, concerning Ajjyria' and 

Niniveh Chap. ii. 8, 9. 20--22. which con- 

p ' tains God’s Threatening againft them, and 
Exhortations to fuch Virtues, the Practice 
of which would , avert God’s judgments from 
them ; yhich Things furely concern Times 
, « long 1 
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long before the Days oiEzrab the Scribe, and much 
longer before the Days of Efdrat the Prophet. 

It feems to me to belong to the Prophecy of Jo¬ 
nah : whole fecond Threatening againft Niniveh 
are wanting in our Copies of Jonah : but were 
not wanting in thofe of Tobit , chap. xiv. 4 . g: 
whofe Hiftory accordingly, chap. i. 17, 18, 19. 
ii. 3,4.7. feems to me to allude to this Text. 

Hear the two Cafes, and then judge. We are 
there inform’d, that Tobit hazzarded his Life in 
order to bury certain of his Nation that were dead 
in Ajfyria. Now we have no where elfe, but in 
this Exhortation, any facred Command for that 
Office: and here we have it folly, in thefe Words, 
Wherefoever tboufndejl the Dead , take them , and 4 Efd. it. 
"Bury them , and 1 will give thee the firjl Place in my * 3 * 
RejurreSion . In Obedience to which Command 
it was, probably, that Tobit was fo careful of 
that charitable Office. 

The next Error that I {hall take notice of, is 
an Omiifion in both our Copies, chap. ii. 18. of 
the Name of Ezekiel: but this has been already 
taken notice of and corrected. 

The next Omiffion may be that of thefe Words, 
found in the Citation of Barnabas: When the Wood 
Jhall bend down and riej vp again: but of this before. 

Wg have alfb mention of three Weeks of Fafl - 
btg, as of thole which the Angel had before told 
Ej 'aras: which telling before-hand is wanting in our 
Copies : but this has been alfo obierv’d already. 

The next, and indeed the moft pernicious Cor¬ 
ruption of all, and which feems voluntary, 
and done by the Jews alfo, concerns that moft 
eminent Prediction of the Times of the Advent 
and Death of the Meflias: chap. vii. 28, 79, 

30. which, in our ordinary Copies, runs thus. 

For my Son Jefrn flail be revealed , with thofe that 
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be vitb bin \ and they that remain Jhall rejoice, 
within 400 Tears. And after thofe Tears Jhall mj 
Sen Cbrijl die : and all Men that have Life. Ana. 
the World Jhall be turned into the old Silence feven 
Days like as in the former Judgments * fo that 
no Man Jhall remain. In the Arabick Copy it 
ftands thus : For my Son the Meffiah Jhall appear , 
with thofe that belong to him, and Jhall give Glad - 
. nej's to thofe that remain , for about 400 Tears. 
[The next Verfe, that fpeaks of the Death of the 
Mefiiah, is here intirely wanting.] Then it goes 
on,-And after this the World Jhall be turned to its 
former- Quietpefs feven Days: and every one in 
whom is the Breath of Life Jhall be made an end 
of: fo that there Jhall not fo much as one remain. 
The Diforder in our common Copies is here 
manifeft, in that Aflertion, that All Men that 
have Life Jhall die with the Meffias. For then 
there could be no Age of the Mejfias at all, 
till after the general Refurredion, contrary to 
all other Evidence whatfoever. The Omiflion 
of the Death of the MeJJias in the Arabick is 
grofs alfo •, and could hardly arife from any o» 
ther than a voluntary Ad, and that of an unbe¬ 
lieving Jew alfo. The Change that is here made 
from the Appearance of the MelTias, and of thofe 
that were to rejoice with him, within 400 Tears 
into a Gladnefs of his Followers during 400 Tears, 
and only during 400 Tears , before the Day of 
Judgment, is no lefs grofs alfo. For if we fup- 
pofe this Book written by a true Prophet, the 
Fad having proved falfe, this Claufe could not 
be written by fuch an one. And it we fuppofe 
it written by a Counterfeit, i. e. by fbme Chri- 
ftian in the firft or following Centuries, fuch an 
one could not believe this Dodrine, that the 
World was to laft juft and only 40® Years under 
the Melbas: it being the Chriftians conftant Ex- 
, pedation, 
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peft&tion, that the Day of Judgment would come 
in that very Age, and continued fo, tilljthe Reve-, 
lations made toS t. He/tnas, and St. John, at once 
corrected that Miftake^ ..and Ihewed that the 
"World was to laft many more that 400 Years 
before the general Judgment. 

However, ’tis very, providential, that where 
We moft of all want the genuine Reading, and 
Where neither our Vulgar nor Arabick Copies are 
properly uncorrupt, we have this Text preferv’d 
In a diftinft Citation of it by A mbroJ g ] far ear1i-_ 
er than any of. our Copies, nt -in the fourth 
Century it felf, and which I take to be very 
. near the true original Reading. His Words are 
thefe •, For, fays God, by Efdras, mySonJefus fliall 
be revealed, with thofe that Jball rejoice with 
him, [the Angels, Luk. ii. 13, 1.4, if] who re¬ 
main, within 400 Tears. And it J!)all be, that af¬ 
ter theje Tears my Son Ckrijl Jball alfo die, and 
the World. JJjall 'be turned, &c. 

The next Omiflion, in the common Copies, is 
a very large one indeed, of no fewer, according to 
myDivilion* than U4Verfes: alt which the Ara¬ 
bick has very feafonably lupplied. Now that this 
Supply is genuine, appears by the Coherence of the 
following Verfe in the Latin which conne&s not 
with what goes before in the fame Latin, but with" 
What goes before in the Arabick : and by the 
numerous Citations made out of this Part of Efd¬ 
ras, by Ambrole . from his Lathi Conies of the 
fourth Century. * Moris it ^ery unlikely, that 
the Contents of this Part might, by fome, be; 
thdught fo unfit for the Vulgar •, by reafon of 
its prodigious Novelty, and Sublimity • that 
When they got the reft of the Book tranfcribM, 
for general Ufe, they thought it beft not to tran¬ 
scribe this Part with the reft. Nor, indeed, can 

I any 
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any confidedng Perfon, who has but fome Sufpi- 
cion of its being true, and really a Portion of 
'holy Scripture, perufe it without the greateft 
Concern and Emotion of Soul j and without a 
Mixture of the greateft Admiration arid Surprize 
poflible. 

The next Claufe which I fufpeCt to be [Interpo¬ 
lation, is chap. viii. \ 9. of the Words following.; 
This is the beginning of the Words of Efdras, before 
he was taken vp. Thefe Words are in the Middle 
of a Difcourfe in the Latin * and are intirely 
omiTfe'd in the Arabick. Nor do they at all fuit 
with the Coherence of the Place in either Copy ; 
but of this before. 

The next Corruption is that, chap. x. 45, 46. 
of 3000 Years in the Arabic f twice, for 30 in 
the Latin , the Occasion of which is plain, as above 
noted, viz. that the Tranflator or Tranfcriber did 
not know of the 30 Years Perjian Captivity,; and 
that after thofe 3 oYears,SoZomow the Second,rebuilt 
the Temple, and reftored its Worlhip. He was 
therefore oblig’d to Allegorize thefe Years and 
to take a Year for 100 Years, which is without 
Example clfewhere in all Antiquity •, and to un- 
derftand the Prediction of Solomon the Son of Da» 
vid's Building the firft Temple; which was really, 

. by the prefent Hebrew Chronology, 3000 Years 
after the Creation *, though that Epocha has no¬ 
thing to So with the Coherence in this Place. 

The next Corruption is of the Number of the 
Tribes that went out of Media and Perfa, in the 
Days ot Artaxerxes, chap. xiii. 40. which the Lath 
Copy calls ten, while th eArabick has it more exact¬ 
ly nine Tribes and ail half But fince Jofepbus r aTii 
all the Moderns, have not been appriz’d of this 
remarkable FaCt, viz. that half the Tribe of 
ManaJJ'eh went with their Neighbours,. the Ben* 

jamitieSf 
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jamitles, into the Babylonian Captivity, and not 
with the reft of their Tribe into the Ajfyrian \ as 
will hereafter appear *, ’tis no wonder that thtLatin 
Tranftators or Tranfcribers have here put down 
the general and common Number io inftead of 
the eiad and unknown one 9 i. 

The laft Interpolation that I fhall here men¬ 
tion, belongs not to the XIV Chapters of Efi- 
ras , but to the two concluding Chapters, that ap¬ 
pear to belong to Jeremy , chap. xv. 10-ij. 

I call this_ an Interpolation here, although we 
eannnot diftinguifh the feveral Predictions in 
thefe Chapters, and fort them to . the feveral 
Events whereunto they refpeCtively belong •, be- 
caufe thefe Verfesfeem plainly to belong to Jer: 
xliv. and to contain its true original Reading * 
as has been already obferv’d : while neither 
what now goes before, nor what follows, in this 7Z * 
XIV Chapter, appears to have any relation to 
the fame Matter. 

And thus much for the grofs Corruptions,OmilR*‘ 
ons, and Diflocations in the prefent Copies of this 
Books,. Yet all thefe, and the other Imperfections 
of thofe Copies notwithftanding, I think, thatthe 
general Series, and Tenor, and Contents of this 
Book are, as ,in all other like Cafes, very clear, 
evident, and ufeful * fuch as ought to invite all 
curious and inquisitive Perfons, who have any 
reverence for Divine Revelation, or regard to 
Prophetick Infpiration, to read and confider it 
attentively ; and to invite all the truly Learned' 
to contribute their utmoft Endeavours towards 
the Difcovery of other and better Copies *, the 
Correction of thofe we have % and the intire Re¬ 
stitution of this, as well as of all the other Holy 
and Prophetick Books to their original Integrity 
and Perfection. . - 

I 2 THE' 
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THE 

CLI Pfalm of David. 


This Pfalm is peculiarly written for David, 
and, is out of the Number [of CL.] when 
he fought the {ingle Combat with Goliath. 

i "T Was fmall among my Brethren, and 

1 the youngeft in the Houfe of my 
Father. 

2 I fed my Father’s Sheep. My Hands 
made a mufical Inftrument, and my Fingers 

•touched the Pfaltery. 

3 And who will declare it to my Lord ? 
He himfelf is the Lord, He himfelf hears me. 

4 He fent out his Angel, and took me 
from my Father’s Sheep : and he anointed 
me with the Oil of his Un£tion, [or Mercy 7 \ 

H My Brethren were goodly and great; 
yet was not the Lord well pleafed with 
them. 

6 1 went out to meet the Philijline , and 
he curfed me by his Idols. 

7 But I drew the Sword that was taken 

from himfelf, and cut off his Head, and I 
took away the Reproach from the Children 
of IfraeL THE 
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PSALTERY 

[The Pfalms and Odes] of 

SOLOMON, 

' [XVIII in Number.] 


I. * 

A Pfalm of Solomon. 

[Jerufalem’r Lamentation for the Mifery of 
the two Tribes , when Bagofes, the General 
■ of Artaxerxes Mnemon, dejlroyed it , and 
carried the Inhabitants into Captivity. See 
f. 49. print, And the Dijfert. prefently.'] 

1 T Cried unto the Lord, when I was af- 
X. Aided to the uttermoft : unto the 
Lord when the Sinners opprefled me. 

2 A cry of the Enemy was hidden ly 
heard before me. He will hear me becaufe 
I am filled with Righteoufnefs : 

3 Lreafoned in my Heart that I was filled 
with Righteoufnefs, becaufe of my Profpe- 
rity, and the Multitude of my Children : 

4 Their Riches have palled over the 
whole Earth, and their Glory unto the end 
of the Earth. 

. 1 ? 5 They 
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$ They have been exa^ed unto the Stars; 
they laid. We lhall never fall. 

6 They have injured [_Men\ with their 
Riches, and have brought no [Oblation."] 

7 Their Sins were in fecret Places, and 
I knew it not. 

8 Their Sins have exceeded the Nations 
that were before them : they have profan¬ 
ed the San&uary of the Lord, by pollut¬ 
ing it. [See Tejt. Levi. §. 17.] 

'll. 

A Pfalm of Solomon, concerning Jenifalem, 

[On the lame Occalion. See Tejt. Levi f 

§.17. and the Differ tat ion ufon it .]} 

1 TT 7 HEN the wicked Man was be- 
VV come proud, he call down the 
ftrong Walls with a battering Ram ; and 
thou haft not hindred. 

2 Strange Nations went up upon thine 
Altar: they trampled on it with their Feet, 
with Pride. 

3 Becaufe the Children of Jerufalem have 
defiled the Sanctuary of the Lord, they have 
profaned the Oblations of God, by theft 
Iniquities. 

4 Wherefore, he faid, caft thofe [• Oblati¬ 
ons j far from me j there is no fweet Savour 
in them. 

5 The Beauty of his Glory is brought to 
nought before God j it is dilhonoured to 
the uttermoft. 

6 Their 
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6 Their Sons and their Daughters are in 
an evil Captivity ; their Neck has a Mjtrjk,. 
and an Impreffion among the Gentiles. 

7 He hath done to them according their 
Sins; for he hath left them in the Hands 
of the Powerful. 

8 For he hath turned away his Face from 
fhewing Mercy tO them ; the young Man, 
and the old Man, and their Children at 
once. 

9 Becaufe they did wicked Things at 
once, and would not hear. 

10 Both the Heaven took it hainoufly, 
and the Earth abhorred them. 

11 Becaule no Man did therein what 
Things thefe have done. * 

12 And the Earth fhall know all thy 

righteous Judgments, O God. He hath fet 
the Children of Jerufalem for a Reproach, 
by reafon of the Harlots that were there¬ 
in. * 

i $ Every one that committed Fornica- 
* tion walked in the Face of the Sun. They 
made fport with their Iniquities. 

. 14 As they did them, they openly publifh- 
ed their Unrighteoufnels. Even the Daugh¬ 
ters of Jerufalem are polluted according to 
thy Judgment. 

15 Becaufe they defiled themfelves in the 
Pollution of Mixture, I grieve in my inward 
PartSj and in my Bowels on this Account, . 

I 4 16 l 
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t6 I will iuftify thee, O God, in uprights 
nefs of Heart: for in thy Judgments is thy 
Jlighteoufnefs, 0 God. 

17 For thou haft repayed Sinners accords 
ing to their Works ; according to their 
Sins, which were very great. 

18 Thou haft difcovercd their Sins; that 
thy Judgment may be made manifeft. 

. 19 Thou haft .blotted out their Memo¬ 
rial from the Earth. God is a Righteous 
Judge, and will not admire Perfons. 

20 He hath thrown down her Honour 
from the Throne of Glory : for the Gen¬ 
tiles have reproached Jerusalem, in treading 
it down. 

21 He hath gicded her with Sack-cloth, 
inftead of a Garment of Beauty ; with a 
Cord about her Head, inftead of a Crown. 

22 He hath taken away the Mitre of her 
Glory, which himfelf put on her. . 

23 Her Beauty is caft down to the Earth, 
with dilgrace. 

24 I alfo faw this, and intreated the. 
Face of the Lord, and faid ; Let it fuffice, 
OLord, what heavy Hand thou haft [already] 
laid upon Jerufalem , by their Captivity 
^mong the Gentiles, 

25 For they have derided us, and have 
not Ipared in Anger,and Wrath, with Defpite 

26 And they will compleat our Deftruc- 
tion, unlefs thou, O Cord, reproveft them 

'in thine Anger. 

27 For 
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*7 For they have not aflted from Zeal, [*- 
gainfi Sin ;] but from the Luft of their Sold. 

28 To pour out thefr Rage upon us, in 

Plunder,-Defer not, O God, to repay, 

them upon their Heads. 

29 That they may -be fenfible of the 
Pride of the *Dr»gon in his dtfgraee. 

50 And I did not put off [wy Frayn,] 
until God fhewed me his Reproach ; when 
he was wounded upon the Mountains of 
Egypt ; when lie was defpifed to the laft 
Degree upon Land and Sea. 

31 When his dead Body was rotted away 
upon the Waves; with great Reproach ; and 
there was none to bury him. 

5 s For he hath brought him to nothing 
in difgracc. He did not confider that he 
was but a Man, and did not confider his 
laft End. 

3 3 He faid, I will be Lord of Land and 
Sea: and lie did not know that it is God 


* Perhaps 
Pfammiti* 
cus II. that 
cruel and 
inhuman 
King of 
f-gypt; 

who prooa :■* 
hly tyran¬ 
nized over 
the yews 
when they ~ 
were there 
during this 
Captivity . 
See Prid. 
ad An* 46** 


who is great, and mighty in his great Power. 

34 He is Ring in the Heavens, and judges 
both Kings and Princes. 

35 Who raifes me up unto Glory, and 
lays the Proud afleep, unto eternal Perdi¬ 
tion, in difgrace ; becaufe they have not 
known him. ; 

36 And now, behold, ye great Men of 
the Earth, the judgment of the Lord : for 
he i&a great King, and Righteous; judg¬ 
ing what is pnder die Heaven. . 

37 Ye 
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37 Ye that fear the Lord, blefs ye the 
Lord, with Knowledge : for the Mercy of 
the Lord is upon them that fear him, with 
Judgment. 

^38 To put a Difference between the 
Righteous and the *Sinner; to repay Sin¬ 
ners for ever, according to their Works. 

39 And to have Mercy upon the Righ¬ 
teous Man, \in delivering him from ] the De- 
preflion of the Sinner; and to repay the 
Sinner, according to what he did to the 
Righteous Man. 

40 For the Lord is gracious to thofe that 
call upon him, with Patience ; to do ac¬ 
cording to his Mercy to thofe that are with 
him; that they may evermore be eftablilh- 
ed by his Power. 

41 BlefTed be the Lord for ever, in the 
Prefence of his Servants. 


III. 

A Pfalm of Solomon, concerning the Righte¬ 
ous , [who humble themfelves in this Cap¬ 
tivity, and acknowledge that the Chaftife- 
ment of God is for their Good.] 

1 TT7 H Y fleepeft thou, O my Soul, and 
” does not blefs the Lord ? 

2 Sing ye a new Hymn unto God, who 
is to be praifed. Sing thou,. and watch 
thou upon his watch. For it is a good 

'Ping 
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Thing to fing a Pfalm to God, out of thy 
whole Heart. 

3 The Righteous are mindful of the Lord 
continually. The Judgments of the Lord 
are in Conteffion, and in Righteoufnefs. 

4 A Righteous Man will not defpife when 
he is chaftened of the Lord. His good 
Will is ever before the Lord. 

5 The Righteous Man Rumbled, and 

juRified the Lord : he fell, and he has re- ProvMft, 
gard to what God will do to him. »<*• 

6 He looketh abroad {to fee] whence his 
Salvation (ball come. 

7 The Truth of the Righteous is with 
God, their Saviour. Sin upon Sin does not 
dwell in the Houle of a Righteous Man, 

8 The Righteous Man vifits his Houfe 
always, to take away Unrighteou&efs in 
his fall. 

9 He expiated for his Ignorance, witl; 

Falling ; and will humble pis Soul. 

10 The Lord alfo cleanfeth every Mari 
that is holy, and his Houfe. 

u The Sinner Rumbled, and he curfeth 
his Life; the Day of his Birth, and its Pangs. 

12 He hath added Sins upon Sins to his 
Life. 

i 3 He is fallen, becaufe his Fall is evil; 
and the DeRru&ion of the Sinner fhali not 
rife again for ever. 

14 And he Ihall not be remembred when 
the Righteous is vifited. 
v 1T 
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15 This is the Portion of the Sinners for 
ever. 

1 6 But thofe that fear the Lord lhall rife 
again to Life Eternal; and their L,ife lhall 
be in the Light of the Lord, and lhall no 
more fail. 

IV. 


A Pfalm of Solomon, to thofe that are Men- 
[containing, A Complaint of fome 
great Man, probably the High-Prieft : of 
rather his Brother ; who by flattering 
Bagqfes, aimed at the High Priefthood.] 

i TH H Y doft thou, O profane Man, fit 
” in the Council, whilft thy Heart 
hath departed far from the Lord, provoking 
the God of lfrael by thy Tranfgreffions ? 

^ 2 Superfluous in thy Words; fuperfluous 

in Signs above all Men; harfh in thy Words, 
condemning Offenders in Judgment. 

? And his Hand is among the firft upon 
him, as out of Zeal: while himfelf is guil¬ 
ty in variety of Sins and Enormities. 

, 4 His Eyes are upon every Woman, with¬ 
out Diftin&ion. His Tongue is falfe in the 
Covenant, which he hath fworn to. 

5 He finneth in the Night, and in fecret 
Places, as not feen: he ipeaketh with his 
Eyes to every Woman, with a Signal of 
Wickednefs, 

6 Swift 
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6 Swift in entring into every Houfe with 
Joy, as tho’ he were Innocent. 

7 0 God, take aWay thofe that live Hy¬ 
pocritically with the Holy : [take away] his 
Life in the Corruption of his Flefh, and in 
Poverty. 

8 Difcover, O God, the Works of Men-^ 
pleafers, [difcover] their Works with Laught¬ 
er and Derifion. 

9 And let the Holy juftify the Judgment 

of their God; when Sinners are taken away 
before the Face of the Righteous Man: » 

10 A Man-pleafer, that fpeaks the Law 
yyith Deceit. 

11 And their Eyes are in the Houle of a 
Man in firmnels. As a Serpent deftroy their 
mutual Wifdom, by the Words of Trank 
greffors. 

12. His Words are deceitful, in order to 
the Practice of his unjuft Defire. 

13 He arofe not up until he had conquer¬ 
ed to fcatter, as among Orphans ; and he 
made them bare for the Sake of his unjuft 
Defire. 

14 He hath-deceived with his Words,' 

becaufe their is no one that feeth and judg- 
eth. ' • > - v • 

•iif He is filled with Tranfgreffion there¬ 
in ; and his Eyes are upoii another Houfe: 
to overthrow it by Words of Pride. His 
Soul is not fatisfied with all this. 

16 Let 
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1 6 Let his Portion, O Lord, be in dis¬ 
honour before thee: his going out with 
Groans, and his coming in with a Curie. 

17 In Sorrows, in Poverty, in Diftrefs, 
let his Lite be, O Lord- Let his fleep be 
in Sorrow, and his awaking in Diftreffes. 

18 Let fleep be taken away from his 
Temples, by Night. Let him fall from all 
the Works of his Hands in dilhonour. 

19 Let him enter into his Houfe empty 
of Hand. Let his Houfe be deftitute of 
every Thing by which he may latisty his 
Soul. 

20 Let his old Age be in Solitude, for 
want of Children, to repair-his Family. 

21 Let the Flefh of Men-pleafers be torn 

to Pieces by wild Beafts : and the Bones of 1 
Tranfgreflors be before the Sun in dilhonour. 

22 Let the Ravens pick out the Eyes of 
hypocritical Men. 

2} For they have laid wafte many Houfes 
of Men in dilhonour, and have difperfed 
them at their own Lull:. 

24 And they have not been mindful of 
God, nor have they feared God in all thefe 
Things, 

2 5 And they have provoked God to An-* 
ger, and have exafperated him to take 
them out of the Land : for they nave falfe* 
ly diffembled the Souls of the Innocent. 

2 6 Blelfed are thefe that fear the Lord in 
their Innocency. 

27 The 
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27 The Lord will deliver them from de¬ 
ceitful Men, and from Sinners ; and will 
refcue us from every wicked Offence. 

28 Do thou, O God, take away thole 
that do all Iniquity in their Pride: for thou 
art great and ftrong ; 

29 The Lord our God, in Righteoulnels. 
Let thy Mercy, O Lord, be upon all thole 
that love thee. 


V. 

A Pfalm of Solomon, [containing a Decla¬ 
ration of good Mens Joy, and Content¬ 
ment, and Hope, in addrefling themfelves 
to God under this their Captivity.] 

1 S~\ Lord God, let thy Name be praif- 
V_y ed, with Exultation, in the midft 
of thofe that know thy Righteous Judg¬ 
ments. 

a For thou art kind, and merciful y the 
Refuge of the Poor. 

? When I cry unto thee, be not thou 
fileqt from me. 

4 For one cannot take Spoils from a po¬ 
tent Man. 

5 And who can partake of all that thou 
haft made, unlefs thou beftoweft them ? 

6 For Man and his Portion is with thee, E*uf. 
by Meafure 1 he cannot increafe his Abun- I9 ' 
dance, contrary to thy Judgment, O God. 

7 We 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



7 We will call upon thee to affift us, when 
We are affli£ted; and thou wilt not turn 
away our Petitions j tor thou art our God. 

8 Lay not thine Hand too heavily up¬ 
on us, that we may not be neceflitated to 
Sin. 

. 9 And unlefs thou doft convert us, [re- 
turri us home/] we {hall not be able to en¬ 
dure : but unto thee will we come. 

i o For if I hunger, I will cry unto thee, 
O God; and thou wilt give me [Food.] 
tfai. civ. 11 Thou feedeft the Fouls, and the Fifti¬ 
es. By giving Rain in the Deferts, for the 
Growth ot Herbs; to prepare ,{thou prepare/?,] 
Food in the Defert for every living Thing. 

12 And if they be thirfty they wifi lift up 
, their Faces to thee. 

13 Thou, O God, feedeft the Rings, the 
Rulers, and the People. And the Hope of 

tfai.% .14. the Poor and Needy, what is it, but thou, 
0 Lord ? 

c 14 And thou wilt hear them. For who 
is kind and gentle but Thou? to make the 
Soul of die Humble rejoice, when thou 
openeft thine Ear in Mercy. „ 

vi 5 The Kindnefs of a Man is to his 
Friend, and that for to Morrow. And if 
fee does him two Kindnefles, without, mur¬ 
muring, evep at this thou maift wonder. 

16 But what thou beftoweft is not fmall, 
but’tis rich with kindnefs. And he whole 

Hope 
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Hope & in thee, O Lord, is not puffed up 
with what thou beftoweft. 

17 Thy Mercy is upon the whole Earth, 

O Loti, with kindnefs. 

18 Bleffed is he whom God remembers , 

in the Moderation of Contentment. £«*/.v. if. 

19 If a Main have too great Abundance, 
he fiiineth. 

20 A moderate Portion is fufficient, with 

Righteoufnefs : and herein is the Blefling 
of the Lord, for Satisfaction in Righteouf- 
nefs. * 

_ 21 Thofe that feared the Lord have re¬ 
joiced in their good Things: and thy Kind¬ 
nefs will be upon Ifrdet in thy Kingdom. 

22 Bleffed be the Glory of the Lord ; 
for he is our King. 

VI. 

A Pfalm of Solomon, In Hope. {To the 
fame Occafion.] 

1 I ILeffed is the Mari whole Heart is 
|j prepared to call on the Narrie of 
the Lord. 

2 When he is mindful of the Name of 
the Lord, he fliall' be lived.. 

? His Ways are directed by the Lord,- 
and the Works of his Hands ate guarded 
htm.f 

& 4 He 
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4 He fhall Hot be difturbed with [his] 
wicked Dreams. 

$ His Soul {ball not be terrified in palling 
over Rivers, nor in Storms of the Seas. 

6 He arole from his deep, and bleffed 
the Name of the Lord. 

7 In the Conftancy of his Heart he lung 
Hymns to the Name of his God ; and he 
befought the Face of the Lord for all his 
Houfe. 

§ And the Lord heard the Prayer of c- 
very one that is in the Fear of God. And 
the Lord performs every Petition of the 
Soul that hopeth in him. 

9 Let the Lord be bleffed, who fheweth 
Mercy to thofe that love him in Truth* 


A Pfalm of Solomon, Of Converfion. [A 
Prayer that God would not any longer 
permit his Temple to continue defolate.] 

i T~V> not thou remove thy Tabernacle, 
17 O God, from us ; left thofe that 
nave hated us fall upon us. 

% For thou haft thruft us away, O God. 
Let not their Foot tread down the Inheri¬ 
tance of thy San&uary. 

1 Do thou Chaftife us at, thy own Will, 
and do not thou deliver us to the Gentiles* 


4 For 
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4 For if thou fendeft Death, thou will 
give it a command concerning os: for „ 
thou art gracious, and art not Wrath with xxiv.T* 
tis, lb as to conlume us, 

$ We fhall obtain Mercy, while thou 
fliakeflfc thy Name to dwell in the midft of 
us. 

6 The Heathen Nation will have no 
Power againft us: for thou art our Pro* 
te&or. 

7 We will alfo call upon thee, and thod 

Wilt hear us. • # , 

8 For thou wilt have Mercy on the Stock 
of Jfrael for ever, and wilt not thruft then! 
away. And we are under thy Yoke for 
ever, and under the Rod of thy Difcipline. 

9 Thou wilt direct us, in the Seafon of 
thy Afliftance; to have Mercy on the Houfe 
6 i Jacob, in thb Day wherein thou haft pro- 
mifed it to them. 


VIII. 

A Pfalm of Solomon: Upon the Victories, 
[Of the Perftans againft the Jem, on ac-*; 
count of their many and great Sins; when 
they peaceably opened the Gates of j feru- 
falem to them.] 

f A \INE Ear hath heard Affli&ion^ 
J\r|. an( l the Voice of Wars; the Voice 
of a Trumpet founding Slaughter and D'e- 
ftru&ion. 

K' 2t z Thsr 
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2 The Voice is of much People, as of 
a very great Wind : as a Storm of raging 
Fire carried through the Defert. 

$ And I faid to my Heart, Where then 
will God judge him 

4 I heard a Voice in Jerafalem , the Gity 
of our Sanctuary. 

5 My Loins are fhaken with the Re¬ 
port, my Knees are difturbed. 

6 My Heart hath been afraid, my Bones 
have been difordered, like Flax. 

7 I faid. Do they order their Paths a- 
fight in Juftice ? I reafoned of the Judg¬ 
ments of God from the Creation of Hea¬ 
ven and Earth : I juftified God in his Judg¬ 
ments, from the beginning of the World. 

8 The Lord hath difeovered their Sins 
before the Sun. The whole Earth hath 
known the Judgments of God to be righ¬ 
teous. 

9 Their Tranfgreflions have been in fub- 
terraneous Places of privacy, to- provoke 
him to Anger. 

10 The Son has accompanied with his 
Mother, and the Father with the Daughter. 

11 Every one hath committed Adultery 
with his Neighbour’s Wife. They have 
made Afiignations, and that with an Oath. 

12 On thefe Accounts they have Ipoiled 
the holy Places of God, without their Re¬ 
demption by the Heir. 

f } They 
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13 They have troden down the Altar of , 
the Lord, becaufe of all its UncleannefiC Tep. uvh 
And they have polluted the Sacrifices, as § n- 
profane Flefh, by the Blood of a Woman 

in her Infirmity. 

14 They have not forfaken a Sin, fuch 
as the Gentiles did not commit. 

1$ Wherefore God hath infufed into their 
Cup a Spirit of Deceit. He hath made them 
drink a Cup of unmixed Wine, unto Drunk- 
ennefs. - 

16 He hath brought one from the utmoft 
Parts of the Earth •, one that ftriketh feverely. 

17 He hath determined War again# Je- 
rafalem, and her Land. 

18 The Rulers of the Land met him; 
with Joy, they faid unto him, Thy Way is 
made plain : come, enter with Peace. 

19 They made, the rough Ways fmooth 
at his Entrance: they have opened the 
Gates in Jerufalem ; they have crowned her 
Walls. 

20 He entred as a Father into the Houfe 

of his Children, with Peace: he fet his 
Feet with great Security. ' * 

21 He feized on her Towers, and on 
the Wall of Jerufalem. 

22 Becaufe God conduced him with Se¬ 
curity, by their Infatuation, 

23 Hedeftroyed their Rulers, and every 
wife Man in their Counfel, He hath pour- 

K } ed 
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e 4 out the Blood of the Inhabitants of Je- 
rufalem , as Water of Uncleannefs. 

24 He carried away their Sons aud their 
Daughters, which they begat in their Pol¬ 
lution. 

They did according to their Impu¬ 
rities, as their Fathers had done. 

2 6 They pollutedjfcr »/<!/<?>», and theThings 
that were fa notified to the Nam e pf GocJ. 

27 God is juflrified in his Judgments, a- 
mong the Nations of the Earth. 

28 And the Holy Ones of God were in 
their Jiinocency, in the midft of them. 

29 God is to be praifed, who judgeth all 
the Earth in his Righteoufiiels. 

jo Behold now God hath fhewed us his 
Judgment, in his Righteoufnels. 

j 1 Their Eyes have feen thy Judgments, 
O Gpd : we have junified thy honourable 
Name for ever. 

j2 For thou art a God pf Righteoufnels, 
judging Ifrad by Chaftifement. 

jj Reftore .to us thy Mercy, O God: 
and have Mercy upon us. 

j4 Gather together the Difperfion of 
tfrasly with Mercy and Kindnefs. 

3 5 For thy Fidelity is with us ; and we 
have hardened our Neck, and thou art he 
who chaftifeft us. 

3 6 Do not thou overlook us, O our God; 
left the Gentiles Iwallow us up, while therp 
is none to deliver us. 

37 F° r 
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37 For thou art our God from the begin¬ 
ning : and upon thee have we hoped, O 
Lord. 

38 And we will wait with Patience for' 
thee ; for thy Judgments are kind towards 
us. 

3 9 Let thy good will be to us, and to 
our Children for ever, O Lord our Saviour. 
Let us not be moved henceforth for ever 
and ever. 

40 The Lord is to be praifed in his Judg¬ 
ments, in the mouth of his holy Ones. 

41 And be thou, O If fuel, Blefled of the 
Lord for ever. 

IX. t 

A Pfalm of Solomon, For Reproof j [And 

the Acknowledgement of God’s Juftice in. 

this their Captivity: with Prayers for 

their Reftoration.J 
* 

1 W HEN Ifrael was led away in their 
** Captivity unto a ftrange Land j 
when they apoftatiz’d from the Lord, who 
had delivered them, [by Cyrus."] 

2 They were caft away out of the Inhe¬ 
ritance which the Lord had given them, 
among every Nation, in the Difperfion of 
Jfrael , according to the Word of God: 

3 That thou, O God, mighteft be juftified 
jn thy Righteoufnefs, by their Iniquities. 

£ 4 4 FQP 


* Die Google 



() 

^ 4 For thou art a righteous Judge towards 
all the People of the Earth. 

$ For no one that does Evil fliall be hid¬ 
den from thy Knowledge. ' ♦ 

6 And the Righteoufnefs of thy holy Ones 
are before thee, O Lord: and no Man fhall 
be hid from thy Knowledge. 

7 O Lord, Our Works are in our own 
Choice; and it is in the Power of our Soul, 

tBar. Toft, to do right or wrong, by the Works of our 
Hands. 

8 And in thy Righteoufnefs thpu doft 
vifit the Sons of Men. 

9 He that worketh Righteoyfnels trea¬ 
sures up Life to himfelf with the Lord: 
and he that does what is unjuft, he is him¬ 
felf guilty of the Deftru&ion of his Soul. 

i o For the Judgments of the Lord are 
in Righteoufnefs, for every Man and his 
Houfe. 

ii To whom will God be merciful, but 
to thofe who call upon the Lord ? 

1 2 He will purify the Soul that is in Sins, 
by Confeffion and Self-Accufation. 

I ? For Shame belongs to us, and to our 
Faces, in all Things. 

14 And to whom will he forgive Sins, 
but to thofe that [ confefs they hovel finned ? 

15 Thou wilt blefs the Righteous, and 
wilt not punifh them for their Sins : and 
thyKindnefs is towards Sinners upon Re¬ 
pentance. 

/ i (5 And 


Digitized by VjO 



( i?7 ) 

16 And now thou art die God of Ifr&l • 
for we are thine. And do not thou take 
away thy Mercy from us, that they may 
not opprefs us. 

17 For thou haft chofien the Seed oi Abra¬ 
ham above ah the Nations. 

18 And thou, 0 Lord, haft put thy Name 
upon us; and it will not fail for ever. 

19 Thou haft made a Covenant with our 
Fathers concerning us, and we will hope hi 
thee, in the Converfion of our Soul. 

20 May the Mercy of the Lord be upon 

tjie Houfe pf Ifnttl for ever, even for ever 
and ever. *» 

X. 

An Hymn of Solomon. [To God, for this 
his fatherly Chaftifement of the Jews 
for their Good.] 

I TJLeffed is the Man of whom the Lord 
□ is mindful by Chaftifement :. and 
who hath been diverted from his wicked 
Way by a Stripe •, that he may be purged 
from his Sin, and may not be full of it, 

2 He that prepareth his Back for Stripes 
fhall be purged. For the Lord is gracious 
to thofe that undergo Correction. 

5 For he will fet ftrait the Paths of 
the Righteous • and will not pervert them 
by Correction. 

' 4 And 
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4 And the Mercy of the Lord is up¬ 
on them that love him in Truth; and 
the Lord will be mindful of his Servants 
in Mercy. 

$ The Teftimony is in the Law of his 
eternal Covenant; the Teftimony of the 
Lord is upon the Ways of Men for Vifi- 
tation. 

6 Righteous and Holy is our Lord in 
hi* Judgments, for ever. And Ifrael will 
praife the Name of the Lord with gladnefs. 

7 And the holy Ones fhall give thanks, 
in the Congregation of the People ; and 
God will have Mercy on the Poor, in 
the Gladnefs of Ifrael. 

8 For God is gracious and merciful for 
ever. And the Aflemblies of Ifrael fhall 
praife the Name of the Lord. 

9 The Salvation of the Lord be upon 
the Houfe of Ifrael, for eternal joy. 

■. - ■ XL 

A Pfalm of Solomon, Far Expectation, [Of 
' their Deliverance.] 

1 QJOund the Trumpet in Sion, with a 
Trumpet of Jubilee of the Saints, 

2 Proclaim in Jerufalent the Voice of 
him that bringeth good Tidings. For the 

Lord 
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Lord hath had Mercy on Jfrael t in their 
Vifitation. 

3 Stand thou on high, O Jerufalem , and 

fee thy Children gathered together from 1Bar.iv.34. 
the Eaft and Weft at once by the Cord. 4 E/dd.#. 

4 They come from the North in the 
Gladnefs of their God : from the Ifles a-; 
far off hath God gathered them together. 

5 He hath laid low the high Moun¬ 
tains unto a Plain for them. 

6 The Hills fled away at their Entrance: 
the Wood afforded them fhadow in their 

Paffage. 

7 God made every odoriferous Tree to > 4 ‘ 
grow for them ; that Jfrael might pafs on 

in the Vifitation of the Glory of their God. 

8 Put on, O Jerufalern ., the Garments 
of thy Glory: prepare the Habit of thy 
Holinefs. For God hath fpoken good to 
Jfrael, for ever and ever. 

9 May the Lord perform what he hath 
fpoken concerning Jfrael ; and that in Je- 
rufalem. May the Lord raife up Jfrael for 
ever and ever, 
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J Ffalm of Solomon. Of the Tongue of 
Tranfgrefjm. 

i f \ Lord, deliver my Soul from a Man 
\^J that is a Tranfgrefforand Wicked ; 
from a Tranfgrefling and a Whifpering 
Tongue, that fpeaketh Lies and Deceits. 

a The Words of the Tongue of a wick¬ 
ed Man, are for the doing what is perverfe; 
like a Fire in the threlhing Floor, that burn- 
eth its Stubble. 

$ Its 'Neighbourhood will fill Houfes 
with a lying tongue. Cut down [0 Got Q 
the Trees of Gladnefs, that fet on fire 
the Tranfgreffors. • - 

4 ■ Confound the Houfes of Tranfgreffors 
in the War, by whifpering Lips. O God, 
remove the Fire-kindler from the Innocent, 

H Let the whifpering Tongue pprifli 
from, the Holy, by a flaming Fire. 

6 May the Lord prefeve the Soul that 
is quiet, and hates the unjuft : and may 
the Lord guide the Man that liveth peacea¬ 
bly in his Houfe. 

7 Let the Salvation of the Lord be 
upon Ifrael , his Servant, for ever. 

8* And let the Sinners perifb from the 
Face of the Lord at once: and let the 
Holy of the Lord inherit the Promifes of 
the Lqrd. • XIII. A 
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A Tfalm of Solomon. The Confolation of 
the Righteous , [When they law how 
God preferved them from many Calam¬ 
ities, that fell on the wicked in tnis Capti¬ 
vity!] 

i TT^HE right Hand of the Lord hath 
* drawn me to him: the right Hand 
of the Lord hathfoared us. 

2 The Arm of tne Lord hath deliver^ 
ed us, from the Sword that palled by; 
from Famine, and the Death of Sinners. 

j Evil wild Bealls ran upon them in 
their Ways ; they tore their Flefh, ancf 
they bruned them in their Mills. [Grin¬ 
ders.] And from all thefe Things hath the 
Lord delivered us. 

4 The impious Man was difttrrbed be- 
caufe of his Offences, left he Ihould be 
taken together with the Sinners. 

5 For the Overthrow of the Sinner ihall 
be terrible: and nothing of all this Ihall 
touch the Righteous Man. 

6 For the Chaftifement of the Righteous 
in their Ignorance, is not like the Over¬ 
threw of the Sinners. 

7 The Righteous Mail is chaftifed in 
private ; that the Sinner may not infult 
over him that is Righteous. 

8 For' 
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S For he will admonifh the Righteous 
Man as the Son of his love, and his Cor- 
re£tion will be as of the Firft-born. 

g For the Lord will fpare his holy Ones, 
and will blot out their Offerices by Correc¬ 
tion : for the Life of the Righteous is for 
ever. 

10 But the Sinners fhall be taken away 
for Deftru&ion, and their Memorial fhall 
not be found any more!, 

11 But the Mercy of the Lord is upon 
the Holy, and his Mercy upon thetfi that 
Fear him. 

XIV. 

An Hymn of Solomon. [Of the Happinefs 
of the Good, and the Mifery of the Bad 
at laft. It is parallel to the firft Pfahn of 
David. 3 

i 'T' H E Lord is faithful to thofe that 
* love him in Truth, to thofe that 
undergo his Corre£fion, that' walk in the 
Righteoufnefs 6f his Commandments, iri 
the Law ; as he hath enjoined us, for our 
Life. 

i The Holy of the Lord fhall live in him 
for ever : the Holy are the Paradife of the* 
Lord, Trees of Life [to him.'] 

I Their Plantation is rooted faft for ever t 
k fhall not be plucked up all the Days. For 

Jfraet 
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Ifrdel is the Portion and the Inheritance of 
God. 

4 The Sinners and the Tranfgreflbrs are 
not fo: who have loved the Days of the 
Participation of their Sin, in the fmallnefs 
of their Putrefaction, in their Luflr. 

% And they have not remembred God, 
that the Ways of Men are ever known be¬ 
fore him ; and that he underftands the Se¬ 
crets of the Heart before they exift 

6 Wherefore this is their Inheritance, 
Hell, and Darkneis, and DeftruCtion : and 
they {hall not be found in the Day of the 
Mercy of the Righteous. 

o But the Holy of the Lord £hatt inherit 
Life, in Ghdnefs. 




A Pfalm of Solomon ; with the Ode. fTO 
the fame Purpofe .3 

i WJ Hen I Was in Tribulation, I 
V V called upon the Name of the Lord 
for help: I hoped in the God of Jacob, 
and was delivered. 

2 For thou, 6 God, art the Hope and 
the Refuge of the Poor. 

_ 3 For who is able, 0 God, to negleCt 
giving Praife to thee in Truth ? 

4 For to what Purpofe have we Ability, 
but that we may give Thanks- to thy Name? 

* With 
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5 With a Pfalmand Praifc ; with an Ode 
in Gladnefs of Heart, the Fruit of our Lips, 
In the prepared Inftrument of the Tongue, 
the firft Fruits of our lips, from an Holy 
and Righteous Heart. 

6 He that doth thefe Things lhall not 
bemoved for ever by Evil for, the EvH One ;} 
the Flame of Fife^ and die Wrath of the 
Wicked lhall hot touch him. 

7 Wbenfoever it lhall come upon die Sin¬ 
ners, from the Face of the Lord, to deftroy 
all the Confidence of Sinners.' 

8 For the Mark of God lhall be upon the 
EieLix.^. Righteous, for Salvation. Famine, and 

the Sword, and Death fhall befar from the 
Righteous. . , 

9 For they lhall fly from the Holy, as’ 
when a Famine follows : It lhall follow af¬ 
ter Sinners^ and lhall lay hold on them; and 
thole that do Iniquity lhall not efcape the 
Judgment of the Lord ; they lhall be laid 
hold oh as by skilful Warriors.- 

10 For the Mark of Deftru&ion lhall be 
upon their Fore-head. 

11 And the Inheritance of the Sinners 
lhall be Deftru&ion, and Darknels; and 
their Iniquities lhall follow after them unto 

- Hell beneath. . 

12 Their Inheritance lhall not be found a- 

mong their Children. , 

. ;i i For their Iniquities lhall He make the 
Houfes of the Sinners defolate ; and die 

Sinners' 
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Sinners iEafll perifh in the day of the Judg¬ 
ment of the Lord for ever. 

14 When the Lord fhall vifit the Earth 
with his judgment, to make retribution to 
Sinners for ever and ever. 

15 But thole that fear the Lord fhall be 
treated mercifully therein^ and fhall live by 
the Mercy of their God. 

XVL 

f A Pfsim of Solomon, For AJfiftbncc. [A 
Prayer againft defpondency *, and for the 
divine Aid under his troubles.] 

1 ‘IT 7 ’MEN my Soul flumbered from the 
” Lord, I had almoft fallen by the 
Cppreflion of deep. 

2 When I was far from God, my Sold 
had almoft come unto Death, near to the 
gates of Hell, With the Sinner; 

\ When my Soul departed from the Lord 
God of Ifrael : irnlefs the Lord had helped 
me by his Mercy for ever, 
i 4 He pricked rile as with the four of an 
t Horle, to' make me watchful with him : my 
Saviour and Defender laved me at all times; 

$ l will give thee thanks, 0 God, that 
thou haft received me to Salvation - and 
thou haft not reckoned me among the Sim 
ners unto Deftruftion. 

L 6 th 
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6 ' Do not thou remove thy Mercy from 
me, O God • nor thy remembrance from 
toy Heart until Death. 

< 7 Preferve me, GGod, from wicked Sin, 
and from every wicked Womans that lays 
a fturobKng Block before the unwife. [As 
fetch Wotom did to Kjvg Solomon.^ „ 

8 And let not the beauty of a. wicked 
Woman deceive me; and of every one that 
is fubjeft from [to\ unprofitable Sin. 

9 Direft the Works of mine Hands in. 
thy place: and keep my goings in thy me¬ 
mory. 

10 Prate& my Tongue ape! m y tip 8 i* 
the words of truth: put far from me an¬ 
ger mid wrath, that is uureafonabta 

11 Remove far from me murmuring and 
pufillanimity. If I {hall Sin, and thou cha- 
ftile me, let it be for my converfion. 

i? Strengthen my Soul out of good wiQ, 
with gladnels : when thou fupporteft my 
§oul, let that benefit fetisfy me. 

1 1 For unlefe thou fupport th^m, who 
can abide chaftifement, in poverty ? 

14 When the Soul is chaftiied by the 
means of her putrid Body. |t? ljsthy trial ip 
hisTlefh, and in the afBi&ipnj of poverty. 

i(5 Whei^the juft- endures.' [feh things^ 
He fhall therein he dealt gracioufly with by 
the Lord, - 

XVIh A 
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XVII. 

A Pfalm of Solomon : [confeffing the Peoples 
1 own S ins^ and demountingfudgments on theit 
Opprejfors ; with anOde to the King [Melt 
fian: when he finally reftores,and protefts, 
and governs, and purifies the People of 
Ifrael .} 

n . , - 

t Lord, thou art thy felf our King 
V^/ for ever and ever : for in thee, O 
God, fhall our Soul rejoice. 

2 For what is the time of the Life of a 
Man upon the Earth ? As is his time, fo is 
his hope upon him. 

f But we will hope in God our Saviour 
for the power of our God will be for ever, 
With Mercy. 

4 And the Kingdom of our God will be 
for ever upon the Gentiles, in Judgment. 

4 Thou, O Lord, didft choofe David to 
be King over Ifrael ; and thou didft fware 
Co him concerning his Seed for ever, that 
his Kingdom flibuld hot fail before thee. 

' 6 And Sinners haye rifen up again us irt’ 
our Sins ; ' they have fallen upon us, and 
have thruift us out; they, to whom thou 
madeft no prbmifes, have, taken us away by 

force, , * ~ . 

■ (■ , . *- - 

L 2 • i And 
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7 And they have not glorified thy ho¬ 
nourable Name : Inglory have they put on 
a diadem for their exaltation. 

8. They have made the throne of David 
defolate by proud Ihoutings: and thou, O 
God, wilt caft them down, and wilt take 
their Seed out of the Land. 

9 When a Manof another ftock (hall rife 
up againft them. 

10 According to their wickednefs, O 
God, wilt thou repay them. Let them 
find according to their works. 

i i God will grind them for, have mercy 
on them] according to their works. He 
hath (ought out their Seed, and hath not let 
them go. 

12 The Lord is faithful in all his judg¬ 
ments, which he does upon the Earth. 

igA Wind hath made our Land deiolate 
of her Inhabitants: they have deftroyed the 
Young, and the Old, and their Children to¬ 
gether. 

14 In the wrath of his Excellency hath 
B. 50. he fent them unto the [unto Egypt,] 

a nd the Rulers of the Land to be a reproach; 
and hath not fpared. 

1 5 The Enemy hath done proudly in Lis 
alienation : and his Heart is alien from our 
God. * 

16 As are all the things {hat he hath 
done in Jerafalem ; [and] as do the Gentiles 
in the [other] Cities to their Gods, 

17 And 
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»7 And the Children of die league have 
prevailed over them, in the midft of the 
mingled Nations. There was not among 
diem in . the midft of Jerttfalem that did 
Mercy and Truth. 

18 They that loved the Synagogues of the 
holy fled from them : they flew away, as 
Swallows from their neft. 

* 19 They wefe ftrickeh [or, wandered] in 
the deferts. to fave their Souls from evil. 
And a Soul that is laved from them is a thing 
honourable in the Eyes of the neighbour¬ 
hood. 

20 They have been difperfed by the un¬ 
godly into all the Earth: when [or, for] the 
Heaven reftrained it feif from fending Rain 
upon the Earthi 

21 The eternalFoundatibn, derived from 
the great deep, has been reftrained *, becaufe 
there was none therein that did Righteouf- * 
nels and Judgment:from their Euler', unto 
thole that are leaft, they are in all Sin. 

22 The King was in tranfgreflion ; and 
the Judge was in error, and the People in. 
fin. 

2? Behold, OLord, andraifeup to diem 
their King, the Son of David , againft the 
fealon which thou O God feeft: to make him 
reign over Ifrael, thy Servant : 

24 And gird him with power to beat 
down unrighteous Rulers. 

I j 25 Cleanfe 
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25 Cleanfe Jerufalem from die Gentiles, 
who tread it down.tp deftrufltion, by /SViu 
dom and Rightepufnelsi 

26 Drive away r 3inpprs from 

tance: break to pfefces the wjdj of Sinners^ 
as potters veffels fcarg hfpkettl ,Wt$hpo4 of 
Irqn : break to pijbces afl their^coi^idenee* , 

27 Deftroy thou the Gentpe^ .which are; 

tranfgrdTors, by the 1 word pf, hh.^opth* 
by his ^hreateni^ drive away .tfteGentilefc 
from his face, and, reprove Outers: bythe 
word,of th,eic Hqwt,,, .j 

28 And He Ihall gather the holy Peoplet 



Tf. ci. 


lyPeopiebK,ti;Xor 3 V«jG'o 4 :V , ; , ;; 
29 And He fhall not fufFer uq^hteomhefs, 


to abide in the^d^of.4befh.:.-and{iyt) Man 
tijat j§*jcojafciqys jqf, . wifhednefe fhaU dwell, 
with then?* 


•V*—•W'vt i; J J1 V 1- .jrv.fi* vuiu Jf J-yj’.i 

3 P For lie, will JcppW; them that mey^e 

all the.Childrenjpf G®d lie Will glacq 
Ewt.xivii.thepi by meaiure .in their. ,Tr^ps ppon the 

xlviii - i .v " '.di 

$ i And the itranger and foreigner Ihati 
pot dwell witfytheinany longer, jjjfe ihall 
Judge the Gentiles,arid theFgopleia the wif* 
dom of his righteonfiWs.. -,. ■. - ,•., ; ;. ; 

?2 And lie ihallhaveFeoplepf the |iea T 
then to ferye hipt,, under hit. tobe: and He 
Ihall glorify thim hy afighaVover 
Farth. 

• - ?? 4ncl 
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33 And He (hall deanfe Jerufslem by 
fan&ification, as it was at the beginning.. ■: 

34 That the Gentiles may come from 
the end of thfe Earth to fee his glory; 
bringing as pirefents her infirm Children. / 

35 And to fee the glory of the Lord lxvl * 
wherewith God hath glorified her. And 

He is the righteous King, taught of God 
for them. 1 j 

3d And there fhall be no injuftice in His 
days in the midi); of them ; becaufb they 
fhall be holy, and Chrift the Lord fhafl LucSul1 
-be their King. ‘ ; 

37 For He fhall not truft upon the Horfe 
and his rider, and the bow :i' nor ihalf he 
multiply to himfelf gold and filver fiarjwar : Deufxvii 
and he fhall not gather multitudes together, t 6, i j. 
as his hope, againft the day; of battel. v . 

38 The Lord is himfHfhis King.: the 
hope of the mighty one-is - in the hope of. 

God. And he will grind all the Gentiles 
before him in fear. ; 'A 

39 Foe He will finite the Earth with the ;/.x4. 

word of his Mouth for 5 ever. • ! - 

40 He will blefc the People of the Lord 
in wifdom, with gladnefs. e 

41 And He is hirafdf pure .feom Sin ; 
that He may rule over a great People • and 
reprove rulers; and cake away Sinners, by 
the power of His word. 

42 And He fhall not be weak in his days, 

[wfanfie tr«(leth~\ upon HisGod; beeaufeGod 

^ L 4 hath 
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hath made FJira potent by his Holy Spirit; 
rf. xit. anc } w ife in the counfel oi prudence; with 
power and righteoufnefs. , 

43 And the blefling of the Lordfhall be 
with Him, with power, and H? {ball not be 
weak. 

44 His hope fhall be upon the Lord : 
and who fhall be able to oppofe Him? pow¬ 
erful in His deeds ; and ftrong in the fear 
of God. 

if. xl. ii. 4<; feeding the flock of the Lord in faith 
and righteouinefs: and he will not fuflfer 
any among them to be infirm in their pat 
ture. • 

46 He fhall lead them in allholinefs: and 
thcrefhall not be among them any pride of 
domineering over them. 

47 This is the Excellency of the King of 
Ifrael, which God hath determined to raife 
,up over the Houfe of Ifrael , to inftruft 
them. , ■ 

48 His words are tried in the Fire, above 
the moft precious arid principal Gold. He 
will diftinguifb between the People, the 
Tribes of the fan&ified. 

49 His words are like the words of the 
holy ones, in the midfl: of the fanttificd 
People. 

50 Blefled are thofc that fhall live in 

thofe days, to fee the good things of Ifrael 
which, God will perform in the gathering 
together of their Tribes. ' ' 

' f ’ Hay 
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51 May God haften upon Jfrael his Mer¬ 
cy. He limit deliver us from, the impurity 
pf our profane Enemies. God himfelt ihau 
be our King for ever and ever. 

XVIII. 

A-Pfalm of Solomon, Of Chrijl the Lord. 
[Belonging to the Jews final Reftoration.] 

i Lord, Thy Mercy is upon the 

works of thine Hands for ever.' 

2 Thy kindnefs is with a: rich gift upon 
Jfrael. Thine Eyes have refpe& /unto 
them; and none of them fhall be deficient. 

j Thine Ears will,hearken to the prayer 
of the poor, with hope. Thy Judgments 
will be upon all the Land, with mercy. 

4 And thy Love will be upon the Seed of 
Abraham , and the Children of Jfrael. Thy 
Chaftifement will be upon me, as upon a _ • 
nrft-born, and an holy Son. 

5 To turn an obedient Soul from Sin; in 

ignorance. - • - : 

6 May God purify Jfrael againft theday , 
of mercy, by his bleffing ; againft the day 
of their election in the Kingdom of his 1 
Chrift. 

7 BlefTed are thofe that Ihall live in thofe xvit. jo. 
days, to fee the good things of the Lord , tuku 
which he will do in the Generation to come; 

j the age of the Meffiah. } 

$ Under 
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S Ujoder thfe rod of cotre&ionof Chrift 
xm $«. the Lord; io the fear of his God ; in the 
r>Mi ' mfdom ®f hfe Spirit, and of righteoufnefs, 
and of power. i ... 

9 To direft a Man in the works of righ- 
teoufnefs, by the.fear of God: to dilpofe 
them all in the fear of the Lord. 

id To be a good Generation in the fear 
of God, in the days of mercy. 

11 Great is our God, and gloriousj ijj, 
habiting in the higheft: 

1.2 Who hath otdained by his potyerthe 
luminaries for the feafons of times, [pir hours 
fipm days to days: and they have not gone 
affray from the path which Thou haft eom- 
. mantled them. > . 1 

i ? Their Way hath been ip the fear of 
God every day, from the day that God creat¬ 
ed them, and .from the beginning of the 
World. 

~ :i4 And they have not wandered from 
the day that He created theta: they have 
not: farfeben! their way* from ancient Ge¬ 
nerations : unlefs it were when God enjoin- 
yv.x.ia. theta * 4 *,] by the : command of his 
it ' Servants. 

%Ki?Jg*XX* t _. • : 4 

8 — ii. Tfe xvni pf a i ms 0 f Solomon have loooLmes, 

•' • ; ■ • ' I ‘ :•» i • '! "* . i *•’*■ 

Th<e End \ by God’s Eermfliovt, 
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B. faQqntjut has thftfe ”W<Mrd<f; f Thatrfcbefir Epit. 
f Things fhould fb coip€ .to.\pA&* : the Pro^htiti Chap, 

* had formerly predidted* oft ttiiwrittfem thftk 

* in Solomon , Tne Womb of a Virgin was im- 

* pregnated, and received Seed, and became with 

* Child 5 and a Virgin was made a Mother, in 
‘ much Mercy’. This Dr. Davies informs us is 
thus cited, in many of the MSS. * Solomon 

* fays thus in his XIXth Pfalm, or Ode’. And 
fince the Stichometria of Nicepborvs reckons the 
Pfalms of Solomon to be larger than our XVIII. 

And fince the XIXth might well be upon the 
fame Subject with our XVlIth and XVIIIth, 
which are in part concerning the Mefliah, it 
feems to me not improbable, that anciently 
there were more of them than are now extant; 
and that this Hrophecy, here cited hj'LaSan- 
tiwj, ;might be really taken from the XIXth 
Vfalfk of Solomon. The fame LaSantius has this 
other remarkable paflage j- ‘Thefe Judgments, 

* by VefyaftAk,' caihe upon account of the Jews Cha f' x yl 

* crucifixion of Chrift: as Gqd in their own 

* Scriptures bears, witnefs, te, Salomon, when he 
‘ faidj “ Ifrael {hall be fot Deftrudtion, and a 
f ‘ Reproach of the People ;jand this Houfe fhall 
“ be deftroyed, and every one that fhall pafs by 
** it, fhall wonder, and fhall fay. Wherefore 

has God brought thefe Miferies upon this Land, 

“ and this Houfe? And they fhall fay, Be- 
“ caufe they have forfaken the Lord their God, 

“ and have perfecuted their King, who was moft 
“ beloved of God •, and have crucified him in 
“ great Deprefiion •, Therefore hath God brought 
“otllelfe(Evils upon them”. ThisPafiage feems 

not 
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not to belong to theie Malms of Solotitoq. Jut 
whether it belong to lome other loft Book or 
Claufe of this Solomon, or of Solomon the Son of 
David, I do not know; 



V DIS* 
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DISSERTATION,* 

TO PROVE, 

That thefe Pfalms of S i gm o n are genuine t 
and belong to that Solomonlwfo restored the 
JemfbWorfbip , and repaired Uerufalem. ■die r „ 
the Perfian Captivity : about the $6th Tear 
of Artaxerxes Mnemon, 

Q INCE Have already proved tbeBook cfO&m to 
^jbe genuine,andto belong totbeDaysof toePerfiaus, 
it trill be ft nm to produce the Information, we have 
therein given vs, concerning a Solomon different 
from the Son of David j who bat hitherto been un¬ 
known to and negleQed by all the modem Criticks. ^ X{ 
Efdras’j Words are thefe •, After thirty Years, 45.4$. 
wherein the affiiSed Woman had been'Barren, in the 
Vifon : or after the thirty Years, wherein there 
was no offering made at Sion or Jerufalem, in the 

Explication \ Solomon builded the City, and offer- _ 

edOfferings. Which Name 0/Solomon is inhotb 
the Copies : and who, at I have already obferved, 
mvfi be the Author of thefe Plaints of Solomon : as pag. 56. 
the following Arguments will prove. f 

(l.) There is no Evidence that this Solomon 
ever pretended to be the Son of David, or to be 
that Solomon who is fo famous in all Antiquity: 
and when He is here mentioned by Efdras, it is with¬ 
out 
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out the leaft Intimation of any fuch thing. Thus 
UHheOJtho thefe JPjfchns of Solawn iptro- 

dii^tTielCiT&wri'pVomift of Gdd made to David, 
and the Oath he had fworn to him, to prefeiVe the 
Kingdom over Ifrael to hitSeed for ever , he gives 
us not the leaft Sign that this David was 6 m Father: 
asthe ftrft ^oJomfM pfed to dp perpetually. Bf- 
ndes, The’Reftc^raflon of the JeWim Worfhip here, 
is after 30 Tears Qmi^pn, Qppreflion and Difo- 
lation 5 as are thePfalms ofSolom'ori all fitted to fuch 
a time of Omiffipn, Oppreffion and Defoliation: 
which no way a fuit theT)ays o£&afo»i«wf, theSon 
oi Davii *hut ejE^y t\» Dfcysof this Sdmon 
£e%e,us.; , s . 

. {&) That thefe Pfahjo? dp npt belong tp the 
Babylonian Captivity, by Ntbuchadne%x0r % but 
this Perjjiyt CaptudtyjQt Jxtmtrxex. Mntrnn to' 
Babylon, which was then under his Empire, is 
evident ly the particular Vices and Crimes of the 
Jews which are therein bewailed, as the C*ufe* of 
the prefect Judgments of God upo* them .Now 
the old and hereditary Wickednefs of the Jews 5 
I mean Idolatry, for which all Godh former Judg¬ 
ments, and particularly the Ajfyrian and former 
Babylonian Captivities were principally infii&ed, 
is here never once mentioned or complained of at 
all On the contrary, what Inftances are here menti¬ 
oned and complained of, are fuch aslnceft andAdul* 
tery, Profanation of the Temple, and its Sacrifices y 
and Sheding of Blood, and this laft in fuchrCircum- 
ftances as Mankind had riot done before •, which be¬ 
longed to thefe latter times of theftas has beeo 
already taken Notice of under Ejdras theProphet: 
to whofe : Writings I look upon thefe Pfafm as a 
kind of Appendix : and Without whofe mention of 
this Solomon II. we had never perhaps known who 
was the real Author of thefe Pfalms. 

(3.) Three 
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(a.) TheStile and Compofrtion of thefe Pfalms 
is to eiadfly of a piece with the Septuagint 
Verfion of the Pfalms of Demid * as De La Cerda 
frequently obferves in his Notes 5 and as any one 
may eafily obferve upon the Comparifon himfelf* 
that there is no reafon to doubt but they were 
pen’d by the fame divine Affiftance,and tranflated 
by the, fame Septuqgmtlaterpteters with the other: 
nor tvas the oeptwgint Verfion made more than a 
fingle Century after the Pays of their Author 
Solomon. , 

(j\.) The very learned Author of the SjnopJk 
Sacra Scripture, about the Pays of Origen, reck¬ 
ons thefe Pfalms of Solomon among the facred 
Books of the 01 iTej?«ms*t, then Read or Sung in 
the Churches, as we (hall lee anon. Which pub* 
lick Reading or Singingis greatly confirmed, 

(5.) By the place thefe Pfalms had in the famous 
Alexandria* MS. among, or at the End of thofife 
facred Books, Pfalms and Hymns, which uied to bp 
Read or Sung in the Chriftian Churches when that 
MS. was Written : i. e. about the End of the fourth 
Century. For ’tis certain that thefe Pfalms had 
a place in that MS. as its origina l Jnder ftill 
preferv’d, fheWs : altho’ being at the End •of the 
wholeBook, thofe laftLeaves have had the Misfor¬ 
tune to be torn off in length of time, and fo to be 
loft fromit. 

(6.) La Slant his, in the former part of the fourth 
Century, quotes a Paflage or two out of thefe 
Pfalms of Solomon, as out of a Prophetick Book; 
which have already been fet down. 

(7.) The Council of Laodicea, when about A. D. 
364, it took upon it felf to reject all thofe fecred 
Books that were not then in the Canon of the 
Jews, from being after that time Read in the 
Chriftian Churches, as we fhall fee anon, it 

does' 
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does thereby confirm the Fad, [that before 
that Canon was made, they were Read id 
thole * Churches. Now both Z otiaras and Balfa- 
7ttott t the Commentators upon that Canon, agree; 
that this Council had thefe PJalms of Solomon par* 
ticularly, if not principally in their Eye in that 
Prohibition: which their place in that molt ancient 
Church Bible, as I may call the MS. Alex.^ does 
greatly confirm. NoW, 1 am of opinion, that the 
ancienter Reading or >Singing of thefe Pfalms in 
the Chriftian Churches, Defore this Atbamfian 
Council, area greater Argument for their genuine 
Antiquity and Authority ; than this latter Cation, 
which forbids it, is dgatnft them* And, indeed, I 
look upon this Canon, Which firft excluded from 
any Cnriftian Churches, out of Judea, thepublick 
Reading of thofe lacred Books that were not in the 
Jeru[alm,bat were in theAlexandriavCanonjan&er 
the Notion of Books really Uncanonical,- as one of 
the moft pernicious and fatal Innovations that 
ever was: as what was no way within the Jurildi* 
Sion of that or any Council; and as What made 
way for the abfolute Lofs of fevefal of thofe lacred 
Books, and brought luch of them as haVe been 
preferv’d under a kind of 0 dim, among the A- 
thandfian , that is almoft all the Chriftian World 
afterwards: to the no fmali Triumph of their Ene¬ 
mies, the unbelieving Jews ; and the no finall 
Damage of our common Chriftianity. 

(8.J Nicepborus Patriarch of Conjhtntiriople, a- 
bout the beginingof the ninth Century, without 
regarding what thatCouncil had done, lull reckons 
thefe Pfalms of Solomon in his Stichometria in the 
Rank of facred Books , Read or Sung in the 
Churches; as we lhall loon fee; which the Author 
of the Sjnopft Sacr « Scriptnra had done long 
before hihiv, 

(9.) Another 
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( 9.) Another unknown Authojr of fuch a Sticho- 
metria, or Index of the Sacred Books of the Old 
Tejlamejit, without a date, publilhed by Coteleriusi 
to be fet down hereafter: tho’ he feems to have 
paid fuch a regard to the Council of Laodictai 
Canon, as to exclude thefe Pfalms from their 
old place among the facred Books read in Churches, 
yet {till does he enumerates it among the facred 
Books called Apocrypha: which, as we have al¬ 
ready feen, was not originally a Name of Re* 
pfoach* but of Honour. 

N. S, Thefe Pfalms were fometime ago pub- 
lifhed by the learned De la Cerda from a veiy an¬ 
cient ildS. at Strasburg whence Dr. Grabe and Cod. 
Fabricius took them: and from which Copy (as the Tftudepig. 
only one yet publilhed or collated) my prefent V‘ftAefi. 
Englijh Tranflationmufl:ofneceflity be taken. 

N. B. The Reader mufl: not be furpiz’d, that y 
He finds an CLIft Pftlmof David here prefixed, 
to this Edition of the Pfalms of Solomon II. fince See Fabric. 
that Pfalm is ftill common in the Septuagint Edi- fr Por¬ 
tions of the Greek Bibles, even , in the Roman, 911 ' 
aadAlexandrian is mentioned in the Synopjit Sacra 
Scriptura * is frequently tranflated, and paraphras’d 
, by theAncients 5 and is not, that I can difcern,lia¬ 
ble to anyConfiderableSufpicion of Falfification. 

Nor can I at all guefs at the reafbn Why the He¬ 
brew Copies do all omit it. ’Tis true, the 85th 
Canon of the ApoJIles, in all our prefent Copies, 
recommends no more than 150 Pfalms : which 
Reading, if genuine, fhews the 151ft: was , 
not known, or at leaft not owned for genuine, t 
when and where this Canon was made. So I mufl: 
xeave^ this Pfalm doubtful, tillfome other Copies 
bt Evidence appears about it. 
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THE 


third book 

O F 

MA C CA BE ES, 

In English. 

CHAP. I. 

Ant.Mr. i TW TOW when Pbihpator underftood 
cbrip.in. by thofe that returned back, that 

^ Antmbus tad taken away thofe 
places that had been under His dominion, 
He gave orders to ail his forces, both foot 
andliorfe, to march. 

2 And taking with him his Sifter Arfmoe , 

he proceeded as far as the places about Ro-' 
pbia r where Jmiochtn\ army had pitched 
then-camp. t 

3 But one Thviotas , intending to corn- 
pleat a treacherous defign he had to betray 
him, took the heft arms that Ptolemj had 
had before entrufted to him, and approach¬ 
ed by night to Ptolemf s Tent, as intending 
himielf alone to kill him ; and thereby to 
put an end to the war. 

4 But 
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4 But Dojitheus, the Son of Drimylus , a 
Jew by birth ; but one that afterward de- 
ferted his Religion, and reje&ed the Ordi¬ 
nances of his fore-fathers, caufed a certain 
obfcure perfon to lodge there, in his ftead ; 
who accordingly received that punilhment 
that was intended for the other. 

$ When the hattle was join’d, and was 
become hot, and fuccefs feemed ready to fa¬ 
vour/or , Arfinoe went earneftly up and 
down among the troops, and exhorted them 
with lamentation, and tears, and her hair 
in diforder, to fight manfully for themfelves, 
for their children and wives; with a pro¬ 
mile to give them every one, if they con¬ 
quered^ a reward of two pounds of Gold. 

• 6 By which means it came to pafs, that 
their enemies were deftroyed in the battle, 
and many of them taken prifoners alfo. 

7 He therefore having efcaped this trea¬ 
chery, determined to go apd encourage the 
neighbouring Cities: by doing which, and 
By making prefents to their Temples, he 
made his lubje&s eafy and couragious. 

8 And when the Jews had fent to him 
feme of their Senate and Elders to falute 
him •, who brought with them prefents, and 
congratulated him upon what had paft ; it 
happened that he took a father relolution 
to take a journey to them very l'uddenly. 

9 No,v when he was come to JerufalerH, 
He offered a Sacrifice, to the Moft High God, 

. M2 and 


k 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



( i^4 > 

and.made them prefents, and did what was 
fit in that place. Moreover, when He was 
upon the place. He was aftonilhed at the 
diligence and decency there obferv’d; 

10 And wondering at the good order a- 
bout the Temple, He intended to contrive 
things fo, that He might enter into the palce 
itfetf. 

11 And when they faid, that this could 
not be done, becaufe it was not lawful for 
even perfons of their own nation, to enter 
into that place ; no, not For all the Priefts 
themlelves ; but only for the fuperior of 
them all, the High-Prieft; and even for 
him but once in a Year, He would by no 
means be difluaded. 

12 And defpifing the Law, He would 
by no means leave off his progrefs ; but 
faid, He muft go in and tho’ others were 
depriv'd of that honour, He would not be 
fo deprived. 

i $ He asked alfo this queftion, why 
none of thofe that attended any other Tem¬ 
ples hind red him from entring into them ? 

14 And when a certain perfon imprudent¬ 
ly faid, that This was an Omen forboding 
evil, 

15 He anfwered, Now I have gone fo far, 
'why may I not go farther,, whether you 
will or no ? 

1 6 Now the Priefts fell down in their 
holy garments-, and prayed the Moft High 

- ^- - - ' God 
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God to a (Tift diem in this great difltefs; and 
divert the violence of him that made this 
wicked attempt upon them. And they filled 
the Temple with clamour and teats. 

17 And they that were left in the City 
were troubled, and came running, as think¬ 
ing the thing to be without example. 

18 The Virgins alio, that were Ihut up 
in private chambers, with their mothers, 
rufhed out 5 and fprinkling a flits and dull 
upon their heads, filled the ftreets with 
groans and lamentations. 

19 And thofe that were lately adorn’d 
with their wedding garments, leaving their 
marriage chambers, and that decent mo- 
defty to them belonging, ran about the 
City in great diforder. 

20 The young Children alfo,- and their 
mothers and nurfes with them, delating 
their charge, ran fome one way, fome ano¬ 
ther ; fome by the houfes, and iome by the 
other ways, and went in troops together 
undauntedly to the moft glorious Temple. 

21 Aud the Prayer of the whole com¬ 
pany was various, upon account of this urn- 
hallowed Attempt. 

22 And befiaes thefe, there were the 
holder Citizens, who would not bear what 
He was doing, and what He was refolv’d 
to go through with ; 

23 Qrying out, that They mull Arm 
themfelves fpr this onfet • and couragipufly 

M ‘2 Di# 
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Die for the Law of their fathers : and there* 
by occafion’d much difficulty in the place. 
And thefe were hardly difluaded by the Se¬ 
niors and Elders; though at laft they alfo 
retir’d to the fame ftation of Prayer. 

24 As for the multitude, they continued 
as before, in the fame manner, praying. 

25 While the Elders that were about the 
King, tried many ways to divert his proud 
mind from.his intended purpofe, 

26 But He, in an haughty manner,, and 
difdaining all their perfuafions, attempted 
to break in upon them ; as refolving to 
bring his declared defign to pafs. 

27 Which, when his Attendants perceiv¬ 
ed, they were averfe ; elpecially when they 
faw our people calling upon Him, who had 
all power to give amftance in the prefent 
diftrefs; and who did not over-look this 
unlawful and proud behaviour. 

28 Now from the reiterated and labori¬ 
ous clamour of the multitude, united toge¬ 
ther, there was a fort of infufferable Cry. 

29 For one could hardly fuppofe any o- 
ther, than, that not the men only, but the 
very walls, and the ground echo’d again ; 
as if the whole multitude at that time chole 
to die, rather than that place fhould be pro* 
faned 
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Chap. II. 

i T 1 UT then, the High-Prieft Sinton^ 

fj bending his knees before the holy 
Place, and fpreading out his hands decently. 
He made the following Prayer ; 

2 O Lord, O Lord, the King of Hea¬ 
ven, and Governor of all the Creation j 
who art the Holy One among Holy Beings; 
the only 'Governor, the Almighty Lord ; 
give ear unto us who are afflicted by this 
unholy and profane man, puffed up with 
infolence and ftrength. 

3 For thou art He who haft Created all 
things, and ruleft all things. Thou art the 
righteous Governor, andjudgeft thofe that 
aft any thing in an injurious and haughty 
Manner, 

4 Thou deftroyedft the old Sinners ; a- 
mong whom were the Giants, who trufted 
to their ftrength and courage, by bringing 
upon them an immenfe maw of water: 

5 Thou burnedft up the proud Sodomites 
with fire and brimftone, who were infamous 
for thtir wicked works ; and madeft them 
an example to thofe that come afterward. 

6 Thou fhewedft thy dominion by try¬ 
ing the vaunting bold Pharaoh , who had en- 
flav’d thy hojy People Jfrael , with various 
kinds of punilhments, whereby thou madeft 
known thy ftrength, 

M 4 7 And 
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7 And drowned!! Him in the depth of 
the Sea, when he purfued them with his 
Chariots, and the multitude of his troops ; 
and prefervedft thofe unhurt that trailed oh 
Thee, that art Lord of the whole Creation, 

8 Who when they had experienced the 
works of thy hands, Praifed thee, the Al- 
inighty Lora. 

9 Thou, 0 King, when thou hadil creat¬ 
ed the boundiefs and immenfe Earth, choleft 
this City, and fan&ifiedft this place, for a 
Name to Thee, who ftaijdeft in need of , 
nothing; and haft glorified it by thy •mag¬ 
nificent prefenge, and fortified it for the 
glory of thy great and honourable Name. 

jo Moreover, out of love to the houle 
of Ifrasl, thou promiledft, that if we Ihould 
fall off from Thee, and diftrefs Ihould over¬ 
take us, and we Ihould come to this place, 
and pray, thou wouldft hear our lupplica- | 
tion : 

11 For thou art faithful and true. 

12 And, becaufe, when our Fathers were 
frequenly in affli6Uon, thou afforded!! them 
afliftarice in their low eftate, and delivereft 
them out of great dangers: 

13 Lb, We are now affli&ed, O holy 
King, on account of our many and great 
Sins: we are alfo fiibjeQ: to our enemies, 
and are given up to our infirmities. 

14 Now, in our fall, this infolent and 

profane Man endeavours to dilhonour this 
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holy Place, that is fet apart for the Name of 
thy glory. 

15 Thy Habitation indeed, The Heaven 
of Heaven, is unapproachable by men. 

1 6 But becaufe thou haft been pleas’d to 
place thy glory among thy People Ifrael, 
thou halt fan&ified this place. 

17 Do not thou take vengeance on us 
’ by the pollution of theie men ; neither do 

thou punilh us by their profanation ; that 
the TranfgrelFbrs ipay not glory in their 
fury, nor rejoice in the pride of their tongue, 
faying, 

18 We have troden down the Houle of 
lan&ification, as the houfes of abomination 
are troden down. 

j 19 Blot out our fins ; and Icatter our er¬ 
rors ; and fend the light of thy mercy up¬ 
on us at this hour. 

20 Let thy mercies prevent us quickly ; 
and put praifes into the mouth of us that 
are rallen down, and become contrite in our 
Souls, and give us peace. • 

21 Here it was that the All-feeing God, 
who is before all things, Holy among his 
Holy ones. Heard our righteous fupplicati- 
on, and pnafttfed him that was greatly ex¬ 
alted with injuftice and infolence. 

22 Shaking him this way, and that way, 
as .a reed is ihaken with the wind, lb that 
He lay upon the floor, without motion; 
with his joints loofened j without being 

able 
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able to Ipeak; as fmitten with a juft judg¬ 
ment. 

2} Whereupon His Friends and his Guards, 
when they faw that quick and fudden punifti- 
ment that had overtaken him ; being alfo 
afraid left he fhould die ; in terrible 
fear, they fuddenly drew him out of the 
« Place. 

24 But when after fome time he had re¬ 
covered himfelf, his punifhment did not 
bring him to repentance ; but he went a- 
way, leaving bitter threatenings behind 
him. 

2 <{ So that w hen He came into Egypt, He 
both grew worfe in wickednefs ; and upon 
converfing With his drunken Companions 
and fuch friends as were eftranged from all 
> that was good; of whom we have fpoken 
already, 

26 He not only was infatiable in innu¬ 
merable inftances of debauchery, but pro¬ 
ceeded farther to that degree of infolence, 
that he raifed reproaches up and down a- 
gainft us j and that many of his friends, 
attending to the King’s purpofe, did tkem- 
lelves alio follow his will. 

Am. jEr. 27 Now he propofed to promulgate a 
cbriji,ii 6 Decree againft our nation; and railing a 
Pillar at the door of his Court, He put' this 
Tnfcription upon it; 

28 That none who do not Sacrifice to v 
our Gods fttall enter here. And that all 
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the'Jews fhall be obliged to come to have 
their names regiftred, and to be Teized upon 
by force, and put to death. 

29 That thofe alfo that are regiftred fhall 
have a Mark imprinted by fire upon their 
body, viz., an Ivy-leaf, the Signature of 
'Bacchus : and that thofe thus marked, fhall 
be fet apart from the Slaves, and ferve the 
King in that condition. 

50 But that lie might not appear an ene¬ 
my to them all. He wrote underneath thus; 
That if any of them chofe to be initiated 
into our myfteries, and to live accordingly, 
they fhall' have equal privileges with the 
Citizens of Alexandria, 

31 And, indeed, a few of thofe that 
lived in the City, whofe minds were not 
firm, but who had regard to the honour of 
Citizens, and of its religion, eaflly refign’d 
themfelves up thereto: as expecting to be 
partakers of great glory, by being of the 
lame way of worfhip \yith the' King. 

32 But the grcateft part perfever’d, and 
did not depart from their religion j and re¬ 
deeming their lives with money, did fear- 
lefsly endeavour to efcape the Regiftring 
themfelves; and ftood in good hope of ob¬ 
taining afliftance. They alfq abhorred thofe 
of their own Nation who had apoftatiz’d ; 
and deemed them the enemies of their na¬ 
tion ; and excluded them from common 
converfation, and the advantages of life. 

Chap. 
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Chap. Ill, 


i TOW affoon as this wicked man was 

J[\| informed of this, He was fo enrag’d, 
as not only to be angry at thole Jews who 
lived at Alexandria , but was very averle to 
thofe alfo that lived in the country: and com. 
manded that they Ihould make hafte and 
gather them all together, and put them to 
death, after the moft cruel manner. 

2 While thefe things were in agitation, 
a finifter report went forth againft our na¬ 
tion, among thofe men who were conlent- 
ing to this wicked projeft, upon the com¬ 
plaint of thole Apoftates, that we forbad 
them to communicate with us in our Ordi¬ 
nances. 

5 But the Jews immutably prelerv’d their 
good will and their fidelity to their Kings; 

4 But as they worlhipped God, and or¬ 
dered their conversion according to his 
Law,They made a reparation in fome points, 
and difagreed to others. On which account 
they appeared odious to fome. 

5 However, by adorning their converla¬ 
tion with the works of the righteous, they 
were approved of all men. 

6 Whereupon thofe foreigners had po re¬ 
gard to that good cpnverlation every wherf 
fo eminent; 
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7 But made a great noife about the fe-» 
paration they made from others in their 
ways ofwormip, and forts of food ; and laid, 
that thefe Men were not fociable, either 
with the King, or with his Armies: but that 
they were troublefome to them, and great¬ 
ly oppofite to the fuccefs of tneir affairs; 
to that they defamed them with great re¬ 
proaches. 

8 But ftill thofe Greeks that were in the 
City, and were not injured by them, ob-* 
fervingthe unexpected difturbance there was 
raifod, and unforefeen concourfes of People 
about thefe Men, were not however able to 
help them. For the Conffitution of the 

•Government was tyrannical Yet they 
ufed exhortations in their favour ; and were 
very forry for them •, and thought this 
would come to nothing: 

9 Since fo vaft a body of Men, that had 
done no harm, could not be fo eafily defc 
pifed. 

i o And befides, certain of their Neigh¬ 
bours, and Friends, and Partners called 
them together privately, and plighted them 
their Faith to protea: them, and to ufe 
their utmoft endeavours for their aflifc 
tance. 

11 But Ptolemy , as then exulting in his 
prefent profperity -,and having no regard to 
the Power of the Moft High God j and in¬ 
tending 
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tending to proceed always in the fame 
conduct; wrote this Epiftle againftthem. 

i 2 King Ptolemy Philop&or to his Com¬ 
manders and Soldiers in Egypt and elfe- 
where ; Joy and Health. 

i$ I am in health myfelf, and our affairs 
are in a profperous condition: 1 

- 14 Since ovtrdaft Expedition into JJta, 
as you your felves know, has, by the unfore* 
feen afTiftance of the Gods to us, and by 
our Qwn fortitude juflly been brought to a 
happy conclufidn, 

• x$ We determined to treat the Na¬ 
tions that inhabit Ctlefyria and Pbtmcia, 
not by force of Arms, but with great kind- 
nds and tendernels, and readily to do them* 
good. 

16 And when we bellowed great reve¬ 
nues on the Temples of the feveral Cities, 
weproceedecl as far as Jerufalem : and went 
up with an intention to honOur the Temple 
of thefe Wretches, who will never leave 
off their madnefs. 

. - 17 Now thofe Men, in word took our 
coming thither kindly ; but in their beha¬ 
viour it was otherwife. - Forwhen we -in¬ 
tended to go into their fioty Place, and 
to honour it with decent and moll noble 
Gifts, '• • 

j 8 They, after their ancient proud man¬ 
ner, prohibited our entrance; tno ? inferior 
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in power to us; on account of that kindnefs 
which we flbew to all mankind : 

19 And made known their ill-will towards 
us; and as being the only nation in the world 
that are inlblent towards Kings, and to¬ 
wards their own Benefa&ors, they will not 
bear what others would take kindly. 

'20 Now we, being moved by the mad- 
nefs of thele men, and being returned home 
with Vi&ory, and come back into Eygft 
with the teftimony of having met all nati¬ 
ons with kindnefs, we have done what was 
fit for us to do. 

21 And in the midft of thefe affairs, we 
have declared our forgivenefs of their nati¬ 
on to all men; and on account of their 
affiftance in war, when we from the begin¬ 
ning innocently intrufted them in innumer¬ 
able affairs, and earneftly endeavoured to 
change them, and were willing to beftow 
upon them the privileges of Citizens of 
Alexandria ; and to make them partakers 
of the eternal facred rites of our religion. 

22 But they, putting a finifter interpre¬ 
tation upon this procedure; and by that 
wicked habit which is connatural to them, 
reje&ing the gOod that was offered them; 
and inclining perpetually to that which is 
evil; 

23 Did not only refute that ineftrmable 
privilege, but abhor’d both publicldy and 
privately thofe few-amongft tfkmfelves who 
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were better difpofed towards us : ever ex* 
peeing that by their infamous courfe of 
procedure, they fhould oblige us to change 
our juft meafures. 

24 Wherefore being well allur’d, bymoft 
certain (tens, that thefe men do every way 
bear us ill-will j and providing againft thefe 
wicked people, left, upon any fudden trou¬ 
ble that may come upon us hereafter* we 
fhould have them as enemies upon our backs* 
In the way of treachery and barbarity y 

2<; We have therefore given Order, that 
afloon as this Epiftle is brought to you, the 
lame hour you leize upon thefe wicked peo¬ 
ple, with their wives, and children, harlhly 
ana roughly; and fend them to us every 
way fecur’d in iron bonds; that they may 
be (lain without mercy, by an ignominious 
death j fuch as is fuitable to thole wretches. 

2 6 For when once all thefe are brought 
to puni ft]meat, we fuppofe, that during the 
reft of our time, Our aflairs will -exa&ly 
proceed with fecurity, and perfect lafety. 

27 But if any body conceals any one of 
the Jews, from the old Man, to the In* 
fant, and the yery Suckling, He, and all 
liis family Ihall be tortured with the fevereft 
tortures. 

28 But if any body is willing to difcover 
any of them, he fhall thereby obtain what 
fubftance that perfon had when he receiv’d 
his punifhment, with 2000 drams of filver 
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alfo out of the royal Treafury. He fhall 
alfo be made free and have a Garland be- ' 
flowed on him. 

29 And every place where a concealed 
Jew fhall be any way caught, let it be made 
unpaffable, and burnt down; and it fhall be 
rendred intirely ufelels for all time to come< 
jo This is a true Copy of that EpilHe. 

Chap. • IV. 

1 T^kTOW wherefoever this Decree hap- 
pened to come, there was an uni- 
verfal feftival of the People among the Hea¬ 
then ; with fhouting and joy : they now 
boldly declaring that hatred which had been 
rooted in their mind of old. 

2 But the Jews had a perpetual lamenta¬ 
tion ; and this moft doleful; with crying 
and tears ; as if their hearts were fet on 
fire on every fide with their groans; which 
bewailed that unexpefted Deftru&ion to 
Which they, were fuddenly doomed. 

J ; What Egyptian Nomos , or City, of 
eed, whkt habitable place, or what ftreets 
were there that were not full of their la¬ 
mentations ? 

4 For they were fent away fo unanimouf- 
ly, and with fiich bitter and mercilefs 
minds, by the Commanders in every City, 
that at their extraordinary punifhment, fome 
of their very enemies,having common pity be- 
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fore their eyes, and fome regard to the un¬ 
certain eataftrophe of human life, wept at 
their moft mife^able exit. 

<j For there was led a multitude of aged 
men, with their hoary heads. Hooping by 
the flownefs of their feet, as is ufual in old 
age, with the violence of a forcible over¬ 
throw, obliged without {any regard, to] fhame 
to walk apace. 

6 Nay, the young Women who had late¬ 
ly entred into the marriage chamber, in or¬ 
der to matrimonial fociety, were made par¬ 
takers of groans inftead ofpleafure ; and 
having dull inftead of ointment on their 
hair, being led along without a covering j 
but with one accord, fang lamentations in¬ 
ftead of wedding fongs } as difordered by 
vexations of aliens: 

7 And were publickly haled along by 
force, till they embarked on Ship-board. 

8 Their husbands alfo. having fetters in¬ 
ftead of garlands about tneir necks, in their 
flourifhing and youthful vigour, inftead of 
feafts and youthful relaxation, led the reft 
of their nuptial days in lamentations, as 
feeing the grave lying before their feet. 

9 They were led like beafts, and dri¬ 
ven by neceffity, as bound with bonds of 
iron. Some of them had their necks nail¬ 
ed to the feats of the Ships ; others had 
their feet made faft with invincible fetters. 

jo And 
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10 And befides all this, the light was 
Ihut out by thick planks above them ; that 
their eyes might be intirely in the dark j 
and they might lead the life of traitors, dur¬ 
ing their intire navigation. 

11 When thefe men therefore were car¬ 
ried thus unto the Port Schedia , and the reft 
of the journey by water was over; the King 
gave order, according • to his former De¬ 
cree, to put them into the Hippodrome ; 
a place vaft in circuit, that was before the 
City ; and very fit to Expofe them to all 
that entred into the City ; or that went 
out thence into the Country ; and that 
they might have no communication with 
his forces j nor might have the favour of 
walls to enclofe them. 

12 But aflbon as this was done, The King, 
hearing that thofe of their nation, that 
liv’d in the City, went out privately and 
frequently to lament that opprobrious nai¬ 
lery of their brethren; 

i 3 Fell into a paflion, and gave com¬ 
mand that they fhould treat thefe exa£Uy 
after the like manner with thofe other ; 
and that they fhould not at all abate of 
the rigor of their punifhment: 

14 And that the whole race fhould be 
enrold by their names ; not now in order 
to force them to that dangerous way of 
worfhip which we fpake of juft now ; but 
in order to have them tortured, in that 
N 2 raifer- 
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miferabfe manner, which the order enjoin¬ 
ed j and at laft to deftray them in one mo¬ 
ment of time. 

15 Now this enrolment was put in prac¬ 
tice with bitter diligence, and zealous at¬ 
tention to it, from Sun riling to Sun fet- 
ting.; lading forty days ; without being 
brought to-a conclufion. 

16 But the King was greatly and contin¬ 
ually filled with joy; ordaining feftival days 
io all his Idols; Prailing fuch Gods, with 
a mind, feduced from the truth, and with a 
profane mouth,, as were deaf, and could not 
lpeak to them, nor a {lift them; and 1 utter¬ 
ing unworthy things concerning the Moll 
High GqcL. 

17 Now after the fore-mentioned fpace 
of time, the ,Scribes addreffod themfelves 

, to the King j and’ ioformed liim, that they 
could no longer make an intfie Enrolment 
of the Jews: becaufe' of their immenfe 
1,coo.ooo number : becaufe a great many were ftilf 
£2* in the country 5 

•f m\o! 18 And many ftill remained at home,; 
in Fiacc. and becaufe thqfe that were upon the place , 
f' 91 u were fo man y, that, the Egyptian Commands 
ers could not manage them;. 

19 And when He threatened them, as 
thofe that had been bribed^ in order to pro¬ 
cure their efcape,, it proved that He was 
fully fatisfied about that matter: when they 
not only laid, but demonflrated it to be fo; by 
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fhewing that both the Paper and Pens which 
they made ufe of failed them. 

21 This was die powerful Operation of 
that invincible Providence, which from 
Heaven came in to the Jews Aftiftance. 

C h a p. V. 

i 'I‘'HEN calling to him Hermo , who 

*■* had the care of the Elephants, as 
full of fierce anger, and intirely unchange¬ 
able in his rage, 

2 He commanded, that againft the next 
day, they Ihould make the Elephants, in 
number 500, drink large quantities of frank- 
incenfe, and a great deal of unmixed wine; 
and when they were become mad with the 
large quantity of this potion, they Ihould 
then introduce them to meet the fate of 
the Jews. 

3 And when He had given this command. 
He returned to his fealting; Inviting tliofe 
of his friends, and of his army, who were 
the greateft enemies to the Jews. 

4 Now the Governor of the Elephants, 
Hermo, exa&ly performed what he was en¬ 
join’d. 

^ And befides, the Servants appointed to 
that bufinefs went out in the evening, and 
bound the hands of the poor wretches; 
and took all other care that was neceffary 
to fecure them: fuppofing that this nation 
N 3 ' was 
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was at once, that very night, to be utterly 
djeftroyed. 

6 Now the Jews, who feemed to the 
Heathen deftitute of all protection, on ac¬ 
count of that fatal necemty which encom- 
pafs’d them ; together with their bonds; 

7 Did all, with an inceifant cry, and with 
tears, call upon the Almighty Lord ; the 
fupreme difpofer of all power ; their mer¬ 
ciful God and Father, by prayer. 

8 To difappoint that unholy decree which 
was made againft them; and to deliver 
them, with a glorious nufnifeftation of him- 
felf from that fatal death, which was juft 
before them, at their feet. 

9 So the fervent fupplication of thefe 
people alcended up to Heaven. 

10 But Her mo having given the mercilefs 
Elephants their potion, and filled them full 
with afufficient quantity of the wine, and of 
the frankincenfe, was ready at the Palace, 
in the Morning, to inform the King there¬ 
of. 

11 But He who beftows what he pleafes 
on all men, had call: a fleep upon the King, 
a thing good in the night, but now lent In 
the day, 

12 And he was detain’d by a moftfweetand 
deep fleep; that he flept, by the procurement 
of the Lord of all things; and was greatly dis¬ 
appointed of his unlawful purpofe; and migh¬ 
tily deceiv’d in his immutable contrivance, 
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13 But the Jews having efcaped the ap¬ 
pointed hour, praifed their holy G.od; and 
prayed again to him, who is eafy to be re¬ 
conciled, that he would fhew the ftrength 
of his powerful hand to the proud Heathen. 

14 And when it was about half way paft 
the ninth hour, He that was to call the 
Guefts, when he law 7 the Guefts in great 
numbers about him, came and jogged him. 

15 And when he had, with difficulty, 
awaked him, he informed him, that the 
time for the feaft was palling on ; and add¬ 
ed a few Words about the other defign. 

16 Which the King reflefting upon, He 
betook himlelf to his feaft; and command¬ 
ed, that the Guefts that were come to the 
feaft fhould fit down over-againft him. 

17 Which being done, *he exhorted them 
to think of nothing but good cheer at pre- 
fent, and to refolve to be very merry ; and 
allot this evening to gladnefs. 

18 But in the progrefs of the mirth, the 
King fent for Hermo , and Asked him, with 
bitter threatening, For what reafon it was 
that the Jews were fuffered to out-live that 
day? 

19 And he informed him, that he had 
compleatly finilhed what he was command¬ 
ed to do, even over night, as the King’s 
friends did alfo bear him witnefs : 

20 Whereupon, with a barbarity worfe 
than that of Phalaris , he faid, Let them 
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thank his fleep that day for the delay: but 

again# the next morning, without any pro- 
craftination, do thou, in like manner, pre¬ 
pare the Elephants for the Deftru&ion of 
jthefe wicked Jews. 

21 Which when the King hadfaid, all 
that were prefent did joyfully, and with 
pleafure commend it. And fo they were 
difmift every one to his own houfe. 

22 Nor did they enjoy tljemfelyes fo well 
that night in fleeping, as in cjevjfjng all forts 
of indignities again# thofe whom they e- 
fteemed poor wretches. 

a 5 Now affoqn as the Cock had crow’d 
in the Morning, and Herrno had armed the 
Elephants in the great Cloyfler; he fet 
them agoing. 

24 And as for the multitude of the peo¬ 
ple in the City, they crowded to fee the mo# 
miferable fpe&acle ; earneftly expecting the 
morning. 

25 But the Jews, as in fufpenfe in their 

minds, till the critical point of time fhould 
come, offered up their Interceffion, with 
abundance of tears, in mournfol ditties, 
with their hands ftretched out towards Hea-: j 

yen ; and prayed to the Moft High God j 

to aflift them again immediately. 

26 But before the rays of the Sun were 
fpread abroad, and while the King waited 
for his friends, Herrno flood ready, and cal¬ 
led upon him to come forth: informing the 
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King that what he had fipmnjaflded wj^ 
ready. 

27 Which when he nnderitpod, and was 
aftoniijhed at that unrealonablp exit, being 
feized with an univerfal $fuppr, he ashed, 
What that matter was which was thus dili¬ 
gently perfected by him ? 

28 Now this was no other than the pQWr 
erful Interpofitjon of that Cfod who governs 
all things, who had made him, in his mind, 
intirely torgetful of what he had before con¬ 
trived. 

29 But Her mo r and all lifs friends, fhpw- 
ed him all, faying to him, O King, The 
Beafts and the Troops are ready according 
to thy own earnpft purpofe. 

go' But He was filled with deep wrath at 
what they faid ; becaufe, bv God’s Provi¬ 
dence, he was derprived pf all his und^v 
(landing and memory, as to [his commands 
about j that matter : and looking upon Her- 
mo r with a threatening Countenance, he faid, 

31 Jf thy parents or grand-children had 
been here, they had dclerved to have been 
a glorious prey for the wild beafts, inftead 
of thefe innocent Jews j who have dp- 
monftrated beyond others an intire and un- 
Ihaken fidelity both to my felf, and tp my 
Anceftors, 

32 And, indeed, were it not for that af¬ 
fection which our education together, and 
the advantage I have received from thee 
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has preferv’d, Thou fhouldft have been put 
to Death for what thou haft done. 

3$ So Hermo underwent an unexpected 
and dangerous threatening ; and was call 
down in his vilage and countenance. 

34 Every one of the King’s friends allb 
went off with a ruful countenance, and dif- 
miffed every one pf thofe that were met to¬ 
gether in the crowd to their own private 
affairs. 

3<; And when the Jews had heard what 
the King had faid, they praifed the glorious 
God, and King of Kings; as having obtain¬ 
ed this afliftance from him. 

36 But the King, after the very fame 
manner, appointed another feaft, and ex¬ 
horted them to turn their mind to mirth. 

37 And calling for Hermo , He laid to 

him, with threatening; Wretch that thou 
art! how often muft I renew my commands 
about thefe People ? * 

38 Arm the Elephants once again, for 
to-morrow; in order to the deftruCtion of 
the Jews. 

39 But the King’s relations wondering 
at his unfettled mind, faid thus ; 

40 O King, How long wilt thou trifle with 
us, as if we were bruit beafts our felves ? 
For thou haft already this third time com¬ 
manded to deftroy thefe men, and then 
afterward repented of what thou hadft done, 
and given contrary orders. 

41 On 
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41 On which account the City is difturb- 
ed in expe&ation, and is full 01 concourfes 
of people, and is many ways in danger of 
being pillaged. 

42 Whereupon the King, exactly like a- 
nother Phalaris , as over-power’d and blind¬ 
ed with abfurd reafonings ; and looking 
upon thofe changes which had been wrought 
in his mind for the deliverance of the Jews 
as nothing; He vehemently fwore a fruitlefs 
Oath, fully determining, that without any 
farther delay he would fend that people into 
the other world ; and have them trampled 
upon by the feet of the wild beafts. 

43 And that He would make war again!! 
Judea, and lay it fuddenly level with the 
ground, by fire and fword ; and would 
quickly deftroy that Holy Place, which He 
was not permitted to enter, with fire ; and 
would render the place of thofe that offer 
the facrifices, as a defert, for all time to 
come. 

44 Then did his friends and kindred go 
away very glad, with affurance of fuccefi; and 
they difpofed of the troops in the moft pro¬ 
per places of the City for fecurity. 

45 But the Governor of the Elephants, 
when he had driven the Beafts, as I may 
fay, into a ftate of madnefs, with potions 
of wine mixed with frankincenfe; they be¬ 
ing in a terrible manner adorn’d with ar¬ 
mor ; 

46 About 
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4 6 About break of day, when the City 
was already full of innumerable multitudes 
over-againft the Hippodrome. He entred 
into the Palace, and excited the King to do 
what he was about. 

47 Now the King’s wicked mind, full 
of fierce anger, rufhed out with all his at¬ 
tendance, and with the Beafts; relblving 
to fee, with a mercilefs heart, and with 
his own dear eyes, the affli&ive and mifer- 
able deftru&ion of thofe Jews before-men¬ 
tioned. 

48 But aflbon as the Jews faw the dull 
of the Elephants, going out of the gate, 
and of the Armed Force which followed, 
and of .the March of the Multitude, and 
heard the doleful Sound : 

49 Suppofing this moment to be the laft of 
their Lives, and the conclufion of their moft 
miferable expe&ation: they turned themfel ves 
to lamentation and wailing *, they killed 
one another ; hanging about their relations, 
and falling upon their Necks, Parents upon 
Children, and Mothers upon Young Perfons, 
and other Women that had new born Babes 
at their breafts drawing their laft Milk. 

50 Nor was this all; but having regard 
to thofe former Afliftances which they had re¬ 
ceived from Heaven, throwing themfelves 
flat down with one accord, and taking their 
infants from their Breafts, 

51 They 
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51 They cryed with an exceeding great 
voice in fupplication to the Governor or the 
Univerfe, to have pity upon them, and fhew 
his prefence in their relief, who were juft at 
the gates of the other World. 

Chap. VI. 

i \TOW there was one Eleazar, aMan 
eminent among thofe Priefts that 
were brought out of the Country, and One 
already ftricken in Age ; and adorned with 
all forts of Vertuesinthe courfeof his Life j 
who bid the Elders that were about him to 
Call upon the Holy God, and made this 
prayer: 

2 O moft Powerful King, The moft High 
Almighty Lord God, who Governeft the 
whole Creation in Mercy : 

3 Look, O Father, upon the Seed of Aha- 
bam r upon the Children of Jacob y who was 
lan&ified to Thee, the People of thy Ho¬ 
ly portion, who are Strangers in a ftrange 
Land, and are perifhing unjuftly. 

4 Thoudrdft deftroy and drown Pharaoh, 
when He multiplied his Chariots , the then 
Lord of this Country of Egypt, when He 
was puffed up with a lawlefs infolerice, and 
a tongue fpeaking great things ; and didft 

• fend the light of thy mercy upon the Stock 
of Jfrael. 

5 Thou, O Lord, brakeft to pieces Sen- 
nacharim , the cruel King of Jffyria^ who 
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was puffed up with the innumerable multi¬ 
tude of his armies ; who had already fub- 
dued the whole Land with his fword; and 
came proudly againft thy Holy City, and 
and Spake hard things in his pride and in- 
folence; as a manireft demonftration of thy 
Power to many Nations. 

6 Thou didft deliver the three compani¬ 
ons in Babylon , who willingly expofed their 
Life to the fire, that they might not worfhip 
vain Gods, by fending a dew into the fiery 
Furnace, and didft not fuffer a hair of their 
Head to be hurt: whilft thou fenteft a flame 
upon all their Enemies. 

7 Thou didft reftore Daniel , who by fpite- 
ful Calumnies was thro wn againft the ground 
unto Lions, as food for thofe wild Beafts, 
without receiving any harm. 

8 Thou, O Father, didft render back to, 
all his relations Jonas , when he with feve- 
rity pined away in the belly of the Whale; 
living in the deep, without receiving any 
hurt. 

9 And now, O thou that hateft injuries, 
plenteous in mercy, the Proteftor of the 
Univerfe, Appear fuddenly to the Seed of 
Ifrael, which are now injurioufly treated by 
abominable wicked Heathens. 

10 But if our life has been defiled by , 
any impieties in our captivity, Deliver uS 
out of the hand of our enemies ; and then, 

O Lord, 
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G Lord, totally deftroy us after what manner 
thou pleafeft. 

11 Left thefe followers of vanity fhould 
blels their vain Idols, upon the perdition of 
thy Beloved, faying, Even Their God has 
not delivered them. 

12 But do Thou, O Eternal God, who 
haft all power, and all dominion, now look 
upon Us: have mercy upon Us, who by 
the unjuft injury of the wicked, are going 
to be deprived of our lives, after the man¬ 
ner of traitors. 

13 O God, whom we honour, who haft 
power to fave the pofterity of Jacob, let 
the nations dread thine invincible power 
this day. 

14 The whole multitude of the Infants, 
together with their Parents, fupplicate to 
thee, with Tears. 

15 Let it appear to all nations, that Thou, 
0 Lord, art with us, and haft not turned 
away thy face from us; but as thou haft faid, 
I will not over-look them, even when they 
are in the land of their enemies: fo do thou 
Fulfil it, O Lord. 

1 6 Affoonas Eleazar had left off praying, 
The King, with the Beafts, and the whole 
terror of his army were come to the Hip- 
podrome. 

17 And when the Jews law it, they cry- 
ed greatly t® Heaven ; infomuch that the 
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adjoining VaAlies echo’d therewith, and 
made all the army to bewail them. 

18 Then it was that the Molt Glorious, 
and Almighty, and True Gody fending- out 
the light of his countenance upon them, 
Opened the doors of Heaven: whence two 
glorious and terrible Angels defcended T ma- 
riifeft to all but to the Jews, 

19 And oppoled them, arid filled the 

Enemies Arrriy With trouble, and fear; arid 
bound them with bonds that could not be 
loofed. . j 

do The King’s own 1 Body alfo became 
Frightful* and- Oblivion feizcd upon his 
deeply rooted infolence. 

21 And the Beafts turned upon* thofe 
armed troops that followed them, and 
trampled upon them, and deftroyed chemf. 

22 And the King’s Anger was turned 
into pity, and teats ; on account of what 
he had before contrived. 

23 FOr when He heard the Gry of the 
Jews, and faw them all laid down proftratd, 
ready for deftruCtion, He wdpt; and with j 
anger threatened his friends, and faid ; 

24 You* abufe the Royal Authority, and 
Surpafs Tyrants in barbarity, and do your 
endeavour to deprive me, my felf, your Be¬ 
nefactor, of my Dominion, and- of my 
Life, by fuch lecret contrivances of what is 
not profitable to my Kingdoms 

, 25 Who 
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Who is It that has brought away from 
home, and here abfurdly collected together, 
all thefe men* that have faithfully kept the 
fortified places of Ow country ? 

sd Who is it that has thus inflifted un¬ 
juft calamities On thefe men, that from the 
beginning have in all things exceeded all 
ether nations in their good will, and have 
i frequently undergone the greateft dangers 
©f all men for our fake ? 
i 27 Loofe ye, Diffolve ye the Unjuft bonds: 
lend them away in peace to their, own 
homes; excufing what is paft to them. 

28 Difmifs thefe Sons of the Almighty*' 
Heavenly, and Living God; who from the 

i time of our Anceftofs, until this very time, 
| has afforded our affairs an ondtfturbed and 
1 quiet fettlement. 

29 This was what he laid. But the Jews 
being loofed at that inftant,- Bleffed their 
Holy Saviour, their God; having juft then 
©leaped death. 

20 Then the King returning to the City* 
called-for him that was over his feveiiues, 
and commanded him to luppty the Jews 
with wines, and other things neceflary to 
a feaft, for leven days: determinings that 
in what place they fuppofed they fhould be 
deftroyed, in that lhoUld they celebrate a 
Feftival of falvation with all jov. 

$1 Then was it that thofe wno were be¬ 
fore reproached* and near to the other 

0 world. 
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, world, or rather entring into it j inftead of 
a bitter and mournful cup, celebrated a Fe- 
iiival pf falvation, and parted the Place a- 
Iotted for their fall and funeral into leveral 
companies:; as perfons full of gladnels. 

52, Now they left off the moft doleful 
ditty of lamentations; and took up an 
Hymn of their fathers, Praifing the Saviour 
of i/raelf and the God that wprketh - won¬ 
ders ; and laying afide all wailing and weep¬ 
ing, they appointed a Chorus, as the fign 
of joy and peace. . 

5 5 In like; manner the King alfo. made a 
great fjeafi upon this occafion; and incejTant- 
ly gave thanks towards Heaven,, in an extra¬ 
ordinary manner, on account of this won¬ 
derful deliverance that happen’d to them. ; 

54 And thole who before gave them: qp 
to deftrufilion, ,: and; to; the deyonring of I 
fowls, and willingly regiftred them 9 did 
now groan, and were encompaffed with 
fhame, arid their fiery attempt was inglori- 
oufly quenched. , ; . ;• < 

. 5Moreover the jews, as we. have faid 
[already, when they had. appointed that 
Chorus we. mentioned before, they .paffed 
their time with fcaffing, in joyful Tnankf- 
giyings and Pfalms..... , . 

$6 And they made a Decree upon this 
occafion, through all their habitations, for 
a^ter-generations; and appointed, to cele¬ 
brate the^fore-mentiqned days,, as days of 
* gladnels; 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



( *9* ) 

gladnefs; hot for the fake of drinking and 
forfeiting themfeives ; but on account of 
that Deliverance which they received for 
God’s lake. 

37 And they addrefled themfeives to the 
King, and delired their difmiflion to their 
otirn homes. 

38 Now they had regiftred them from 
the 25th day of Pachon , to the 4th day of 
Epifht y in 40 days : and they Determined 
their Deftrufltion from the «;th day of Epi- 
phi , to the 7th fdr three days. 

39 In which the Lord of the Univerfe 
did moft glorioufly caufehis mercy to fhine 
upon them, and deliver them all together, 
without hurt. 

40 And they feafted' on the provifion 
which the King fupplied them withal, until 
the 14th day: wnerein they made their 
Addrefs for their difmiflion. 

41 And when the Iving had commended 
them, He wrote for them the Epiftle here 
fubjoin’d, in a brisk and earneft ftile, to hrs 
Commanders in every City.- 

Cn At.' VII. 

■ r ^ 

i XT ING Ptolemy Pbilbpator , To the 
Commanders over Egypt, and all 
that have any place of power under us, : Joy, 

and Health, and Peace. 

* •» * < * >} • 

O 2 a We 
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1 We our {elves are well, as are our 
Children alio, by the prpyiffence of the 
great God op our affairs, according to our 
defires. 

7 Certain of opt fwd?, oqf of feite, 
did frequently lie h4rd at us, and permade 
us that we would gather together the fe- 
veral bodies of die Jews diat \ye re in, our 
Kingdom, and punifh them with the ftrange 
puhifhments of Traitors, 

4 Pretending that pur affairs. would ne¬ 
ver be firmly fettled; 011 aqqoupt of that 
oppofitfon thefe men have to att. other na¬ 
tions, until this were dope. 

4 Who alfo brought thpm. bound with 
Vexation, as flaves, of rather as traitors, 
and without any examination or enquiry, 
they attempted to t^Jm them of£ as clpfo- 
ed with a more tliap Scythian barbarity. 

6 But at this junQure we feyerely threat¬ 
ened them, out of the ; regard to that Equi-< 
ty which we have fpr ; all men; and with 
difficulty gave them their lives,: and out of 
regard to that God of, Heaven who has pro¬ 
tected the Jews in fafety, and fought for, 
them always, as a Father for his Children. 

7 And as calling to mind that firm af- 
fe&ion which they have had for us, and our 
Anceftors, We have,, in iuftice, Djfinifs’d 
them on every account whatfoeyer* , 

H And we have enjoined every one of 
them to return to their own homes: fo that 

no- 
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oil one do in any place hurt them, or re¬ 
proach them on account of what has, with¬ 
out reafoh, been done to them. 

9 For know ye, that if We fhall contrive 
any mifchief againft thefe men, or at all 
grieve them, we ihail ever inevitably have 
hot Man, but the Moll High God, the Difpo- 
fer of all power, opposite to Us, for the rer 
yenge of filch actions. Fare ye well, 

10 Upon the Jew? receiving this Epiftle, 
they did not immediately begin their jour¬ 
ney ; but they petitioned the King that 
thofe of the ftock of the Jews that had vo¬ 
luntarily ttanfgreffed agakift God, and the 
Law of God, might have deferved punifh- 
ment infK&fed on them by themfelves. - 

11 Alledging, that thole who would trank 
grefs the divine Injunctions, on aecoufit of 
their belly; would no longer yield any 
chearful obedience even to the King’s In* 
junftions. 

12 He thereupon admitted whair they 
laid to be true : and added his own exhor-? 
tation, and gave them full liberty, that 
they might deftroy thole that had tranigref- 
fed the Law of God, and this in every 
place within his Kingdom - t and With all 
boldnefs, without any farther Authority, op 
Vifitation from the King. 

13 Hereupon, having paid him their aer 
knowledgments, as it was meet, theirFriefts, 

0 $ snd 


Digitized by LjOoq ie 



( * 98 ) 

and their intire multitude, having echoed 
out a«n Meluia y departed with joy. 

14 And as they met with any one of 
thofe of their own nation that had been 
-polluted, they punilhed him upon the road, 
gnd flew him with marks of reproach, 

15 And on that very day they flew above 
3.00 men ; which they oafled with joy, as 
having got the better of the profane. 

. 16 But thofe that had adhered to God . 
Unto death, hiving enjoyed themfelves in 
their intire deliverance, they departed from 
the City, witli Garlands of all forts of fweet 
fmelling flowers • with joy and fhauting. 
Giving ; thanks to the God of their Fathers, 
the Ete.rpal Saviour of Jfrael, in praifes and 
moft mufjcal Hymns. 

, 17 And when they were come to PtoU- 
tnaiSy k City on account of the peculiar pro¬ 
duct of;the place, which abounded in roles, 
called the Rofebearing Ptolemais , where the 
fleet flayed for them, according to their com¬ 
mon decree, feven days • 

18.There it was that they celebrated a 
FeftiyaJ of Salvation, The King having gq- 
neroufly Ippplied them with all things that 
’they, wanted for their departure, even till 
they cam® fo their own home. 

19 So taking their journey in peace, and 
in becoming Hymns of thankfgiving, in 
like manner they there refolved to celebrate 
• " “ ' “ thefe 
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thefe days alfo, as days of joy, in the time 
of their pilgrimage. ' 7 . ' ‘ ’ 

20 Which alfo they confecrated to that 
life, by fetting up a pillar in a Profeucba , 
which was the place of the Feftival folem- 
nity : which, when they had ; done, they, de¬ 
parted every one to his own home unhurt, 
at liberty, and very joyful • being fecured, 
by the King’s copimand, by land, and by 
fea, and upon the rivet. / 

21 Having now greater authority than 
before among their enemies, with glory and 
fear, having loft nothing at all of their 
goods by any body. 

22 For every- one of them received all 
their goods from the Inventory; infomuch, 
that if any perfons had any thing belonging 
to them, they reftored it to them with ve¬ 
ry great fear. The great God working 
wonders compleatly for-their deliverance. . 

23 Bleffed be tne Deliverer of Ifrael for 
Eternal Ages. Amen. ■ 



O $ Jofephups 
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Jofephuss Account 

Of 3 later 

H I S T O R Y. 

Which is parallel to that in thp 

Second Part of this Book, 

Cpntr. Ap. It. 

P J'olewy, who was named Pbyfco, when his 
Brother Ptolemy PhUtmetor was dead, came I 
from Cytem, with a Refolution to turn Cleopatra, 
£the Queen Dowager] and the [former] Kings 1 
Children out of the Kingdom * in order to fei?e 
upon it unjuftly for hinifelf. On this account 
Qvias, [the JewifhHigh-Prieft in -Egypt",*] under¬ 
took a War againft him, on behalf of Cleopatra \ 
and did by no mean? caft off that Allegiance he 
bare to that royal Family in their Diftrefs- And 
God himfelf bear manifefi: Teftimony to his righ¬ 
teous Proceedings. For when Ptolemy Pbyfct had 
the Prelumption to fight the Army of Oytas, and 
had feized upon all the Jews that were in the City 
[of Alexandria,"] with thefr Wives and Children, 
and bad expofea them naked and in Bonds to his 
Elephants, that they might be troden to Death $ 
and had for tnat purpofe made the Beads them- 

felves 
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felves drank: what he had prepaid fell out the 
dire& contrary: for the Elephants, leaving the 
Jews that were expofed to than, rufh’d violent¬ 
ly upon his own Friends, and flew a great Num¬ 
ber of them. And, indeed, after this Ptolmy 
few a terrible Apparition, which hindred his 
hurting thofe Men. And Upon the Interceflion 
pf his beloved Concubine, who is by feme nam¬ 
ed Ithaca, but by others Irene \ and who begged 
of him not to be guilty 6f fc great a Wicked- 
nefs; he granted her Requeft, and repented 
himfelf of what he had dandy and of wnat hit 
was going to do. Upon which Occasion the 
Alexandrian Jews are known to celebrate this 
P&y as a Feftival, on account of that Prefcrvation 
Which they had evidently obtained from God, 
While Apion, one who is ready to find Fault 
With us in every thing, is fc preftunptuous, as 
to accufe the Jews for this War which they made 
With Fhjfco $ when he ought to have commended 
them on that Account. 

N. B. Altho’ it be, I think, at prefent univer- 
felly fappofed, that this third Rook of the Mac- 
tehees, and the foregoing Paflage itT Josephus, re¬ 
fer to die very feme Hiftorical Fa&, yet is it eyi- 
denly otherwife: as the intire Series* and 
principal Circumftances of them both do demob' 
mate. 

For (i.) The Illd Book of Maccabees relates to 
What happened in the Days cf Ptolemy Pbilopa - 
tvr i but Jofepbns, to what happened in the Days 
of Ftolemy Euefgetes II. or Fhy fco: the farmer the 
fourth; the fatter the feventh of the Egyptian 
Ptolemies: between Whom were two other King?, 
that together reigned 59 Years. 

(1.) The 
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(2>) The former Part of the Hiftory in the 
JlJd Book of Maccabees, concerning the King’* 
Repulfe at the Temple cijerufalcm, is not at 
$ll in Jofeybfis 4 nor could its indeed have any 
placein the Hiftory pf Pbyfco. . 

( 3.) The High-Prieft’s Name who repulfed 
pbilopator, was Shnop,' who could be no other 
than; Simon the II. the Son of Onias II. who 
lived in the Day sof Pbilopator, and not of Pbyfco. 
For, as to Simon the Great, the High-Prieft and 
Prince of the Jews*; in the Days of Pbyfco, he 
was; too great, and too independent a Prince to 
permit fo much as an attempt for the Prophanar 
tion of the Temple qf Jerusalem: Neither had 
' Pbyfco fever that command over Ccelefyria and 
Judea, whjch Pbilopator is here Affirmed to have 
had 1 nor, .indeed,.does it at all appear in his 
JHiftojry* that Pbyfoo eve r was at Jsrufalem all 
the Days of his Life*. ; : ; f 
(4.) The Occafipns of the (Cruelties intended 
to the Jews in thefe two IJiftories were intire- 
ly different: that of Pbilopator was a Repulfe 
which, he meet; with'atthe Temple of Jerufa- 
lew : that of PhyfiQ, the Engagment of the Jews in 
a .W^r ioiClfopattaittid heryoung Son againft him. 

, (j.) At the foijner;time!the Jews were ftrongly 
tempted to forfaketheiX) Religion,, and to become 
Worduppers of Baccbps: at the latter Religion 
was not dire&ly concerned at all •, but the Matter 
of Succeflion to the Crown only. 

( 6 .) At the former Time all; the jews of Egypt 
were equally in danger of Deftrattion 4 but at 
the latter none but , the Alexandrian Jews were 
in fuch danger. . ■ > 

(7.). At the former time the Elephants flew 
none 4^ but at the. latter they flew many of the | 
Jews Enemies. 

(8,) The 
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(8.) The Decree for figning the Jews with an ConneB, 
Jvy-leaf, as Worfhippers of Bacchus , in the IJId O.&N.T, 
Maccabees, as Dr. Prideaux has jpftly obferv’d, F J’ ll ' a * 
was proper to Ptolemy Philopator * as are the Ar> ‘ ZI 
Words of the Author of the Greek Etymqlogiqni\ 
by Him produc’d. Ptolemy Philopator, days, he, 
was called Gallus lecaufe he was Jfigmatiz $ or, 
marked with a Leaf of art Ivy, in the fame Man¬ 
lier as the Priejls called Galli. Of which Mark 
we hear no tidings in the Cafe of Ptolemy Phyfco, 

• (9.) The Means of the Tews Deliverance in 
the Illd Maccabees, were alle^traordinary-and 
i providential * but in Jofephiis, in good Meagre* 
s human and political: I mean, done by the Per- 
fuafion of the politick Concubine of Phyfco: who 
eafiiy guefs’d, that if the Alexandrian Jews, who 
had chiefly fupported the Qreek Kingdom of . the 
Ptolemies in Egypt all along, were once utterly 
deftroy'd, their Dominion would.not laft long in 
that Country. . . ’ ' 

(io.) TheFeftivals appointed on thefe twodcca- 
I lions, were too different to be fuppofed one and 
the fame Feftival. For that in the Illd Maccabees 
was for feven Days, in Memory, of the feVen 
Days original feftival which the Jews celebra¬ 
ted, at the King’s Oranges, before they left the 
Hippodrome. . The other under Phyfco, for one 
Day ; in Memory of that Angle pay whereon 
they wete then delivered. .And, indeed^ the Cir- 
cumftances of thefe two different Hjiftories, do fo 
exadly agree to the Chara&ers and Times of 
thefe two different Kings of Egypt, that they 
are a great Confirmation of ;the. two Accounts 
before us. Nor is there thence any found atio’n 
for reducing them to one and the , lame Hiftory. 

Nor does the Agreement of a few Circumftances 
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in both tbefe Narrations, any more {(rove them 
one and the fame, than the Agreement of the 
like few Circumftances in either of them, with 
the parallel Narration ottieliodorus or Apollonius, 
in the fecund Book of the Maccabees , chap. iii. 
proves them tp have been the fhme with either of 
them. 

In fhort, when the reftored Jews had left off 
their old Idolatry, after the Babylonian Captivity, 
and had fet up the Worfhip of the One True Goa $ 
and while* they were etad in the Obfervance ot 
his Laws, Goa was nleafed, in an extraordinary 
Manner, to deliver them from five feveral terrible 
Deftrudions, which their Heathen Enemies in* 
tended to bring upon them, (i,) In the Days of 
partus Hyfiafpis, from Holopbernes. (2 .) In the 
Days of Artaxerxes Longimanus. , the prfian, from 
Hainan. (3.) In the Days of Ptolemy FbilopaforJrdii) 
himfelf. (4.) In the Days of Autiochus gpiphanes, 

. from himfelf (j.) In the Days of Ptolemy Pbyfco, 
from himfelf. Which indeed leems to have bear 
one of the laft eminent Deliverances which wa$ 
vquchfafed to them. For not very long after 
this, that Nation wasfubdued and made tributary 
by the. Romans *, the Seds of the Pbarifeet and Sat- 
( htcees arofe} the Rabbins corrupted their genuine 
Religion,by their vain and ungodlyTraditionsythe 
Jews evaded thePreaching of John theBaptift * they 
rejeded the Preaching ofour Blefied Saviour* ana, 
at laft, they crucified Him, their true Mi fish. 
Whereupon they were judicially hardened, to 
their own Deftrudion *, and given up intirely into 
the Hands of the Romans * who went a great Way 
John. xi. towards the Abolition, not only of their holy Place 
5 8 * the glorious Temple of Jerusalem * but of their 
Nation alfo, in all thole Parts of the World. 

N. B. The 


Digitized by 


Google 


\ 



( m ) 

N. S. The Reafon why this Book of the Mac- 
calces is omitted in many of the vulgar Lati wandl 
other Copies, and was lpfs known than the other 
two, and fo called not theory? but thetib*V<fBook;as 
alfo why that Hiftory, as well as the other fefe 
down in Jofevlnfs, were left taken notice of by the 
Body of the Jewijh Nation than many others tint 
We have in then: (acred Records; feems plainly 
to have been this ; that here no others were con* 
cem’d than the Egyptian Jews in the former, 
and the Alexandrian Jews in the latter Cafe. 
However, the annual Memorials of thefe Deli- « 

verances, obferv’d afterwards in Egypt and at 
Alexandria ; the conftant place the Hid Book of 
die Maccebees hath in all our ancient Copies of the 
Greek Bible, even in the Roman and Alexandrian 
MSS. themfelves ; the Place it alfo hath in all the 
Copies of theLXXXVth Apoftolical Canon; toge¬ 
ther with the Authority of the Spiopfis Sacra 
Scriptura., belonging to Alexandria it lelf, and 
of Evfebias’s Chronicon ; all which own it for 
genuine : together with the ejca& Agreement of 
fiqth Hiftories to the Circumftances of the Times 
and Places whereto they feverally belong; are 
evident Arguments of their authentick Nature t 
ted that, in the Words of Dr. Frideaux , concern- conmS .«/ 
tog thellldBookof Maccabees, (with which yet, by the o. anJ 
Miftake, He confounds the Account in Jofepbtu ; W- Tep. 
ted which He, groundlefsly, fuppofes to have 
come down to us in a Romantick Drefs, with fom A ”' tl9 ‘ 
Enlargements and Embellijhments of a Jewifhlwrew- 
tion ;) it is not to be doubted but the Ground-work 
of it is true ; and that there really mas/neb a Perfec¬ 
tion raifed againftjtbe Jems of Alexandria by Ptole* 
my Philopator,ai this Book relates. Only We ought 
hoe to Note, that the conftsmt Name of this, as 

of 
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of k Book of the Maccabees $ while its Hiftory is 
about 50 Years ancienter than that in the other 
Books under the fame Name * makes it not a little 
probable, that this Title of Maccabee was elder 
than* Judas Maccab ms ; and that the u(ual Jewifti 
Fancy of its original from the firft Letters of thofe 
Hebrew Words, Mi Camoka Baelim Jehovah : 
i. e. Who is like unto thee among the Gods , 0 
■; Jehovah l which has been fuppofed the Motto of 
Judas's Standard, is no more than 2 latter Jewilh 
Fancy, and, like many more of fiich their modern 
Fancies, deftitute of all original Authority what* 
foever. > 

'' N. B. I would very‘Willingly here prefetit the 
Inquifitive Reader with a'Tranflation of the Greek 
V erfion of that IV th Book of the Maccabees, which 
contained the anthenfick Hiftory of the famous 
John Hyrcamis, the High-Prieft next after the 
Maccabees: concerning which theAuthor of the firft 
Book of Maccabees, or whoever added thetwolaft 
Yerfes to that Book, fpeaks thus: As-concerting tie 
ref of the ASs of John, and his Wars, and worth) 
Deeds, which he did t and the building the Trails [of 
■JerufalenfJ which he made, and his Doings: behold 
tbej'e are written in the Chronicles of his Brief hood, 
from the Time he was made High Brief, after bis 
Father: But tho’ it’appears not only that Jofephvs 
of old made ufe of that Book in Hebrew v but 
That Smites Pagninus, the learned Author of the In* 
terlineary Lathi Yerfion of the Bible, had a Greek 
Copy of it at Lyons, in the Days of Sixtus Senenfs , 
yet does it never appear to have heen publifhed, 
nor, fince that Libary was burnt, can we now re¬ 
cover it. .. 

■f All that I can therefore do in thisCafe is to give 
theReadertheWords of Sixtus Senenfs *whoishefe 
ear only original Author. * The fourth Book of 

‘ the 
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4 the Maccabees, fays he, which the Synbpjis of BMioth. 
4 Athanajius reckons among the Apocryphal Scrip- SanB.i. 
4 tures, contains theHiftory of 31 Years: i.e. the 

* A&s oijohn theMaccabean, who took theSurname 

* oiHyrcams , from his Conqueft.of [owe] Hyrcatoisi 
‘ This Man obtained the Office of High-Prieft;of 

* his Nation, with the civil Authority, after the 

* Slaughter o{hisFatherSimeop,[SimontheGreati] 

* ty the Fraud of Ptolemy^ andimmediately drew 

* out his Army to oppofe him that had flaid his 

* Father. After this he made a League with An- 

* tiochus. King of Syria : after whofe Death he 

* took many Cities of Syria by Force. He was 
‘ the firft of the Jews that ever hired Strangers, as 

* Auxiliaries i by paying them Wages. He took 

* out of David's Sepulchre 3000 Talents. He re- 

* newed that League with the Romans, which his 
4 Father had already made. He fought and beat 

* Aptiochus Gzygenus , King of Syria. He befieged 
4 Samaria , theCity that rivalled Jeni/afeOT, a whole 
4 Year, and rafed it to the Ground. He alfb 
4 broughtRivulets into it $ and by overflowing the 
4 very Ruins, and all that remained of the City, 

4 after it was rafed, he made it quite difappear. 

* He rebuilt the Walls of Jerufalem, when they 
4 were fallen down by Age. And after he had 

* happily performed all this, he died in the 
4 31ft Year of his Reign : having been very 
4 eminent on three Accounts •, i. e, as a Priejl, a 

4 Prince , and a Prophet. -The beginning of it 

4 is this, in the Greek MS. Copy which we read 
4 at Lyons, in the Library of Santes Pagnims, that 
4 very learned Preacher’: “ And after Simon 

“ was {lain, John his Son was High Prieft in his 
4 ‘ ftead.” 4 The Scries andHiftofy is almoft the 
4 fame with that in the XHIth Book of Jofephus 

Anti- 
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* A&iqtUUs. Bat the Stile, abounds with the 

* Idiotifins of the Hebrew Tongue, and is thereby 

* rery unlike his.—We may hence plainly 

* gather, that they who fflppofe theIVth Book of 

* the Maccabees , to be that wherein Jafephus de- 

* cribeathe Martyrdom of the Maccabem Mother, 

* mid her (even Children; and which is extant 

* in (bme of the Greek Bibles with this Infcripti- 

* on, Jofepbas cencentirig the Maccabees are mif 
*• taken v 
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E P 1ST L E 

O F T H E 

Jews of Jerufalem 

TO t h F 

Jews of Egypt, in the Days of 

Jonathan the Higli-Prieft. 


2 Macc. I. per tot. II, i—18: 

Tranfloted from the Greek, the Latin, 
am the Syriack Copies all contained in 
the POLYQLOTT. 

i r 1 VHE Brethren the Jews that be 
1 at Jerufalem, and in the land 
of Judea , wifh unto jhe Bre¬ 
thren the Jews that are throughout Egypt. 
health and peace. 

2 God be gracious unto you; and re¬ 
member his covenant that he made with 
Abraham, Jfaec, and Jacob, his faithful fer- 
yants; ' 

P ? And 
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? And give you all an heart to ferve him, 
and to do his will, with a good courage, 
and a willing mind ; _ 

4 And open your hearts in his law, and 
commandments ; and fend you peace ; 

$ And hear your prayers ; and be at one 
with you ; and never forfake you in time 
of trouble : 

6 And now we be here praying for you, 

7 What time as Demetrius has begun to 
reign, in the 169th year, [of the Seleucid*, 
Ant. Mr. Chrijl 144.3 

We the Jews wrote unto you,' [in the 
days of Judas Maccabeus,] in the extremity 
of trouble, that came upon us in thole 
years : from the time that j Ufon and his 
company revolted, [2 Macc. iv.] and wefe 
font, from the kingdom [of the Greeks ] into 
the holy land ; 

8 And burnt the porch, [rvhofe gates hd 
been rebuilt by Nehemiah, ii. 8.3 and fried | 
innocent blood. Then we prayed unt'O the 
Lord and were heard : we offered alfo la* 
crificeS, arid fine flour, and lighted the 
[/even] lamps, and fet forth the [twelve] 
loaves [of the Shew-breadi] 

9 We now alfo write unto you, that ye 

keep the feaft of purification,, as that of 
tabernacles, in the month Cdjlsu : [feven or 
eight days. 3 1 

ro In the' i88th^[ 148^3 year the peo¬ 
ple that were at Jepufalem, and in<j fades, 

ana 
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3fid the council, and Judas, lent greeting, 5 
and health unto Arifiobulus King Ptolemiei 
fnafter, [tutor :] who was one of the ftock 
of the anointed Priefts : and to the" Jews 
that were in Eg)ft: [faying,] , 

■\ • • * f -* 

ti ‘ Inafrhuch as God hath delivered us * 

‘ from great perils, we thank him highly ; 

‘ as having been in battel agairift the King: 

'* [Antiochus the Great.J .. , . 

12 ‘ For he calf them out that fought 
i within the holy city. 

, 13 ‘ For when the commander, [Amo-, 

‘ chus,] was come into Perfia , and the’army 
‘ with him; that feemed invincible, they 

* were flain in the temple of Nans a, by 

‘ the deceit of Nana's Priefts.' < . .. . 

14 ‘ For Antiochus, as though he would 

* marry her, came into the place; and his See Grot 
‘ friends that were with him / to receive loc ' 

1 money, in name of a dowry. . 

1$ ‘ Which when the Priefts of Nana 
1 had fet forth, and he was entred, with a 
*. fmall company, into the compafs of the 
‘ temple; aifoon as Antiochus was come 

* in: < • . ■ > , 

. 16 ‘ And Opening a privy door of the 
‘roof/ they threw ftones like thunder- 
‘ bolts, and ftruck down the commander.: 

‘ heWed them [that were with hint]' in pieces : 

\ fnJOte off their heads ; and call them to 
‘ thbfe that were without. , v ,.s 

P a' 17 ‘ Blelt ; 
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*7 ‘ BlefFed be out God in all things, 

* who hath delivered up the ungodly. 

18 ‘ Therefore, whereas we, [Judas , and 
‘ Jem of Jadea,] are now propofing to 

* keep the purification of the temple upon 

* the 2<;th day of the month Cafieu, we 
‘ thought it neeeflary to certify you there- 
‘ of ; that ye alfa may keep it, [feven or 

* eight days,] as that of the tabernacles [is 
‘ kept:] 

We [the Jews, in the days of Jonathan 3 
will alfo give you an account of the fire 
NehM. which was given us, * when Nehemias offer* 
i. jo. 15. e d facrifice, after that he had builded [and 
li 1 , itT" purified'] the temple and the altar; [probably 
ifr! xii. upon his finishing the wads of Jerulalem, 
*}:. 45< which was done the \ fame a $th day of Cafleu.J 

fr'jofeph. 19 Fot when our fathers were led [otft 
See ciem. of Babylonia] into Per fid [by Darius or Cy- 
Ahx "f' rus,J the Priefts that were then devout took 
I lo’rig.Ep. the fire of the altar privily, [which they 
ad Afri ■. de had, before brought tj> Babylon,} and hid it 
Sufanm. j n an hollow place of a pit, without wa¬ 
ter : where they kept it fare: [feeding it 
with fewel continually .] So that the place 
was unknown to all men: [ which was done 
at the command of Jeremy the prophet , chap, 
ii. i.} 

20 Now after many years were paft, 
when it pleafed God, Nehemias being fent 
from the King of Perfia. [Xerxes f] did 

fend 
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fend of tbepofterity of thole Priefts that had 
hid it, to the fire : but when they told us 
they found no fire, but thick water, 

21 Then commanded he them to draw 
it up, and to bring it. And when the fa- 
crifices were laid on, Nehemias commanded 
the Priefts to fprinkle the wood, and the 
things laid thereupon, [the farts of the 
facrtfce'] with the water: [i. e. to four fome 
of that water ufon them: as did Elijah, 

X Kjrtgs xviii. 32-— 

22 When this was done, and the time 
was paft tx?o v °s SriiMtv as r v. 20.] that the 
Sun had (hone, which was \now\ hid in a 
cloud, there was a great fire kindled: fo 
that every one marvelled. 

23 And the Priefts, and Jonathan, [one 
of them, Neh. xii. 14.3 and the reft, came 
down, and anfwering one another with ac¬ 
clamations, faid, The fire was kindled at 
the prayer of Nehemias. 

24 And the prayer of Nehemias was af¬ 
ter this manner; O Lord, O Lord God, 
Creator of all things; who art fearful, and 
ftrong, and righteous, and merciful, and the 
only King, and the only gracious one; 

2 5 And the only giver' of all things ; the 
only Juft, Almighty, and Eternal Being • 
thou that delivereft Ifrael from all trouble* 
and didft choofe our fathers, and fan&ify 
them : 
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2(5 Receive the facrifice for thy whole 
people Jfrael : and preferve thine own por¬ 
tion, and fan&ify it 

' 27 Gather bur difperfion together : de¬ 
liver* them that ferve among the Heathen : 
look upon them that are defpifed, and ab¬ 
horred : and let the Heathen know that 
thou art our God. - 

’ 28 Affiid them that opprefs us, and with 
pride do us wrong : 

29 Plant thy people again in thy holy 
place : as Mofes hath fpoken: [Deut. xxx. 
4 » 5-3 

1 30 And the Priefts flood, and fung hymns, 
until the facrifice was confumed. 

51 Now when the Sacrifice was confum¬ 
ed, and the water that was left, Nehemias 
commanded them to take great ftones. 

5 2 When this was done, there was kind¬ 
led a flame from the altar, by which they 
were confumed : \_as in the cafe of Elijah, 
f Kjngs xviii 31, 32. 38.] 

55 So when this matter was known, it 
was told the King of Pet ft a, that, In the 
place where the Priefts, that were led away, 
nad hid the fire, there appeared water ; 
and that Nehemias had purified the facrifices 
, therewith ; " r 

54 Then the King inclofed the place, and 
built a temple : after he had tried the 
matter. • 

hi. 
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35 And the King took many gifts, and 
beftowed of them on the [Jewijb] Pjriefts, 
\wbo found and carried that fire y and were 
novo to take care of thisfire-temple.] 

$6 And Nehemias called this thing, Nach 
fhar 1 which is interpreted Purification: but 
many men call it Naphtha: [Petroleum : an 
inflammable oil , deriv'd from Bitumen.] 

Chap. II. 

1 XT is alfo found in the records,that Jere- 

1 my the prophet commanded them that 
fhQuld Jive afterwards, fMtTayivo/ueias,] to take 
,ojf the fire as it hath been fignifiea : [ 5 ^ 
t Mace. iv. 44, 4$, 46.] 

2 And how that the prophet, having gi» 
ven them the law, charged them not tp 
forget the commandments of the Lord : 

£i Bar. iii. 9-iv. 7.] and that they fhould 

not err in their minds, when tney law 
images of filyer, and gold, with their or¬ 
naments. [1 Bar. vi.] 

$ And with other fuch fpeeches exhorted 
he them, that the law Ihould not depart 
from their hearts, [1 Bar. iii. 9-iv 7.] 

4 It was contained in the fame writing, 
that the prophet being warned of God, com¬ 
manded the tabernacle, and the ark, to go 
with him, as he went forth into the moun- 
taiti, where Mofes climbed up, and faw the 
heritage of God. [Deut. xxxiv. \ —6.] 
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\ And when Jeremy came thither, he 
found an hollow cave; wherein he laid the 
tabernacle, and the ark, and the altar of 
incenfe ; and fo flopped the door. 

. 6 And fome of tnofe that followed him 
came to mark the way; but they could not 
find it: ' 

7 Which when Jeremy perceived, he blam¬ 
ed them, laying, As for that place it fhall 
be unknown, until the time that God ga¬ 
ther his people again together, and receive 
them unto mercy. 

8 Then fhall the Lord fhew them theie 
things ; and the glory of the Lord fhall 
appear; and the cloud alfo ; , as it was 
{hewed unto Mofes ; and as when Solomon 
defired that the place might be honourably 
fan&ified. ’ 

9 It was alfo declared, that [fo it was, 
when ] Solomon , famous for wifdom, offered 
the facrifice of dedication, and of the fi- 
nifhing of the temple. [2 Chr. vii. 1,] 

. 10 And as when Mofes prayed unto the 
Lord, the fire came down from Heaven 
and confomed the facrifices: [Levit. iy. 24.] 
even fo Solomon prayed alfo, and the fire 
came down from Heaven, and confomed 
the burnt-offerings, [2 Chr. vii. 1.] 

n And Mofes faid, Becaufe the fin-of- 
foring was not eaten, it was confomed^ by 
fire [from Heaven, Lev it. x. 16 20. j 

12 So Solomon kept thole eight days. 

1$ The 
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The fame things alfo are related in the 
writings and commentaries of Nehcmas: 
and, How he founded a library, and ga¬ 
thered together the ads of the Kings, and 
of the Prophets, and Qf David, and the EpL- 
ftles of the Kings concerning the holy gilts, 
\dfter the captivity.'] 

14 In like manner alfo, Judas gathered 
together all thole things, [Books^] that were 
loft, by reafon of the war we had : and 
they remain with us, 

15 Wherefore if you have need thereof, 
fend fome to fetch them unto you. 

16 Whereas we then are about to cdc- 
brate the Purification, we have written un¬ 
to you: and ye fhall do well if ye keep 
the lame days. 

17 We hope alfcy that the God that hath 
delivered all his people, and hath given 
them all the heritage, and the kingdom, 
and the priefthood, and the fan&uary ; 

18 As he promifed in the law; will 
fhortly have mercy upon us, and gather us 
together out of every land under Heaven, 
unto the holy place. For he hath deliver¬ 
ed us out of great troubles, and hath pi*, 
rified the place, 

N. B. Although Epipbamuss Accounts of the 
Lives of the Prophets, feem chiefly deriv’d 
from the uncertain Jewilh Traditions of latter 
Ages, whence I very feldom quote them upon 
any fuch Occalion ; yet do thole Traditions con- 
, cerning 
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cerning this part of Jeremiah's Hiftory, fo nearly 
agree ui feveral Particulars with this elder and 
mor e autheptick Record, that it may not be 
amifs to hear them. The Prophet Jeremias , fays 
Epiphanius, took away the Ark of the Law, with 
wnatfoever was in it, before the Temple was de- 
ftroyed ; and he ciufed them to be fwallowed 
up m a Rock, and faid to thePriefts of the Peor 
pfe, and to the Elders that flood by; ‘ The Lord 

* is gone from Sinai , unto the Heavens * and 

* will come again with his holy Power. And this 

* {hall be the' Bign of his coming, when all the 
f Gentiles ftiall worfoip Wood, ft he Crofs. or the 
Ark.] * And he "aid to them, no one, either of 

* thePriefts or Prophets {hall open this Ark, be- 

* {ides Mofes , the Eleft of God $ and no one but 
‘ Aaron {hall lay open the Tables that are therein. 

* And at the Refurrie^jon, .thgcftrk {frail arife 

* firft i and {hall go out of the J^ock, and {hall 

* be piaped on Mount Sinai ; and all the holy Ones 

* {hall be gathered together to it, and wait for the 

* Lord there,and efcape theEnemy that would flay 

* them And he iealed'the Rock with his Finger, 
with the Imprefiion of the Name of the Lord; and 
thelmage was as the ingraving of Iron •, and aCloud 
covered the Rock $ apd no one knows that place, 
nor can read that Name to this pay •, nor will till 
the Confijminatjon of this Age, Now this Rock is 
in that Wijdernefs where the Ark was firft made, 
between thofe two Mountains where Mofes and 
Aaron were buried. But in the Nights there is 
a Cloud like Fire in that Place, according to the 
Example of ancienter Times, as a Sign that the 
Glory of God will not depart from his Law. 
[And God bellowed this Favour upon Jeremias, 
that he himfelf Ihould perform this Myftery, 

that 
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Jkh at he might be a Partner with Mofet.'] 

See Ben Gorton. I. 20,21. who (ays, that tne Ark 
fhall be difcovered by no one, ti^ l Elias, pr tilL 
j&lias and Jeremias come together, in the laft 
Days. See Matt. xvi. 14. and fabricius, p. mo 
— — iii;. who alfo informs us, that there is 
a certain unknown Infcrigtion, at the foot of 
Mount tioreb t vfiible to' this Day, %nd engraven 
in Stone; which the People qf that Country 
fay was left by Jeremias, to fhew the Place where 
he had left the Ark. 
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DISSERTATION, 

TO PROVE, 

That the foregoing Efijlle of the Jews at Je¬ 
rufalem, to their Brethren in Egypt, is en¬ 
tirely genuine and authentic!:. 

B EFORE I can give my Reafons for this 
Aflertion, I muft premile this ^ That here 
are nqt two Epifiles of the Jews at Jerufalem, 
to their Brethren in Egypt, diftinftly Copied} 
the one from Judas Maccabaus and his Senate at 
Jerufalem, to Arifiobulus the Prieft, the Tutor of 
King Ptolemy, and their Brethren in Egypt ; the 
other frpm the Jews at Jerufalem, to their Bre¬ 
thren In Egypt, in the Days of Jonathan, [21 
Years after the other •,] as is commonly fuppoled: 
but we have here but one Epijlle and that from 
the Jews at Jerufalem , to their Brethren in Egypt, 
21 Years after the Purification of the Temple by 
Judas only. Yet does this Epiftle include that 
former Epiftle from Judas to Arijlobulus , as a 
fufficient Authority for their making the like Re- 
queft now, that Judas had made before * viz. 
That the Egyptian Jews would join with them in 
the OWervation of the Feaft of Purification, on 
the 25th of Cdjleu, and that with the fame Solem¬ 
nity, and in the fame Manner, as the Feaft of 
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Tabernacles ufed to be kept by them. They al* 
fo make a great Addition to what Judas had for¬ 
merly defir’d, or give a new, and that a very 
fubftantial Reafon for this their Defire, viz. That 
Nehemiab and Judas had formerly collected the 
ancient facred Books belonging to their Nation j 
tire one after the Babylonian Captivity, and tie 
other after Antiochus’s Perfection ; that upoii 
the Review of thofe Collections they had difco* 
vered fomewhat very extraordinary, which they 
fuppofed their Brethren in Egypt were unacquaint¬ 
ed with; viz. that Nebemieb, upon his [finiflung 
the Walls of Jerufalem, and] cleanfing the Tem¬ 
ple and Altar, had held his Feaft of Purification 
on the fame 2 5 th Day of Cafieu, an which Judas 
had held his .* and that moreover the Fire was 
kindled by Miracle to cob fume Nebemiab’s folk 
Sacrifice, as it had been in the Days of Mefe* 
and Solomon formerly: that therefore it would be 
fit for them to celebrate the fame Feftival m 
Memory of the one Purification, as well as of the 
other. This is the dined Purport of this Epiftle: 
which that it is genuine and autbentick, I thus 
prove. 

(1.) The Book that contains this Epiftlq, 1 
mean, the fecond Book of Maccabees , is confqfs’d 
on all hands to be, as to other things, a genuine 
and authentick Book j without any blot or fulpi- 
cion of Impofture. 

(2.) There feems to be np manner of caufe for 
Suspicion as to this Epiftle ; it ferving no -end 
ot Forgery or Knavery whatfoever. When there 
was an evident Reafon already, why the 25 th 
Day of Cajleu Ihould be kept for the Purification 
of the Temple and Altar by Judas \ to what pur- 
pofe Ihould an Epiftle be forged, in order to add 
another Reafon for the Celebration of the fame 

• Fefti- 
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Fdtivaf 5 urilefs the real Truth of the Fa£t did! 
afford it > 

(3 .) This Epiftle is extant intire in all the Cb- 
pies and Vernons $ the Greek, the Latin, and 
AeSyriack : hone, I fuppofe, later then the fecond 
Century, perhaps none much later than the firft. 
Nay, the Greek, which is our Original, feems to 
have been contemporary with the Epiftle, and 
Was perhaps itfelf fent from .the Church of Je¬ 
rusalem, whofe learned Men well underftood Greek 
at that time, to the Church in Egypt, which fpake 
that Language only. Nor is any confiderable 
Claufe in it wholly omitted in any of thole three 
Languages. 

(4 ) This'Epiftle is naturally connected With the 
Contents of the reft of this Book, and feems to 
have been the original Occafion of that Abridgment 
of Jafons Hiftory of the woful Perfecution by An- 
tiocbus , and happy Deliverance by Judas and his 
Brethren, which the reft of this Book affords ns. 
This Hiftory was fit to be known by the Jews in 
Egypt , in order to their joining With the JeWsat 
Jerufalem , ih the Celebration of the Feaft of Pu¬ 
rification or Dedication. Thus after the Epiftle, 
to perfuade their Brethren to oblerve this Fefti- 
val, the reft of the Book is thus introduc’d: 

* Now as concerning Judas Maccab&us, and his 

* Brethren 5 art'd the Purification of the great 

* Temple; and the Dedication of the Altar: — 

* All thefe things being declared by Jafdn of 
‘ Gyrene in five Books, we will aflay to abridge 
‘ in one Volume, &c* 

(?.) The Date of this Epiftle from Jerufalem, 
On the 169th Year of the Seleucida, or 144th be¬ 
fore the Chriftian JEra, agrees very well with 
the State and Circumftances of the Jews at that 
Very time. For this very Year Jonathan, With 
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his Brother Simon, came home to Jerusalem with i Moca 
Victory j and this very Year , did Jonathan call *«• 33-3 
the Elders of the People together , and confult vith 
them: which was the propereft Seafon in the 
World for the Writing mch a publick Epiftle as 
this is. Nor could it have been well written, 
in the prefent Form, without any Name of a 
Prince or Governor at the Head of it, more than 
one Year later. Since the very Year following, 

Simon, was made not High-Prieft only, but Prince 
of the People of the Jews; and began to coin 
Money in his own Name; and had his Name in 
all fuch publick Writing as their Prince and Go¬ 
vernor j which was not lo till that time. This Ac- 
dttracy of Stile is a very great Confirmation of the 
genuine and authentick Nature of this Epiftle. 

( 6 .) This Epiftle appeals all along to publick 
Fads and Records, as vouchers for tne Truth of 
the feveral Particulars it afferts. Thus the in- 
ferted Epiftle of the Jerufalem Jews in the Days 
of Judas , to the Egyptian Jews, 21 Years before 
the Date of this, to defire their joining with 
them in the Obfervation of the Purification of 
the Temple and Altar, in the i88th [i48th] 

Year of the Seleucida, is dedicated to Ariftobulus 
the Jewifh Prieft, as Tutor to King Ptolemy * 

Whom we otherwife know* to have been that King’s 
Tutor, at that very time: and defire that Obfer¬ 
vation of the 25 th oT Cajleu by the Egyptian Jews, 

Which thole Jews, and all others, have thence 
obferv’d to this very Day. Thus We here find a 
publick Appeal to the King • of Perjia’s Trial, 
whether the thick Water taken out of that Pit 
in his Dominions, where the holy Fire had been 
hid, was kindled in an extraordinary Manner, 
dnd miraculoufly confumed the Sacrifice, on the 
newiy purified Altar bf Nehemiab •, and to the 
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foil,Satisfaction he had receiv’d on that Trial i 
We find alio a publick Appeal to the Inclofure 
of that Places by the King, whence this Water 
was taken to the Temple, which the King built 
there * and to the Gifts given the Jewifh Priefts, 
who were concern’d in that Affair, We here far¬ 
ther find a like publick Appeal to certain Re¬ 
cords, as then extant at Jerufalem, that Jeremiah 
the Prophet commanded the Priefts to hide the 
Fire of God’s Altar in a Pit, at the Babylonijh 
Captivity. We have ,alfb a publick Appeal to 
the like Records, that the fame Prophet Jeremiah 
gave the Captive Jews the lav* for Pentateuch] 
with a foie mu Charge, Not toforget thofe Com- 
joiatidments of the Lord * and with a folemn Ex¬ 
hortation to them, that this Law Jhotild rot depart 
from their Hearts. Which folemn Charge and Ex* 
hortation isflill extant, in the firft Book of Baruch, 
the-Seri be of Jeremiah , chap. iii. <y. —iv. 7. We 
have the like Appeal to the fame Records, that 
Jeremiah charged the fame Captives, that they 
Jhould mot .err in their Minds when they fav Images 
fif Silver, and Gold, with their Ornaments: which 
Bar. vi. » alfo ftill extant, and Rill called The .Epifie . 
,of Jeremiah to this Day. We have the like Ap* • 
peal to the like Records, that the fame Prophet 
Jeremiah was commanded to hide the old Taber* 
nacle, with the Ark, and Table of Shew-bread, 
in a Cave, near Mount Nebo, the Place where 
jMofes .climbed up, and Jaw the Heritage of Qod: 
but fo that it fhall not be difeovered till the Ap¬ 
pearance of the Sbecinah, in the laft Days. Which 
hiding,of the Ark at that time, is agreed upon 
by all the latter Jews 5 and fome of them agree 
•astothe Place where it is hid alfo. * Nay, we ate 
aflqred, that thefe things were alfo attefted to by 
foe Writings and Commentaries of Nehemias ; as 
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pleater Copies of that Age and Nation. None 
of which things contradidl any other genuine 
; Records of thofe Ages: nay, indeed, are ufually 
s confirmed by them. So that fince the Cafe is 
fo, that wherever We have the old Evidence pre- 
t ferv’d, we find thefe Accounts confirm’d : and 
we have not the leaft proper Evidence, that any 
- Part of them is falfe ; We ought for certain to 
: go by our Evidence, and to pronounce this Epiftle 
i to be genuine. 

i (7-)One ofthe ttioft exceptionableClaufes of this 
u Epiftle, Which is that concerning the Preferva- 
l fion of feme of the facred Veflels of theTem- 
pie, at its Deftru&ion, by the Chaldeans , and hid- 
l ing the feme by Jeremiah , is exprefly atfefted to 
L by Bartich, the Scribe of Jeremiah , in his Epi- 
I file to the nine Tribes and an half, preferv’d in 
i Syriack, and fet down in Engliih above, V. 14. and 
i by Eupolemus in Eujeb. Prap. IX. 39. See alfb a 
,■ ftrange Tradition of the Jews to this very Pur- 
; pofe,. Which has been already fet down out' of 
i Kpipbamus, pag. a 18, 219. fupri. 

| ’Tis true, that the Date oiJudas\ Letter, in- 
. ferted into this of the Jews, is in the 188th Year. 
. of the Seleucida, or no fewer than 19 Years after 
i the Letter whereinto it is inferted 5 and no fewer 
} than 36 Years after the Death of Judas. But 
' this is fi> eafily corrected, by putting the i48th : 
> inftead of the 188th Years; as the whole Hi- 
1 ftory of both the firft, and fecond of the Mac- 
j iahaes , with Jofephus , require us to do, that it 
deferves not to be look’d on as any confiderable 
Objection. If fuch a very fmall Miftake in a 
Number, corrected elfewherd in the feme Book, 
i is to fet afide ancient Records, on all other 
Accounts, genuine and authentick, We have hard* 
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1 y any truly ancient Records, (acred ot pro¬ 
fane, now extant in the World. 

’Tis true moreover,. that Antiochus is in Ju- 
Aas's Letter, (aid to be (lain in the Temple 
of the Goddefs [’Ava/'n? or] Nannea , in Elymait : 

± Mace.ix. while ’tis confelTed by the Author of this very 
" Book afterwards, that Antiochus Epiphanes died 
otherwife elfewhere, upon his return from Per fa, 
as Polybius alfo affirms. But certainly our Cri- 
ticks and Chronologers here utterly forget them- 
felves, when they interpret this Epiftle of Antio¬ 
chus Epiphanes, who was not dead when it was 
Written. It was for certain Antiochus the Great 
that is here meant, who in the Diftrefs he Was 
in upon his being beaten by the Romans, and 
oblig’d to pay great Sums annually to them, 
firfl attempted to rob the Temple of Jerufalem ; 
but was there repulfed: and then attempted to 
rob the Temple of the Sabian Idolaters in Perfa ; 
but there, as all agree, met with his Death, as 
this Epiftle informs us alfo. Nay, two Circum- 
ftances there are in this Account which (hew the 
ExSflnefs of thofe that wrote this Epiftle : the 
one, that though the, reft fay it was at the Tem¬ 
ple of Bel in Per pa : yet was there then no Tem¬ 
ple of Bel in Perjia at all •, nor indeed any one 
was * one in W °f that Goddefs here mentioned. And the o- 
the Days of ther, that though Antiochus Epiphanes, the bitter 
Daria*, Perfecutor of the Jews, perimed miferably, in 
Gtef.in l e (s than a Year after the Date of this Epiftle; 
® ar ‘ . yet is there mention of the perifhing of no other 
tMacc.' 1 ” than of their leffer Perfecutor, Antiochus the Great , 
vi. many Years before : of which Omiflion, no other 
&> Hyde de good Reafon, that I known of, can be given, but 
Reap. vet. this, that he was not dead when the Epiftle was 
written : or that it was not written at alt later 
than it pretends to be , which is a ftrong Chro- 
’ ' nological 
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fldlogical Character of the genuine Antiquity and 
Authority of the fame Epiltle. 

’Tis, laftly, true, that we find n b mention in 
the Hebrew Books of the Old Teftameht, or in 
. Jofepbus from his Hebrew Books, of this mitacu* 

•f lous kindling ofthg Fi™* naflftjhe A1»ar in the 
i Days of Nehemiab :nor of the' Obfervation of 
r the 2 5th of Cajleu on that Account.- But then, this 
t is very agreeable to the prefent Epiftle; which 
: fuppofes the Records lately colle&ed by Judas, 
i to be not generally known before at Jerufalem t 
\ nor known then in Egypt, nor indeed ever inferted 
r. into any Hebrew Books at all: to which Hebrew 
\ Books both Jofepbus and the latter Jews have al- 
ijiolt wholly confined themfelves. Yet is the 
Name of this Feftival in Jofepbus , cpa rot Lights , 

\> or Illuminations, in the pluralNumber, more agree- 
; able to a double Memorial, or to the Reftoration 
. of the Fires at the Altar of Jerufalem, both in 
the Days of Nehemiahi and in. thofe of Judas , 
{ then of the fingle Memorial of Judas only. Nor 
. indeed does the Dedication of the Fire on the 
Altar by Judas , when they Jlruck Stones together 
tp kindle that Fire, near fo well fuit the Name, 
Light or Illumination * in general, as did that fo* 
lemn Dedication by Nehemiab , when fuch an a- 
ijiazing Light or Fire was kindled by a miraculous 
Power. Of which Light or Fire, in that Manner 
; kindled , we lhall anon have luch abundant Evi- 
, dence produc’d, from another Quarter, as will 
, eafily put this Matter paft all fuch little Ob¬ 
jections whatfoever. 

Corollary - (i.) Our prefent Books of Jeremiah 
And Nehemiab are imperfeft, and want certain- 
intire Hiftories concerning them both, of great 
Importance, • relating to the Jewifh Nation and 
Religion. 

4 a Coroll.- 
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djoroll. (2.) It was not Etrah, as is commonly 
pretended by the modern Jews, but Nehemiah , 
who colle£ted and digefted the facred Books of 
the Old Teftaraent, alter the Captivity of Baby¬ 
lon. For fo are we here inform’d, that the Writing* 
jl; »j. and Commentaries of Nehemias reported, how he 
founded a Library, and gathered together the A&* 
of the Kings, and of the Prophets, and of David* 
and the Epiftles of the Kings concerning the holy 
Gifts. 

Coroll. (3.) The Copies of the Books of the 
Old Teftament, excepting perhaps the Penta¬ 
teuch and Pfalms of David, which were ever in 
conftant ufe with the Jewifh Nation y and, the 
firft of which had been peculiarly delivered to' 
the Captives in Babylon, by Jeremiah, as we have 
already Teen* were after the Perfecntion by 
AntiocbusEpiphanes,in a fomewhat confuted and im¬ 
peded State. This we learn by the exprefs Word* 
of this very Epiftle of the Jenfalem Jews *, Who* j 
of all the Jews in the World, had the beft Reafon 
to known it. Thefe Books are feid by them to 
be 5to7rtirTfioK.«"l« in the Greek, difperfa in the 
riack, fj{u& deciderant in the vulgar Latin: alt 
diredly implying the fame thing And no Won¬ 
der, confidering the barbarous Cruelty of that 
r Xdaa. i. wicked King to all that kept Copies of them'* and 
I 6 ’ his utmoft Efforts to deftroy or disfigure them. 
m - 4 • Coroll. (4.) It was Judas Maecabms who was 1 
the Colledtor and Digefter of thofe (acred Books, 
after that Perfecntion by Antiocbusy as the Words 
* Mm;, here are exprefs : In like Manner alfo, Judas ga- 
m . 14,. thered together all thefe that verb loft, or difpers’d, 
or diforder’d, by reafon of the War they bad ; and 
they then remained vith them, at Jerufalem. 

Coroll.- (y.) The Jerufalem Jews fuppofed, that 
Egyptian Jews hsSKfijll more imperfe& Co- 
- _ pies 
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pies of fome of their (acred Books 5 and there¬ 
fore they offer them Copies of their Colle&ion, 
x if they wanted them : If you have need of them , 

!r lay the ferufalem Jews, to the Egyptian, fend 
tr fome to fetch . them unto you. Of which Imper- 
t fe&iqn of the Egyptian Copies, above a Cen- 

& tury ealier, we have the Teftimony of Arijleas 
m alfo : when he allures us, that Demetrius Pbalereus $ 

In wrote thus to Ptolemy Philadelphus, * The Cha- 
‘ radier [or Copies] of the Jewifh Books are not 
ft f lo good as they ought to be: as ’tis reported by 
;nl * thofe that have feen them •, which has happen- 
:r 1 * ed, becaufe they have not had Royal Care em- 

, t * ploy’d about them. And it would be very pro- 
:e£ * per for you to have thofe Books eiaftly tran- 

i\i * lcrib’d, and tranflated, &c. And ’tis very 
mi probable the Egyptian Jews accepted this offer of 
nil: the Jerufcdem Jews 5 and did fend and fetch thefe 
1 Copies they then wanted. For the Book of Banuh , 
if which is the only Record here appeal’d to that 
ea! is ftill preferv’d, comes to us from the Egyptian or 
0 Alexandrian Jews and that id the Helteniftical 
Greek Tongue only : while the Jews of Jerufalent 
i ; ■ feem afterward to have loft, or difregarded the 
j fame Records, as not being written by any Pro- 
| f phet, nor preferv’d in the fame Hebrew Tongue 
i.j with their other Scriptures. 

Coroll. (6.) Hence we may learn where the 
A very Tabernacle of Mofes , with its very Ark, 
ojj [including the two Tables of Stone, ana.their 
o,} ten Commandments, and] the Altar of Incenfe, * 

.. are at this Day: I mean, that they are lodged 
’ fl ; in a Cave, near Mount Nebo, not far from the 
", Place where Mofes law the Land of Promife •, 

’ but where they are concealed from all Mankind: 
ft and, as we are here inform’d, No Manknowcth of z m.w. ii. 
f them to this Day •, and their Place fall be unknown 7, 8 . 

> " • '' Q.? 
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until the time that God gather his People [the Jews'] 
again together , and receive them unto Mercy. Then 
Jhall the Lord Jhew them thefe Things $ and the 
Glory of the Lord Jhall appear $ and the Cloud alfo, 
as it was Jhewed unto Mofes. 

Coroll. (7.) Since the facrejd Books of the Jews 
.were all along to be reported in the Tabernacle, 
and afterward in the Temple, there is great Rea* 
Ion to hope, that exaCf Copies of all thofe facred 
Books that were extant in the Days of Jeremiah, 
ijVere by him repofited in that Tabernacle, wheri 
he put it in the Cave : as well as we are here 
affined, that the Ark, [with its original two Tables, 
or ten Commandments] and the Altar of Incenfe, 
were fo repofited by him. So that whatevet 
Imperfections, Corruptions, or Diforders our pre* 
fent Copies labour under, which are evidently 
neither few in Number, nor fmall in Quality, 
we have no Reafon to defpair, but that at the 
time of the Jews Reftoratiori, perfeCt, if not ori¬ 
ginal Copies will hence be again recovered to 
that Nation $ and by their Means to all the 
World. And furely, upon fuch an Occafion, all 
good Chriftians will be ready to cry out alfo 
with the Pfalmift, Remember us, O Lord, in the 
Tfal cvi. ■F avovr of thy People ; and vifit us in thy Salvation. 
*1 5- To fee thy Beauty to thy chofen ones: to rejoice, in 
the Gladnefs of thy Nation : to glory with thine In¬ 
heritance. Amen. 4 me t>- 
Goroll. (S-) We hiay hence learn to free our 
• felves from the wild Perplexity learned Men 
have been in fince the fecond Century, efpecially 
fince the Days of Origen and Jerom, about the 
compleat Catalogue of facred Books belonging to 
the Old Teftament. Thefe learned Men fuffered 
themfelves to be gradually perfuaded by the 
Jews of their times, to difefteem all the old Re* 
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cqrds of that Nation, excepting thofe that had ‘ 
been preferv’d in Hebrew: while it is moft evi¬ 
dent, that feme of their old Records preferv’d in 
Chaldee, as Tobit and Judith •$ as well-as -many 
others of them preferv’d in; Greek • fueh as 
i Efdras the ^Scribe, and 2 Efdras the Prophet 
£ Wiulom, Ecelefiafticus, Bantch, 2 Maccabees ~ &e. 
ci were originally owned bylhat N^tiort-, as true 
^ and authentick and were as cdnftabtVy oym'ed 
l : by the Babylonian and Hellevift Jew's, as, v/hre 
h : the reft by the Hebrews in Judea. '■ And thbugh 
in the New Teftament, and in Jofephus, the 
, i Hebrew Canon of Jernfalem was principally, and 
• l f almoft only cited as facred in Judea: yet did. 

® theApoftles, and their Companions that travel- 
If led among the Babylonian or Hellenifl Jews, con¬ 
i' ftantly find thofe other Books acknowledged as 
facred by them alfe, and conftantly cited them 
£ as fuch, upon all Occafions. See Supplement to 
i! the EJJay on the Did Teftament , p. 47, 48. Nor is 

I it improbable thatCopies of feveral of tho CeEaftern 
c - Jewifh Books, written in Ajftyria, or Perfta , and Chal- 

aea 4 fuch as Tobit and Judith, and perhaps the 

II 1 ft and 2d Book? of the Prophet Ezrab or Efdras, 

1 written in that, or perhaps feme of it rather in the 
1 ancientPerJick, the Language of the Country where 

■ he prophefied, migfifnot be recovered by any of 4#/</.i.3, 
the more Jfeftern Jews, till the Time of the grand 
* Collection, in the Days of Ptolemy Philadelphus $ 
who would naturally gather thefe for his Library, 

“ among the reft. _ Accordingly, we have ftill ej- 
® tant the Septuagint or Alexandrian Greek Verfion 
;S of Tobit and Judith. And as for thefe Books of 
( Ejzrah or Ejdras, that Verfion of them was extant 
| without ditpute, in the firft and fecond Centuries 
\ of the Gofpel $ and the-old Latin or Italick Ver- 
l fion from that Greek is what we have extant at 
< . Q 4 this 
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this Day. And» indeed, to the wonderful Pro¬ 
vidence of the Colledion of the Alexandrian 
library, by Philadelphia , it is probably owing, 
that lb many of thofe Jewilh Books that were not 
jsmtten in the Hebrew , or in Judea, are ftill pre¬ 
serv’d ■, though the Jews, ever lince the Days of 
Parchocab, especially in the Days of Qrigett and 
Jerom , and by their Means, have prodigjoufly, 
though unjuftly, diminifhed and weakened their 
Authority and Value among Chriftians. Of all 
which Matters more hereafter. 




PROPOSITION* 

fhat ancient Sefl of the Magians in Media 
and Perfia, which reje&ed the groffefi Ido¬ 
latry } or the tvorfhip of Images and Idols y 
and yet Paid extraordinary Refpeft to the 
Sftn, to Fire, and to the other Elements ; frfi 
arofe upon the Captivity and Difperfwn of 
the ten Tribes into thofe Countries $ and was 
a Mixture of the old §abian or grofs Idola¬ 
try, and of the Religion of thofe Tribes. See 
Hyde Relig. vet. Perf p. 4, 5.17. 19. 87, 
$8. 9$. 101. io$. xo8. 120, 121. 12;, 
124. 127, ifc. 1 j 8. 27 6 . 366. 

The Arguments follow: 

(1.) r | ^HIS Reformation of the grofieft Part 
| of the Sabian Idolatry in this Empire, 
could not come from any other People but the 
Jfraelittes. And the reafon of this is plain, be- 
caufe all the other nations of the known World 
were at that time Sahians or grofs Idolaters them- 
felvesj and, by confequence, could never con¬ 
tribute to the Corrosion of fuch Idolatry; in this 
^Empire. ’Tis true, tbefe ten Tribes were ge¬ 
nerally themfelyes, in a lower Senfe, Idolaters, 
and had long worshipped Golden Gxhes at Dan 
and Bethel before their Captivity ; but then. 
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this was not defigned as grofs or Sabian Idolatry,, 
the worfhip of falfe Gods, or of their Images, 
but as the worfhip of Reprefentations of the true 
God only : while all the reft of the World had 
Jong been Worfhippers of falfe Gods, and any 
the vileft Images or Reprefentations of them. For 
Gen. xiv. ever fince the Days of Abraham, when Melcbife - 
18,19,10. dek had preferved the worfhip of God at Jeru- 
job. xxx'u falem *, and fince the Days of Job, a little later, 
i*> » 7 > *8' when the Countries where he and all his four 
Friends lived, though not far from Chaldea, ftill 
efteemed fuch Idolatry highly criminal 5 we 
meet with no other People in all our ancient 
Hiftories that were free from Sabianlfm or grofs 
Idolatry: to be fure with hone in the Neighbour¬ 
hood of Media and Perfa, at the time we are 
■ now- treating of, but the Jews only. So that 

] without flie* Suppofal of a new Revelation from 

God, apd that fupported by the moft evident 
Miracles •, of which we have not the leaft Inti¬ 
mation in thefe earlieft times among the Msdes 
and Perfaus ; we are obliged to fuppofe, that luch 
> an eminent Reformation as this of the Magians j 

certainly attempted before Zerduft, and certain¬ 
ly compleated under him, muft have come from 
the Nation of the Jews, and from no other. And 
if we confider that firm and undoubted Belief of 
the Truth, and that great Zeal for the Propaga¬ 
tion of their Religion which that Nation ftill 
had *, as well as the uncommon Opportunity of 
doing it now in their Hands, by the widenefs 
of their Difperfion over thefe Countries y we fhall 
not be furprized at their attempting the fame. 
Nor, indeed, if we withal refleft on the groffnefs 
of the Sabian Idolatry, and the deplorable Igno¬ 
rance of its ProfefTors, fhall we bp much fur- 
fc priz’d at their Succefs therein : efpecially if we 

’ obferye. 
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obferve that fuch an attempt for a partial Rei 
formation as this, might be greatly aflilted by Di- 
.vihe Providence, and perhaps was particularly in- 
j. tended in the Difperfion of the nine Tribes and an 
p, half there: as a Preparative for that much mare im- 

•i portant Reformation it felf, which their famousJLe- 
r# gijlator TLerduJIit intirely brought about afterwards. 
te (2.) The mofi: ancient Account that we meet 
p with concerning the Rife of thefe Magians, is a lit- 

| tie after this Captivity of the ten Tribes ; and not 

!' fooner. Chronologers well know, that thefe Tribes 

j had been in part carried Captive into Ajfyria t 

' f which then included Media and Perjta, by Pul jin 

‘' greater part by Tiglath ■ Pul-ajar ; and in general by 

® Salman azar •, three Kings of Ajjyria. They alfo 

■ know, that loon after that laft and principal 

' Captivity, Senacherib, the Succeffor of Salman - 

’ a far, perifhed near JeruJalem \ and that the very 

fame, or the very nextYear, Deioces broke off From 
; the Ajfyrian Empire, and fet up the Kingdom of the 

• Msdes at Ecbatana: which in two or three Genera¬ 
tions deftroyed that part of the Afyrian Empire 
•, whofe Capital was Niniveh , and poflefs’d them* 

■ felves of all thofe its Northern Provinces, into 
which the nine Tribes and an half had been chiefly 
flattered. They alfo well know, that the Medes 
and Perjians , under Darius and Cyrus, did after* 

j wards conquer thofe Southern Provinces of the 

' fame Empire, into which the two Tribes and an 

; half had been alfo flattered : which Southern parts 

; had been diftindtly ftiled the Babylonian Empire. 

Before the former of which Captivities we meet 
with no authentick Account of thefe Magians 
at all. For it’does not appear that thofe Eajiern 
Kings of the Medes, mentioned by the Perjian and 
Arabian Hiftories as elder then Zerduflti, whofe 
Capital was IJlachar or Per ftipolis (if that Name de¬ 
note 
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Bote this City, and not Rags,) and who were of 
the Magiatt Religion, were earlier than that Cap* 
tivity. For after all the learned Dr.Hyde’s fearch, 
he confejflfes that, * As to the Times of the Ajfy- 
f rian Monarchy, we know nothing about thefe 

* Matters : and that JCeyomaras was the firft that 
Hyk p. i fet up the [Eafleni] Kingdom of the Medes * 

19 ’ * and was alfo their firft Reformer and Legijlator \ 
Nor is this Dr. Hyde, who has fo great a mind 
to raife the Magians much higher, able to bring 
any real Evidence till that time ; as any one may 
fee in the VHIth Chapter of his Religio Vet erum 
Perfarvm. Nay, he informs us, from their own 
Records, that ‘ Apbaridun, one of the old Kings 

* of the Medes, built the earlieft Magian Fire* 
t* I J 3 * * Temple’. And can name no more than {even 
ibid. or eight fpch Temples before ZerduJfjt himfelf; 

who, as we fhall prove by and by, liyed not till 
the Days of Artaxerxss Mnemon. 

(3.) One of the earlieft Teftimpnies of all, fair* 
ly implies, that the Magian Religion arofe from 
that of the Jews- For they fay that Hujhangh , one 
of the moft ancient Kings of the Medes, was after¬ 
wards claim’d by the Magians , that he was a Fire 
jPorfiipper in their Way, or one of their Party 
• *' in Religion. While the Jew? claimed him, that 
fcr.xxxix h® was of theirs. And whether Rab-Mag, one of 
\. 13. Nebuchadnezzar’s Captains, was not, as his Name 
Signifies, the Governor of the Babylonian Magians, 
may deferye enquiry. If lo, thefe Magians were 
not only in Media and Perfia, where the ten 
Tribes were at firft djfperfed, but at Babylon alfo; 
whither the tvvo Tribes were then to be carried 
Captives. 

(4J Thefe old Magiatts had one fundamental 
p, 95. ex'. Practice, I mean that ofworlhipping the One Trap 
3 berodot* Cod, the Creator of the World, by or before 

... ' V. Fire •* 
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1 Fire: and this at firft on the tops of Mountains* 
Without any Walls encompaffing them 5 and then 
on the feme tops of Mountains, with Walls: but 
| without a Covering or Cupola 5 as we fhall fee here- 

» after.* Now this isfo like the worfhip of the ten 
Is Tribes with Fire on an Altar upon the. hi|h 
’! Places 5 and at the Temple, on Mount Moriah , in 
ir’ the open Air, within the Walls of the inner Court 
it of the Temple : the former by the greater Idola- 
'« trous part, and the latter by the finaller part of 
« God’s true Worfhippers, that no other original but 
« this will agree to the Fa£ts#oncemed. And, indeed, 
in the eta&nefs of the Coincidence, both as to the 
h Practices themfelves, and as to the Time of the 
it Difberfion of the Jews in thefe Countries agreeing 
s with the begining of thofe Praffices, perfuades us 
& to feek for no otherOrigin than that before us. Nor 
t need I fet down theParallelifm of the Pra&ices of 
the Jfraelites and of the Magians in this refpeft, in 
e any other Words then thofe of Dr. Hyde. * As the t: 1 5 ®* 

i * Jews confefled their Sins to God in the Temple, 

1 * while the facred Fire was burning by them* fo 

i *' did the Perfam confefs their Sins to God, while 

* the facred Fire was burning by them. And as 
f * the Jews were obliged to perform other Miniftra* 

i * tions, as well as to keep the Fire in Day and 

f * Nighty fowas it with the Persians. Thefe are 

1 * therefore no more Prieftsof the Fire, then were 

§ ‘ the Jewifh Priefts : while it was both theirDuties 

c * to take care of the Fire, and of their other Mi- 

1 ‘ niftrations, and to attend upon them by Night, 

i ‘ as well as by Day’. 

; (5.) This Origin of the partial Reformation of 

the divine Worfhip by the Magians in thefe 
i Countries, as derived from the Jews in Captivity 

! among them, is not a little confirm’d by the like 

j Origin of their Aftronomy. Our late great A- 

ftronomer 
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Troh&m. ftronomer Mr. Flamjleed has truly obfery’d, and 
4 »t. Obfer- fully proved, that the Chaldeans themfelves, how 
vat > famous foever they afterward, became for their 
Aftronomy, did not make a Dial, npr obferve 
one Eclipfe aftronomically, till after the Difper- 
lion of the ten Tribe? of Ifrael into thole Coun¬ 
tries. Nor does their famous AJlronomical Canon 
begin till after the two former "of thofe Difper- 
iions. Neither did thofe Aftronomers make ufo 
of any other Year than what the (fraelites were 
in Poffeffion of, from the Inftru&ions of Enochs 
of 365 Days j of whigh hereafter. So that all 
x the foundations they went upon in Aftronomy, 
feem to have come to them from the Jews: tho* it 
muft be confefs’d, the Chaldeans carried that Science 
much farther afterward, than the Jews had done 
before : nor can it be denied, that they afterward 
perverted it alfo to the wicked Purpofes of Ju-, 
dicial Aftrology 5 the Account of the Origin of 
which alfo they might have from the fame Jews, 
out of this Book of Enoch : but which thofe Jews 
never appear to have either learned themfelves,' 
or taught the Chaldeans. Now if it be highly 
probable, that thefe Heathen Nations learned’ 
their Aftronomy from the captive IJraelitss , it 
will not be improbable that they learned from 
them their Divinity alfo: fo far only, I mean, as to 
reform their intolerably grofs Sabianifm into the' 
much more tolerable Magianifm: which Refor¬ 
mation appears to have happened foon after the" 
time that the Ifraelites firft came among them. 
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PROPOSITION. 


Zerdufht, the famous Reformer and Legijla• 
tor of the Medes and Perfians, called by 
the Greeks, according to the Name of a 
much elder Philofopher , Zoroaftres, did not 
appear in Perfia in the Days of Darius 
Hyftafps, but in Baftria, in the Days of 
Artaxerxes Mnemon : about the 22d Tear 
of his Reign. 

The Reafons follow: 

(1.) f'pHE King to whom ’Lerdujht firftapply- 1 
JL ed himlelf, and whom, after a while, he 
converted to his Religion, as all agree, was one 
Guftafp, the Son of Lorafp. Now why Darius 
Ihould be fuppos’d to be Guftafp , as the latter Per- 
ftans and Arabians imagine, I cannot tell: lince the 
Name Guftafp has no affinity at all with Darius; 
efpecially while we meet with one whole Name 
was in Greek Hyftafp , which feems not different jj efl) j oK 
from the Per fan Guftjap , as a King or Governor at vil. 64. 
Ba 9 ria in the very next Generation. 

(2.) Lohrafp , the Father of Guftafp , had been „ . 

. himfelf a King, and had refigned his Crpwn to 
his Son Guftafp * which was not true of Hyftafpes , 
fhe Father of Darius * who was no- more than a 
Captain under Cyrus and Cambyfes. 


(?•) Am- 
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(3.) Ammianus Marcellinus affirms, that HyJ- 
tafpes, a King, travelled into India, and convert¬ 
ed with the Bracbmans, and communicated the 
Learning he there gain’d to the Magians. Which 
Hyfafpes, indeed, he calls the Father of Darius: 
while it is certain he Was not a King, and very 
improbable that a military Captain in Per fa 
fhould travel for Philofophy into India ; While 
it is very probable that this great Magian, the 
true Hyfafpes or Gtifajp , a King of Baffria, in 
the Neighbourhood of India, might travel thither 
for that Purpofe. 

(4.) The Country where Zerivfht firffc convert¬ 
ed the King, and eftablilhed his Religion, as al- 
moft all agree, was not Per fa, but BaBria : not 
the Place where one whole Name was Darius 
was then King, but where one whofe Name was’ 
HyJlafp or Gujlafp was fo. Accordingly, the Hi- 
ftorians informs us, that when Lorafp refigned 
his Crown to his Son Gvftafp, he refided at Balch 
in Baftria. Though ’tis not improbable Zer-dnfht, 
after his firft Succefs in Baftria, might addrefs' 
himfelf to the then King of Perfa, (_Artaxerxes 
Mnemon~\ at Pcrfepolis •, and by that King of 
Perfa's Authority might procure his Religion to 
be eftablifhed through that Monarchy : as the 
Perfian and Arabian Hiftories inform bs. 

(5.) Lorafp, the Father of Gufafp, could not 
be the fame Perfon With Hyfafpes, the Father of 
Darius, becaufe Lorafp was flain but a little af¬ 
ter Zerduft himfelf was (lain 5 and not fboner 
than the 3 5th Year of Darius the Perfan : ar 
Dean Prtdeattx does and muft determine, upon 
the Hypothefis that Gufafp was this Darius, and 
Lorafp his Father. For this will imply, that 
HyfaJ'pes was not only alive, but a Warrior, or 

General 
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General of an Array, at about 93 Years of Age: 
as Dean Prideaux himfelf computes it. Nor is f r '^f * 21 7 
there any reafon to fuppofe, that this Lorafp 
the Father, who had.been the King, fhould after 
his Refignation of his Crown to his Son, become 
tributary to that Son, and fubmit to become a 
General under him at the Age of 93. This is 
t6o grofs to be'believ’d. 

(6.) Hoftanes, one of the Magi, is reported to 
have gone with Xerxes , the Son of Darius, into 
Greece , and to have perfuaded him to demolifh 
the Idol Temples there. And yet we are told, 
that Zoroaftres [or Zerduftjt] was either this Ho- Hyde, 
ftanes "s Scholar or Grandfon : which implies, that ?• 2 7 °*, 
this Zoroaftres or Zerduftjt was by no means fo jirnob ' 
ancient as the Days of Darius Hyftafpis. 

(7.) TheHiftorians affine us, that Zerdujht did 
not apply himfelf to King Guftafp till he had 
reigned above 30 Years 5 that at firft this King 
did not become his Profelyte $ that after he did Hyde, pi 
fo, this Religion ftruggled a long while againft 313-325. 
much Opjpofition, and was not, without great 
Difficulty, carried through the Perftan Empire 5 
that the King of the Scythians , who would not 
comply, fought with', and defeated this Guftafp , 
flew Zerdujht, and demolifh’d all the Fire-Tem¬ 
ples in BaBria 5 that afterward this Guftafp re¬ 
venged the Affront, and beat the Scythian, and 
drove him out of the Province, and rebuilt all 
thofe Fire-Temples, and efpecially the principal 
one at Batch in BaBria, and became their High- 1 ’ l 9 * 
Prieft himfelf there. Now all this muft have 
happened after the 30th, and before the 3jth 
Year of the Reign of Darius, if he were Guftafp \ 
fince We .know, that in his 35th Year, as Dean 
Prideaux confefles, he was in the Weftern Partd 
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of his Dominions, confulting about an Egyptian, 
and a Grecian War ; and yet he died in the 36th 
Year. Nay, Dr. Hyde himfelf, who is fo fond 
of that Hypothefis, does yet here freely acknow¬ 
ledge, that his wonderful that all the great things 
Zerdujbt did, could be done in fo very fhort a 
time as four or five Years* he fhould have laid, 
of three orTour Years. Another jvould have faid, 
’tis plainly abfurd and htipojfible. 

f8.) Zerduft wrote alio twelve very large 
Books, during the time of his Reformation * or 
between the 30th and 3 5th Year of the Reign of 
Darius, if he were Gujiafp. Which Books alone 
Dr. Hyde allows he could not write in fb few 
Years. So that, by the Do&or’s own Confefhon, 
he could not well be that Gujiafp who is here 
meant. 

(9.) The Hiftorians fay, that. Gujiafp had an 
eldeft Son, whofe Name was Pijlntun or Bajhuten y 
and that he had 38 Sons flain in his religious 
Wars againft the Scythians. Which things no way 
agree to Darius , who had no Son of the like 
Name y and no more than feven Sons in all y 
who never is related to have engag’d in any fnch 
religious War againft the Scythians', and who, 
indeed, had his Royal Seats at Babylon , Sufa, 
Verfepolis, or Ecbatana, all fb very remote from 
Batfria, and the Scythians , that there is not the 
leaft probability that he ever had himfelf any 
foch War with that Nation. Upon the whole, 
this modern Interpretation of the ancient Tefti- 
monies, as if Gujiafp, the Son of Lorafp, were 
Darius, the Son of Hyjlafpes , feem to me utterly 
groundless and indefensible. 

(9-) The Prediction concerning this great Re¬ 
formation of the Medo-perfan Empire irom Ido¬ 
latry, 
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latry, was not given till the Days of the Prophet 
Efdras ; who lived under Artaxerxes \Mnemon^\ as 
himfelf allures us. This Prediction is a moft re¬ 
markable one, and is contained in the two firffc 
Chapters of the fourth Book of Efdras: which we * *6-6$ 
have already proved to be genuine. Now to e ‘ 
fuppofe Z erdujht to have lived under Darius Hy 
JiafptSy and in his Days to have made that Re¬ 
formation, which wa* sot foretold till the Days 
of Artaxerxes Mnemon , the Son of his great 
Grandfon, is perfectly abfurd and unaccouat- 
able. 

, (la.) But what ought mtirely to determine this 
Point, even without Recourfe to the Prophecy of 
Efdras, is this •, that all the Heathen Greek writ¬ 
ers, who lived neareft to the time of this Dariiit 
Hyjlafpis, and were the beft acquainted with the 
Affairs of the Perfians , never fey one Word of this 
Reformation or Legislation by Zerdujhi in that 
Reign, but the contrary: and that no ancient Greek 
Writer before Plato, who wrote not till the Days 
of Artaxerxes Mnemon, gives any Account of that 
Zerdufht or Z oroajires at all, as fuch a Reformer 
and Legiflator. Thus Herodotus, who was borrt j t Ijv 
within a Year or two of this Darius Hyjlajpis’s 
Death, and died not till the latter end of Da- 
tins Neitbus, his great Grandfon •, when he gives 
Us a large Account of the Magtan Religion, and 
Worfhip, and Sacrifices, among thePerfians, di- * 
teftly informs us, that the Perfians Were then Ido- • 
laters though Without Statues or Images 5 that, 
they then had no Temples, nor Altarsj nor fecred 
Tires -, nay, that they then thought thofe who 
had either Images, or Temples, or Altars, to be 
diffracted. That they did indeed offer Sacrifices 
to Jupiter , to the Sun, to the Moon, and to the 
R 2 Edy 
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Elements j to Earth, Water, Fire , ,and Winds • 
together with Minerva, or Fbnis Mylitta $• but 
did not burn thofe Sacrifices. Which Account 
of Herodotus is utterly inconfiftent with any Per- 
fan Reformation or Legiflation by Xerdupt, as 
known by him in the 20th of Artanerr.es Long* 
maims, when he firft read his Hiftory at the 
Olympick Games •, or rather as known by him lb 
late as when he put his idSt Hand to it, towards 
the end of the Reign of Darius Not bus. Thus 
when Strabo had taken out of Herodotus what he 
xv. N° pleafed, as to the elder State of the Perfan Ma • 
73 *> 733 - gians [before Z erdufit] when they had no Altars; 
he comes to the Accounts of the latter Magians 
[after Xerduft] when they had both Temples, 

. and Altars, and Fires in thofe Temples, and up¬ 
on thofe Altars; and he calls thofe Temples di* 
re£tly ■sni^aa Fire-Temples , and all this as an 
Eye witnefs alfo : which greatly confirms the 
Teftimony of Herodotus, and contradicts the 
Hypothecs of the latter Perfems■ and Arabians, 
when they would have their Z erdufit to live as 
early as Darius Hyfafpis. Thus Ctefas, who con¬ 
tinued his Perfan Hiftory till the third Year of 
the 93th Olympiad, or the feventh of Artaxerxes 
Mnsmon, is perfectly lilent as to the Matter of 
Z erdufit. Thus Xenophon allb, whole Hiftory of 
the Perfan War between Artaxerxes Mnemon, 
, and his Brother Cyrus Minor, belongs to the 
fourth and fifth Years of the fame Artaxerxes, is 
equally filent. Nay, thus Tbucidides, whofe Hi* 
ftory of the Affairs of Greece, as interwoven 
with thofe of Perfia , ended but 10 Years fooner, 
in the 12 th of Darius Notbus, has not one Sylla¬ 
ble of the fame Matter. Which Teftimony of 
Herodotus •, Approbation of Strabo ; and Silence 
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of Ctefias, Xenophon, and Thucidides , who had all 
fuch great Opportunities of knowing fo great a 
Revolution in the Religion of the Perjian Em¬ 
pire, as this by Zerdufit, had it been before, that 
time, ought for ever to put to filence the Hy¬ 
pothecs of the latter Perjian and Arabian Hifto- 
rians j and to oblige us not to look for it till the 
Reign of Artaxerxes Mnemon. 

But then, if we Obferve, that fbme time af¬ 
ter the Days of Darius, there was certainly one 
Hyjlafpes, or Gujlafp, the Son of Darius, by the 
Daughter of Cyrus, as Herodotus, and Diodorus Hcrodot. 
inform us, who was Governor of Ba&ria 5 it is 
much more likely, that upon his having married ^ 
the Daughter of Cyrus the Great, his Government 
was afterward turned into a Kingdom * and that 
he had a Son whofe Name was Lorafp, and by 
him a Grandfon, whofe Name was Hyjlafpes or 
Gujlafp j and that this his Grandfon was that 
Gujlafp, the Son of Lorafp, in whofe Days, and 
under whofe Dominion, and Patronage, Z.erdujbt 
began and accoinplifhed his great Reformation. 

Nor can the Perjian and Arabian Hiftorians be, 
upon any other foundation, at all reconciled to 
ancient Hiftory and Chronology. But that in the 
Days of Artaxerxes Mnemon, when Plato wrote his 
Arcibiades, this Zerdufit or Zoroajlreshad intirely 
fettled his new Religion in Perjia is plain, be- 
caufe, he allures us, ‘ that the Heirs of that 
‘ Kingdom were then to be brought up in his Ap. Hyde ', 

* Religion-, and this as a neceflary Qualifica- M74.375- 

* tion for their Entry on the fame Government’. 

Since, therefore, we have proved, that Zerdujht’s 
Reformation was not heard of in Perfia, in the 
beginning of Artaxerxes Mnemon s Reign and 
fine? Plato’s Arcibiades, which mentions him as 
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having then fettled his Reformation, was among 
the fim Writings of Plato , after he returned 
from his Travels 5 which all place before the 
end of his Reign; it will be reafonable to place 
the beginning of that Reformation near the mid-, 
die of that Interval, or about the 21ft, 2 2d, or 23d 
Tears of the fame Reign of Artaxerxes Mpemon. 
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PROPOSITION. 

The Religion which Zerdulht ejlab lifted thro * 
the Medo-perfian Empire , was the True 
and Divine Religion of the Jews ; only 
without Circumcifion : as it was in the elder 
Days of Abraham. 

T H E Proof of this Propofition is to be taken 
from the exa£t Refemblance there is be¬ 
tween thefe two Religions : which will be little 
lels than a Demonftration, that they were, at 
the bottom, of the fame Divine Original and In- 
ftitution. Thu6 the learned Dr. Hyde , who is 
the principal Author that has fearched the Perfick 
and Arabick Records, concerning the Religion of 
the ancient Perjians , informs us, that the pro¬ 
per and peculiar Name and Character of this Per- 
fan Inftitution, owned by its Profeflors, is that 
of The Religion of Abraham •, and of the Z enda- 
vefta it felf, which is the Bible of this Religion, 
that it dras the Book of Abraham : and they pre¬ 
tend that Z erdujht was only a Reformer of thole 
Errors and wicked Pra&ices, which had, in latter 
Ages*. crept into Media and Perfia y lince the Days 
of Abraham. Thus we find in thofe Records, the 
lame worlhip of the One True God, the Creator 
of Heaven and Earth * with the fame full acknow¬ 
ledgment of his divine and incommunicable At¬ 
tributes, which the Jews, and only the Jews in 
thofe Ages profefs’d. Thus the Followers pf-Zsr- 
dujht abhorred all grofs Idolatry, and the worlhip 
pf Images, as did the Jews, and they only. And 
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tbo’ their worfhipping before the Holy Fire that 
was upon their Altars, or before the Sun, has been 
a long while objected to them as idolatrous, yet do 
they ever zealoufly deny any fuch idolatrous Pur* 
pofes whatfoever: and affirm, that their Prayers 
and Confeffions of Sin are never made to that Fire, 
f. ?t. 17 6. nor to any other Being but to the One True God 
c. xxiv. alone. Thus they fpeak of Adam, and Eve, of 
P‘ JoJeph, and Mojes, of David, and his Pfalms, of 

p. 396.' Elijah, of Jeremiah, of Daniel, and efpecially of 
314,315. Ezrah 3 and they fay, that their Reformer Z er- 
dujl)t was the Servant or Difciple of fome of thefe 
Jewifh Prophets: which we (hall find was true of 
the Prophet Ezrah, or Efdras. Thus the ProfeHors 
of the Religion of Z erdujht abhorred Serpents, | 
*.116.305, which the Idolaters or Sabians adored: as if the 
306. 460’ Hiftory of the Fall of Adam, by the Temptation 
of a Serpent, were known to them. Thus Zcr- 
*164165. ^ }t ^ n f° rrne d them, that God made the World 
’ 5 * in fix Periods: which naturally correfpond to the 
fix Days of Creation, in the Book of GeneJis: in a 
Memorial whereof they have ftill a fort of a Week 
£ , 9 . 439 . of (even and eight Days, by turns, to fuit their 
Weeks to their Months. 

Thus their famous Dodfrine is well known of a 
C ijc. Good and Evil Being, of Oromazdes and Ari- 
XXII. inavius, or of Light and Darknefs, as of two op* 
polite Powers, the former Eternal and the latter 
Created 3 but under a continual ftruggle and don* 
teft, till the end of,the World : when the Good 
Being will conquer the Evil One, and will ren* . 
der all his Creatures happy at the general Refur* 
rediion. This is fo evidently derivM from the 
Trid. Jewifh Revelation, that, in the Words of Dean 

( j 0 ” nc <’ Erideaux, it plainly Jhews its Author to have been 

JJydcpAit ve ^ vers 'din the SacredWritings of thejewijl) Religi’ 

173,174.0 on •' 1 may add, and to have fully believed t£r«alfo. 

xxxiii. ThUS I 
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Thus the Followers of Zerdujht have the very fame 
Belief of Paradife, of Heaven, and Hell with the P • 383- 43 * 
Jews* the very fame Opinion of good and evil 6 - 437 ‘ 
Angles, and of their various Names, Offices, and 
Employments in the World, that we meet with e- x { x . xx ‘) 
very where in the Old Tejiament. Thus that fun- 44®. 447 . 
damential Pradtice of thofe that followed Z er - 448 - 
dujl)t y of taking care of Fires, and above all, of 
building Fire-Temples every where, with perpe- Mu¬ 
tual Fires in them 5 of choofing out the Wood for 
the feeding thofe Fires; of not kindling them from 
common Fires of worfhipping, confeffing, and 4 8 ^ 457 * 
fin gin g before them, with the ufe of Incenfe, ^.355,35^. 
with white Garments, Proftrations, Wafhings, M 44 - &*• 
or Baptifms, Sacrifices, reading the Zend, Prayers, ?• 12, 
Praifes, Muffitations, andOaths before thofe Fires * 
are juft like what the Jews did with regard to 
the perpetual Fire on the Altar of the Temple 
of Jerufalem. Thus thefe Followers of Z erdufit 
had their three Orders of Hierarchy -, as had the cxxvill, 
Jews their High Prieft, Priefts, and LeVites: and, XXX. 
like them, did they preferve thofe Dignities in 
the fame Families continually: with the Allow¬ 
ance of Tiths and Oblations for their Maintain- 
ance. Thus had they only One High-Priefl, as had f 440448. 
the Jews, and One grand Temple, at Balch in 
BaSria to which every one of the Religion of 
Z*rduJI)t, through the whole Medo yerjian Monar* . 
chy, was obliged to go once in their Lives as were 4 * 9 ' 

. the Jews, in their fmall Country, obliged to 
go up thrice every Year to their own Temple at 
Jerujalem. Thus thefe Magians, that followed 
Z erdujhtj had a particular Feftival or folemn 
Worfnip on the firft Day of each Month, as well 
as on the four Sabbaths fas had the Jews : they fii 5 *439- .. 
carried almoft univerfally, and among thofe of 

their 
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their ownTribes andReligion only, as did thejews: 
/>. 3 < 744 *» they did not converfe freely, nor indeed drink in 
b 353 * the lame Cup with Foreigners •, as neither did the 
Jews. They excluded Lepers from their Cities, 
f‘ and Converfation, as did the Jews: they prayed 

three times a Day, as did the devouter Jews : they 
£44 5^44 1 ' purified their Women forty Days after Child- 
p??o. 47birth, as did the Jews ; they did not eat Swines 
477, 47Flelh, nor what died of it felf ; as neither did 
479 * the Jews : nay, Z eriujht himfelf, is laid to have 
YYYf prophelied, or rather made mention of a former 
■ XXXI ' Prophecy, concerning a Man of the World, [or 
Meffiah,~\ that was to come in the laft Days, to over¬ 
come the Devil, that oppofed him, and reftoreall 
things to their original Purity 5 and that he was 
to be denoted by a Star and that he was to be 
born of a Virgin, which muft all have been de¬ 
rived from the Scriptures of the Old Tefiament. 
And if to all this Agreement of the Jewifh Reli¬ 
gion, with that of Z eriujht, we add thefe Cpnfi* 
derations; that Plato himfelf relates this of one 
Clem. Alex, whom Clement of Alexandria fays was Zoroajlres ; 
f c X„!' that when he was flain in Battel, he rofe again 
b 59 > 599 > f rom t h e dead, the XHth Day after he died ;and 
that after his Refurre&ion he declared fome things 
that he had learned in the otherWorld, and that its 
Introduction was direCtly foretold, as the Intro- 
du&ionof God’s true Religion, by the laft Jewifh 
4 Efd. i. p ro p]]et Efdras: and that the Providence of God 
l! ‘ preferv’d it free from Perfecution above loop • 
Years; and has lince preferv’d it about another 
i ooo Years under Perfecution, till this very Day; 
which Duration is only true of the Jewifh and 
Chriftian ; i. e. the only Divine or True Religions, 
we fhall fee Reafons fo believe, that had this 
. v.38 Ootmfel, and this Work been of Men, it would long, 
59.' ’ere now, have come to nought ; as all other very an- 
*. cient 
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cient falfe Religions have done a great while ago: 
but finceall the Power of Men has not been able 
to overthrown it, we may well conclude that it 
was of God i that it was no other than God’s true 
Religion, or that the Religion of the Jews, was 
fettled in the Medo-perfan Empire, by Zerdufit 
the faithful Servant or Pifciple of God’s true Pro¬ 
phet, Efdras: though free from the Burden of 
Circumcifion : without which, Abraham himfelf, 
we know, was once jujlifed before God: and Rm - iv * 
which was never given by God to any other Nation IO ’ II * 
than thofe’of hisPofterity,or that became, of their 
own accord, intire Profelytes to that Religion, 
in Judea. 

If it be here ohje£ted, that the Books of Z er- 
iujht contain certain wild and wicked Notions M° 34 °J* 
and Precepts •, particularly that for the Tolera¬ 
tion, at leaft, if not Encouragement of Inceft 5 
rnfomuch, that the Priefts of this Religion are 
laid to have been then reckon’d of the belt Origin, 
if they were begotten in Inceft* I reply, that 
none of thefe Fads feem to me to be lufficient- j. 135.* 
ly proved. It appears rather by Herodotus and Strab.xv. 
Strabo , Ctefas and. Tertullian, that the Inceffc of 10< * 8, 
the Per fans was earlier than. Zerdufit, and that 
it came to them from the Greeks y together with cVix. 
Sodomy. And it alfb appears, that it is contrary Poru.9.14 
to the great Purity and Sandity of the Precepts of 19-45.50. 
this Religion, as contained id theSAD DER: and 55-58. 60. 
to be only charged xxpawZerdufht by hisAdverfaries, 35 87.91! 
the Mahometans: and tho’, perhaps, this Religion j. 313. 
of Zerdujbt was not able to cure it, that does not ap¬ 
pear to have been his Fault at all $ no more than 
it is the Fault of our Saviour Chrift, that fo much 
Vice and "Wickednefs prevails in Chriftendom. ,3. 
And as to the prefent Remains afcribed toZ er- 79.102'. 
dujbt, which pretend to be ftill extant in the old 

ferjick, 1 <55 .i^8 . 
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Perjick, and of which fome Specimens have been 

* publifhed by Dr. Hyde, I can by no means allow 
them to be fo ancient: fince the oldeft Remains of 
this Z erdujht or Z oroajlres, that we find mention- 
ed by the Greek Writers, do not agree with them: 
fince their Character is quite different from 
the old Perjick at Perfepolis, confirm’d by Stob&us : 

, fince all their Names do not end in S. as did all the 
really old Perjian Names, as Herodotus witnefles: 
fince the old Perjian Words in Arijlophanes can¬ 
not be explain’d from this Language ; and fince 
thofe Perjians and Arabians who pretend they are 
of fiich great Antiquity, are themfelves too mo- 
dejrn to be depended on, in a Point fo many Cen¬ 
turies before their own Times. However, I {hall 
conclude this Head with one of the moft certain 
Remains we have of this ZerduJ/jt or Zoroajires, 
in Eufsbius. * God is He, fays Zoroajires, 'that has 

* the Head of an Hawk. He is the the Firft y In- 
•* corruptible * Eternal •, Unmade Indivifible; 

* moft Unlike to every Thing: the Head orLead* 

* er of all Good : One that cannot be Bribed: the 

* Beft of the Good: the Wifeft of the Wife. 

* He is alfb the Father of Law and Juftice: Self- 

* taught: Perfect: -and the only In venter of what 

* is naturally Holy’. 




P RO P O S IT ION. 

The particular Occafion why Zerdufht infti* 
tuted covered Fire-Temples in his Re* 
ligion ; and why He had the principal of thofe 
Temples at Balch in Baftria • and why He 
became the High-Priefi of the fame Temple 
himfelf , feems to have been taken from the 
miraculous Kindling of the Fire on God y s 
. Altar at Jerufalem, at its folemn Purifi¬ 
cation or Dedication , by Nehemiah before- 
mentioned. 

H AVING already fet down the Account 

of that miraculous Kindling of the Fire '* ms ' 
od’s Altar, at Jerufalem , in the Days of 
Nehemiah, from the fecond Book of Maccabees , 
and Ihewn that Account to be true * I proceed 
now to prove the Proportion, by the following 
Arguments. 

(i.) Zerdujht feems to have preferv 5 d the Me¬ 
mory of this Fadt, by the Name he gave to his 
Bible, or Syftem of the Magian Religion, Zend, 

The Kindler * or Zendavefia , the Fire Kindler: 
which Name moft naturally refers to this miracu-, 
lous Kindling of the Fire at Jerufalem. 

(2.) The great Zeal this Zerdujht fhew’d to 
have a great Number of perpetual Fires kindled , 
and Temples built for them, and for Sacrifices 
there; and this through the whole Medoperfan 

Empire, 
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Empire, feems ftill a more evident acknowledg¬ 
ment of this miraculous perpetual Fir<? for Sacri¬ 
fices, kindled by fhe Water brought out of that 
Empire, which had imbib’d the holy Fire of the 
Temple of Jerufalem. And this is the more con* 
fiderable, becaufe, as We have obferv’d, Z erdujht 
had been a Servant or Difciple of the Jewilh Pro¬ 
phet Efdras 3 add, by his Age, might have been 
actually prefent, and a£tually feen that miracu¬ 
lous Fire kindled, in the Days of Nehemiah. 

(3.) Zerdujht feems farther to have intended 
thole his Fire-Temples, as Memorials of this very 
miraculous Kindling of the Fire at the JeWilh 1 
Temple, by Ordaining them to be all thettce-forfh 
covered, to prevent the Sun’s Ihinmg upon the Fires' 
in them, (the Permiffion whereof was then taken 
to be a wicked Thing 3) and this contrary to 
the elder Method of leaving them open. For 
thus we find the Fa£t to have been, that when 
the Surijhine was pajl, and the Sun was covered bj 
a Cloud, though not before, this great fire was 
kindled. At which Circumftance every one mar¬ 
velled : and the moft aftonilhing Acclamations were ' 

made, that it could not be kindling naturally, 
by the Sun-beams 3 but Was fuper-naturally kind¬ 
led, at the Prayer of Nehemiah. 

(4.) Zerdujht alfo ordain’d a folemn annual 
Azur-Ruz, or Fire-Fejlival, throughout the lame 
Empire, upon the very fame ninth Month, in 
which this miraculous Kindling of the Fire hap¬ 
pened at Jerufalem. This is that peculiar great 
Feftival of the Magians, when they make Bone- 
fires for joy 3 when they vifit, and rub, and 
cleanj'e, and adorn their Fire-Temples : which 
fhews their reference to the like Feftival for the- 
Cleaning or Purifying the Jewilh Temple, by 
Nehemiah, in the fame ninth Month, at jerufalem. 
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It mult indeed be confefs’d, that this Mi* 
racle happened, and this Jewifti Feftival was 
celebrated, on the 25 th Day of that ninth Month * 
while this Perftan Feftival was kept on its 9th 
Day. But this is too fmall a Difference to be 
made an Objection: becaufe this change of the 
Day does naturally arife from the conftant Cut- 
ton! of the Magians , in appointing their Fefti- See Hyi& 
vals, through the whole Year. , Thefe were ftill c. xix. 
kept on that Day of each Month, which bear XX. 
the Name of the Month wherein they fell. Thus 
becaufe the firft Month was called Fhervardin j 
and the 19th Day of that, and of every Month, 
was called Pbervardin * that 19th Day was the 
conftant Feftival iof that firft Month. Thus be* 
caufe their fecond Month was called Arde-behijbt, 
and the third Day of that, and of every Month, 
was ako called Arde-bebifht, that third Day was the 
conftant Feftival of that Month : and fo of the 
reft. ’Tis no wonder, therefore, that Zerdvjbt Co 
far comply’d with the conftant Cuftom of the 
Magians, as to place that his Azur-Ruz, or Fire- 
Fejiival , which otherwife would have fallen on 
25th Day, upon the 9th Day : fince in that, 
and in every Month, the 9th Day was called 
Azur, and thence became the proper Day of * 
the 9th Month for the Celebration of its Feftival. 
EfpeeiallyV becaufe the 25th Day of this, and of 
every Month, was appointed among the Magians 
only for making and putting on new Cloths * 
and did not permit Men to journey, dr to re¬ 
move from one place to another : which Cuftom 
would have prevented the Peoples coming up to 
the Fire-Temples at this Feftival, on that Day. 

Nor was there indeed any Feftival in the whole 
Year upon the 25th Day of any Month what¬ 
ever. 

(*•) The 
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($.) The Magians who followed Z erdiijht had 
a ftrange Way of worlhip, at Lakes, or at Foun¬ 
tains * which is thus defcrib’d by Strabo : ‘ thejf 

* make a Ditch, and there flay the Sacrifice : but 

* with fiich caution, that the Water may not be 

* touched by the Blood, which would pollute it. 

‘ Alter this the Magi lay the Flelh, tne Laurel, 

* and the Myrtle, on a Pile of finall Twigs, and 

* burn them. And after they 1 have made certain 
‘ Prayers, they fprinkle Oil, mingled with Milk, 

* and Honey; not upon the Fire, but upon the 

* Earth’. All which feems to me an exprelfive 
Memorial of this very Pit or Fountain, and of 
the Naphtha brought thence, arid made ufe of bf 
Nehemiah, for the Kindling his miraculous Fire at 
Jerufalem. 

(6.) Although the firft Fire-Temple was mol! 
probably built by Zerdujht, at Tabriz or Tams, 
formerly called Ecbatana, yet the principal Fire- 
Temple, and principal Seat of Zerdujht him- 
felf, its High-Prieft, Was at Balch in BaBria: 
but within the Perjian Monarchy : in or near 
which Place, we are allured, by Strabo, that 
there was in his Days fuch a ftrange Pit or Foun- • 
tain of Naphtha, or Petroleum , or ivflammablt 
Oil, as mightily refembles the Naphtha before 
us. Strabo’s Words are thefe 5 * BaBria is 2 

* large Country, and fruitful of all things, ex* 

* cepting Oil. —Thofe who have dug near the 

* River Ochus, which pdfles either through, of 

by BaBria, are faid to have dilcovered a Foun- 
‘ tain that yields Oil.--The Rarenefs of the 

* Thing makes it believ’d with more difficulty’ 
So that it feems to me not a little probable, that 
this Fountain , in Strabo , was near to, if not the. 
lame with the Pit mentioned in our Record; and 
that Zerdujht chofe to make his principal Seat 
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Snd Fire-Temple there, where the King of Per fa 
had himfelf already built a Temple, upon that 
Occafion. Efpecially, lince he avoided far an- 
cienter Temples that had been in that Neighbour¬ 
hood * and fince the uncommonnefs of this Foun- 
tain, in Strabo, fo well agrees to the uncommon 104;' 
Origin pf that before us. . 

(7.) Paufanias gives us this authenticlc Ac¬ 
count, from his own Eye-light, of, the Manner of 
the Kindling thefe lacred Fires, in the Per fan 
Temples of the Magiam in Lydia : which is a 
raoft remarkable one, and moft naturally pre- 
ferves the Memorial of the miraculous Kindling 
of the Fire by Nehemtab at Jerufalem. His 
Words are thefe 5 ‘ In the Temple is a certain". 

* Chappel, wherein there are Alhes upon the 3 

* Altar, of a Colour different from common 

* Alhes. One of the Magi [or Priefts] enters 
£ . into this Chappel 5 and when he has laid on 

* the Wood upon the Altar, he, in the firft Place, 

* puts his Tiara upon his Head 5 and, in the fe- 
‘ cond, he calls upon fome one of the Gods, and 
‘ lings out of a Book certain barbarous Prayers, 

* which the Greeks underftood not. Upon which, 

‘ without any Fire put to it, the Wood was pte- 

* fently kindled, and a yilible Flame Ihone 

* therefrom’. AmfniamsMarceUinm& Account is 
alio remarkable' to the lame Purpofe, viz. ‘ That 

* it was efteemed a great Inftance of Wicked- 
‘ nefs, either to approach the Altars, or to han- 
‘ die the Sacrifice, before one of the Magi had 
‘ recited his preparatory Prayers, in their ufual 

* Forms*. Nor can I omit the lame Antmianus 
Marcellinus’s Account of the Origin of the Fires 

upon the Altars of the Magiam: ‘ It is re- L. XXIII. 
‘ lated, fays be, if we may credit the Relation, ?• *53. 

£ that it Was a Fire that fell from Heaven which 
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* is preferv’d among them, on their perpetual 
‘ Hearths : a fmall Portion whereof, ’tis faid, 

* was formerly carried before the Kings of AJia, 

* as a good Omen'. See Recog. IV. 29. 

N. B. This fuper-natural Kindling of the holy 
Fire at the Temple at Jerufalem, feems to have 
been the -very laft open and publick Miracle of 
the whole Old Teftament: and therefore it 
well deferved lo extended, and fo lafting Me¬ 
morials, as were the Fire-Temples of the Magians, 
thro’, and even beyond the intire Medo-perfan 
Empire it felf. 

N. B. This Miracle, tho’ done at Jerufalem, 
was yet fo evidently deriv’d from a miraculous 
'Naphtha, within thePerfan Empire •, was fo folly 
enquir’d into, and attefted to by the King of 
Perfa himlelf •, and was fo throughly fopported 
and preferv’d in Memory by the Fire-Temples 
there, that it feems to have been the only true 
and proper Miracle, upon which the Divine 
Jewifn Settlement of Zerdujbt was founded 5 with¬ 
out his own working any Miracles there himfelf. 
This feems to. have been the Cafe of the Repen¬ 
tance of the Ninivites, upon the Preaching of 
Jonah, the Jewilh Prophet: who appears to have 
had no other Credentials, (befides the conftant 
Opinion oT all the neighbooring Nations, that 
the Jews had frequently, if not conftantly, true 
Prophets among them than his miraculous Pre- 
fervation- in the Belly of the Fifh, three Days 
and three Nights; as attefted to by the Mariners 
that were with him. In the fame Manner God 
foretells to the ten Tribes, by his Prophet Efd- 
ras , a little before this Reformation by Z erdupt. 
That upon their Impenitence, after fuch former 
numeroOs Miracles among them, thefe Medes 
and Perjicms fhould embrace his true Religion 

without 
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without them. Tour Hottfes [of worfhip, lays 4 Efd. if. 
God,] wilbl give'to a People that Jhall come [to my 55 * 
future People, the Medes and Perfians •,] who not 
having heard of me, yet Jhall believe me : to whom 
I have Jhewed no Signs, yet Jhall they do what I 
have commanded them : they have feen no Prophets, 
yet Jhall they call their Sins to remembrance, aiti 
acknowledge them. Whence, by the way, thole 
other pretended Miracles, thofe other aukward 
and ridiculous pretended Miracles which the later Hyde, p. 
Perjian and Arabian Writers afcribe to ZerduJI)t, 315-530. 
feem to me to have been falfe 5 and, indeed, no 
better than the Additions of certain of their more 
modern injudicious and legendary Writers. 



S 2 E* 


Digitized by 


Google 



( 2(56 ) 



EXTRACTS 

OUT OF THE 

Firft Book of Enoch, 


Concerning.., . 

The Egregori: [or fallen Angels .] 


Qnt of Syncellus Chronograph, Cap. n. 

I. A ND it came to pals when the 
Children of Men were multipli- 
^ ed, beautiful Daughters were born 
to them : and the Egregori coveted them, 
and went affray after them: and faid, one 
to the other. Let us choofe to our felves 
wives front the Daughters of Men which 
are on the Earth. And Semiazas , their Ar- 
tbon , £or Preftdem'] laid unto them,. I am 
fearful that yon will not do this thing, and 
I alone lhali be guilty of this great Sin. 
And they anfwered him, andlaid, Let every 
. one of us fwear with an oath ; and let us 
bind one another under a curie, that we 

will 
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.will not alter this pur purpOfe, until we 
have performed it. Then they all fwore 
together, and bound one another uiider a 
curfe. Now they were two hundred that 
defcended, in the Days of Jared, upon the 
top of the Mountain of Hermonim. And 
they called the mountain Hermon , from the 
path they had taken, and the curfe they had 
bound one another withal upon it. Thefe 
are the Names of their Animates ; (i.) Se- ~ 
miazas, their Prefident. (2.) Atarcapb. 
(5.) Arakiel. (4.) Chobabiel. ($.) Oram - 
mane. (6.) Ramiel. (7.) Sampfich. (8.) Kg- 
kiel. (9.) Balkiel. ( 10.) Azalzel. [Azael.] 
(11.) Pharmaros. (12.) Amariel. „ (ij.) A- 
nagemas. (14.) Thaafael. (i<jJ 'Samiel. 
(16J Sarinas f (17.) Eumiel. (t 8J Tjriel. 
(1 g.J Jumiel. (20.) Sariel. 

II. Thefe, and all the reft, in the 1170th 
year of the world, took to themfelves wives, 
and began to defile themfelves with them, 
until the Flood: and they bear to them 
three lbrts, \_as their pofterity,~\ The firft 
were the great Giants, Now the Giants 
begat the Napbilim , and the Eliudim were 
born to the Naphitim. And they increafed 
, in their bulk, and they* taught one another, 
and One anothers.wives, witchcrafts, arid 
* charms. Azael was the firft, but the tenth 
of the Archontes ; and He taught men to 
make fwords, and breaft-plates, and all 
(opts pf armour, and metals out of the 
§ I x Earth ; 
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Earth; and how they might work in goid ? 
and filver, and make them ornaments for 
for their wives. He taught them alfo to 
'burnilh, and to paint their Faces, and the 
ufe of precious ftones, and of wafhes. And 
the Sons of Men made thefe things for them- 
felves, and for their Daughters. And they 
tranfgreffed, and made the Saints to go a- 
ftray. And there was great Impiety upon 
the Earth: and they perverted their ways. 
Moreover, their chief Archon Semia&as 
taught them to have a fpite againft the 
mind, [or remedies efficacious againft difeafes ,] 
and the roots' of herbs that were in the 
Earth. £ut Pharmaros y the eleventh, taught 
witchcrafts, charms, cunning arts, and the* 
jdiffolution of charms. The ninth taught 
them Aftrofcopy ; the fourth taught Aftro- 
logy;and the eighth taught Aerofcopyj and 
the third taught the Signs of the Earth; 
and the feventh taught the-Signs of the 
Sun ; and tho twentieth taught tne Signs of 
Moon. All thefe began to reveal thefe 
Myfteries to their Wives and to their Chil¬ 
dren. 

III. Now, afterwards, the Giants began 
to devour the FlefH of Men, and mankind 
began to be diminifh§d upon the‘Earth. 
And the remainder cried unto Heaven, on* 
account of their affli&ion, defiring that 
their Memorial might be carried up before 
£he Lord. 

JV. And 
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IV. And when the four great Archangels, 

Michael , and Uriel, and Raphael, and Ga¬ 
briel heard thereof, they looked down out of 
the holy places of Heaven, and faw a great 
deal of blood flied upon the Earth, and all* 
kind of impiety and wickednefs prattifed ; 

They came in [again^] and laid to one ano¬ 
ther, that the Spirits and Souls of Men Ap*. vr. 
groan, and intercede, and fay, Introduce IC \ 
our prayer before the Moft High, and our 
woful eftate before the glory of the [Divine'] 15. / 

Majefty, before’Him who in greatnefs is 
Lord of all Lords. And the four Archan¬ 
gels came near, and faid to the Lord of the 
world, Thou art the God of Gods, and the 
Lord of Lords, and the King of Kings, 
and the God of mankind ; and the Throne 
of thy glory is through all the generations 
of eternity : and thy name is.Holy, and 
Bleffed for ever and ever. For thou art He 
who haft made all things, and haft the pow¬ 
er over all things; and all things are ma- 
nifeft and open before thee, and thou feeft 
all things, and there is nothing that can be 
hid from thee. Thou feeft what A&asl has 
done, and what he has introduc’d, and 
what he has taught; there is nothing but 
infuftice and wickednefs upon the Earth, and 
all kind of deceit upon the dry Land. For 

he has taught the rrtyfteries, and has reveal-- ... 

fid to the world the things of Heaven. They 
follow his Counfels. The Sons of Men 
S 4 aid} 
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aim to know the Myfteries. Thou haft 
given power to Semiazas to have the Afli- 
ftance of thofe that are with him : they 
have gone after the Daughters of Men 
*on the Earth, and haye lain with them, and 
are defiled with females ; and they have 
difcovered to them all their finful pra&ices, 
and haye taught them to do things abomi¬ 
nable. And now, behold, jthe Daughters 
of Men have born children to them, even 
the Giants. Perverfe things are diffufed o- 
ver the Earth; and the whole Earth is 
full of injuftiee. And now, behold, the 
Spirits of the Souls of the . Men that are 
idead intercede^ and their groaning is come 
up to the gates of Heaven: nor can they 
depart, becaufe of the acts of violence that 
are committed upon the Earth. And thou 
knoweft tbefe things before they are done, 
and feeft thefe [Egregori,'] and fayeft nothing. 
"What is to be done in this Matter ? 

V. Then the Moft High faid ; and He 
that is Holy, He that is Great, fpake; and 
fent Uriel to the Son of Lantech , faying, Go 
jthou to Noe y and fay unto him, in my 
Name, Hide thy felf: and declare to him 
rfie End that is coming: for. the Earth fhali 
intirely perifh : and lay to him, that there 
fhali come a Deluge upon all the Earth, to 
deftroy every thing from the face of theEarth. 
Teach that juft one, the Son of Lantech., 
what he lhall do, and thereby preferve 
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■ his Soul in Life, and fhall efcape for ever • 

f and a flock ihall arife from him, and fhall 

\ be eftablifhed for all generations, to the 
end of the world. 

j VI. And he faid to Raphael , Go, Raphael , 

I and bind Azael •, tie him hands and feet, 
and caft him into the darknefs, and open 
the defert that is in the defert of Dudael , 
and go and call him* thither, and lay uncktr 
him fharp and rugged Stones, and cover ?ob. viii. 

! him with cfetknefs, and let him dwell there 3* 

1 for ever, and dfiftruft his fight, and let him 
not fee light. And at the day of Judgment 
he fhall be led away to the burning fire. 

And heal the Earth, which the Egregori have 
deftroyed, • and difcover the method of heal¬ 
ing that plague, that they may cure that 
plague ; and that all the Sons of Men may 
not perifh by the myftery which the Egregori 
haye difcovered, and have taught it their 
Sons; and all the Earth is laid wafte by the 
works of the doctrine of Jzasl: and to it 
do thou afcribe all the Sins [ they have com¬ 
mitted ,.] 

VII. And He faid unto Gabriel, Go, Ga¬ 
briel, to the Giants, that fpurious breed, to 
the Sons of fornication, and deftroy the ^ ^ 
Sons of the Egregori , from the Sons of Men. c honU- 
Send diem to fight one againft another, by tho * Ac- 
war and definition; and they fhall not 
have length of days $ and their Fathers w 

, ffiall Slaughers. 
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fhall have no [room for] interceflion for 
ithetn, tho’ they promife them an eternity 
jof life, and the fight of the light until <joo 
years. 

VIII. And He faid unto Michael , Go, 
Michaely bind Semiazas , and thofe others 
with him, that have 'mixed themfelves with 
* the Daughters of Men, fo as to be defiled 
with them, in tfieic impurity. And when 
their Sons are flain, and they have feen the 
perdition of their beloved, bind them for 
70 generations, in the receffes of the Earth, 
until the day of their judgment, until the 
day of the completion of their end, until 
Jthe judgment of eternity be fulfilled. Then 
lhall they be led away into the Chaos of 
Tire) and into torment, and into the prifon 
of their eternal reftraint. And whomever 
fhall be condemned, and deftroyed from 
this time with them, lhall be bound, until 
the completion of their generation. . . . 

. IX. And now, as to the Giants, which 
were begotten of Spirits and Flelh, they 
fhall call them Evil Spirits upon the Earth; 
becaufe their habitation is upon the Earth. 
Spirits that are gone out of the body of 
their flelh, becaufe they were deriv’d from 
Men, and from the Egregori ; whence was 
the beginning of their Creation, and the 
' beginning of their foundation ; they will 
be Evil Spirits upon’•the* Earth, the firft 
Spirits of the Giants, that will be voraei-* 

ous, 
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Ohs, and unjuft, and deftru&ive, will fall 
upon men, and' ftruggle with them, and 
throw them upon the ground, and make 
incur/ions upon them, and will eat nothing, 
but continue without food, * and caule 
fpe&res, thirfting, and rufhing upon Men. 
And the Spirits fhall arife againft the Sons 
of Men and of Women, becaufe they went 
out of them. It will alfo come to pafs, that 
from the day of the time of the (laughter, and 
dcftru£tion,and death of the Giants, that the 
Nafhilim , and the Strong of the Earth, [the 
Eliudtm ] Ithofe great Men of renown, the 
Spirits that proceed out of their Soul, as 
out of the flefh, fhall be deftroyers without 
diftin&ion; they fhall deftroy thus until the 
day of their confummation, until the great 
Judgment, - When the Great-Age fhall be fi- 
nifhed, fhall be all at once fimfhed. . . . 

X. But as to the Mountain on which 
they fwore, and bound* one another under 
a curfe, there fhall never depart from it 
Cold, and Snow, and'Froft ; and Dew fhall’ 
never defoend upon it, unlefs it defcend up¬ 
on it for a curfe, until the day of the great 
Judgment. At that time it fhall be burnt 
up, and laid low, and it fhall be burning 
and melting away, as wax by the fire • fo 
fhall it be burnt up, and all its fruits ’’fhall * 
wither away. And now I fay unto you, ye 
Sons of Men, that there is great wrath 3- 
gainft^our Son§, and this wrath fhall not 

cgafe 
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ceafe from you, until the time of the 
daughter ,of your Sons ; and your belov¬ 
ed lhall perim j and thofe you honour fhall 
die from off the whole Earth. For all the . 
days pf th'eir life, from this time, lhall not 
be more than 120 Years. And do not you 
think that you fhall ftill live more years • 
for from this time they fhall have no way 
of efcaping, beeaufe of the wrath which is 
kindled againfl* you in the King of all Ages. 
Do not you imagine, that you fhall efcape 
thefe Judgments. . . . [‘ Tbefe things , fays 
‘ Syncellus, are taken'out of the fir ft Book of 
f; Enoch, concerning the Egregori \J 


Out of Alexander Polyhiftorj apud Syn- 
cell. P. 33. . 

I N the i6<;th Year of Enoch , which was 
the 1286th from the Creation of the 
world, by the permiflion of the Supreme 
God, the Archangel Uriel, who was over 
the Stars, difcovered to Enoch what the 
Month was, and the Tropick, and the Year: 
as it is related in the Book pf the feme 
# Enoch: and that the Year contained $2 
Weeks : and that 1286 Years contained 46 
Myriads of Days, and 9390 [469390:] and 
fix Myriads of weeks, and 7056 [67056J [at 
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36% Dajs to the Year wherein Mankind kne w, 
neither the Month, nor the Tropicks, nor 
the Year ; nor what were each of their 
| mealures. 

# 

N. B. tfrhat Foundations of Aftrology were 
now learned by the Difcoveiy of the XII Signs, 
and 360 Degrees of the Zodiak, as diftinft from 
the Length of the Month, and the Year, for the 
nfes of the Calendar, are, by Polyhifior , aferib’d 
to the 4th Archon in thefe Words, preferv’d 
by Syncellus; ( They were taught by the 4th 

* Archon of the Egregori, Cbobabiel , that the 
‘ Meafure of the Revolution of the Sun was in 

* XII Signs of the Z oiiak, and in 3<5o Degrees*. 
Which mull rood probably be taken from Enoch 5 
who exprefly makes this fourth Archon theTeacher 
of Aftrology 
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A 

DISSERTATION, 

TO PROVE* 

That this Book of Enoch, whofe Fragments we 
have here produc'd, was really genuine and 
was one of the Sacred Apocryphal or Con;- 
Gealed Books of the Old Teftament. 

T HE Reafons of this Propofition, taken from 
the internal Chara3ers, and external Tejlimo - 
Sties , are thefe that follow.. . 

(i.) The Cafe of this Book, as well as of theTefta- 
fllents of the XII Patriarchs, is very peculi¬ 
ar. For if once it' appear they were either of 
them written at all before the Chriftain Religion' 
came into the World; nay, if they were either of 
them written at all before the Deftrudtion of 
Jerufalem by Titus, they muft, for certain, be 
genuine : becaufe the Predictions contained in 
them both, are fo many,' and fo plain, and fo e- 
vidently agree to the Events that concerned the 
Jewifh Nation, and the Chriftian Religion, as late 
as the Deftrudtion of Jerufalem, that they could 
not poffibly be deriv’d from any thing elfe than 
DivineRevelafion. Now fincethe intire Evidence, 
internal as well as external, confpites to allure us, 
that both this Book of Enoch , and the Teftaments 
of the XII Patriarchs were written before, pay, 
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long before the Deftruftion of Jerufalem by Titus 5 
as will appear all along$ we ought to allow them 
both to be truly genuine. 

(2.) The Account Mofes gives usof the Angels of 
God converting with the Daughters of Men: (for fo pbiUefy 
the Text was by all Jews and Chriftians read and gam. Jo- 
underftood in the firft, and by almoft all of them ?<#• Anti^ 
in feveral following Centuries:) with its Confe- 
quence, the Procreation of the Antediluvian Giants , 
feems little more than an Epitome of the larger Alex. 
original Account of the fame thing in the Book Strom . nt 
of Enoch i which, in this part, is pretty intirely 
preferv’d in the foregoing Fragments: asthe fol- 5 5 °* Al¬ 
lowing Parallelifm will abundantly inform us. ' 

y • *XertuU. D* 

ldolat §. 9 * DeCuJt. F*nh §• io. Advers • Mar dor.. L. V. §. 18. DeVelanJ. 
Virg. §< T.Ve Bab. Mulicb. §. 2. Euf h. Trap. V. 4 - Avgujt. J)e Civit: Dei . 
XV. 23. 

MOSES. ENOCH. 

* It came to t It came to pafs when the * Gen. vi. 
jw/j when Men Children of Men were multipli .- *•'— 6 - 
'began to multi - ed, beautiful Daughters were t Enoch. 
fly on the face of Born to them 9 and the Egregori 
the Earth , and coveted them, and went affray 
Daughters were after them. And they faid one 
lorn unto them, to another, [20Q in Number] let 
that the \\ Angels uschoofe to ourfelves wives from _ 
of God [MS* A- the Daughters of Men which are 
lex. Phil. Jofeph. on the Earth.—They took to them - vat. Hth.- 
Jude,] faw the felves Wittes ; and began to defile §. 2. 
Daughters of themjelves with them. [See the 
Men, that they Manner in the Teftament of , 
were fair : and Ruben, %. 5. and the likeAttempt 
they took them in Tob. vi. 14.] until the Flood : 
wives of allwhich and they bear to them three forts-, 
they the 
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they chofe.. And 
the Lor dfaid, My 
Spirit Jl)all not til- 
ways Jlrive with 
Man : for that 
ht alfo is fief) ; 
yet his Days Jbatt 
a , he- an hundred 
arid twenty years. 
Th'ere were Gi¬ 
ants in the Earth 
in tboje days : 
£ 4. and alfo after 
that , when the 
Son s of God [the 
Children oiSethj 
came in unto the 
Daughters of 
Men, and bear 
Qnldren unto 
them : The 

; fame became migh¬ 
ty Men, which 
were of old, Men 
of renown. And 
God faw. that the 
Wickednefs of 
Man was great 
$. i®» in the Earth ■, 
and that every 
imagination of 
the thoughts of his 
heart was only 
evil continually. 

And 
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ENOCri. 

the firfi were the great Giants*. 
the Giants begat the Nephilim : 
and the Eliudiih were bore to the 
Nephilim .^-—And they tranf- 
greffed, and made thi Saints to go 
aflray. And there was great 
impiety upon the Earth, and they' 
perverted their way's.——"Now 
afterwards the Giants began to 
devour the jlejh of Men 5 and 
mankind began to be diminifhed 
upon the Earth. ——* —T he Egre- 
gori have gone after the Daugh¬ 
ters of Men on the Earth, and 
have lain with them •, and are 
defied with females : and they 
have difcovered to them all 
their fnful praUices, and have 
taught them to do things a- 
bombtable. And vow, behold, 
the Daughters of Men havs t 
born Children to them, even 
the Giants 5 perverfe things 
are dijfufed over the Earth -, 
and the whole Earth is full of 
injujlice. Arid now, behold, the 
Spirits of the Souls of Men that 
are dead intercede.——And now 
I jay unto you, ye Sihrs of men, 
that therie is great wrath againfi 
you, arid 1 agahifl your Sons .- and 
this wrath pall not ceafe from you 
until the time of the Jlaughter 
of your 1Sons •, and your beloved 
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ENOCH.’ 


And it repented 
the Lori that he 
had made Man 
071 the Earth 1 
and it grieved 
him at his Heart, 
&C. 


Jhall perijb, and thofe you honour 
Jhall die from of the whole Earth ; 
for all the Days of their Life, 
from this time, fall be not more 
than an hundred and twenty Tears. 
And do not $ou think that you Jhall 
JiiU live more Tears: for from 
this time thfy fall have no way of 
efcaping , beeaiife of the wrath 
which is kindled agalnf you in the 
King of dll Ages. Do not you 
I imagine that you f all ejcape tbejb 
Judgments, Sec. 


N. B. We may here obferve, that the Alexan¬ 
drian Copydiftlnguifhes the Angels of God, Gen. 
vi. 2. which had to do with the wicked Daughters 
of Cain, before the Children of Seth had been per¬ 
verted j from the Sons bfGad, or the Children of 
Sethi v. 4. with Whofe Wives, of the Fofterity of 
Cain, thofe Angels of God had alfoto do after their 
Perverfion. Which Copy eiadtly agrees with all 
our Accounts 6f thefe two Sets of Gygattick Off- 
fpring before the Flood, Chap. fi. 4. Aind this 
Diftindtion in Mofes, between the Angels of God, 
and the Sons of God, feems to me, to be juft 5 and 
to give the greateft Light to the prefent matter, 
of the Defcent of the Egregort, and the Origin of 
the feveral Sorts of Antedilitvian Giants front 
them. 


. (?'.) This Account ih Erioch is abfolutely necef- 
fary for the Solution of that otherwife infoluble 
Problem, of the yaft Bulk of many Antediluvian, 
and of certain Pofldtluvian Giants: which yet is 
T ‘ fully 
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fully attefled to by all ancient Records whatfoever! 
I do not mean here fuch fmaller and later Giants, 
as Goliath, of the Height of four, or five, or per¬ 
haps, at the utmoft, of fix Cubits : which is by no 
means incredible in the prefent State of things, eft 
pecially nearer thofe Ages,|| when all the ancient 
Meafures taken from human Bodies fhew that 
thofe Bodies in general were one eighth, if not 
one feventh taller than they now are * but I mean 
fuchGzawtJ as were feven, or nine, or twelve: for fo 
far go thefacred Accounts of the Jews* or even 
twenty four, or thirty three, or 6 o Cubits tall: for 
fo far go the diredt Heathen Teftimonies in this 
matter * to fay nothing of the ftill greater Mea¬ 
fures of the Poet's. Now to fuppofe, that the bare 
Intermarriages of the Sons of Sethi with the Daugh¬ 
ters of Cain * i. e. of theWorfhippers of the’true God 
with Idolaters * fhould produce fiich enormous Gi¬ 
ant*, is contrary to all Fadt and Experience: which 
fhews that fuch gigantick Stature of Children has 
no Dependanceon the Virtues or Vices of Parents* 
But that unnatural or monftrousMixtures may pro¬ 
duce an unnatural or monftrous Off-fpring * and 
that what Men weakly call the bare Imagination 
of the Mother, not knowing , in the mean time, what 
they fay , nor whereof they affirm, may greatly affedt 
the Child, is very agreeable thereto. So that thi 9 
Account in Enoch, I only mean as explained in 
the Teftament of Reuben, gives us fuch a rational 
Caufe of this enormous Stature of the old Giants 
as we otherwife are utterly at a Lofs for : and i9 
therefore fo far from rendring this Book incredi¬ 
ble, as is commonly fuppos’d * that it is a ftrong 
Atteftation to its gunuine Truth and Antiquity. 
Nor doe Enoch and Mofes give any other Account 
of the Origin of that great Wickednefs which 
brought on the peluge * I mean, as derived from 
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antediluvian Giants , than what Ovid had learned 
but of thofe ancient Heathen Records which he 
made ufe of, when he compofed the firft Book of 
his Metamorphofes: which miift have been pri- 0vid 
marily derived from this Book of Enoch •, the only 
• antediluvian Record that came among the Greeks 
br Lathis of thole Ages. 

If any wonder at my mention of certain 
pojidiluvian Giants alfoj whofe vaft Bulk ought 
to be aajpunted for in the Manner here defcrib’d j 
he is to Obferve, that we have a like Relation, 
out of the Revelation of Mofes ■, to be hereafter 
fet down * of the Defcent of the Giants, the OfF- 
fpring • of the Egregori, 340 Years after the 
Flood*, Who feem to have introduc’d that Ido¬ 
latry and Wickednefs into the new "World, 
which had beeh walhed away with the old one 
it fell; at the Deluge j of Which more hereafter. 

Nor do the Records which Ovid followed at all Meta- 
difagree with this part of our Account, but TT&e.' 
confirm it alfo. And to the like (innatural Mix- 4 ' 
tures of thefe poftdiluvianGiants, theOfF-fpring of 
the Egregori, with Women, do I afcribe thofe Races 
of enormous Giants after the Flood. And thefe, 
as we find by the Writings of Mofes, lafted till xiii.28.32, 
the Introduction of the' Ifraelites into the Land of 
Qinaan: When Og, the King of Bajhaft, who reign- 20*21. 
ed at, or near Mount Herman (the very place of s-’-ij. 111 ' 
the Defcent of the antediluvian Egregori ; as we ix. 2. 
fhall find prefently 3) had a Bed 9 Cubits long , and 
4 Cubits broad. By Whofe Death an end was put 
to the Race of thefe poftdiluvian Giants; as Mofes j^ euU 
alfo iflforms us. 11. 

(4.) This Account in Enoch is alfo neceflary for 
the Solution of another Problem, otherwife equal¬ 
ly infoluble: I mean, the true Origin of Judicial A- 
prology, and of all the feveral Species of Magick-Art 

T 2 with 
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with all thofe Charms or Incantations, t poifonoiaS 
Herbs, Love-potions, Ceremonies, and Fopperies, 
depending on them, or taught with them, fo fa¬ 
mous in all Antiquity *, and by which fo great a 
part of Mankind have always been, and ftill are 
deluded, ^,nd intangled in the grofleft Idolatry and 
Superftition . Now of this whole Matter, Enoch 
gives us a moft juft and natural Account: intirely 
agreeing with the old and new Tejlamevt, and 
with all the primitive Books of Judaifm , and 
Chnjlavity •, I mean, by alluring us, that they were 
deriv’d from the fame wicked and unclean Spirits, 
which had themfelves fallen from their Obedience 
to their Creator, and who defeended to the Earth 
from the loweft Region of our Air, where they 
lived in the immediate Neighbourhood ot Man¬ 
kind. So that this Book of Enoch, by giving us 
fiich a rational Account of the Origin of all thefe 
wicked Arts, as we areotherwife utterly at a Lofs 
for -, is fo far from rendring the Record before us 
incredible, as is commonly fiippos’d* that it is 
rather an Atteftation to its genuine Truth and 
Antiquity. 

(5.) There are feveral (landing Monuments and 
Memorials of certain Fads related in this Book 
of Enoch, ftill remaining, as Evidences of theTruth 
of thofe Fads. Thus the Memory of the Defcent 
of thefe Egregori , and that in the Days of Jared, 
and that on a Mountain, by the Springs of Jordan , 
or, as th eHebrews write it,Jar den, which fignifies a 
Dejcent , is preferved by the Name of the principal , 
River of Palejline to this Day. Nor have we any 
other probable Derivation of it. Thus the Memo¬ 
ry of the fame Defcent of the Egregori, upon the j 
Mountain Hermon, is preferv’d by that Name, ( 
which denotes that Anathema, or Curfe, or Ad- | 
juration, by which the Egregori conjured toge- | 

ther J 
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ther in Enoch. Which Namd Herman continues 
to belong to the lame Mountain, to this Day. Nor Pel mi. 
have we any other probable Derivation of it< ? aU ft- I - 
Thus alfo Sanchoniatho, the Phoenician Antiquary, ” r> 
delcribes the lame earlieft Giants before the Flood, the ok. p. 
as Jiving and taking their Names from Mount 170. 
Gaffus,Libanus, Antilibanus , and Brathys, on which 
they feized: two of which, at leaft, are very near 
to Mount Hermon $ on which Enoch fays the Egre- 
gori defcended : and both retain the Names of 
their fevetalGiants to this Day. Nor have we any 
other certain Derivation of them. Thus, laftly, 
that Divine Denunciation or Curfe upon Mount 
Hermon in Enoch , * that Cold, and Snow, and Enoch. $. 

* Froft Ihould never depart from it j nor Ihould I0, 

* Dew defcend upon it, unlefs it were for a Curfe, 

‘ untill the Day of Judgment’, Appears to have 
been lince fulfilled, by the Teftimony of Jerom 
himfelf, an Inhabitant of Palejline - 7 who allures SeeReiand, 
us, ‘ that it was ufual, in his Days, to carry Snow FaUft. f. 

‘ in Summer from this Mountain, [ over all the 3 2 3 » 3 * 4 - 
‘ Mountains of Libanus and Antilibanus] as far as 

* Tyre it lelf\ The Samaritan Interpreter alio, 
with the Jerufalem Targum, both call this Moun¬ 
tain, by way of eminence, the Mountain of Snow. 

Eufebius allb, and Jerom , and! Hilary, all agree, 
that in their Days the Gentile Idolaters had a la- 
mous Temple, by the fame Mountain, for the Ex- 

ercife of their profane Religion there : and by ni. 3.] ’ 
that means, as Hilary fays, they bear witnefs to 
the Propriety of the Name Anathema , given to it 
in the Book before us. And whether the Drufes , 
that are faid to this Day, to adi the greateft Lewd- 
nefs, and to deny the Refurredtion, and to wor- 
lhipthe Devil inftead of God, in Mount Libanus , 
jor nor far from this Mount Hermon , be not the 
Remains of theffe Idolatrous and profane Worlhip* 

T 3 pers, 
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pers, will deferve to be conlidered. See Hyde ds 
Relig vet. Perf p. %6. 491, 492 , 493 - 549 — 554 - 
Thus far of the internal Cbarafters 5 which, for 
lo finall Fragments, are not a few, nor inconfider- 
able: I now proceed to the external Tefiimonies. 
Te/}. Reu. (5.) The Teftaments of the XII Patriarchs, 
* which, as we fhall fee anon, are themfelves cited 

Levi 10. ^ ve Centuries before the Days of our Sa- 

14.1 6. viour, do folly, and frequently cite thefe Re- 
Jad. $ 1. mains of Enoch ; and that by the Char after of 
Zab. $ 3. the Scripture of Enoch : the Book of Enoch the 
Can. $ 5. r jghteous: the Scripture of Enoch : the Books of 
Bern's 9 E K0C b the righteous: the Scripture of the Law of 
7 9 ' Enoch : the Scripture or holy Scripture of Enoch * 
the Words of Enoch the righteous: nor are the 
Things for which they cite them, at all unwor¬ 
thy of the higheft of tnofe Characters. 

( 7.) Alexander Polybijfor , a learned Heathen, 
that wrote about a Century before the Chriftian 
Pr*p. ix. jhlra, allures us, that Eupolemus , another learned 
17 ’ , Heathen, fomewhat elder than himfel£ wrote 
about Enoch, in thefe Words : * It was Enoch 
‘ who was the Inventer of Aftrology [Aftrono- 
‘ my, - ] and not the Egyptians. -‘ That the 

* Greeks laid. Atlas was the Inventer of A- 
‘ ftrology ; and. that Atlas was the very lame 

* Perlon with Enoch \ the Father of Mathufalem , 

* and learned all of the Angels of God’. Now, 
as Dr. Grabe well obferves, it appears, that Eupo- 

spidieg. hmus was taught this Origin of Aftronomy out 
See. l-Not. of the Book of Enoch before us, by Syncellus' s 
T- 345 * Citation of thefe Words, then extant therein, and 
already let down: ‘ In the 165th Year of the 

* Age of Enoch , and the 1286th from the Crea- 

* tion of the World, Uriel, the Archangel, who 

* was fet over the Stars, did, by the command 

* of Almighty God, reveal to Enoch what made 

‘ a Month; 
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‘ a Month; which was the place of the Tropick; 

* and what made a Year : as we find it in Enoch’s 

* own Book’. ‘ And that the Year contains 52 
‘ Weeks: and that 1286 Years contain 469390 

* Days, and 67056 Weeks: wherein neither the 

* Month, nor the Tropick, nor the Years, nor 

* the ir Meafures were known by Mankind’. 

JV. B. Since it is very probable, that the 
Tribe of Nephtali, who, in the Days of David, 
are laid to have had Underjiandivg of the times, 
to know what Iftael ought to do. had lb much 
Knowledge of the Months, ' the Tropicks, and 
the Years, as to determine tfie Feafts and Falls 
belonging to the feveral Months of the Year, in 
the Jewilh Calendar, and this long before any 
Aftronomy was known by the reft of their neigh¬ 
bouring Nations: it will be reafonable to fup- 
pofe, that thofe Nsphtalites who computed * 
nay, that Mofes himfelf, who ordained thofe 
Feafts and Falls 5 and even Abraham himfelfj 
who is faid to have taught fuch Parts of Aftro¬ 
nomy long before him, learned the fame from 
thefe original Accounts of Enoch \ at leaft from 
fuch later Accounts as were taken from the for¬ 
mer, and accommodated to the State of the Year, 
Month, and Calendar after the Deluge. 

N. B. The Numbers in Syncellus , Irom his Co¬ 
pies of the Book of Enoch, and of other ^Vpocry- 

: >hal Fragments, are derived from that Chrono* 
ogy which the common Copies of the Septuagint 
Verfion contain, as to the Interval before the 
Flopd: and fuppofe the Solar Year to have 36 5 
Days, without the quarter of a Day: (the Chaldean 
Year in Ptolemy’s Ganon.) Though whether thefe 
Numbers be Enoch’s, or the other’s own Num¬ 
bers : or whether they have not been fitted to 
the Septuagint Chronology, fince that Verfion 
T 4 and 
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and Chronology were admitted by the Hellenift 
. jews, and by the Chriftians, will deferve to be 
conlidered: efpecially, fince a very different 
Chronology of that Interval is afforded us by all 
the other original Records, that we have * I mean 
by the Hebrew , the Samaritan, and Jofephus. See 
the EJf. on the 0 . T. p. 22. 20 
(8.) When St. Paul enjoins Chriftian' Women, 
1 Cof. xJv to have a Veil for the covering of their Head, 
' itfcaufe of the Angels, Tertullians Interpretation, 
approved of by our very learned Dr. Davies, is 
much the moft probable, that the Apoftle meant 
this Caution to be neceflary, becaufe Women, in 
the Words of Reuben , did deceive the Egregori 
Tejl.Reub. [or fallen Angels ] before the flood $ when by 
$ 5. . feeing thofe Women continually, they defred one 

the other. And if this be the true Interpretation, 
• JfoT’tis probable, that St. Paul Owned the Truth, and 
v flprminp Anti quity o f this Book of Enoch ; from 

' “lAfnir 


10 . 

In Epit. 
La8arit< 
C. z\. 


lYet.ii. 4 . 


Jud. 


Enoch 5 6. 
*• 7 .^ 

See EJf. on 
the 0. T. 
P • 3 ' 3 . 

314. o'5. 


■v ppmiin e Antiquity ot tnis Hoot 

which originally thaT Hiftory was derived. 

(9.) When St. Peter affirms, that God fpared 
not the Angels that finned , but cajt them down to 
Hades, "and delivered them into Chains of Dark- 
x vefs, to be referved unto Judgment 5 or, in the 
^Words ef St. Jude, uporf the very fame Occafion, 
that. The Angels which kept not their firjl Eftate, 
but left their own Habitation, God’hath referved 
into everlajling Chains, under Darknefs, unto the 
Judgment of the great Day -, there is little rea- 
fon to doubt, bqt both of them dire&ly refer to 
certain known Parts of our Enoch: efpecially When 
the following Words in Jude, do fb plainly relate 
to the fame Hiftory. Sodom and Gomorrba, and 
the Cities about them were guilty of Uncleannefs, 
after tbeltk&JQanner with the fallen Angels, men¬ 
tioned in the Verfe before •, and went after Jlfange 
fkjjft or made unnatural Mixtures as they did. 
/ And 
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And if this he the true Interpretation, both St. 

Peter and St. Jude muft alfo probably ha.vejMfrt* —— 
ed the Truth and genuine Antiquity of this Book 
of Enoch. Nor will it be any wonder,- that St. 

Paul and St. Peter lhould be fuppofed to cite this * 

Book:, wh«n it is lb undeniable,' that St. Jude 
does : as will appear under the next Argument. 

(i o.) St. Jude is exprefs for the Authority, the 
Prophetick Authority of our Enoch , and his being 
that very who lived before the Flood, and 
was tranflated into Heaven. His Words are thefe, . 

Enoch alfo , the feventh from Adam, p&tnhefied of v ' l5 * 
thefe, faying '■> Behold, the Lord cometh with ten 
thoufands of his Holy Ones , to execute Judgment 
upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly a- 
mong them, of all their ungodly Deeds, which they 
have ungodlily committed, and of all the hard 
Speeches which ungodly Sinners have Jpoken againft 
him. This Teftimony is too plain to need a 
Comment. Nor is it realbnable to object, that 
neither this,' nor the other famous Prophelies 
quoted out' of Enoch , in the Teftament of the 
XII Patriarchs, ate ‘hour found in thofe Parts of. ; 

Enoch which are prefervedY lirice, by the old 
Stichometria ■, to be hereafter fet down in Part ’: • 

Enoch had 1500 siyot, and that about three quarters ’ * 

6 f that Book, at leaft, are loft : and fince very 
little of what is preferv’d belongs to any other 
of Enoch’s Treatifes, but what concerned the Egret- 
gori in his firft Book. 

(11.) To fay nothing of Philo, who read Gen. Phu.de 
vi. 4. The Angels of Godfaw the Daughters of Men, 
with our Alexandrian Copy $ and lo confirms 
the Foundation of Enoch’s Account ‘ concerning 
the Egregori: JoJefbus himfelf, not only agrees *, ^ 
with Philo in the Reading or Interpretation of 13 
\ • that 
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that Text of Mofes, and fo confirms the Founda¬ 
tion of Enoch's Account of the Egregori alfb 5 
but by making mention of the great Corruption 
of the World, as brought on in the feventh X 5 e- 
neration from Adam. •, i. e. in the Days of Enoch j 
of Aftronomy, as deriv’d from the Antediluvians; 
and of Noah, as a Preacsher of Repentance, may 
feem to have feen, and followed this Book of E- 
noch. Yet becaufe Jofephus ufually confines him- 
felf to the Hebrew Canon *, while Enoch feems al- 
, ways to have been a Part of the Apocrypha, I 
cannot fpeak with any Afiurance of this Tefti- 
mony of Jofepbus. \ 

(12.) The Author of. the Recojmtions, who is 
. the only very ancient Chriftian xhat has been 
fuppos’a to agree with the Moderns * in expound¬ 
er^. IV. ing the Intercourfe of the Sons of God, or Angels 
z 6 . of God, with the Daughters of Men in Mofes, as 
if it only concern’d Men of an Angelick Cha- 
1.29. raBer, does yet give us this Account of the Ori¬ 
gin of Idolatry and of Art-Magick ; * Cer- 
‘ tain Anmfls.-_j fofj |J fo. left that courfe of Life 

* which belonged to their proper Order, and be- 

* gan to favour the Vices of Men, and after a 

* fort to offer their Afiiftance, in an unworthy 
‘ Manner, to their Luft that fo, by their means, 

* they might the better be fubfervient to their 

* own Pleafures. Now thefe Angels, that they 

* might not feem to be inclined of their own 

* accord, to fubmit to fuch an unworthy Mini- 
ftration, taught Men, that Damons might be 

* made obedient to Men by certain Arts * i. e. 

‘ by magical Invocations. Accordingly, They 
‘ filled the whole World hence, as out of a 

* Furnace, or a Shop, with the Smoke of Im- 

* piety, and took away the Light of Piety from 
‘ it’. Which Account is plainly deriv’d from 




(a*?.) 

this Book of Enoch originally ; and intirely fup- 
pofes the authentick Nature, and genuine Anti¬ 
quity of it. 

(13.) Iren&us fays, * that Enoch pleafed 5 God IV. 30, 

4 without Circumcifion: and though he was but 
4 a Man, yet was he an Ambafladortothe An- 
‘ gels and was tranflated, and is preferved to 
4 this Days, as a witnefs of the Judgment of 

* God : that when the Angels, upon their Tranf- 

* greilion, fell down to the Earth, for a Judg- 
‘ ment upon them * a Man that pleafed him 

* was tranflated unto Salvation’. Which Paflage 
feems to be deriv’d, in part, from this Book of 
Enoch : and, fo far to confirm its juft Antiquity 
and Authority. 

(14.) Clement of Alexandria 4 believed, thatcer- Jjj 
‘ tain of the Angels fell down from Heaven, out of 
‘ the love of Women’. And he taught, ‘ thatthofe Strom • V„ 
4 Angels, whofe Lot was above, condefcended to t- 55 Q- 
‘ Pleafures, [of another Nature,] and told Secrets 
‘ to Women, and whatever had come to their 
4 Knowledge : while the reft of the Angels 
‘ concealed the lame, or rather referved thele 

* things to the coming of the Lord : and that 

* from thence did flow the Doctrine of Provi- 
‘ dence •, and Revelation of fublime Things*. 

He alfo elfewhere, ‘ cites Daniel and Enoch as Edog. p. 

‘ declaring much the fame elevated Philofophick 801. 

4 Notions: and particularly he affirms, that 
‘ Enoch laid, the Angels that were Tranfgreflors P - 8oS - 
‘ taught Men Aftronomy, [Aftrology:] and Di- 
4 vination, and the other Arts’. So that Clement ■ 
feems to have had no doubt as to the genuine 
•Truth and Antiquity of this Book, out of which 
all thefe Paflages are evidently taken- 
(rf.) Tertullian affirms, 4 that Enoch of old, De Mol- 
4 predicted, that the D&mojis , and the Spirits of s 4 - 

4 for- 
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r forfaken Angels would convert all the Ele- 
‘ jnjfpts, every Part of the World’s Furniture, 

* that is contained either in Heaven, in the 

* Sea, or in the Earth unto Idolatry that 

* they might be confecrated in the Place of God, 

* in Oppofition to the Lord.—That he conr 

* demned before hand, at once the Worfhippers 

* of an Idol, ■ and they that make it •, that the 
‘ Holy Spirit forefeeing, from the beginning, 

* * that even th.e Doors would be turned into Su- 

zeffc * perflation,' foretold the fame by his mott an- 

I. 9. * cient Prophet Enoch: that the fame Angels who 

* difcovered fuch Matters, and fuch Enticements, 
Cult. * what belongs to Ornaments of Gold, and 

F<tm» L. * precious Stones, and the Ways of preparing 

II. $ 10. * them • and, who, among other things, taught 

Vid. L. I. < how to beautify the Eye-lids, and to die Fleeces 

‘of Wooll, were Condemned of God 5 as Enoch 
relates, &c. * that he knows indeed that feme 
L. I. $ 3. * Perfons. did not admit of -the Scripture of £- 

* noch, becaufe it was not admitted into the Canon 

* of the Jews, &c. But, however, fince Enoch 

‘ did, in the fame Scripture, foretell things that - 

* concerned the Lord, nothing at all ought to be - 
‘ reje&ed by us, in which we are concerned. 

‘ That we read farther, that all Scripture, that 
‘ may edify- us, is given by Divine Infpiration: 

. * that it may well be fuppos’d, that this Scrip- 

* tute is rejected, by the Jews, on the fame 
■*> Account, that they reject other Books of the 

* like Nature * becaufe they rejound Cbrijl: that 
‘ ’tis no manner of wonder, that while the Jews 

would not receive Him, when he was fpeaking 
' * to them Face to Face, they fhould not receive 

‘ certain Scriptures which fpake of him 3 and 
‘ that the Teffimony of Jude the Apoftle afford* 

* ed additional Strength to Enoch \ So that Ter- 

tullian 
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tullian was not only a Believer in this Scriptun 
of Enoch , but a zealous Vindicator of its facred 
Authority alfo. 

JV. B. Tertullian here intimates, very juftly 
and fhrewdly, that the principal Reafons of any 
doubt about the Authority of this Book of Enoch , 
and others of a like bfature, in the Chriftian 
Church, was from its Ahftnce from the Jewifh - 
Canon •, and the Ill-will the Jews ,bare to Jefos 
Chrift, who was therein moft plainly defcrib’d: 
as the Paflages refer’d to in the Teftaments of 
the XII Patriarchs do alfo demonftrate.. Neither 
of which ought to be of any weight with us. Ef- 
pecially, fince it appears to have been a moft 
ancientBook, belonging to theJewifhNation alone, 
and by that alone to have been delivered to 
the firft Gentile Chriftians. Nor is it to be at all 
wondered at, that when the Jews had crucified 
Jefus of Nazareth , they fhould endeavour to fet 
afide the Authority of any fuch Books as this 
of Enoch, and that of the Teftaments of'the XII 
Patriarchs, which fo ftrongly, and undeniably, de- 
monftrated his being no other than than their 
true Melliah. . 

(l 6 .) Origen himfelf, though hf were perfuaded co'ntr.Ceif. 
by thofejews that taught him the.ffc2>rorLanguage, l&f. 

to have as mean an Opinion as pofliblc of all Peri. At - 
fuch Books, as too plainly fupported the Chriftian M- 

Religion againft them, yet does he feveral times 
cite this Book o V&toch by Name •, as laying 
claim to a ProphetickXhara&er * as having an xxxiv! 
excellent Paflage like one m Hermas ; as con- Tom.VUt. 
taining many fecret and recondite Notions con- injonn. {. 
cerning the Starsand as owned by fome for *$*• 
little or nothing inferior to the Diyine Books 
themfelves: although he did not himfelf care to 
lay any Strefs on its Authority, becaufe the Jews 

of 
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6f his Age did not admit it into their Hebreir 
Canon. 

(17.) The inoft learned and accurate Author 
of the Synopjls Sacra Scriptura 5 an Alexandrian, 
that had no Correfpondence with the Hebrew 
Jews, and fo was not biafled by their Authority 5 
and one that was nearly contemporary with Ori- 
gen ; as will hereafter appear 5 is fo far from any 
Sufpicion about the Antiquity and Authority 
of this Book, or of the Teftaments of the [XIIJ 
Patriarchs, that though he knew they were nei¬ 
ther in the Jewifh Hebrew Canon, nor were pub- 1 
lickly read in the Chriftian Churches, yet does 
he put them at the Head of the fatnq^Apocry- 
pha , or concealed Books of the Old Tejlament. 

(18.) Anatolius of Alexandria, a learned Chri¬ 
ftian Chronologer, little Jater than the two j 
former, diredfly cites t« the Matbe - ; 

maticks, of the fame Book of Enoch, as authen- 
tick Evidence to prove, that the Jews firft 
Month [Nifan] was about the [Vernal] Equinox. 
Which Paflage Well agrees to my former Conjec¬ 
ture, that the Jews originally deriv’d their Aftro* 
ncmy from the Book of Enoch, and regulated 
their Calendar therefrom in all the paft Ages. 

(19.) Cyprian affirms, that ‘ they were fallen 
‘ and apoftate Angels that fhewed the ufe of 
Sprecious Ear-rings, and all the reft of the fu- 
■* perfluous Ornaments of Women, among the 
f reft of their Arts * when they deli-ended to 

* earthly Pollutions, and left their heavenly 
‘ Vigour: that they were thefe Angels that taught 
4 Women to make their Eyes black, and to 
4 paint their Faces red, and to change the na- 
‘ tural Colour of their Hair, and to adulterate 

* their Mouth and Head $ and all this, at the 
! fame time, when they loft their Chaftity to 

4 them’. 
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4 them 5 . Which whole Account is evidently 
taken out of this Book of Enoch. So that there 
is no doubt but Cyprian believed the Truth and 
Authority of the lame Book of Enoch. 

(20) That the Jews have not always reje&ed 
this Book of Enoch , appears by the Citations made 
out of it, as out of a genuine facred Book, by See Grab* 
Ibme of them, even as early-as the Book Zohar. s f ,c,l ‘S- 
Thus Manahem, a Rabbi of the thirteenth Century, 
allures us, that Enoch faid, I law in Paradife the bri c .pfeud- 
great Angels of the Miniftry, and they cried Holy, e^.v.T.p. 
Holy, Holy, tea As alfo,that certain of the lat- 108, 209. 
ter CabbaliftsVaii , that they found in the Book of 
Enoch, the Son of Jared, that a certain Secret 
was revealed to him, when God took him away, 
together with the reft of his wonderful Secrets. 
Moreover, fays he, there is mention made of that 
Book by our Rabbins in Zohar. • And know 
thou, toys he, that according to the Words 
of that Book, the inferior Paradife was pre¬ 
pared from that Day wherein the Spirits of the 
Juft were created, to dwell there, in their own 
Figure. Thus alfo Manajfeh Ben ifrael, allures us, 
that they underftood by the Book of Enoch, that 
God, after he had taken Enoch up, and had fhewed 
him all his Treafures, fuperior and inferior, he 
fhewed him alfo the Tree of Life 5 and that Tree 
which he had forbidden Adam to eat of. And 
that he faw the place of Adam in Paradije t 
in which had Adam obferved that Precept, 
he had lived for ever, and continued to 
all Eternity. But became he did not obey the 
Precept of his Lord, therefore was he caft out to 
his own Lofs, and fuffered Punilhment. Ludovicus 
Capellus produces alfo another place out of the 
Book Zohar, where it fpeaks of the Fall of the 
Angels Aza and Azael, as alfo of the Nephilim, 
or old Giants; which muft very probably have 

been 
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been taken out of the fame Book of Enoch . As 
does alfo Sgambat produce another, wherein he 
mentions the fame Enoch. All which Teftimo- 
nies {hew,. that the ancient Jews, even as early 
as the Book Zohar , were not unacquainted with 
the Antiquity; and Authority of this Book of, E- 
nocb i and probably bad fome Hebrew Copy or 
Verfion of it among. them* 

(21.) Atbanajius , in the Additions to the Sy- 
nopjis Sacra Scripture, if they be his; and in his 
more undifputed Feftal Epiftle, is greatly con¬ 
cerned to run down many facredj Books, which 
till then had been of the higheft Authority in the 
Alexandrian Church, and, indeed, in all Chrijiian 
Churches t excepting perhaps thofe of Judea: and 
particularly is very angry at the Books then call¬ 
ed Apocrypha. So that tho’ he mention not him- 
felf either the Book of Enoch, or the Teftaments 
of the XII Patriarchs, yet is there little queftion 
but he was for rejecting them intirely. And from 
this Atbanajius, as I take it, among the Greeks 5 
and his zealousFollower Jerom, among the Latins , 
it was, that thefe and many more ancient {acred 
Books, which till then were generally and juftly 
of great Authority among Chrijlians, were by De* 
grees difcarded and not a few of them loft, for 
many Generations. But what I here produce 
Atbanajius Jot, is this ythat he confefles there were 
fome Ghriftians, even as late as his Age, who 
valued as facred, thofe Apocryphal Books: and for 
this additional Obfervation, which I muft make 
upon this Occafion, that However, the Jews had 
formerly prevailed upon fome of the primitive 
Ghriftians to doubt about this Book of Enoch, and 
the other Books called Apocrypha, yet could they 
never prevail with any hitherto properly to deny 
or rejefi any one of them. That was peculiar to 
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the Athanafians: and Athanafus himfelf appears 
to hav^ been the very firft Chriftian that ever did 
intirely doty or rejeB them. The Reafon of which 
Boldnefs will readily appear when we come to 
treat of the Syvopjis Sacra Script ura, and of Atha- 
itajius's bitter Oppofition thereto hereafter. 

(22.) Hilary of Poicliers fays, That this Herman In Tf.ilm 
is a Mountain in Phoenicia, whofe Interpretation is cxxxii - 3 * 
Anathema. For what the Latins call Anathema, 
in the Hebrew is Hermon j that there is a thing re¬ 
lated in he knew not whofe Book, [the Book of 
Enoch,] that Angels ■ defired the Daughters of 
Men, when they % descended from Heaven •, and 
that they principally bandied together upon this 
high Mountain. 

(23 ) Jerom confefles, that Jude, the Brother Caur. 
of James i the Author of one of the feven Catho- Scri P- Eccl - 
lick Epiftles, takes a Teftimony out of thisApo- in J uAe ‘ 
cryphal Book of Enoch : . nor does he deny but 
that the Teftimony cited by St. Jude was then 
extant therein: as he elfewhere openly confefles, 

‘ St. Paul took many other Citations out of Apo- 
‘ cryphal Books alfo’. Yet does the fame Je¬ 
rom venture to condemn all thofe Books not- 
withftanding: becaufe they did not appear in 
the j Hebrew Canon of the Old Teftament of that 
Age. Nay, if we believe him, to that Degree 
of Impudence had the greatest Part 1 [he means, I 
fuppofe, only of the Athanajians] proceeded in his 
Days ; that St. Jude himfelt, was, by that great- 
ejl Part rej etfed, becaufe he fo evidently quoted 
this Apocryphal Bpok of Enoch, And if fo, 

Very»happy it was for St. Paul, and for us, that 
He efcaped the like Rejection by the fame majori¬ 
ty- fince Jerom confeiles, that. St. Paul took many 
Citations out of the Apocryphal Books while 
he alleges but one that St. Jude had taken from 
U them. 


In Tit. I. 


Digitized by 


Google 



Catalog. 
Script. Ec - 
clef, in 
Jude . 


In Yfal. 
cxxxii. 3« 


DeCivitat. 
Dei XV. 
23, 

XVIII. 3 8. 


( 290 ) 

them. However, Jerom himfelf foon contradi&s 
what he had faid about the Rejection of Jude on 
account of this Quotation by the Majority : lince 
he immediately adds, that, * Hdwev#, this Epi- 

* file of Jude had then obtained Authority by its 

* Antiquity, and long ufe, [in the Church/] and 
‘ was nill computed among the Books 01 holy 

* Scripture’. Nor, indeed, is there any one Ca¬ 
non or Catalogue of the Books of the New Tefta- 
ment, either earlier or later than Jerom, fo far 
as I have obferv’d, that have fewer than feven 
Catholick or Canonical Epiftles, or that omit 
this of Jude among them •, as will appear here¬ 
after. However, this Confeflion of Jeron? s, that 
after all, St. Jude's Epiftle, which had moft open¬ 
ly cited Enoch as a true Prophet, before the 
Flood, and as having an eminent Prophecy ftill 
preferv’d, was, till his very Days, efteemed by 
the Church, one of the feven Catholick or Cano¬ 
nical Epiftles, and a Book of Holy Scripture ; is 
no fmall Atteftation to its genuine Antiquity, 
and to that facred Authority, which it had an¬ 
ciently among Chriftians. 

(24.) The Author of that Commentary on the 
Pfalms, which is extant among the Works of 
Jerom , but appears rather to be a Colle&ion out 
of him, and many other Expofitors, mentions this 
Book of Enoch as one of theApocryphal Books, that 
was then very well known in the Church, and 
fpoken of by the elder Expofitors. He confefies 
alfb, that Origen had cited it, for the Confirma¬ 
tion of fomewhat that he efteemed Heretical. 

(25.) Auguftin, who followed his Atbpnajian 
Leaders, and was willing to get clear of this, 
and other Books called Apocrypha, does yet con- 
fefs, that fo far of this Book of Enoch, as is ap¬ 
prov’d of, and alleg’d by St. Jude, muft be au- 
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thentick, and contains Divine Sentiments. He 
alfb intimates, that it was the very great Anti - 
quity of this, and the like Books, that gave the 
Jews and Chriftians room to fufped or reied 
them. Which Conceflion ftrongly confirms their 
genuine Antiquity and Authority. It being cer¬ 
tain, as has been already obferv’d, that if this . 

Book had fuch great Antiquity, nay, if it was pikt. 
written at all before the coming of Chrift, or e 
even before the Deftrudion of Jerufalem by It- 
tits, it muft be genuine. 

(26 .) Zojimus Panopolites , as Syncellus inform* P- J 3 * 
us, Obferves, that the holy Scriptures , or holy Fah * ic ' . 
Books fay, ‘ that there is a certain Species 0 f?* l8 3 » l8 4 * 

* Damons, that make ufe of Women 5 , that Hermes 
alfb makes mention of this, in his Phyficks •, and 
that almoft allWritings, both open and apocryphal, 
make mention of it. This therefore is that which 
the ancient and divine Scriptures fay, * that An* 

* gels lulled after Women, and came down, and 

* taught them all the Works of Nature. For 

* which caufe, when they had offended, they 

* continued excluded out of Heaven ; becaufe 

* they had taught Men all things that were 

* wicked, and did no way profit the Soul. The 

* fame Scriptures fay, that of them were begotten 

* the Giants’. All which Account is evidently 
in Confirmation of Enoch , as a Part of tfie holy, 
ancient, and divine Scriptures of the Old Telia* 
ment. 

' (27.) Georgius Syncellus, when he wrote his 
Chronography, about A. D. 790, fpeaks often of 
this Book of Enoch •, but, like a true Athanajian, 
is very angry at if, and at other fuch Books, 
which had been long rejeded by the Afhanafians \ 
though without the leaft Pretence of any real . 
Evidence for fuch their • Rejedion, He only 
U % fays, 
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fay, * that Enoch was an Apocryphal Book •, and 
* in ibme things of uncertain Authority’. HoW- 
ever, fince almoft all that we have left ns of 
* this moft ancient Record, is owing to this Au¬ 
thor’s Extracts out of him, it is not fit to omit 
him. And pity", great pity it is, that Syncellus 
ventured to transcribe no niore: feeing the 
Book it felf, which was fo common, and well 
known for eight or nine Centuries, has never 
been yet found, fince the Revival of Learning 
among 11s. - 

(28.) In the Stichometria of Nicepborus, Pa¬ 
triarch of Coyijlantinople, about A. D. 800 5 to be 
hereafter fet down in part: Enoch and the [XII[J 
Patriarchs, are at the Head of the facred Apro- 
cryphal Books of the Old Teftament •, as the Au¬ 
thor of the Synopjis had long before placed them: 
and the Number of the or Varies, in the 
Greek , are 4800 * and in the old Verfion only 
1 ?oo, or not quite a third Part fo large as the 
Teftament of the XII Patriarchs ; which ill the 
fame Stichometria has in the Greek 5loo \ and 
in the Latin, 4800 Verfes. 

(29.) In another Index of the facred Books pub- 
lifhed by Coteleritfs •, to be alfo hereafter fet down 
in part:, Enoch and the [XII] Patriarchs ftand 
in the fecond and fourth Places of the fame fa¬ 
cred Apocryphal Books of the Old Teftament. 

And now the plain Refult of all the forego¬ 
ing Evidence is this, that before, and in the 
fir ft Century, this Book of Enoch , was, by all, 
own’d to be genuine, to be a great Apocryphal 
or Concealed Treafure, nay, perhaps, the oldefi 
J'acred Record among Mankind •, that the Apo- 
ftles and Companions of the Apoftles believed it 
to be fb 5 that the firft Gentile Chriftians receiv¬ 
ed it from the Jews as fuch, and believed and 
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quoted it as fuch, without Hefitation j till the 
unbelieving Hebrew Jews, finding the Strength 
of-the Evidence therein contained for Chrifii- 
anity, gradually diminifhed its Reputation, and, 
at length, perfuaded the Chriftians firft to doubt 
of it, and then to reject it: which Reje&ion yet 
they could never intirely encompafs, till Atha- 
ttajiux and his Followers refolved to lay afide this, 
and all the other Apocryphal Books of the Old 
and New Teftament. 

N. B. As to the ttKcIhis t8 «vS, The Tables Tift. L«vi, 
of Heaven , fometimes quoted in theTeftaments , r 
of the XII Patriarchs, and the Prayer of Jofeph 
which are, by Mr. Dodwell t fuppos’d to belong to jyi. Afer. 
this Book of Enoch , and about which he has made S.7- 
a particular,, Diflertation, I fee no Foundati- 
on for all thofe learned Difquifitions about them. 

They feem to me to mean only this, that, as spuiut ' 
ufually, the Prophets heard Words fpoken to them. Sec. i.Not. 
in the Villons they receiv’d 5 fo aid they fome- p- 358— 
times read fuch Words reprefented as written upon 543 -/* 
Tables before their Eyes : and fince thefe Tables F ?jj ric 'f' 
in the Vifions, were fuppos’d to be feen in Hea- 
ven t they.are fitly called The Tables of Heaven. 

Nor do I at all apprehend any farther Myftery 
in this Matter. 
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THE 


TESTAMENTS 

OF THE 

XII PATRIARCHS, 

the Sons of Jacob, 
Delivered to their Sons; 


The Te(lament of R E U B E N. 

%. i, jk Copy of the Teffcameat of Rea- 
ben, concerning what he gave, 
in chaise, to his Sons before 
he died; in the 125th year of his life. 
Two years after the deceafe of Jofeph , 
his Sons, and his Sons Sons came to vi- 
fit him in his ficknefs: And he laid un¬ 
to them. My Sons I die, and go the way 
of my fathers. And feeing there his bre- 
then, Judah , Gad, and Afer, He laid un¬ 
to them, Lift me up my Brethren, that 
I may tell you, and my Sons, what I 

have 
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have hid in my heart: for I am from 
this moment drawing to my end. Then 
riling up he kiffed them,, and weeping faid. 
Hearken, My Brethren; and you My Sons, 
give ear to your father Reuben ; what I 
give in charge to you: .Behold I charge 
you this day before the God of heaven, 
that ye walk not in the ignorance of youth 
and fornication; wherein I indulged my 
felf, and defiled the bed of my father Ja- Gen.xxxv. 
cob. For, Ialfure you, that the Lord did ai ' xlix * 
therefore ftrike me with a fore plague in 4 ‘ 
my groin, for the fpace of feven months : 
and I had perifhed, if our father Jacob 
had not prayed to the Lord for me, be- 
caufe the Lord was minded to flay me. 

I was thirty years old when I did this 
evil in the fight of the Lord: and feven 
months was I fick t q death, and with a 
free heart did I feven years penance be¬ 
fore the Lord. / drank no wine , nor ftrong Da „. x . 3 . 
drink: and no fiefh came within my mouth , 

I tafied not any pleafant bread : but I mourn¬ 
ed for my Sin, becaufe it was great: and 
there ought to be no fuch thing done 
in Jfrael. 

§. 2. And now, My Sons, Hear me, that. 

I may fhew you what I faw concerning 
the feven Spirits of error in my repen¬ 
tance. Beliar fendeth feven Spirits againft 
a man, which are the fountain of the c‘°- 
works of youth: and feven Spirits are teIer - Njr - 
U 4 fend 
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fent to man in his creation, whereby all 
his works are to be performed. The firft 
is the Spirit of Life ; wherewith is cre¬ 
ated his being. The fecond is the Spirit 
of Seeing; wherewith cometh defire. The 
third is the Spirit of Hearing; wherewith 
cometh learning. The fourth is the Spirit 
of Smelling ; wherewith cometh a fen- 
fation for infoiration and expiration of the 
air. The fifth is the Spirit of Speech ; 
wherewith knowledge is gained. The fixth 
is the Spirit of Tailing; wherewith comes 
the participation of meat and drink, and 
through them is engendred ftrength: be- 
caufe the fubftance of ftrength is in meat. 
The feventh is the Spirit of Seed and Ge¬ 
neration ^ wherewith enters in fin, by 
pleafure. For this caufe, that is the Jaft 
thing of Creation, and the firft of Youth: 
becaufe it is full of ignorance j. and ig¬ 
norance leadeth the younger fort as a blind 
man into a ditch; and as an Ox to a pre¬ 
cipice. 

$ ]. Befides all thefe, there is the eighth 
Spirit, which is that of Sleep: \vherewith 
is created the wafting of nature, and the 
image of Death. With thefe Spirits, are 
mingled the Spirits of Error. Whereof, 
the firft is the Spirit of Lechery; which 
lieth within the nature'and fenfes of man. 
Tlie fecond is the Spirit of Unlatiable- 
nefs; and lieth in the belly.’ The third 
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is, the Spirit of Strife; and Iieth in in 
the liver, and in the bile. The fourth 
is the Spirit of Bravery and Gallantnefs; that 
the party may appear comely to excels. 
The fifth is the Spirit of Pride ; which 
moveth a man to mind great things, and to 
think highly of himfelf. The fixth is the 
Spirit ot Lying or Vain-glory, in boaft- 
ing falfely of a man’s lelf; and in a de¬ 
fire to fill his talk, with accounts of his 
ftock and kindred. The feventh is the 
Spirit of Unrighteoufnefs, with theft, and 
violent grafping at others goods; in or¬ 
der to perform the luftful pleafures of the 
heart. For Unrighteoufnefs worketh with all 
other Spirits, by taking guile for its part¬ 
ner. Unto all thefe Spirits, is matched 
the eighth Spirit; which is the Spirit of 
Sleep and Sluggifhnefs, in error and im- 
magination; and fo the fouls of all young 
folks perifh, becaufe their minds are dark¬ 
ened, and hidden from the truth, and un- 
derftand not the law of God, neither o- 
bey the admonition of their fathers; as 
it befel me in my youth. And now, My 
Sons, Love-the truth, and it fhall preferve 
you: It is I that inftruft you: Hearken 
to your father Reuben ; and let not your 
eyes run a gazing after a woman; neither 
be ye alone with a woman that is mar¬ 
ried ; neither do ye needlefsly feek out 
what women are doing. For if I had not 
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ieen Btlha bathing her felf, in a place 
that was covered, I had not fallen into 
that great wickednefs. But my mind ran 
fo upon the naked woman, that it luffer- 1 
ed me not to deep, till I had committed j 
that abomination. For while our father 
Gen.xxxv. Jacob was away at his father Ifaac* s, and we 
. were in Gader , hard by Efbrata , an houfe 
ic. iv. . gj- figtifiehem, Btlha was drunk; and as ; 
fhe lay afleep, uncovered in her chamber, 

I went in alfo, and feeing her nakednefs 
wrought wickednefs with her j and leav¬ 
ing her afleep went my way* By and by 
an Angel of God bewrayed my wickednefs 1 
. to my father Jacob ; who coming home 
mourned for me • and touched not Bilha any 1 
more* ' 

4. Donot you therefore look upon the 
beauty of women; neither mufe you up¬ 
on what they do : but walk with- fing- 
lenefs of heart in the fearof the Lord; and 
bufy your felves at your work, and in 
learning, and about your Flocks, until 
fiich time as the Lord fhall give you fuck 
a yoke-fellow as it feemeth good to 
him: that you may not fuller as I have 
done. I had not the affurance to look 
Jacob in the face, or to fpeak to any of 
my Brethern till my father died ; they 
did fo'muchreproch me. And to this day 
my confidence pinches me on account of 
my Sin*. Altho* ray father bid me be of 

good 
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good cheer; for that he had prayed to 
God for me, thdt the anger of the Lord 
might pafs away from me ; as the Lord 
Ihewed me. From that time therefore 
I kept my felf, and did not Sin. On 
which account, My Sons, obferve every thing 
that I give you in charge; and you fhall 
not Sin. For fornication is the deftru&i- 
on of the Soul; it feparates from God, 
and leads unto idolatry ; for it feduces 
the mind, and the undemanding, and brings 
young Men down to the grave before 
their time : for fornication hath deftroy- 
ed many : for whether the party be old, 
or noble, it fixes a reproach upon him, 
with Beliar, and with the Sons of men. 

And it was becaufe Jofeph kept himfel'f 
from all women, and cleanfed his thoughts 
from every kind Of uncleannefs, that he 
found grace before the Lord, and before 
men. For the Egyptian woman did many 
things to him, and called to the Ma¬ 
gicians, arid brought to him a magick-po- <r e p. y 0 p 
tion • bht tfie purpofe of his Soul did §•<*- 
not admit an evil defire. 'Wherefore the 
God Of iny fathers delivered him from 
every vifible and concealed kind of death. 

For in cafe fornication does not prevail 
overyOUr mind, neither will Be liar pre¬ 
vail againft you. 

' §. 5. !My Sons, women are wicked ; be- 
catife 'when they have no authority or 

power 
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power over a man, they contrive by their 
drefs to draw him unto them; and him whom 
they cannot conquer by force, they con¬ 
quer by deceit. For the Angel, of God laid 
to me, concerning them, and taught me, that 
women are more fub)e£t to the fpir it of forni¬ 
cation than men; and have contrivances, in 
their heart againft men, and deceive them 
by their ornaments ; and that in the firft 

} )lace they affeft the mind, and by the Eyes 
ow poifon ; and then they carry them cap¬ 
tive to the deed it felf: for a woman cannot 
force a man. Avoid therefore, fornicati¬ 
on, My Sons, and give it in charge to your 
Wives and Daughters, that they do not a- 
dorn their heads, and their faces: for e- 
very woman that deceives men by fuch 
arts, is referved for the punifhment of the 
future World. For fo did they deceive the 
Enoch Be Egregori , before the Flood ; when by fee- 
fwf v * n S thofe women continually, they defired 
t, 7 . ' one the other; and they conceived in their 
mind what they would do, and they were 
transformed into the figures of men, and 
when their Husbands accompanied with 
them they appeared to them at the fame 
time : and tnefe women defiring their com¬ 
pany, in their imaginations, bear Giants : 
for the Egregori appeared to them as reach¬ 
ing up to Heaven. 

§. 6 , Keep your felves therefore from 
fornication, and if you will have a pure 

mind 
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mind keep' your fenfes from every female.- 
Givethefemalesalfoa charge that jthey have 
no commerce with men; th^t they alio may 
have a pure mind: for perpetual conventi¬ 
on, tho 5 the wicked a£t be not done, is to thole 
females an incurable Jdifeafe: but to you the 
eternal reproach of Beliar: for fornication 
hath neithet\underftanding nor piety in it: 
and all violence of temper inhabits in the 
luft thereof. On this account ye will vio¬ 
lently envy the Sons of Levi ; and you will Num.xvi. 
endeavour to be exalted above them ; but »• 
will not be able. For God will execute 
vengeance for them, and ye lhall die with 
an evil death. For God hath given to 
Levi- the principality, and [next] to Judah. 

After him to Me, and to Dan, and to Jofeph ; 
that we Ihould be rulers. On this account 
I charge you to hearken to Levi; for he 
lhall know the Law of the Lord, and lhall 
give diftinft judgment, and [afcertain the ] 
Sacrifices of all lfrael , until the completion 
of the times of Chrift, the High-Prieft ; 
of whom the Lord hath fpoken. I adjure 
you by the God of Heaven, that you ob- 
ferve truth every one with his neighbour; 
and that you approach to Levi in humility 
of heart, that you may receive a Blefling 
from his mouth: for he lhall blefs lfrael 
and [approach ye aljo with humility of heart 
to3 Judah ; for in him has the Lord chofen 
to reign over all the people. Do ye alfo 

wor- 
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worfhip his Seed : for He fhall die for you 
in vifible and invifible Wars, and fhaU be 
among you an eternal King. 

§. 7. And Re//be n died, when he had 
given [ this] charge to his children : and 
they put him. in a coffin *, until they might 
.bring him out of Egypt ; when they buried 
him in Hebron, in the double Cave, {the Cave 
Gen. xxiii. 0 j? jtf ac pelah^\ where his Fathers were. 

S Y M E O N. 

§. 1. A Copy of the words of Symeott 
which he fpafee to his Sons, 
before he died, in the 1201th year of his 
life: in which year Jofepb died. They 
came to vifit him in his fickneis ; and rai- 
iing himfelf he fat up, and killed them, 
and laid unto them : 

4. 2. Hearken, My Sons, hearken to Sy- 
meon your father; as to what I have in my 
heart. I was born the fecond Son of Ja¬ 
cob my father : and my mother Leah called 
me Symeon , becaufe the Lord heard my 
s te & cor- P ra y er * J was very ftrong, J feared ho 
tea. labour, and was not afraid of any t thing: 
Ge». xxix. for my. heart was hard, and my inward 
33 ‘ parts unmov’d, and my bowels were with¬ 
out compaffion: for courage is beftowed on 
men by the Moft High, both as toSouls and 
Bodies. And at that time I envyed Jofepb, 
becaufe our father loved hun: and I har¬ 
dened 
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dened my inward parts, againft him, to 
flay him: for the Prince of Error fent the 
Spirit of envy, and blinded my mind ; fo 
that I did not confider him as a brother, 
and had no regard to Jacob my father. But 
his God, and the God of his fathers, deli¬ 
vered him from mine hands. For as I went 
to Shechem , to carry ointment to the flocks; 
an d as Reuben went to Dothaim, where lay 
our provifions, and all the trealure we had, 
Judas , my brother, fold him to the Ifmael- su¬ 
ites. Now when Reuben came, he was xxxv 
grieved; for he intended to preferve him ai,a 
for his father. But I was angry with Ju¬ 
dah, that he let him go away alive: and I 
continued five months in my anger at him. 
However, the Lord hundred me, and did 
not permit me to lay hands upon him : for 
my right hand was half of it withered for 
feven Days : and I knew, My Sons, that 
this befel me fovjofeph's fake. Whereupon 
I repented, and wept, and prayed to the 
Lord, that he would reftore my hand; and 
I would abftain from all pollution, and en¬ 
vy, and from all fort of folly : for I knew 
that I had intended to do what was wicked 
before the Lord, and before Jacob our fa¬ 
ther, out of envy to Jofeph our brother. 

§. 3. And now, My Sons, keep your felves 
from the Spirits of deceit and of envy; for 
envy has dominion qf the intire mind of 
man, and does not fuffer him either to eat 
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or drink, or to do any thing that is good j 
it always fuborhs him to flay him that is 
the object of envy, while He ltill flourifhes, 
and the envious man withers away. I af- 
Aided my Soul by falling two years of days 
in the fear of the Lord : and I knew that 
the diifolution of envy is by the fear ot God; 
if any one flies to the Lord, the wicked 
Spirit flies from him, and the mind becomes 
light. After which, the party fympathizes 
with him that is envied. He does not con¬ 
demn thofe that love him, and fo he ceales 
to envy any more. 

§. 4. Now my father was ftill enquiring 
. about me, became he faw me look fad; and, 
I faid, I am not well inwardly: for I griev¬ 
ed more than all the reft, that I had been 
an occafion of the felling of Jofeph. And 
when we went down into Egjpt, and he 
bound me, I knew that I fuflered juftly, 
and I bare it patiently. Now Jofeph was 
a good man, and had the Spirit of God 
in him; he was of a compaflionate and 
merciful difpolition, and fo he did not lay 
to heart what I had done to him : but he 
moreover loved me, as he alfo did his o- 
ther brethren. Keep your felves therefore, 
My Sons, from all fpite and envy ; and go 
on in fimplicity of Soul, and with a good 
Tefi. Jo- heart; as mindful of your father’s brother: 
/tfb. £17. 'CJofeph :] that God may give you grace 
and glory, and may fend a blefling upon 

your 
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your Heads; as you fee he did to him. 
All the while we lived with him, he ne¬ 
ver reproached us concerning that mat¬ 
ter ; but loved us as his own Soul: and 
bellowed honour upon us, more than up¬ 
on his own Sons : and he freely bellow¬ 
ed upon us riches, and cattel, and the 
fruits of the land. Do you therefore, eve¬ 
ry one of you, My Dear Sons, love his 
brother with a good Heart, and banilh 
away from you the Spirit of Envy: for 
that makes the Soul favage, and corrupts 
the Body; fuggefts wrath and war to the 
Thoughts, and provokes Men to fhed Blood, 
and puts the Mind into diforder, and liif- 
fers not the Underftanding to exert it lelf: 
hay, moreover, it takes away Sleep, and 
brings dilquiet upon the Mind, and tremb¬ 
ling upon the Body: for even in Sleep, 
feme fpice of Malice remains in the Ima¬ 
gination, and gnaws the Man ; it both 
difturbs his Soul, and diforders his Body, 
and awakes the Mind as out of a fright; 
and it appears to Men as what has a 
wicked Spirit, diffufing poifon. 

§. 5. It was for this reafon, that Jo- 
fefh was beautiful in his afpe£t, and fair 
in his countenance, becaufe nothing that was 
wicked dwelt in him : for the countenance 
difcovers when the Spirit is troubled. And 
now, My Sons, purify your Hearts before 
the Lord, and purify your ways before 
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Men; and you fhall find favour before 
God and Men. And keep your felves from 
fornication : for fornication is the mother 
of all evils : it is what feparates us from 
God, and brings nigh to Beliar. For I 
faw in the character of the Scripture 
of Enoch , that your Sons, as well as your 
felves, will be corrupted by fornication, 
and will ufe their fword injurioufly againft 
Levi : but they will not be able to pre¬ 
vail againft Levi : for he fhall fight the 
battel of the Lord, and fhall overcome all 
your encampment, and you fhall become . 
few in number ; and befcattered m\orby\ Le¬ 
vi, [on account of your injury to Levi.] Judah , 
fhall be that tribe of you that fhall afford 
you a Ruler ; as our father Jacob alfo fore¬ 
told, in his Bleflings. [Gen. xlix. 8 -12.] 

§. 6 . Behold, I have foretold you all 
things ; that I may be clear of the fin 
of your Souls. But if you caft away from you 
envy, and all hardnefs of heart, my bones 
fhall flourifh as a rofe in Ifrael ; and my 
flefh as a lily in Jacob ; and my odor, 
fhall be as the odor of Ltbanus ; [frankin- 
cenfei ] and Holy ones, fhall. multiply out 
of me for ever ; and their branches fhall 
be for a long time: Then fhall the feed 
of Canaan perifh; and there fhall be 
no remains of Jmalek , and all the Cappa¬ 
docians, [ Caphtorim, ] and all the Hittites 
fhall be deftroyed. Then fhall the Land 
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of Ham fail; and all [her] people fhall 
perifh. Then fhall the whole Earth be 
at reft from trouble; and whatfoever is un* 
der the Heaven, fhall be free from war* 

Then fhall Sent be glorified; becaufe the 
Lord, the great God of Ifrael^ fhall ap¬ 
pear upon Earth, as a Man, and fhall 
lave Adam by Him. Then fhall all the 
the Spirits of Error be given to be tro- 
den down; and Men fhall reign over thofe 
wicked Spirits. Then fhall I rife again 
with gladnefs, and fhall blefs the Moft High 
for his wonderful works ; when God fhall 
take a Body, and fhall converfe with Men, 
and fhall fave them. 

7. And now. My Sons, Be obedient 
to Levi ; and ye fhall be redeemed by Ju¬ 
dah. But do not ye exaltyour felves in oppo- 
fition to thefe two tribes : for out of them 
fhall arife the Salvation of God. For the 
Lord will raife up out of Levi *one that fhall *J oh ” ,Li 
be as an High-Pried ; and out of Judah Ba f u fi‘ 
fone that fhall be as a King ; God and t 
Man. So will he fave all the Gentiles, andA"** 
the flock of IfraeL Wherefore I give you 
thefe things in charge, that you may give 
them in charge to your. Sons, that they may 
obferve them in their generations. 

§. 8. And Symeon made an end of the 
; charge that he gave to his Sons : and he 
.flept with his fathers, being 120 years of 
I age. And they put him in a coffin, made 
X 2 of 
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of wood that would not putrify ; [Shittim 
wood-,'] in order to bring nis bones back to 
Hebron. And they brought them back *in 
the Egyptian war privately : for the Egyp¬ 
tians kept the bones of JoJepk in the private 
Sepulchres belonging to their Kings. For 
their Inchanters laid to them, that when 
the bones of Jofepk fhould be carried out of 
Egypt , there would be a mill and darknefs 
over all Egypt , and a very great plague up¬ 
on the Egyptians ; fo that one man fhould 
not be able to find his brother, no not with 
a candle. 

9. And His Sons wept for Symeon their 
father, according to the cuftom of mourn¬ 
ing. And they were in Egypt until the day 
when they went out of Egypt by the hand 
of Mofes. 

LEVI. 

§. 1. \ Copy of the words of Levi, 

Jl\_ what he gave in charge to his 
Sons, about all things that they were to 
do ; and about all things that fhould befal 
them until the day of judgment. He was 
well in health when he called them to him, 
but he had aVifion that he fhould foon die-. 
Now when they were gathered together lie- 
faid to them, I 

§. 2 . I Levi was conceived in Charran ,3 
and there was I born: and I afterward^ 

came 
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came with my father to Sychsm. Now I 
was but young, about 20 years of age, 
when I, with Symeon , executed vengeance 
on Emor, upon account of. our After Dina. 
But as I was feeding the flock in Abslmeho- 
lah , The Spirit of Underftanding of the 
Lord came upon me, and I favv that all men 
had darkened their way, and that wicked- 
nels had built it lelf walls, and that iniqui- 
. ty fat upon towers : and I was grieved for 
mankind : and I prayed to the Lord that I 
1 might be faved. Whereupon fleep fell up¬ 
on me, #nd I faw an high mountain ; It 
was the mountain of the (hield in Abelmeho- 
lah : and, behold, the Heavens were open¬ 
ed, and an Angel of the Lord faid to me, 
hezfi^ Come in hither : and I entred out of 
the firft Heaven into the fecond : and there 
I (aw water, hanging between this Heaven 
and that. And I faw a third Heaven, much 
more Iplendid than thofe two: for its alti¬ 
tude was immenfe. And I faid to the An¬ 
gel, Wherefore is this? And the Angel 
laid to me, Do not thou wonder at thefe 
things : for thou fhalt fee four other Hea¬ 
vens, more fplendid, and incomparably 
finer, when thou fhalt afcend thither ; [to 
the third Heavens.'] For thou fhalt ftand 
near to the Lord, and fhalt be his minifter, 
and fhalt declare his myfteries to men, and 
fhalt openly foretell the future redemption 
of Ifrael: and by thee, and Judah , the 
X 1 • ' Lord 
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Lord /ball be feen among men, laving by 
them all mankind: and tny livelihood fhall 
be out of the Lord’s portion; and He fhall 
be thy field, and vineyard, fruits, filver, 
and gold. 

§. j. Hear therefore what I have to lay 
about the feven Heavens. The loweft is 
on that account the moft melancholy, be- 
caufe it adjoins to all the unrighteoufnels 
of Men. The fecond contains Fire, Snow, 
Hail, which are ready againft the day 
when the Lord commands them, out of 
the righteous judgment of God. In this, 
are all the Avenging Spirits, made ufe of 
to bring vengeance on the unjuft. In the 
third, are the Powers of the Hofts, [Po- 
ers and Ho/ls,"] which are ordained againft 
the day of judgment, to execute vengeance 
on the Spirits of Error, and of Beliar. But 
thole which are unto the fourth [Heaven] 
above thefe, are Holy Ones : becaufe the 
fupream Glory inhabits above all, in the 
Holy of Holies, above all San£tity. In the 
next after this, are the Angels of the Pre¬ 
fence of the Lord; who minifter and make 
attonement with the Lord, for all the fins 
of Ignorance of the Righteous. Now thefe 
Offer to the Lord, as a fweet lavour, a 
realbnable and unbloody Oblation. In the 
next under this, are thofe. Angels,, who car¬ 
ry anfwers to the Angels of the Prefence 
of the Lord. In the next after this, are 
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Thrones.and Authorities: wherein Hymns 
are offered to God perpetually. When there¬ 
fore the Lord looks down upon us, We are 
all fhaken; the Heavens alfo, and the Earth, 
and the Abyffes are fhaken at the prefence 
Qf his Majefly. But the Sons of Men ftill 
fin, and are infenfible of thefe things, and 
provoke the Moll High to anger. 

§. 4. Know ye therefore, that the Lord 
will execute judgment upon the Sons of 
Men, who, when the Rocks fhall be rent> and 
J the Sun be put out, and the Waters be dri¬ 
ed up, and the Fire fhall make a trembling, 
and the whole Creation fhall be difordered, 
and the invifible Sprits fhall melt away, 
and the invifible World fhall be defpoiled, 
at thepaflion of theMoft High, will yet be 
incredulous, and continue in their unrigh¬ 
teous a&ions. For this reafon fhall they be 
adjudged to punifhment. The Moft High 
then has heard thy prayer, in order to fepar- 
ate thee from unrignteoufnefs, and to make 
thee to him a Son, and a Servant, and a 
Minifter of his prefence. Thou fhalt be as 
a luminary to illuminate the pofterity of 
; Jacob, with the Light of Knowledge ; and 
thou fhalt be as a Sun to all the Seed of 
Ifrasl ; and a Bleffing fhall be given to thee, 
and to all thy Seed, until the Lord vifit all 
the Gentiles in the bowels of his Son for 
ever. However, thy Sons will lay hands 
upon him to crucify him. And for this rea- 
X 4 fon 
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fon it is that Counfel and Understanding is 
given to thee, to admonifh thy Sons about 
this Matter : for he that bleffeth him ftiall 
be blefled : but thofe that curfe him Shall 
perifh. 

§. f And the Angel opened me the 
gates of Heaven, and I law the Holy Tem¬ 
ple, and the Moft High upon the Throne 
of Glory. And He faid to me, Levi, To 
thee have I given the bleflings of the Prieft- 
hood, until I come and inhabit in the midft 
of Ifrael. Then the Angel conduced me 
down upon the Earth, and gave me a weap¬ 
on, and a Sword; and faid, Do thou execute 
vengeance on Sychem, for Dina ; and I will 
be with thee : for the Lord hath fent me. 
And I flew at that time the Sons of Emor 
as it was written in the Tables of the Hea¬ 
vens. And I laid unto him, I befeech thee, 
O Lord, Tell me thy Name: that I may 
call upon thee in the day of affliction. And 
He faid to me, I am that Angel who plead 
for the flock of Ifrael , that it may not be 
utterly fmitten down : for every wicked 
Spirit fet$ himfelf againft them. Now af¬ 
ter this I awaked, and blefled the Moft 
High, and that Angel who pleaded for the 
flock of Ifrael , 'and all righteous Men. 

§. 6. And afloon as I came to my fa¬ 
ther, I found a brazen Shield : whence it 
was that the mountain was called . : . The 
Shield : for it is near GehaL on the right 

hand 
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hand of Abila : and I kept thefe words ia 
my Heart. It was I that advifed my fa¬ 
ther, and Reuben my brother, that he fhould 
declare to the Sons of Emor that they fhould 
jbe circumcifed: for my zeal was kindled G 
on account of that abomination they had IS,&C ‘ 
wrought in lfrarf. I alfo flew Sychem among 
the firft, and Symeon [ flew'] Emor. After 
which our brethren came and fmote the 
City with the edge of the fword. Now 
our father heard ot it, and was angry, and 
grieved •, becaufe they had firft received cir- Vf 3 °* 
cumcifion, and after that were flain : and 
he did otherwife in his bleflings. For we *“*' 5,6f 
finned in that we did this without his ap¬ 
probation : and even he was affli&ed in that 
day. But I faw that the Decree of God 
was for evil upon Sychem ; becaufe they 
would have done to Sarah as they did to 
Dina our After ; though the Lord hindred 
them. So alfo did they perfecute Abraham 
our father, when he was a ftranger ; and 
they trampled on his flocks, when they 
wore heavy upon him; as they did greatly 
torment Jeblai, one that was born in his 
houfe. Nay, indeed, they did the lame 
thing to all ftrangers; feizing upon their 
wives by force, and driving thofe ftrangers 
into foreign countries. And the wrath of the Aiiu&d t» 
Lord came upon them to the uttermofi. 

§. 7. And I faid to my father, Sir, Be *5. ^‘ 1V 
Hot angryfof the Lord will bring to 
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nought the Canaanites by thee, and will 
give their land to thee, and to tby feed 
after thee: for from this day, fhall the 
City Sychem be called, The City of the fool- 
ijh : for as any one would deride a fool, 
lo have we had them in derifion • becaufe 
they wrought folly in Ifraef in defiling 
our filler. Upon which we took our filler 
away thence; and removed and came to 
Bethel. 

§. 8. And here again, it was that I law 
fomewhat as I had done before ; and this 
after we had flayed there 70 days. And 
I faw feven men in white raiment, who 
faid to me, Rife up, and put on the coat 
of Priefthood; the crown of Righteouf- 
nels; the breaft-plate of Underftanding ; 
and the robe of Truth; and the [gold¬ 
en] plate of Faith ; and the mitre of the 
Sign ; and the ephod of Prophecy. And 
every -one of them, brought his parti¬ 
cular part of the Habit, and put them 
on me: and they faid, From this time, 
be thou a Prieft of the Lord, thou and 
thy Seed for ever. And the firft of them, 
anointed me with Holy Oil, and gave 
me the Rod of Judgment. The fecond 
of them, walked me with pure water, 
and fed me with Bread and Wine, thofe 
moft Holy Things j and he clothed me 
with the holy and glorious Coat. The 
third, clothed me with a linnen garment, 
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which was like an Ephod. The fourth, 
put about me a Girdle, as it were of Pur- 
ple> The fifth, gave me a branch of an # 
Olive-Tree of fatnefs. The fixth, put a 
Crown upon my Head. The feventh, put 
a Mitre of Priefthood about my Head, 
and filled my hands with incenfe, that I 
might execute the office of Priefthood to 
the Lord. And they faid to me, Levi, 

Thy feed fhali be divided into three prin¬ 
cipal Branches, for a fign of the Glory of 
the Lord who is to come. He that be- 
lieveth, he fhali be the firft lot: and . 
there fhali not be any one greater than he. fleazarf 
The fecond fhali be in the Priefthood, . . * Family of 
The third fhali be called by a New Name; ^ a ™ ar * 
becaufe a. King fhali be raifed up out of ? r ‘fpwd. 
Judah , and fhali ordain a New Priefthood, 
according to the type of the Gentiles, [cf 
. Melchifedek ] and for all the Gentiles. Now 
his coming will be ineffable, as of a Pro¬ 
phet of the Moft High, of the Seed of Abra¬ 
ham our father. Whatfoever is defirable in 
IJrael fhali be for thee, and for thy Seed; 
and ye fhali eat every thing that is good¬ 
ly to fee to, and thy Seed fhali diftribute 
the table of the Lord; and out of them, 
fhali be Priefts and Judges and Scribes: 
for the Sanctuary fhali be kept by their 
dire&ion. And when I was awake, I. 
underftood that this f Vifton ] was like 
the other. However, I kept this in my 

Heart, 
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Heart, and did not declare it to any Man 
upon Earth. 

$. 9. And after two days I and Judah 
went up to Ifaacy with our father. And 
my Father’s Father bleffed me, according 
to the words of my vifions which I had 
feen. And He would not go with us to 
Bethel. Now as we came to Bethel, my fa¬ 
ther Jacob faw in a vifion concerning me, 
that I fhould be to them a Prieft with God. 
And he rofe up in the morning, and by me 
Offered tythes of all he had to the Lord. 
And we came to Hebron to dwell. And 
Jfaac called me frequently to admonifh me 
of the Law of the Lord ; as the Angel of 
God had ihewed me. And he inftru&ed me 
in the Law of the Priefthood, of Sacrifices, 
of Burnt-offerings, of firft Fruits, of Free¬ 
will-offerings, and of Thank-offerings. And 
he fpent fome time every day in teaching me, 
and was diligent about me before the Lord. 
And He faid to me, Preferve thy felf, My 
Son, from the Spirit of Fornication : for it 
is a permanent evil, and will pollute thy 
Holy things by the means of thy Seed. 
Wherefore, take to thy felf a wife, whilfl: 
thou art yet young, one that is without 
blot, unpolluted, but neither out of the 
race of Foreigners, nor of Gentiles. And 
before thou entreft into the Holy place waih 
thy felf all over ; and when thou killed the 
Sacrifice wafh thy felf. And when thou a- 
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gain prepare!! the Sacrifice waih thy felf. 
Bring before the Lord the fruit of 12 trees, 
that have their leaves continually; as Abra¬ 
ham inftru&ed me ; and Offer a Sacrifice 
of every clean Animal, and \everf\ clean 
Foul unto the Lord. Offer alfo the firft 
fruits of what is firft ripe, and of thy wine, 
a Sacrifice to the. Lord : and every Sacri¬ 
fice fhalt thou fait with fait. 

§. 10. Now therefore, My Sons, keepwhat- 
fbever I give you in charge: for whatfoever 
I have heard of my father’s I have declared 
to you. I am innocent of all your impiety 
and tranfgreflion, which you will be guilty 
of in the confummation of the ages, in 
dealing impioufly with the Saviour of the 
World : feducing Ifrael, aryl ftirring up great 
mifchiefs to them from the Lord. And 
you will tranfgrefs, together with Jfrael ; 
infomuch that Jerusalem will not be able to 
fupport it felf before the face of your'wiek- 
ednefs. Nay, the veil of the Temple will 
be rent, and will not cover your fhame. 
And you fhall be fcattered as Captives a- 
mong the Gentiles; and you fhall be for a 
reproach and a curfe, and for a conculca- 
tion: for the Houfe which the Lord will 
choofe, fhall be called Jerufalem: as is con¬ 
tained in the Book of Enoch the righteous. 

§. 11. When therefore I took me a wife, 
I was 28 years of age, and her name was 
Melcha y and fhe conceived and bare [a 

Son,J 
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Sew ,3 and called his name Gerfam j be- 
caule we were fojourners in our own land: 
for Gerfam fignifies a fojourner. And I knew 
this concerning him, that he would not 
be in the firft rank. Moreover, Kjuith was 
born in my 3 5 th year, at Sun-riling. Now 
I faw in a Vifion, that He flood in the 
midft of the Congregation on high. For 
which reafon Ihe called his name Kjiath :... 
Dele vet which is [a Congregation ;3 [the beginning of 
cortege, magnitude and inftruttion^\ A third Son fhe 
alfo bear to me, Merari ; in the 40th year 
of my life ; and becaufe his mother had 
hard labour, Ihe called him Merari , that is, 
my bitternefs : for fhe died her felf. Now Jo- 
chabed in the 64th year of my age was 
born in Egypt: lor I was at that time glo¬ 
rious in the midfl of my brethren. 

§. 12. And Gerfam took a wife, and fhe 
v ; bear him Lomni , [Lobni, 3 and Semei. And 
i«, &=c. the Sons of Kaath were Abram , [Amram^ 
IJaar , Chebron , and Oziel. And the Sons of 
Merari were Molthe , and Omoife. And in 
my 94th year Abram , [ Amram ,] took my 
daughter Jochabed to himfelf to wife ; for 
they were born the lame day, both He and 
my Daughter. I was 8 years old when I 
came into Canaan : and 18 years old when 
. I flew Sjchem: and 19 years old when I 
entred on the Priefthood : and at 28 years 
of age I took a wife : and when I was 40 
£493 years old I entred into Egypt. And 

behold 
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behold now, My Sons, the third genera* 
tion. Jofeph died in my u 8th year. 

§. i j. And now, My Sons, I charge you. 
Fear the Lord your God out of your whole 
Heart, and walk in fimplicity of Heart, ac¬ 
cording to his whole Law. Do you alfo 
inftrufit your children in learning, that they 
may have Underftanding in their whole 
Life, by reading continually the Law of 
God : for every one that fhall know the 
Law of God fhall be honoured, and fhall 
not be a ftranger wherever he goes. For 
he fhall have many friends more than his 
Parents had; and many Men fhall defire to 
fervc him, and to hear the Law out of his 
mouth. Exercife Righteoufnefs, My Sons, 
upon Earth, that you may find it in the 
Heavens : and fow good things in your 
Souls, that you may find them in your Life: 
for if you fow evil things, you fhall reap all 
kind of trouble and affliction. v Get Wifi 
dom, in the fear of God, with diligence. 
For in cafe there happen a Captivity, and 
cities be deftroyed, and countries, and gold, 
and filver, and all forts of poffeffion be de¬ 
ftroyed, no one can take away theWifdom 
of the wife Man : nothing can do that but 
the blindnefs of impiety, and the darknefs 
of fin. Then will this Wifdom become to 
him matter of glory, among his enemies ; * 
and like his own country in a foreign land: ^ 
and he will be difcovered to be a friend in ’ 

the 
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the midff of enemies. Whofoever {hall 
teach thefe things and do them, he fhall fit 
with a King ; as did Jofeph our brother. 

§. 14. And now, My Sons, I know from 
theScripture of Enoch in tne end you will 

a£fc impioufly ; laying hands upon the Lord 
in all wickednefs: and your brethren will 
be alhamed of you ; and you will be made 
a laughing flock to all the Gentiles. For 
your tather Ifrael is pure from the impiety 
of the. High-Priefts, who will lay their 
hands upon the Saviour of the World, The 
Heaven is purer than the Earth • and you 
are the luminaries of Heaven, as the Sun, 
and the Moon. What will all the Gentiles 
do, if you fhall be darkened with impiety ? 
and you will bring down a curfe upon that 
flock of yours, upon which fhall come 
that Light of the World* which fhall be 
bellowed on you for the enlightening every 
Man. You will take it away, and you will 
teach commands oppofite to the righteous 
Laws of God - you will fteal the offerings 
of God, and take away by theft fbme of 
his portions ; and you will take pofleflion 
of the choice parts before you facrifice to the 
Lord; and in contempt will eat \them\ with 
harlots ; and will teach the commands of 
the Lord out of covetoufnefs: you will de¬ 
file married women, and violate the cha- 
ftity of the virgins of Ifrael, and will be 
* joined with wicked and adulterous wives : 

you 
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you will [ alfo] take the daughters of Geij- 
tiles for wives; purifying them with an 
illegal purification ; and your accompany¬ 
ing with them will be as that of Sodom. and 
Gamorrha, in impiety : and you will be 
puffed *up on account of your Priefthood, as Vj.* llii' 
elated in oppofition to other Men. And 9 —> 3- 
not this only, but you will be puffed up in 24,2y * 
Oppofition to the commands of God : you 
Will make a jeft of Holy things, laughing at 
them, with contempt. 

15. For thefe caufes, that very Temple 
which the Lord lhall choofe fhall become 
defblate ; and you fhall be captives among 
all the Gentiles • and you fhall be an abo¬ 
mination among them; and fhall receive 
reproach and eternal fhame from the righ¬ 
teous judgment of God ; and all thofe that 
fee you fhall avoid you. And were it not 
for the lake of Abraham , and Ifaac, and Ja¬ 
cob your fathers, not one ,of your Seed 
fhould be left upon the Earth. 

16. And now I know what is in the 
Book of Enoch, that you will {after that ] Da „. [x 
wander {in error} feventy weeks {of years 24,25 ,z<j. 
and will profane the Priefthood, and pol¬ 
lute the Sacrifices, and will make the Law 

of none efleft, and will defpife the words 
of the Prophets ; in your perverfe behavi¬ 
our you will persecute righteous men, and 
hate the godly ; you will abominate the 
words of thofe that fpeak truth ; and you 
Y will 
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will declare that Man that comes to renew 
the Law, by the power of the Moft High, 
to be* an Impoftor. And, at laft, as you 
will fuppofe, you will flay him; without 
knowing of his refurre&ion: [and] you will 
receive innocent blood malicioufly upon 
your Head. And for his fake, your Holy 
Place fhall become defolate ; being profan¬ 
ed to the foundation: and your place fhall 
not be pure ; but you fhall be among the 
Gentiles for a curfe, and for a difperfion ; 
until the fame perfon fhall vifit you again, 
and fhall have compaflion upon you, ana 
fhall receive you by faith and water. 

§. 17. And finee you have heard about 
the feventy weeks j Hearken [alfo] about 
the Priefthood : for the Priefthood fhall be 
according to every Jubilee. And in the 
firfl: Jubilee, He that fhall be firft Anointed 
into the Priefthood fhall be great, and fhall 
Aaron. fpeak to God as to 1 a Father; and his Prieft¬ 
hood fhall be compleat, with the fear of 
the Lord : and in the day of his gladnefs 
he fhall rife again for the Salvation of the 
Samuel World. He that fhall be anointed in the 
t Sam , i. fecond Jubilee fliall be conceived in the for- 
row of beloved [Sons,] and his Priefthood 
fhall be honourable ; and He fhall be glo- 
Jehohdah. rjfied by all. But the third Prieft fhall be 
jenmiah. affumed in forrow. And the fourth fliall be 
in troubles; for unrighteoufnefs fhall be 
laid upon him, and multiplied againft him • 

and 
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and all ifrdel fhall hate every one his neigh¬ 
bour. The fifth fhall be a flurried in dark- 
nefs ; as alfo the fixth, and the feventh. s~™b e .* 
But under the feventh mail be fueh a pro- Jonathan. 
fenation as I am not able [or permitted] to Vid -J e fff 
exprefs ; before the Lord, and before Men: 
for they that fhall be the aftors will know 
it. On account of which they fhall be in Uf,i)er Ar ~ 
Captivity, and be fpoiled, and tlieir land mZZ. 
and their fubftance fhall be brought to no- 4 e/j, x . 
thing. And in the fifth week [of years'] 45 > 4 $* 
they fhall return to their Land, which was 
become defblate; and fhall renew the Houfe 
Of the Lord. But in the feventh feptenary 
fhall come Priefts that fhall be Idolaters, 
cjuarrelfome, lovers of money, proud, un¬ 
juft, impure, Sodomites and Buggerers. 

§.18. And after vengeance fhall have 
been taken of thefe, by the Lord, and 
the Priefthood 1 fhall fail, the Lord will 
faifp up a new Prieft, to whom all the 
words of the Lord fhall be revealed. And 
He fhall make a Judgment of Truth, in - 
the fulnefs of days. And His Star fhall a- 
tile, in Heaven, as of a Kjng y affording 
light, the light of Knowledge, above the 
Sun in the day-time. And He fhall be mag- Ignat* ad 
nified in the whole World, until his affump- Iff $ 1 ,?• 
tion. *This perfon, fhall fhine as the Sun ffllfiji 
in the Earth. He fhall take away all dark- coming . 
iiefs, out of the lower World, and there 
fhall be peace in all the Earth. The Hea- cond coni• 
Y 2 vens, h, &- 
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vfcns, fhall leap for joy in his days; and the 
Earth lhall be glad, and the Clouds fhall 
rejoice, and the knowledge of the Lord, 
fhall be poured out upon the Earth, as the 
water of the feas. And the Angels of Glo¬ 
ry, and of the Prefence of the Lord, fliall 
rejoice in Him. The Heavens lhall be ope¬ 
ned; and out of the Temple of Glory, 
fhall the San&ification come upon Him, 
with the voice of his hither, as [it came ] 
*untO Abraham , the father of Ifaac. And 
the -glory of the Moft High, fhall be pro¬ 
nounced upon Him •, and the Spirit of Un- 
derftanding and of Sanctification, fhall reft 
upon Him. By water lhall He impart the 
glorious Gifts of the Lord to his Sons, in 
truth, for ever: and there fhall be none 
to fucceed to Him, from one generation to 
another, for ever. And under his Prieft- 
hood, the Gentiles fhall be multiplied in 
knowledge, upon the Earth; and (hall be 
illuminated, by the grace of the Lord. 
But Ifrasl, lhall be made little by their ig¬ 
norance, and lhall be darkened by their for- 
row. And under his Priefthood, all fin fhall 
foil, and the wicked lhall leave off to af 
fliCt; but the righteous fhall reft in him. 
For He lhall open the gates of Paradice 
and fhall flop the threatening fword, that was 
placed againft Adam • and lhall give to his 
Holy Ones, to eat of the Tree of Life ; and 
the Spirit of Holinefs lhall be upon them. 

And 


Digitized by 


Google 


i 



C W ) 

'And Bettor fhall be bound by him; and xx -'>*>*• 
He fhall give power to his Children, to Luc ‘ X I9 
tread, upon all the wicked, Spirits • and the 
Lord Jfnall rejoice in his Children ; and 
the Lord flmll be pleafed with his belov¬ 
ed, for all ages. Then fhall Abraham , Ifaac, 
and Jacob, leap for joy: I alfo fhall be 
glad j and all tne Saints fhall put on glad- 
nefs. 

*19. And now, My Sons, Ye have 
heard all. Choofe therefore for your felves, 
either darknefs or light; either the Law 
of the Lord, or the Works of Bsliar. And 
we anfwered our father, faying, We will 
walk before the Lord, according to his 
law. And our father faid, The Lord is Sfe j 0 ^ 
witnefs; and his Angels are witnefles; and xxiv, 
Jfam witnefs ; and Ye are witnefles of this 
word of your mouth. And we faid, They 
are witnefles. And thus Levi made an end 
of the Charge that he gave to his Sons : 
and he ftretched out his feet, and was ga¬ 
thered to his fathers: having lived 137 
years. And they put him in a coffin, and 
afterward buried him in Hebron , near to 
Abraham , and IJaac , and Jacob. 

J V D A S. 

§•1. A .Copy of the words of Judas , 

/"V which he fpake to his Sons be¬ 
fore he died. They gathered themfelves 
Y j tQgether 
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together unto him ; and he faid unto them: 
1 was my father’s fourth Son • and my mo¬ 
ther Lea named me Judas j faying, I will 
give praife unto the Lord , becaufe he hath 
farther given me a fourth Son. I was quick 
and diligent in my youth, and obedient to 
my father in whatfoever he commanded 
me : and I honoured my mother, and my 
mother’s filler: and it came to pals affoon 
as I grew to man’s eftate, my father Jacob 
prayed for me, faying, Maiffc thou be a 
King, profperous in all things. 

§.2, And the Lord gave me favour in 
all my works, both in the field, and at 
home. I perceiv’d that I could keep pac<? 
with an hind : fo I caught her, and made 
[her] meat for my father. I caught lhe- 
goats on the race; and I oVer-ran every 
creature that was in the plains. I over¬ 
took and caught a wild mare, and tam¬ 
ed her. I alfo flew a lion ; and fook a 
kid out of his mouth. I took a bear by 
the foot, and threw him down a precipice : 
and if any wild beaft turned upon me, I 
tare it, as I would tare a dog. I kept pace 
with a wild boar, and over-running him I 
tare him to pieces. A fhe^edparcfhad a£ 
faulted a dog in Hebron : I caught her by 
the tail, and threw her at a diftance, and 
fhe was dafhed to pieces, in the borders of 
Gaza. I caught a wild bull that was feed¬ 
ing in the country, by flis horns ; and fwing- 
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ing him about till I blinded him, then I 
threw him down, and flew him. 

§. $. And when two Kings of the Ca~ 
naamtes came upon the flocks armed, and 
much people with them, and I was alone, 
I ran upon the King of 'Tyre , and held him 
faft, and I trip’d up his Legs, and threw 
him down, and fo flew him. As for the 
other King of Thaphue, I flew him as he fat 
upon his norfe; and by that means X difi 
per fed all the people. I caught Jchor the 
King, a Man that.was a Giant, and fhot 
his arrows both forward and backward ; as 
he was on horfeback ; and I threw a ftone 
of 60 pounds at his horfe and flew him. 
And when I had fought with Jchor for two 
hours I flew him j and dividing his Shield 
into two parts, I cut off his Legs. Now 
affoon as I had plucked off his breaft-plate, 
behold eight Men, his companions, began 
to fight againft me. So I wrapped up my 
garment in my hand, and flung ftones at 
them; and flew four of them : upon which 
the others ran away. Moreover, our fa¬ 
ther 'Jacob flew Behfatb, the King of all 
Kings, a Giant in ftrength, of 12 cubits 
high. And trembling fell upon them, and 
they left off fighting againft us. On this 
account my father was unconcerned in the 
battels, when I was with my brethren : for 
he law in a Vifion concerning me, that an 
Y 4 Angel 
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Angel of power followed me in all occa- 
fions, that I might not be overcome. 

§. 4. Moreover, we had a war pn the 
South , greater than that at Sycheyt: wherein • 
J encamped with my brethren, and purfued 
a 1000 Men, and flew of them 200 Men, 
and four Kings. And I got up to them tipi 
on the wall, and flew two other Kings ; 
and fo we fet Hebron free; and we reco¬ 
vered all the Captives that thole Kings had 
taken. 

§. 5. And we went .away the next day 
to another city, that was ftrong, and walled; 
and lay very near us, and threatened our 
death. I therefore, and Gad, made our 
approach on the Eaft- fide of the city; while 
Reuben and Levi did it on the Wefi and 
South. Now they that were on the wall, 
thinking that we were alone, gathered to i 
gether from other places againft us; fo that 
my brethren came privately on each of their 
quarters, and afcended by the help of poles 
upon the walls, and entred into the city, 
while they were ignorant of it. And we 
took it by the edge of the fwOrd : as alfo 
we took thqfe that fled to the tower, upon 
Pur burning that tower. And when we 
Went away,' the Men of Thaphue fell upon 
the Captives, whom we had taken : and 
they retook them with our children. Upon 
which we joined battel with them at Thq- 
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phue i and flew them, and burnt the city, 
and took all that was iri it as fpoils. 

§. 6 . And when I was at the waters of 
Chuzsba, the inhabitants of Jobel came to 
. ys, to fight with us : and we joined battel, 
and flew them: we flew alfo thofe that 
came from Selom , their confederates, ant! 
gave them no opportunity to break in upoii 
us. They alfo of Mechir cartie upon us on 
the fifth day, to retake our Captives : and 
we led our army againft them, and beat 
them in an hard fight ; for there were ma¬ 
ny ftrong Men among them : and we flew 
tnem before they could afcend up to that 
high ground where we were. But when we 
came to their city, their women rolled down 
ftones upon us, from the top of the hill 
upon which the City flood. And I and 
Symeon hid our felves behind them, and 
took their hights, and deftrpyed the whold 
City. 

§. 7. Moreover, On the next day we 
were informed, that the cities of two Kings 
were coming upon us, with a great com¬ 
pany. Upon which, I and Dan pretending 
to be Amotites , and auxiliaries, entred into 
their city ; and in the dead of the night 
we opened the gates for our brethren, when 
they came : 4 and we took them all, and what 
they had lor fpoils ; and overthrew their 
three walls.. In Tbamna alfo we made our 
approach, where all the the treafure of the 
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Kings that fought againft us was repofited: 
at which time I received an affront, and 
was in a paflion at it, and I rufhed upon 
them with violence, at the top of the niU. 

' They flung upon me with ftones, and [foot ]. 
with bows: and had not my brother Dan 
came to my fuccour, they would have flain 
me. We came therefore upon them with 
fury, and they all fled. And palling by 
another way they came and begged of our 
father, and he made peace with them ; and 
[afterward] we did them no harm: but 
made them our confederates , and reftored 
all their Captives to them. Moreover, I 
built Thamna ; and my father [built] Ram- 
bael. I was 20 years old when this war 
happened : and the Camanites were afraid 
Of me, and of my brethren. 

§. 8. Now I had much cattel; and I 
had an head Shepherd, Jeram the Odola- 
mite , to whom when I came, I faw there 
Barf an the King of Odolam. And he made 
us a feafl:; and at his defire I excepted of 
his Daughter Bejfue to wife. And me bare 
me Efr, and Aunan , and Sil<m. Of which, 
God flew two, before they had any chil- 
tointing dren : for Silom lived, and you are ms chil- 
to that com- dren. 

§• 9. Our father and we made a peace 
that came for 18 years with his brother Efau : and 
of silom. his Sons did the fame with us, after we 
came out of Mefofotamia , from Laban: and 
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at the end of thofe 18 years; in the 46th 
year of my life, Efau f my father’s brother; 
came upon us, with an. heavy and ftrong 
force ; and he fell by th tbofr of Jacob t and Vid. Gem 
was. taken up [for] dead in mount Seir, 
and went up above Eirramna and died. fZit 'oe- 
And we purfued after the Sons of Efatf. "tfsrfri. 
Now they had a City, arid its walls were 
of iron, and its gates of brafs ; and we 
were not able to get into it: and. we in** 
veiled it round, and befteged it. And fince 
they did nOt open their gates, after 26 
days fiege, I brought a ladder in their very 
fight, and [held] my ihield over my Head; 
and I went up, and fuftain’d ftones as heavy 
as three talents : and when I was got up; 

• I flew four of their mighty Men : and the 
next day Reuben and Gad flew fix more of 
them. Then they defired us to make peace 
with them : and having obtained the cbn- 
fent of our father, we received them a$ 
tributaries ; and they always paid us $06 
cores of Wheat: $00 baths of Oil: arid 
i <joo mealures of Wine; until we went 
down into Egypt. 

§. 10. Now after this my Son Eir mar¬ 
ried Thamar, out of Mefopotamla , the Daugh*- 
ter of Aram. And Eir was wicked, and Gen.xx ii. 
difputed with himfelf about Thamar be* u 
caufe ihe was not of the Land of Conduit: 
and the Angel of the Lord flew hint, on the 
third day at night: and he knew her not, 
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by the craftinefs of his mother : for Hie 
would not that he fhould have children by 
her: and he died in his wickednefs. And 
when it was proper to marry her agjain, I 
gave her to Aunan. He alfo in his wicked¬ 
nefs did not know her: though he lived 
with her a year. And when I threatened 
him, he accompanied with her: but he 
ipilled his Seed upon the ground ; accord¬ 
ing to the injunction of his mother. I 
would alfo have given her Silom in mar¬ 
riage : but my wife Bejj'ue would not per¬ 
mit me to do fo : for fhe was ill-affected 
towards Thamar ; becaufe fhe was not of 
the daughters of Canaan ,, as fhe her felf 
Was. 

$. 11. I knew indeed, that the ftpck of 
Canaan was wicked: but the inclinations of 
vouth blinded my mind. And when I faw 
her [Bejfueg] pouring out the wine, I was 
feduced by drinking too much wine ; and 
I fell into her fnares. This BeJJue, in my 
abfence, wept and took a wife for Silom, 
out of the Land of Canaan. And when I 
knew what fhe had done, I curfed her, in 
the bitternefs of my Soul; and fhe alfo 
died in the wickednefs of her Sons. 

§. 12. Now after thefe things, while 
Thamar was a widow, fhe heard, after two 
years, that I Was going to fhear Sheep; 
and adorning her felf with wedding gar¬ 
ments, fhe fat over-againft the city, at thp 
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gate : for it was a Law of the Amor ties', 
that a bride Ihould fit- publickly for fornica¬ 
tion at the gate, for feven days. When, 
therefore, I was drunk at the water of Cho* 
zeb, 1 did not know who Ihe was ; on oc- 
count of the wine I had drank. Her beau¬ 
ty alfo feduced me, by the form of her 
drefs. And turning in unto her, I laid, I 
will come in unto thee: and Ihe faid, What 
wilt thou give me ? And I gave her my 
ftaff, and my girdle, and the diadem of my 
kingdom. And affoon as I had accompa¬ 
nied with her, Ihe conceived. And not 
knowing what ihe had done, I would have 
had her flain. But when Ihe had fent me 
the pledges privately, Ihe put me to lhame: 
and when I had called her, I made her re¬ 
peat what I had laid to her in fecret, when 
I fpake to her, as I lay with her in my 
drunkennefs. Apd I was not able to flay 
her, for this thing was from the Lord. For 
I laid, perhaps Ihe does this in deceit, and 
has received the pledge from another wo¬ 
man. But I never approached to her again, 
unto my death. For what I had done was 
an abomination in all Ifrael. They alfo that 
were in the City faid, there was not any 
harlot in that City; for Ihe came from ano¬ 
ther place to fit for a while in the gate: 
fuppofing that no body knew that I had gone 
in to her. Now after this, we came into 
Egypt, to Jofeph , on account of the famine. 

I was 
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1 was then 46 years old; and I lived there 
7 sf years. 

$. ig. .And now what I fay, I give you 
in charge: Hearken, My Sons, to your 
father Jv4as ; and keep all thefe layings, 
inr order to your performing all ; the righ¬ 
teous laws of the Lord, to your obeying 
the. commands of God; and do not you 
follow your own defires, nor ; the imagina¬ 
tions of your own thoughts, -in the pride 
of ,your Heart; and do not you glory, in 
the .anions of the virtue of your youth: 
for even this is evil in the eyes of the 
Lord. For I ufed my felf to glory, that 
in .the wars, the face of no beautiful Wo¬ 
man had feduced me; and I reproached 
Fjwfon, my brother, about Bilha, my fe- 
ther’s wife. And the Spirit of Envy, and 
of -Fornication, flood in array againft me, 
until I fell upon Beffue the Canaamte \ and 
upon T amar, who had been married to 
tny Sons. Ajad I faid to my father-in-law, 
I will confult my father, and fo I will take 
thy daughter. And he fhewed me arv.im- 
menfe quantity of gold, to be given me 
with his daughter; for he was a King. He 
aifo, adorned her with gold and pearls, and 
ordered her to pour the wine out to us at 
the feaft, [fo as befl to fhew~] the beauty of 
Women. And the wine perverted mine 
Byes, and pleafure darkened my Heart; 
and foiling in love with her, I yielded 
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to her, and tranfgrefled the command of 
the Lord,(and the command of my fathers ^ 
and took her to wife. And the Lord re- 
compenfed me according to the imagina¬ 
tion of my H^rt- for I had, no joy in 
her fons. 

14. And now, My Sons, Be not drunk 
with wine; for wine perverts the Mind 
from the truth, and implants the paffion of 
luft, and leads the Eyes into error. For 
the Spirit of Fornication ufes wine as its 
inftrument, for the pleafure of the Mind: 
for indeed both thefe take away the power 
of the Man: for if any one drink wine to 
tdrunkenefs, he diforders his Mind, by fil¬ 
thy reafonings unto fornication ; and in- 
•flames his Body for the obfcene a£t • and if 
-an opportunity of luft prefent it felf, he is 
guilty of the fin, and is not afoamed of it; 
This, My Sons, is the nature or wine, that 
-the drunkard is afoamed of nothing; for k), 
it feduced even Me, not to be a foamed of 
the multitude-of the City; for I turned a- 
fide to Thamar, in the eyes of them all, and 
committed a great fin ; and upon drinking 
the wine, I uncovered the covering, of the 
uncleannefs of my Sons: I did not reve¬ 
rence the law of God, but took a Canaanite 
Woman to wife. My Sons, He that drinks 
wine ftands in needs of Underftanding, and 
the Underftanding that is neceflary to the 
drinking of wine is this, that he drink no 
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lodger than his fence of fhame remains i 
but if he goes beyond this bound, the Spir 
rit of Deceit infinuates it feif into his Mind, 
-and makes the drunkard talk filthily, and 
break laws, and lay «jifide t lhame, nay, it 
makes him glory in his difhonour ; fuppoi 
poling it to be a good thing. 

. §. 1 5. He that commits fornication, if 
he fuller lofs, he feels it not; and is not ay 
fhamed when he lofes his glory; For tho’ 
a Man were a King, and upon fornication 
-were deprived of his Kingdom, he goes’ 
out as a flave to fornication; as I was [there¬ 
by'] deprived [of my honour ;] for I gave away 
my ftaff, that is the fupport of my tribe; and 
my girdle, that is my power: and the dia»> 
dem, that is the glory of my kingdom. 
However, upon my repentance for thefe 
fins, I admitted into my mouth neither wine 
nor flefh, unto my old age and I was a 
ftranger to all pleafure. And the; Angel of 
God fhewed me, that fo it would ever be ; 
that when women prevail otfer any one, 
whether he be a King, or a poor Man, they 
will deprive the King of his glory ; the 
flout Man of his power;. and the poor 
Man of the la ft fupport of his poverty. 

§. 16. Obferve therefore, My Sons,- a 
meafure in drinking wine : for in it there 
are four evil Spirits ; the Spirit of Luft, of 
Inflammation, of Luxury, and of filthy 
Lucre. If you drink wine in gladnefs, and 
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in the fear of God, and with a fence of 
iliame, you fhall live: but if you drink be¬ 
yond the fence of fhame, and without the 
Fear of God ; after that it is drunkennefs: 
and together with that, impudence gets in. 
Nay, if you drink no fvine at all, you will 
avoid the fins of injury, and ftrifp, and 
falfe accufation, and the tranfgreffion of 
the Law of God ; and will prevent your 
penlhing before your time. For truly, wine 
betrays the fecrets of God and Men to fo¬ 
reigners : as I my felf betrayed the com¬ 
mands of God, and the fecrets of Jacob 
iny father to BeJJue the Canaanite ; to which 
[ Canaanites ] God had faid they lhould not 
be difcovered. Wine is alfo the caule of 
war and of tumults. 

§.17. I charge you, My Sons, not to 
love money ; rior to look upon the beauty 
Of Women : for even I my felf went a- 
ftray after Bejfue the Canaanite , for money, 
and beauty. For I know that on account 
of thele two my pofterity will* be in wick- 
ednefs : for they will pervert even the wife 
Men of my Sons, and will caufe that king¬ 
dom of Judah to be diminilhed which the 
Lord gave me, for my. obedience to my 
father : for I never in the leaft grieved my 
father Jacob : for I did whatfoever he bad 
me. Arid thus did my [ Great] Grandfather 
Abraham blefs me, that I lhould reign over 
Ifrael. Ifaac alfo added his bleifing to me, 
Z after 
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after the like rttanne. Wherefore I know, 
that the Kingdom fhall be eftablifhed out 
of me. 

18. And I knew, by the Books of 
Enoch the Righteous, what wicked *&ioos 
you will do in the laft days. ‘ Keep your 
felves therefore, My Sons, from tornica* 
tion, and from the love of money. Heark¬ 
en to Judas yOur father: for theft things 
feparate Men from the Law of God, and 
blind the Counfels of the Soul, and teach 
pride, and fuffer not a Man to have mercy 
on his neighbour: they deprive the Soul 
of all goodnefs and opprefs him with 
troubles, and toils • and take away his 
fleep ; and feed upon his flefli; and hinder 
the Sacrifices of God - 7 and are unmindful 
of the benediftion of God ; and are difo- 
bedient to a Prophet, when he fpeaks j 
and oflend agairift the word of piety : for 
he that is a Have to two paflions, which 
are contrary to the commands of God, 
cannot obey God : for they blind his Soul: 
and he walketh in the day time as in the 
night. 

§. 19. My Sons, The love of money 
leads the way to idols : for m deceit, on ac¬ 
count of their filver, they name fhofe Gods 
which are nothing. And it makes him 
that has the love of money to fall into a 
diforder of Mind, on account of that Gi¬ 
ver. I was the cauft of the ruin of my 
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Sons ; and had it not been for the repent 
tance pf my flefli, and the humiliation of 
my Soul, and the prayers of Jacob my la¬ 
ther, 1 had died childlels. Cut the Qod of 
my fathers, who is compaUionate and mer¬ 
ciful, knew that I had committed [ffa fin] 
in jigpofance. The prince of Error Wind¬ 
ed me; and I was ignorant as a Man, and 
las flefli, when I was cprrup,ted ip finis • 
and I acknowledged my \yeakpeis, when I 
flad iuppofed my fell unconquerably. 

§. 20. JCnoyy therefore, My Sons, thajt 
there are two Spirits attend upon a Man ; 
Th e Spirit of Truth, and the Spirit of Er- 
.for: and the Spirit of ynderftandipg in the 
Mind is in the middle between them, tp in¬ 
cline it (elf which w^y it will. Mpreoyer, 
the principles of Truth, and thofe of Error, 
are ywattyn upon the breafl: of Man { and 
the Lord knoweth every one of them. hJor 
is there any time wherein the wprks of 
Man cap be hidden [from him fpr they 
are engrav’d in the,breafl: of bis hopes be¬ 
fore the Lord. And the spirit pf Truth , 
bears ;vyitne{s pf all things, and accufes of 
all things; and he that fins jls burnt by t^e 
fire of his pwn Heart, and dares nptr li(t 
up his face to his Judge. 

Ahd now, My 5ons, do ypu loVe 
Leyi t that,you-may abide • ^nd do not ele¬ 
vate your felves againft him’ that you may 
not bedeftroyed. For the Lord hath given : 
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the Kingdom to me, and to him the Prieffc- 
hood ; and hath made the Kingdom fubor- 
dinate to the Priefthood. To me hath he 
committed earthly affairs; and to him thofe 
that are heavenly. As the Heaven is lupe- 
rior to the Earth, fo is the Priefthood of 
.God fuperior to the earthly Kingdom *, \un- 
lefs by Jins he fall from the Lord^ and be ruled 
over by that earthly Kjngdom.'] For the Lord 
hath chofen him above thee to approach 
near to him, and to eat at his table, and of 
the firft fruits of the delicious things of the 
children of Ifrael. [But thou Jbalfbe Kjrig 
of "Jacob ;3 and fhalt be to them as the fea. 
For as therein the righteous and. unrighte¬ 
ous are toffed in a tempeftj while fome are 
carried into flavery, and fome will become 
rich ; fo will the ftate of’ mankind be with 
thee : fome will be in danger in flavery ; 
and others will grow rich by rapine. Thofe 
that reign will be like whales, who devour¬ 
ing Men as fifties, will enflave'your free¬ 
born Daughters and Sons ; they will feize 
upon your houfes, fields, and flocks, and 
money ; and as ravens, and birds of prey, 
Will fatiate themfelves with the flefti of 
multitudes unjuftly ; and will proceed to 
wickednefs, being exalted in their avarice. 
The felfe Prophets alio will be like tem- 
pefts, and. will perfecute all - righteous 
Men. . .. 
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§. 22* But the Lord will bring upon 
them, mutual quarrels, and perpetual wars 
Ihall be in Ifrael ; and my kingdom Ihall 
be put an end to, by aliens; until falva- 
tion come to Ifrael, until the appearance of 
the God of righteoufnefs, to make Jacob 
to reft in peace, with all tne Gentiles. And 
He Ihall keep the power of my kingdom 
for ever. For the Lord hath lworn with 
an oath unto me, that my kingdom Ihall 
not fail from my Seed, all the days, for 
ever. 

§.25. But I have great grief upon me, 
tyly Sons, on account of thofe inftances of 
pncleannefs, and witchcraft,, and idolatry, 
which you will pra&ice in that kingdom : 
following thofe that have familiar Spirits, 
and Divinations, and Daemons of Error. You 
will make your daughters fingers, and you 
will expofe them publickly; and you will 
intermix your felves with the abominati¬ 
ons of the Gentiles; for which things, the 
Lord will bring upon you famine, and pe- 
ftilence; death, and tn.e fword ; and a re¬ 
venging fiege ; with dogs to tear you to 
pieces; reproaches both of enemies, and of 
friends ; deftru&ion, putrefa&ion of voqr 
eyes - y flaughter of infants ; the lols of 
your wives; the ravage of your goods ; 
the defolation of your land; the burning 
of the Temple of God; and your own 
flavery among the Gentiles. They will al- 
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fo, caftrate fome./of you, for Eunuchs 
to their wives; until you turn unto the 
Lord, with a perfeft Heart; repenting, 
and walking in all the commandments or 
God. Then the Lord will vilit you in 
Mercy ; and will bring you back from 
your captivity among the Gentiles. 

§. 24. And after this, A Star {hall arife 
to you out of Jacob , in peace; ana. a Man 
lhall be raifed Up of thy Seed, as a Suti of 
Righteoufnefs , converfing with the Ions of 
Men, in meeknefs and righteoufnefs •, and 
no fin lhall be found in him. And the Hea¬ 
vens {ball be opened upon him, to pbur out 
the Spirit; the blelfing of his Holy Father. 
And He fhall himfeif, ipoUr out the Spirit 
of Grace upon you, and ye fhall be to him 
Ions in truth ; and you lhall walk in his 
Precepts, both the firft and the laid. This 
is the Branch of the Moft High God ; and 
and This is the Fountain , for the life of all 
flefh. ' Then fhall the Scepter of my king- 
dona flime forth, and a Sprout fhall put 
forth from yotir root: and in him lhall 
the rod of righteoufnefs afcend to the Gen¬ 
tiles, to judge and lave all thofe that call 
tipon the Lord. 

§. 25. And after this, Abraham, and Ifaac, 
arid Jacob fhall rile again to life; with me, 
and my brethren, as Pririces ; and yOrir 
fcepter lhall be over Jfrael. Levi fhall 'b'e 
fhc firid : I lhall be the fecorid ; Jofeph the 
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third : the fourth Benjamin : the fifth Sy± 
tee on : the fixth Ifachar : and lb all in their 
order. Now the Lord bleffed Levi: an An¬ 
gel of the prefence me: the Powers of glory 
Symeon >. the Heaven Reuben : the Earth 
Ifachar : the Sea Z&bulon : 4 the Mountains 
Jofeph: the Tabernacle Benjamin : the Lu¬ 
minaries Dan : Delicacies Nepbthalim : the 
Sun Gad ; the Olive-tree Jfer ; and there 
lhall be One people of the Lord, and One 
language: and there lhall be no longer the 
Spirit of Deceit of Beliar ; for he mail be 
caft into the Fire for ever. And thole that 
died in forrow, lhall rife again in joy ; and 
thofe that were in poverty for the Lord’s 
fake lhall be made rich: and thofe that were 
in want of food, lhall have food enough ; 
and thofe that were infirm, lhall become 
ftrong : and thofe that died for the Lord’s 
lake, lhall be awakened out of their deep 
in life ; and the hinds of Jacob lhall run 
with exultation, and the eagles of Ifrael 
lhall fly about with joy. But the impious 
lhall wail, and the Tinners lhall weep • and 
all the people lhall glorify the Lord for 
ever. 

§. 2 6 , Keep therefore, My Sons, all the 
Law of the Lord : for there is hope for all 
diat walk ftrait along his paths. And he 
laid unto them, At 119 years of age I die 
this day, in your eyes. Let no body bury 
in precious clothing, nor difleft my 
% 4 belly; 
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belly : for your King’s will do fuch things : 
but bring me back to Hebron with you. And 
when Judas had faid this, he fell afleep * 
and his Sons did to him according to all 
that he gave them in charge. And they 
buried him with his fathers, in Hebron. 

I S A C H A R. 

§. i. \ Copy of the words of Jfachar. 

XjL When he had called his Sons he 
faid unto them : My Sons, Hear Ifachar 
your father: Hearken to the words of him 
that was beloved of the Lord. I was born 
the fifth Son to Jacob, upon the hire of the 
Mandrakes. For Reuben brought Mandrakes 
n.b. this [ Syrian Mauz] out of the field, and Rachel 
tun whl, meet i n g him took them. Now Reuben 
they fed. wept ; and at his voice came out Lea his 
their fleoks mother. Thefe [ Mandrakes 3 were Apples 
mafccs! of a good fmell, which the land of Syria 
s-e the produced on high, [ufon a very tall Jlalk,'] 
under the valley of waters. But Rachel 
large, laid, I will not give thee thefe apples, for 
Ludolphus they fhall be to me inftead of Sons. Now 
ft'inpt' there were two of them. And Lea laid, 
JE*btop. i. Let it fuffice thee that thou hail taken the 
lxxii. husband of my virginity : wilt thou alfo 
take thefe [afflesl alfo ? But Ihe faid, Let 
Jacob be thine this night, inftead of the 
Mandrakes of thy Son. But Lea (aid unto 
her. Do not boaft, and do not vaunt thy 
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felf t Jacob is mine, and I am the wife of 
his youth. But Rachel faid, How lb: fince 
he was firft of all married to me ; and on 
my account it was that he ferved our fa¬ 
ther fourteen years. ^ What can be done in 
this cafe ? fince deceit and cunning pre¬ 
vails among Men : [and deceit prevails upon 
Earth ;] otherwife thou hadft not i'een the 
face of Jacob. For thou art not his wife, 
but by deceit waft introduced inftead of 
me : and my father put a trick upon me ; 
and removing me out of the way that 
night, fuffered me not to fee [what was 
done ;3 for had I been there, this matter 
had not been fo carried. And Rachel faid. 

Take one of the Mandrakes : and for the 
other, I do let him to hire to thee for one 
night. And Jacob knew Lea ; and lhe 
conceived and bear me: and on account r 
of this hire. I was called Ifachar. i$.' ***’ 

§. 2 . Then did the Angel of the Lord 
appear to Jacob, laying, Rachel fhall bear 
two Sons, becaufe me refufed the company 
of her husband, and chofe chaftity. And 
unlels Lea, my mpther, had parted with 
the two apples for his company, lhe had 
been permitted to bear eight Sons. But on 
that account lhe bear but fix, and Rachel 
two : becaufe the Lord vifited her in the 
matter of the Mandrakes : for he law that 
fhe defired the company of Jacob for the 
lake of Children, and not out of love to 
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pleafure. For (he let Jacob out to hire on 
the morrow, that Ihe might have the other 
Mandrake. For this caufe it was that the 
Lord heard Rachel , in the matter of the 
Mandrakes ; becaufe, though fhe defired 
them, Ihe did not eat them, but dedicated 
them in the houfe of the Lord, and brought 
them to the Prieft of the Moft High, that • 
was at that time. 

§. 3. When therefore I grew up, My 
Sons, I walked in uprightnefs of heart; 
and I became the husbandman of my pa¬ 
rents, and of my brethren; and I brought 
them the fruits of the ground in their fea- 
fons; and my father bleifed me, feeing 
that I walked in an honeft fimplicity. I 
was nota bufy-body in my a£tion$, nor en¬ 
vious, nor malevolent to my neighbour. I 
fpake evil of no body : nor did I carp at 
the life of any man : but walked in fingle- 
nefs of my eyes. For which caufe I took 
me nota wife till I was thirty years of age; 
becaule my labour confutaea my ftrength, 
mid I did not think of pleafure with a wo¬ 
man : but fleep came upon me, by my tak* 
ing fuch pains ; and my father always re* 
joiced at my honeft fimplicity. And if I, 
by itty labour, had gotten any fruit, and 
any thing firft ripe, I offered it to the Lord, 
by the Prieft ; and then to my father ; and 
then I partook of it my felf. And the 
£,ord doubled into my bands the good things 
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I had done. Now Jacob krtew that God 
was afliftittg to me in my honeft fimplicity: 
For I gave the good things which the Earth 
produc’d to every one that was needy, and 
to every Man that was ih diftrefs, in fm- 
glenefs of heart. 

§. 4, And hdw, Hear me, My Sons, and 
walk in an honeft fimplicity of heart; for 
I faw that therein was the intire method of 
pleafing God. He that is of a fingle heart 
aefires not gold •, does not exact of his 
neighbour j is not craving of variety of 
Foods j does not covet variety of garments; 
does not prornife to himfelf to live a long 
while - but does only expert the will -of 
God. Even the Spirits of Error will have 
no poWer again!! him. For he hath no in¬ 
clination to covet the beauty of a female, 
left it lhould pollute his mind, to his over¬ 
throw. Spite "will ‘not coftie into his deliber¬ 
ations : envy does not make his Soul pine 
away j nor does he think of immoderate 
gain: but he Walks in uprightnefs of life : 
he fees all things fihcerely, as they are, 
without the admiflion of wickednefs at his 
eyes, from the deceit of the world ^ that 
he may not have his fight perverted, as to 
any of the commandments of the Lord. 

§. $. Keep therefore, My Sons, the Law 
of God ; and preserve this honeft ‘fimplici- 
ity ; and walk in innocence, without being 
nfeely inquifitive about the \reafons of they 
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commandments of the Lord, or about the 
actions of your neighbour. But love the 
Lord, and your neighbour,. and be merci¬ 
ful to the needy, and the infirm. Submit 
your back to ploughing the Earth, and to 
pains- taking in the labours of the ground; 
and at every feajfon afforded by agriculture, 
offer your gifts to the Lord, with thanks¬ 
giving : for the Lord hath bleffed thee in 
Gen. xlix. the firft fruits of the Earth; as he blefted 
I4 * all holy perfons, from Abel, to this time. 
For no other portion is alloted to thee, but 
the fatnefs of the Earth, from the husban- 
CtrreH eur dry of which are its fruits derived : for 
copies ef our f at her Jacob blefTed me with the blef- 
i tM T lings of the Earth, and of the firft ripe 
fruits. And as for Levi and Judah, they 
were glorified by the Lord, among the Sons 
of Jacob. For this they had moreover, that 
the Lord chofe that his portion fhould be 
among them : and to one of them he gave 
the Priefthood, and to the other the King¬ 
dom. Hearken to them, and walk in the 
honeft fimplicity of your father : [ and ob - 
v - * 9 • ferve , that] it is given to Gad to deftroy 

the temptations that fhall come upon Ifrael. 
xxxiii 20, 6 . Now I know. My Sons, that in 

Vcbr xii t ^ ie ^ days our Sons will leave their ho- 
S[. ' " neft fimplicity, and will adhere to infatia- 

ble covetoufnefs : and forfaking their inno¬ 
cence, will approach to wickednefs ; and 
laying afide the commandments of the Lord, 
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Will adhere to Beliar ; and leaving off hus¬ 
bandry, will follow evil counfels of their 
own ; and will be fcattered abroad among 
the Gentiles, and will be in fervitude a- 
mong their enemies. Moreover, do you 
therefore tell thefe things to your Sons ; 
that if they lhall fin, they may quickly re¬ 
turn to the Lord : for he is merciful, and 
will deliver them ; that they may return to 
their own land. 

§. 7. Iam x22 years of age : and I n& 
ver was confcious of any fm unto death in 
me. I never knew any woman, but my 
own wife : I was not guilty of fornication, 
in the elation of my eyes : I did not drink 
wine, to my deception: I did not covet 
any thing that was definable, which was my 
neighbours: deceit was not in my heart: 
a lie never came within my lips : I condol¬ 
ed with every Man that wa§ under grief; 
and I gave my bread to the poor. I did 
not eat alone : I did not remove a land¬ 
mark : I exercifed my felf to piety ; and I 
a&ed with truth in all my days. I loved the 
Lord with all my might: in like manner 
I loved every man, a$ my children. Do you 
praflice thefe things your fielves alfo, My 
Sons; and every Spirit of Beliar will flee 
away from you ; and no fort of pra&ice of 
evil Men will have dominion over you 1 . 
And you will bring every wild beaft under ; 
having with you the God of Heaven; con- 
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vtffing yitfi Men in finglenefs of heart* 
4n4 He charged then* that they ft?puld 
carry him back to ffetyott, $nd there lhopid 
bury him in the Cave of thjejr fathers.' Aa| 
he ftretched out his feet, apd djled, in a 
good old age ; having every member found 
and ftropg : .fnd he flept tjhe ,etqr#4 Aeep. 

^ABpLD^. 

$. j. \ Copy pf \yhjit %fb#lon d(eliv;er- 
j£\ jbd, as h^ Tefmnaen l t,‘ to his 
Spjis, jn .the a a 4th year pf Jus (life, two 
years a^tef t^e death qf jofefh. Ajpd he 
Gen. xxx- to them, Hear tne, if Sons of Zj&u- 

**• lw. 9 Attend to the words of ypijr. father. 
I afh Zjbulov, yvho >was : agqpd gift fio pw 
parents', for whenl.wasbqr/i, pay father’s 
e&SLte y/as .greatly incjreafed, w&h hocks and 

v *s-*3. W her^ ^vhen He had hi? wage's/by *$? 
Varipus fqrts.oirods. A am opt confcions, My 
Sons, -that I have fyaned in my days, any 
farther .than .tliqught: npr do X /emeraber 
that I bav t e perpetrated any wickednefs, he- 
Cdes ,that fin of ignorance, which I was 
guiity'of about Jffep-z that J ponc^led whajt 
pay. brethren had done ,tp him, fo that f. 
did not tefl it to .pay father. jBut I yyeji 
bitterly in fecret fpr Jofeph. ^Fpr I was a.- 
fiaid pf ,-tpy brethren, hecaqfe .they had ad 
agteed together, that if any ppe ^p)d r tl\e 
.fecret, he lbpuid ji# flam wkh : .tfee 

How- 
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However, when they were refolved to kill 
him, I greatly befought them, with tears- 
that they would nor perpetrate that .wick¬ 
ed thing. 

2 . For Symeon and Gad came upon > 
feph, to kill him. And Jofepb fell upon his 
face, and faid to them, Have mercy on 
me, My Brethren : have compaflion oij 
the bowels of Jatob our father ; do nof 
lay your hands upon me, to flied innocent 
blood: for I have not finned againft you; 
But if I have i finned, correft and chaften 
me [as brethren^ but lay not your hands 
upon me, for the fake of Jacob our father. 
Now as he laid thefe words, I was moved 
with pity, and began to weep ; andmy bow¬ 
els were greatly moved within me; and all 
my inward parts were toofed upon my Soul. 
Now Jofejth wept, and I wept with him: 
my Heart made a noife, and the joints of 
my Body were loofed, and I was not a- 
ble to ftand. And when he law that I 
wept with him, and that they were coming 
upon him to kill him, he ran behind me; 
begging of them [to fyare kimj] Then Reu¬ 
ben faid, Brethren, Let us not kill him; 
but let us caft him into one of thefe dry 
pits, which our fathers dug, and fpvind no 
water. For on this account the Lord had 
forbidden water to rife up. in it, that it 
migfct afford a jefuge to Jofeph. And the 
’ v Lord 
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Lord did fOj until they fold him to the Jf- 

maelites. 

§. $. For I did not my felf partake of 
the price of jofeph , My Sons ; but Symeon, 
a.nd Gad, and fix other of my brethren. \ 
Arid they took the money for which Jofeph 
was .fold, and bought fhoes for themlelves, 
and for their wives, and their children $ 
Matt. kying, ^ is £ he price of the blood of our 

xxvii. brother; and we will not eat it, but tread- 

Conftitut. jjjg we will tread it under our feet: on ac- 
' IO * count of what he faid, that he fhould reign 
ov.er us : and we fhall fee what his dreams 
will come to. For which caufe it is writ¬ 
ten in the Scripture of the Law of Enochs 
SeeLeut. that He who will not raife up Seed to his 
brother , his fboe fhall be loofed ) and they 
fhall jfit in his face. Now the brethren 
of Jojeph would not lave the life of their 
brother, and the Lord loofed their fhoe, 
which they had worn againfi Jofeph their 
brother. For when they came into Egypt $ 
their (hoes were loofed i by the fervants of 
j Ufeph, before the gate : and fo they wor- 
fhipped Jofeph, as they ufed to worfhip 
Pharaoh. Nay, they did not only worfhip 
him, but they were alfo [pit upon, when 
they fell down before the Egyptians;. For 
after this the Egyptians heard of all the evils 
which we had done to Jofeph. 

§. 4* When they had done this, they 
fet down to eat: for I had not eaten of 

two 
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two days and nights; as moved with bowels 
of companion for Jofeph. Judas alfo did 
not eat with them : for his attention was 
upon the pit: for he was afraid left Symeon 
and Gdl fhould return back and kill him. 

And when they faw that I did not eat nei¬ 
ther, they fet me to keep him, till he were 
fold. Now he continued in the pit three 
days and three nights, and was fold fafting. 

And Reuben , when he heard that he was 
fold in his abfence, he rent his cloths, and r<$. J*f. 
lamented, faying, How lhall I fee the face $ >• 
of Jacob my father ? And taking money, 
he ran after ; the Merchants •, but did not 
find them: {for'] they had left the great 
road, and were gone by the Troglocolpit *, 
which Was a nearer way. And Reuben eat 
no bread that day. Whereupon Dan came 
to him, and laid, Do not weep or lament; 
for I have thought of a thing that we may 
fay to our father Jacob. We will flay a kid of 
the goats, and we will dip Jofeph’s coat in 
it, and will lay, Conlider whether this be 
thy Son’s coat or not: for they had pluck¬ 
ed our father’s coat off Jofeph , when they r e ji. s^j. 
were going to fell him, and had put on him § - *• 
an old fervant’s garment. But Symeon had 
the coat, and would not give it them : as 
refolving to cut it to pieces, in his rage, 
becaufe he was ftill alive; and becaufe he 
had not killed him. But we all role up to¬ 
gether, and faid, If thou Wilt not give it 
A' a ' us 
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us we will lay. It was thou alone that didft 
this wicked, thing, before the Lord, in If- 
rael. Upon which he gave it: and they did 
as Dan had laid. 

§. And now, My Sons, I give you 
warning, that you keep the commandments 
of the Lord, and execute mercy towards 
your neighbour, and have companion to¬ 
wards all creatures, not only towards men, 
Pm. xii. but alfo towards to the brute beafts. For it 
Was on this account that the Lord bleiTed 
me : and when all my brethren were fick, 
I efcaped without ficknefs: for the Lord 
knew every one of our purpofes. Have 
therefore mercy in your bowels, My Sons, 
for according to what any one does to his 
neighbour, fo will the Lord do to him. For 
the Sons of my brethren were tick and died, 
on account of Jofeph , beeaule they did not 
retain mercy in their bowels [for him ;] 
but my Sons were preferv’d without fick- 
nels, as you know. And when we were in 
the land of Canaan , by the fea Ihore, I 
went a fifhing for draughts of filh, for my 
father Jacob: and when many were choked 
in the lea, I continued unhurt. 

§. 6. I was the firft who made a boat, to 
fail in the fea : for the Lord gave me Un- 
derftanding and Wifdom in that matter j 
and I let down a piece of wood behind it, 
i f 0r *he rudder and I fpread out a piece of 
cloth upon a ftrait piece of wood in the 

mid- 
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middle, [for a fail:] and going along the 
ihores I fifhed for the houfe of my father, 
until we came into Egypt: and out of what 
I caught I gave out of pity to every one 
that was a ftranger. But if any fuch ftranger 
were fick, or in years, I boiled the fifties, 
and prepared them as well as I could, and 
.carried them to all, according as every one 
had need: taking .them in, and condoling 
with them. And for this reafon it was, 
that the Lord made me catch great draughts 
of fifties. For he who gives to his neigh-; 
bour, receives it manifold from the Lord. 
I fifhed five years; giving thus to every 
man whom I faw; and fupplying die whole 
houfe of my father therewith. I fifhed in 
fummer ; and in winter I fed the flocks, 
with my brethren. 

7* I will now inform you what I did. 
I faw a man in diftrefs with nakednefs in 
winter ; and taking pity of him, I privity; 
Hole a garment out of my own houfe, and 
gave it to the man in diftrefs. And there¬ 
fore do you, My Sons, take pity of all that 
are in diftrefs, without diftinfction : and out 
of what God beftows upon you, beftow it 
upon every man with a good heart. And 
if, for fbme time, you have not any thing 
to give to any one that is in want, have 
compaffion on him in the bowels of mercy. 
I am confcious, that once my hand did not 
find any thing to give to one that was in 
A a 2 want; 
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want; yet Hilt I went along with him fe* 
ven furlongs, and wept, and my bowels 
were moved to compaflion for him. 

§. 8. And therefore have you, My Sons, 
companion towards every Man, with mer¬ 
cy ; that the'Lord may have companion 
towards you; and have mercy upon you. 
For even God will, in the laft days, lend his 
bowels of compaflion upon the Earth: and 
where he fhall find bowels of mercy, in 
him will he dwell: for to what degree a 
Man exercifeth compaflion towards his 
neighbour, to the fame degree will the Lord 
exercife compaflion towards him. For when 
we came down into Egjf>t r Jofefh did not 
remember the injuries we had done him, 
to our difadvantage: but when lie law me 
he fhewed his compaflion towards me. And 
in confideration of his example, do not you 
keep injuries in mind, My Sons; and do you 
love one another ; and let not any one of 
you impute evil to his brother: for that di¬ 
vides unity, and diforders all ties of con- 
fan|»uinity, and difturbs the Soul: for he 
that is mindful of injuries has not bowels 
of mercy. 

§. 9. Take’notice of waters, that when 
they go the lame way, they carry along 
with them Hones, and wood, and fand : 
but if they are divided into feveral cur¬ 
rents, the Earth drinks them up, and 
they become contemptible. So allb wiH it 

be 
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be with you, if you fall into divifions. 

Do not you fcparate your felves into two 
Heads: for whatfoever the Lord*hath made, 
hath but one Head. He hath given us two 
fhoulders, feet, and hands 1 ; but all the mem¬ 
bers are fubjeft to one Head. I know by 
the Scripture of our fathers, that in the laft 
days, you will apoftatfce from the Lord, 
and will be. divided in Ijrael , and will fol¬ 
low two Kings, and will do every thing 
that is, abominable: nay,.you will worfhip 
every idol alfo : and your enemies will car¬ 
ry you into captivity ; and you will fit 
down among the Gentiles, under all forts 
of infirmities, and affliftions, and griefs of 
Soul. . And after this, you will be mindful 
of the Lord, and you will repent ? and he 
will caufe you to return: for He is merci¬ 
ful, and compaflionate; not imputing evil 
to the Sons'of Men, becaufe they are flelh, 
and the Spirits of Error deceit them in all 
their a&icTns, And after thefe things, the 
Lord himfelf will raife up the Light of 
rtghteoufnefs ,, and there will be healing and 
commiferatfon on his wings. He will him- Mai.W.i. 
folf, redeem all the captivity of the Sons of 
Men, from Beliar ; and every Spirit of Er¬ 
ror, fhall be troden down; and he fhall 
convert all the Gentiles to have a zeal for 
him; and ye fhall fee a God in the fotm of 
a Man, in Jerafalem, which the Lord will 
fo name. And again, yop will provoke 
A a $ him 
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him to anger with the wickednefs of your 
Words; [afttym ;] and ye {hall be caft away, 
till the time of confummation. 

§. io. And now, My Soils, Be not griev¬ 
ed that I die: neither be ye caft down, be- 
caufe I leave you. For I lhall arife again 
in the midft of you, a Ruler in the midft 
of my Sons; and I fhall rejoice in the 
midft of my tribe, as many as have kept 
the law of the Lord, and the commands of 
Zgbulon their father. But upon the ungod¬ 
ly the Lord will bring eternal fire, and will 
deftroy them for [federal"} generations • I go 
away to my reft, as my fethers did. But 
do you fear the Lord your God, with all 
•your might, all the days of your liife. And 
wnen he had laid this, lie flept a good 
deep ; and his Sons put him in a coffin ; 
but afterward they brought him back to 
fjefoon, an«j[ buried him with his fathers. 


D A N. 


§. 




A Copy of die words of D*#, 
which he Ipafcfe to his Sons in 
his laft days, in the i2$th year of his life. 
And when he had called his family about 
him, lie faid ; Hear my words, Ye Sons of 
Dan\ attend to the words of the mouth of 
y'Our father • I tried in my heart, and in all 
my life',' what was good and pleafing to 
God ; Truth and Righteous Practice ; and 

that 
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that Lying and Anger, are evil, and teach 
Men all forts of wickednefs. I confefs to 
you this day, My Sons, that I was glad at 
heart when the death of Jofeph [was ds- 
figtfd :] who was a Man of goodnefs, and 
truth. Arid I rejoic’d at the felling of Jo¬ 
feph, becaufe our father loved him above 
us: for the Spirit of Envy and Pride, faid 
to me, Thou art alfo his fon ; and one of 
the Spirits of Beliar co-operated with me, 
laying, Take this fword, and therewith flay 
Jofeph •, and when he is dead thy father will 
love thee. This is the Spirit of Anger, 
which perfuaded me, that as a leopard fucks 
the blood of a kid, fo fhould I fuck that of 
Jofeph. But the God of my father Jacob 
did not let him fall into my hands ; nor 
did I meet with him when lie was alone : 
nor did he permit me to diflolve two of the 
tribes of Ifrael. 

$. 2. And now. My Sons, I die ; and I 
tell you in truth, that unlefs you keep your 
felves from the Spirit of Lying, and of 
Anger, and love truth, and meeknefs, you 
fhall perilh. ' There is a blindnefs in anger. 

My Sons \ and there is no palfionate Man 
that can lee another’s face as it truly is. For 
if he be a father, or a mother, he conflders 2 Bar. 
them as enemies: if he be a brother, he 
does not know him : if he be a Prophet of mil. ix. $- 
the Lord he regards him not: if he be a 1 5- 
Righteous Man , he does not look upon him : *' 

A a 4 nor xiii. 1 j. 
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nor does he acknowledge his friend: for the 
Spirit of Anger fpreads the nets of error 
about him, and blinds his natural eyes. By 
lying he darkens his Underftanding, and 
gives him his own fight. But wherein does 
he blind his eyes ? By hatred of heart. 
Moreover, he gives him his own heart, full 
of envy againft his brother. 

§. Anger is wicked, My Sons : for it 
becomes a Soul to the Soulitfelf, and makes 
the body the fame with that of the pafli- 
onate [Spirit.] It alfo domineers over the 
.Soul, and gives a peculiar force to the bo¬ 
dy, that it may perpetrate all forts of ini¬ 
quity : and when the Soul has a&ed, it 
juftifies what has been done; becaufe it fees 
not. Wherefore, be that is angry, if he 
be ftrong, has three times the ftrength in 
his anger : one part by reafon of the ftrength 
and affiftance of thofe that minifter to him; 
a fecond part by reafon of his riches, per- 
fuading and overcoming by unjuft methods; 
a third part is the natural ftrength of his 
body ; while of himfelf he does' the evil 
a&ion. But although the angry Man be 
weak in body, yet hath he a double ftrength, 
befides that from nature: for anger always 
a (lifts the other in tranfgreffion. This Spi¬ 
rit does always go with falfehood at the 
right hand of Satan ; that his a&ions may 
be done with cruelty and lying. . ' 

§. 4. Where- 
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4. Wherefore do ye underftand the 
ftrength of anger, that it is vain. For at 
firft it provokes by words, and then forti¬ 
fies him that is angry by deeds; and by 
bitter Ioffes difturbes his deliberations ; and 
by fuch means it put his Soul into a great 
paflion. When therefore any one fpeaks a- 
gainft you, be not you moved to anger: and 
if any one commend you, as good Men, be 
not elevated thereat: nor do you change 
your temper either to overmuch delight [in 
the one,'] or uneafinefs [at the other.] For the 
firft [only] pleafes the hearing: and [the fe- 
cond] excites the mind to attend to the 
quarrel, and then falling into a rage, the 
Man thinks he has reafon to be angry. And 
although any lofs or misfortune fhould be¬ 
fall you, My Sons, be not difturbed : for 
the fame Spirit makes you defirous of what 
you have loft, that you may by that defire 
be put into a paflion. But if you fuffer any 
lofs voluntarily, be not troubled : for from 
that trouble paflion is ftirred up, with ly¬ 
ing. This evil has two faces, Paflion with 
Lying, which confpire together, to difor- 
der the mind. Now when the Soul is con¬ 
tinually difocdered, the Lord departs from 
it *, and Beliar has dominion over it. 

§. 5. Keep therefore the commandment 
of the Lord, and obferve his Law: but 
depart from anger, and hate lying; that 

the 
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Eph.iv.zf, the Lord may inhabit in you; Speak every 
16 ' one truth to his neighbour , and ye fhall not 

fall into wrath and difturbances, but you 
fhall be in peace; and have the God of 
peace; and war fhall not prevail againft 
you. Love the Lord in all your life; and 
one another, with a true heart. For I 
know that in the laft days, you will depart 
from the Lord, and will be enemies to 
Levi, and will oppofe Judas : but you will 
< not be able to prevail againft them. For 
the Angel of the Lord guides each of them, 
becaufe by them, IJ'rael fhall be eftablifh- 
ed. And affoon as ye depart from the 
Lord, you will walk in all wickednefs, 
and do the abominations of the Hea¬ 
then ; committing fornication with the 
wives of the wicked : while the Spirits 
of Error operate in you, in all kind of 
wicked practice. For I have read in thq 
Book of Enoch the Righteous, that your 
Ruler is Satan; and that all the Spirits, 
both thofe of Fornication, and thole of 
Pride, will obey Levi , [a falfe copy,']-in or¬ 
der to lay fnares for the Sons of Levi, to 
make them fin -before -the Lord. And my 
Sons will come near -to Levi, and will fin 
with them in all things : and the Sons of 
Judas will be in covetoufhefs, feizing upon 
others goods, like lions. For which caufb 
Ex xv y° u ih a ll he led with them into captivity, 
v. ’ and there fhall you receive all the plagues of 
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Egypt, and all the wickednefs of the Gen* *><■«/.. 
tiles. And when you {hall return to the 
Lord, you Iball have mercy vouchfafed to vii! ij. 
you : and He fhall lead you to his Sanfluary, 
and proclaim peace to you. And the Sal - Gen . xlix. 
vat ion of the Lord Jhall arife to you out of the l8 - . 
tribe of Judah and Levi : and he ihall make 
war againft Beliar , and he Ihall afford the 
vengeance of his vi&ory to your borders. £nd 
he fhall take away from Beliar , the Souls 
of the Saints, as captivies, and ftill convert 
the difobedient hearts to the Lord ^ and ftill Luhln. 
beftow eternal peace on thofe that call upon 
him. And the Saints fhall reft in Eden : Apoc. xxr. 
and the Righteous fhall rejoice in the New *• 
Jerufdem : which fhall be for the glory of 
God, for ever. And Jerufalem fhall no more 
undergo defolation : nor fhall Jfrael be car¬ 
ried captive: for the Lord fhall be in the 
midft of her, converging with men ; and 
the Holy one of Jfrael fhall reign over them, 
in humility and poverty. And he that be- 
lieveth in him fhall reign in truth, in the 
Heavens. 

6 . And now Fear ye the Lord, My 
Sons ; and take care of your felves,. to a- 
void Satan, and his Spirits. But draw near 
to God, and to the Angel that pleads for T . 
you y for He is the Mediator of God and $,y’ <w * 
Men, for the peace of Iftael. He will 
ftand againft the Kingdom of the Enemy, 

For which reafon the Enemy earneftly en¬ 
deavours 
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deavours to fubvert the fteps of all that call 
upon the Lord. For he knoweth, that in 
the day that Ifrael fhall believe, the King¬ 
dom of the Enemy fhall be ended. He is 
the Angel of peace, and will ftrengthen 
Ifrael, that he may not fall into the extre¬ 
mity of evils. Now the Lord will depart 
from thfem in the day of the iniquity of 
Ifrael ; but will return again to him that 
doth his will: [ for none of t fa Angels Jbalt 
be like him .*] His name in every place of 
Ifrael, and among the Gentiles fhall be the 
Saviour. Keep your lelves therefore, My 
Sons, from, every wicked work^ and eaft 
away from you anger, and all lying ; and 
love truth, and long fuffering: and what 
you have heard of your father do you alfb 
•deliver down to your Sons • that the Fa¬ 
ther of nations may receive you. For he 
will be true, and long fuffering, meek, and 
humble •, teaching by his a£tions the Law 
of God. Depart therefore from all unrigh- 
teoufnefs ; and adhere to the righteoufnefs 
of the Law of God •, and my frock fhall 1 be 
for Salvation for ever. And bury me near 
my fathers. 

7. And when he had faid this, he kill¬ 
ed them ; and flept the eternal ffeep. And 
his Sons buried him ; and afterward they 
brought back his bones, [and laid them] 
near toAbraham, Ifaac, and Jacob. 
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But as Dan prophefied to them, that 
they would forget the Law of their God, 
and Ihould be driven out of the land of 
their inheritance, and of the flock of Ifraef 
and of their own country, fo it came to 
pals. [ An Addition afterwards.'] 

NEPHTHALIM. 

§. .1. A Copy of theTeftament of Nepb- 
/X tbalim , which he made at the 
time of his end, in the 130th [or 13 2d] 
year of his life. When his Sons came to¬ 
gether, in the feventh month, on the fourth 
day of the month, as he was in health , he 
made .them afupper, and afeaft; and after 
he awaked in the morning he faid to them, I 
am about to die : and they did not believe 
him : and he blefled the Lord, and confirm¬ 
ed it, that after lupper the next day he 
Ihould die. Accordingly, he began to lay 
to his Sons, Hear, My Sons, Ye Sons of 
Nephthalim , Hear the words of your father. 
I was born of Bilhah : and becaufe Rachel 
died cunningly , and gave Bilhah to Jacob 
inftead of her felf, and fhe bare me upon 
the thighs of Rachel , on that account was 
I called Nephthalim. And Rachel loved 
me, becaufe I was born upon her thighs, 
and Ihe kiffed me, who was a child of a 
delicate afpeft, and fhe faid, May I fee a 
brother of thine, of my own womb,' after 

thee. 
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thee. Whence it was that jofeph was lifo 
to me in all things, according to the pray 
ers of Rachel. But my mother is Bilhah 
the daughter of Ruthaus , the brother o 
Deborah , Rebecca's nurfe : and Ihe was borr 
the lame day that Rachel was born. Now 
Rutb&us was of the ftock of Abraham , a 
Chaldean, , one that feared God, frde, and 
well born. And he having been carried 
captive, was redeemed by Laban : and he 
gave him Enan his maid fervant to wife: 
fvho bear him a daughter, and called her 
Kflpha, from the name of the village out 
of which Ihe was carried captive. And 
after this Ihe bare Bilhah ; faying, Thou 
art very quick, my daughter : for alfoon as 
ever Ihe was born, fhe haftily fucked. 

§. a. And becaufe I was light of feet, as 
an hind, my father Jacob appointed my 
employment, to go on every errand and 
meflage: and accordingly He blelfed me, 
as an hind,. For as a Potter knows his vef- 
fel, how much it is to hold; and in pre¬ 
portion to it brings the clay ; fo does the 
Lord make the Body, according to the 
libenefs of the Spirit; and inferts the Spi¬ 
rit, according to the power of the Body; 
and there is no defeft as to the one or the 
other; to the third part of an hair. Eve¬ 
ry creature of the Moll High, is aiccording 
to weight and meafare , and rule : and as the 
potter knows the ufe of every one of his 
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veffels, of what capacity [or ftrength ] it is, 
fo does the Lord know the Body, how far 
it will reach, in doing right; and where 
it begins to do wrong. For there is no¬ 
thing created, no cogitation which the Lord 
does not know : for he male every Man ac - 
cording to his own image. As is his ability, ’ 
fo is his work; and as is his mind, fo alfo is 
his work; and as is his purpofe, fo is his 
praftice; as is his heart, fo is his mouth; 
as is his eye, fo is his fleep • as is his foul, 
fo is his word, either in the law of the 
Lord^ or in the law of Beliar : and as there 
is a difference between light and darknefs j 
between fight and hearing; fo is there a 
difference between Man and Man, be- 
_ tween Woman and Woman; and one can- 

* not fay that in any one thing, or in any 
one featute of their face, they are exa&ly 
alike. For God made all things in order, 

[ and made them ] good. He put the five 
fenfes in the head ; he conne£ted the neck 
to the head; and gave him hair for beau¬ 
ty and glory; and befides, he gave him 
an heart for underftanding ; a belly for fe- 
paration of the ftoraach ; the reed for 
health ; the liver for paffion ; the bile for take in tht 
bitternefs ^ the fpleen for laughter ; the Co f i ‘’ s - 
reins for cunning; the mufcles of the loins 

for firength; the ribs for the chefl:; the fpine 

• for power; and fo of the reft. After the 
like manner, My Sons, Be ye in a good 

order, 
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order, in the fear of God; and do ye no¬ 
thing that is diforderly, and from contempt* 
nor out of its proper time. If thou fhould- 
eft fay to thine eye. Hear ; It cannot do 
it: nor can it in darknefs do the works of 
light. 

g. Do not you therefore endeavour 
by covetoufnefs to deftroy your aftions, or 
to deceive your own Souls, by vain words: 
for by filently going on in purity of heart, 
« you will be able to obferve the will of God, 
and to reject the will of the Devil. > "£he 
Sun, and the Moon, and the Stars do not 
change their order. Accordingly, neither 
do you change the Law of God, by the 
diforder of your practices. The Gentiles 
have gone aftray ; and, leaving the Lord, 
have changed their order, and have fob* 
lowed after ftones and wood, by following 
the Spirits of Deceit. But do not you do 
fo, My Sons: as knowing that in the fir¬ 
mament, in the earth, in tne fea, and in all 
parts*of the creation* there is the Lord 
that made all things: that you may not be¬ 
come like Sodom , which changed the order 
of her nature. In like manner did the Egre- 
17 ‘ gori change the order of their nature; whom 
the Lord curfed at the flood ; appointing 
that, for their lakes, the Earth mould be 
defolate, without inhabitants, and fruits. 

4 .1 lay this, My Sons, becaufe I know, 
by the Holy Scripture of Enoch y that ye 

will 
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your felves alfo depart from the Lord; 
walking according'to all the wickednels of 
the Gentiles : and will do according to all 
the iniquity of Sodom: and the Lord will 
bring Upon you captivity ; arid yqu will 
ferve your enemies • and you will be over¬ 
whelmed with all forts of adverfity and 
affli&ion ; until the Lord deftrqy you all. * 

Arid after you are dipiiriiflied, arid beoome Be, '~ 

* few in number. You will return, and will 
acknowledge the Lord your God, and he XV. 20. 
will bring you back unto your "Land, ac- lCkr - xvi - 
cording to his great mercy- And it will 4 ' 

Come to pafs, that when they fhall come 
unto the Land of theft'fathers, they will 
again forget the Lord, and willaQ: wicked¬ 
ly ; and the Lord will fcatter them upon the b/sv- ’ 
face of the whole Earth; until theLCOrtipafli- 
On of the Lord come ; a Mari that; doth 
righteoufnefe, and exerdfeth mercy towards xv.^. 
all Men, both thofe that are fair off) and v - 
thofe 'thap are nigh. . - , f ■ EfaMt-j. 

§.4. For . in the 40th'year df .'my life, 

I faw,' in a dream/ -ini the mountains of 
Olives, on the. Eaft of f Jeriifalem, that the 
Sun and the Moon flood ftill: and behold 
Ifaac my father’s lather'faid CO usy JR.ua e- 
very one of you,- and; catch themi; accord¬ 
ing to your abilities: and the Sun and 
Moon mail belong to him that Can catch 
them. And we all ran /together ? a ndLevi ; 
caught the Sun ; and Jitdas made hafte and 
B d caught 
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caught the Moon : and they were both ex¬ 
alted with them. And as Levi appeared 
like the Sun, a certain young Man gave him 
the branches of 12 Palm-trees. Judas alfo 
was Iplendid, like the Moon; and under 
his feet were 12 Rays. And Levi and Ju¬ 
das ran into one another’s arms, and caught 
one another. And behold there was a Bull 
upon the Earth, having two great horns, and 
the wings .of an Eagle upon his back : and 
when we would have caught him, we could 
not. But Jofeph made hafte and caught 
him y and went up with him on high. And 
I fawj (for I was . there prefent my fellj) 
and behold an Holy Scripture appeared to 
us, that laid, The JJJjrians, the Medes , the 
Perfians i the Elamites, the *Che kites, the 
Chaldeans , and the Syrians , fhall polfels in 
Captivity the twelve tribes Of Jfrael. 

* §. 6 . Again, feven months afterwards, I 
law our father Jacob Handing at the fea of 
Jamnia , and we his Sons were with him : 
and lo a Ihip came under fail, full of lalt 
flefh ; without either mariners', or a fteerfi 
man: the Ihip had this infcription, Jacob's 
Ship. And our father laid to us,- Let us go 
up into our £hip : but 1 a {Toon as we were 
got into it, there happened a great ftorm, 
and a mighty whirlwind; and our hither 
who held the helm flew away from us ; and 
we were carried away with the tempeft 
into the fea,. and the Ihip was filled with 
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waters, and was dafhed with vaft waves,' 
till it was broken to pieces. And Jofepb 
fled away in the boat: and we were all 
accordingly feparated, upon ten planks 
but Levi and Judas were upon the lame 
plank. Wc were therefore fcattered about, 
in the laft extremity. But Levi put on 
fackcloth,’ and prayed for us all tip the Lord. 
Nowafloon as the ftorm ceafed, the boat 
came to land, as in a calm: and 16 our father 
Jacob came to lis, and we unanimoufly re¬ 
joiced together. 

§. 7. I told thefe two dreams to my fa¬ 
ther : arid he feid to me, They muft be fill- 
filled in their feafons, in the great fufferings 
of Ifrael. Then feid my father, I believe. 
that' Jofebh is alive: for I fee always that 
the Lora numbers him together with you : 
and he feid with tears, Doft thou live, My 
fon Jofephf arid doft tnou not fee thy father 
Jacob ? arid he made us all weep with his 
words.' And I burned in my Dowels to 
tell him that he was fold : but I was afraid 
of riiy brethren. 

§. 8 . Behold, My Sons, I have fhewed 
you the laft tidies, when all fhall be ac- 
confplifhed in Ifrael. Do you therefore alfo 
charge your Sons, that thev be united to 
Levi, and to Judas : for through Judas 
fhall felvation arife unto Ifrael : and in him 
fhall Jacob be bleffed : for by his tribe, 
fhall God appear, inhabiting among Men 
B b 2 upon 
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u pon Earth, to lave the flock of Jfrael t 
$nd he will gather the righteous of the 
Gentiles together. . For if you do good 
works, So^s. bpth Men and Angels will 
blefs you; and. Goa will he glorified among 
the gentiles, through you j aqd the Devil 
W^ll fife' away ■ from you ; gad the wild 
Beajls wjU r be; .afraid of you;: and the An¬ 
gels will adh^je jtq you. As when any one 
educates his Son well, he has a good me¬ 
morial ; fo it is with a good work, its 
good' memorial is with God. But as to 
one that does, noigpod work, both Angels 
and, Men will c|urfe him •, and God will be 
difhpnbured among the Geptiles through 
him.*, and the Devil will poflefs him, as 
hjLS. own yellel ; and every wild beaft will 
have dominion over him ; and the Lord 
will hate hini; For the commandments; of 
the law are double : there is a ti me of ac¬ 
companying with a man’s wile; and a time 
qf,apfiinence, • for his prayer; thefe two 
commands’ are fuch, that if they be not 
done in their order, they procure fin: and 
fo it is in the,reft of the commandments. 
Be ye therefore wife in God, and prudent; 
knowing the, order of his commands, alid 
the mealureS iOf every action, that the Lord 
mavloveyoiV; 

§ r i 9.; And when he had given many inch 
things in charge to them, he exhorted 
them that they ihould parry his bones un- 
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to Hebron, and bury him with his fathers. 

And when he had eaten, and drunk, in the 
gladnefs of his Soul, he covered his face 
and died: and his Sons did according to 
all things, which Nepthalim their father 
charged them to do. *' 

GAD. 

§. i, \ Copy of the Teftament of Gad, 
what he fpake to his Sons in 
the I2<;th year of his life. I,was the fe- 
venth Son of Jacob-, I was a flout Man in 
keeping the flocks. I kept the flock iii 
the night-time $ and when a wolf, or a 
lion, or a leopard, or a bear came upon 
the flock, I followed him; and catching 
him by the foot with my hand, and whirl¬ 
ing him about, I blinded him; and throw¬ 
ing him as *far as two furlongs, I, by that *■ At f - je . 
means, flew him. Now Jofeph fed the times - 
flock with us about 30 days; and being 
one of a tender conftitution, was diforder- 
ed by the heat, and returned to Hebron to 
his father: and he made him lie near to 
himfelf; for he loved him. And Jofeph 
faid to our father, that the Sons of Zjlpha. 
and Bilhah, facrificed good creatures, and 
eat them alfo, contrary to the dire&ion of 
Judas and Reuben. For he law that, I' took 
a lamb out of the mouth.of a fhfe-bear, and 
hilled the bear, and facrificfed the lamb : 
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(for which I greatly grieved that it could 
liot live :) and we eat it; and he told' our 
father of it: and they had indignation a- 
gainft Jofeph for this thing, until the Very 
day that he was fold into Egypt. AncJ the 
Spirit of Hatred was in me ; * and I would 
not lee Jo/eph with my eyes, Or [hear’ him j 
with my ears. He allb reproved us to our 
face, that we eat the young ones of the 
flock without Judas: and whatsoever he 
faid’ to his father,' he was perfuaded bf 
him. 

§. 2. I confels now my fin, My Sons,' 
that I Would many times have flain him ': 
For I hated him'at my very Soul: and I 
had no manner of * bowels of compaflion fof 
him. And, indeed, I hated him ftill more 
for his dreams, and wou'd have licked him 
Up out of the land of the living, as a calf 
licks up "the green herbs from the Earth. 
Wherefore l and Judas fold him to the If- 
maelites\ for go pieces of gold : of which 
we concealed io, and fhewed the other 20 
to our brethren.' And fo Covetoufnefs made 
me exceeding ready to have him taken out 
of the way. But the God of iyy fathers 
delivered him out of my hand; that I 
might not perpetrate wickednefs. 

' ‘ §. g. And now. Hear the words of truth, 
that you may do righteoufhefs, and [keep] 
every Law of the Moft’ High. And do 
hot ye wander about with the Spirit of 
! •' ' .*• ' Hatred': 
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Hatred: for it is an evil thing in all the 
aftions of Men. Whatever a malicious Man 
does he is abominable. If he do the Law 
of the Lord, God does not praile him : if 
he fears the Lord, and would do what is 
right, God does not love him. He carps 
at truth'; he envies a Man that profpers ; 
he embraces evil-lpeaking ; and he loves 
pride. For malice hath blinded his Soul: 
as I law in the cafe of Jofeph. 

4. Keep your felves therefore. My 
•Sons, from hatred : for it works iniquity 
againft the Lord himfelf: for it will not 
hear the words of his commands, concern¬ 
ing the love of Our neighbour, and it fins 
againft God : for if his brother offend, he 
defires prefently to tell it to all, and haftens 
the judgment concerning him, and his pu- 
nilhment unto death. But if the offender 
be a fervant, he accufes him to his Lord: 
and in all his affti&ion he rejoices againft 
him, if by any means he may bring him 
to death. For hatred co-operates to mur¬ 
der : and when any do well, and are- in 
profperity, and he either hears it or fees it, 
he is lick upon it. For as love would revive 
even thofe that are dead, and recall them 
back that are under the fentence of' death; 
fo would hatred flay thole that are alive, 
and would not have thofe that have been 
guilty of venial fins to live any longer. For 
the Spirit of Hatred is fo narrow of Soul, 
B b 4 that 
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that it co-operates with Satan in all- things, 
For the death of Men: .but the Spirit of 
Love, by long-fuffering co-operates with 
the Law of God, unto the Salvation of* 
Men. ' 

§. Hatred is therefore an evil thing, 
becaufe it always abides with lying; freak¬ 
ing againft truth; and makes lmall offences 
great: it darkens light: it calls fweet bit¬ 
ter : and teaches eahimny, and war, and 
injury, and all forts of evil defires : and 
fills the heart with diabolical poifon. 1. 
fpeak this by experience, that you may a- 
void hatred, and may adhere to the love 
of the Lord. Righteoufnels calls out ha¬ 
tred ; humility takes away hatred : for the 
righteous and the humble Man is afhamed 
to do an unjuft thing * not as reproved by 
another, but by his own heart; for the 
Lord preferves his Will. He does not fpeak 
againft any [holy] Man, becaufe the fear of 
God overcomes his hatred: for being afraid 
of offending the Lord, he will not, in the 
leaft, injure any Man; no, not in his 
thoughts. This I knew at laft, after my 
repentance concerning Jofeph: for that true 
»• repentance which is according to God, takes 
* away difobedience, and drives away dark- 
nefs, and enlightens the eyes, and affords 
knowledge to the Soul, and guides the will 
to falvation. It does not learn [this] front 
Men ; but knows it by repentance: [that 
* ’ ‘ thofe 
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thofe that are converted will be received .] Fof 
God brought upqp me a diftemper in my 
bowels; and had it not been for the pray¬ 
ers of my father Jacob, my Spirit had fail¬ 
ed, and I had died. For by thofe things 
wherein a Man tranfgrelfes is he alfo pu- 
nifhed. Therefpre ? beeaufe my bowels 
were unmercifully difpofed againft Jofepk, I 
was condemned to fuller unmercifully in my 
bowels, for eleven Months: which was the 
fame length of time that l watched for the 
fale of Jcfefb. 

§. 6. And now. My Sons, Do you eve¬ 
ry one love his brother ; and take away 
hatred from your hearts: loving one ano¬ 
ther in deed, and in word, and in the af¬ 
fection of your heart; for before our fa¬ 
ther’s face, I fpake kindly to Jofeph: but 
when I was gpne out of his fight, the Spi¬ 
rit of Hatred blinded my mind, and dif- 
prdered my Soul; fo that I endeavoured 
to flay him. Do you therefore love one 
another from your heart; and if any one 
fin againft thee, fpeak to him peaceably ; 
banifhing all the poifon of hatred; and 
do not retain deceit in thy Soul: and if he 
confefs his fattlt, forgive him : and tho’ he ***** x?i - 
deny it, do not contend with hm, left he 3 ’ 
fwear, and-thou be guilty of a double fin. 

Let not a ftranger in your contefts, hear a- 
ny of your fecrets; that he may not hate 
and malign thee, and work a great fin a- 
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gainft thee : for he will flay thee fecretly, 
and will privately enquire out your affairs, 
for mifchief: as having got poifQn from 
thee. But if he deny his offence, and is 
alhamed when he is reproved, and keep fi- 
lence, do not thou expofe him. For he 
that denies his offence, is forry for it: fo 
that he will not repeat it towards thee; 
hut will have a refped for thee, and wifi 
be afraid, and will be at peace [ afterward .3 
But tho’ he be impudent, and inflfl: in his 
malice, yet even in that cafe do thou for-, 
give him, from thine heart, apd leave ven¬ 
geance to God, 

§. 7. If any one be profpered more than 
You, be ye not troubled ; but pray for 
him, that he may be cotnpleatly profpered. 
For perhaps this is for your good; nay, 
tho’ he fliould be greatly exalted, do not 
envy him : remembring that all flefh fhall 
die. But offer an hymn of praife to the 
Lord, who giveth what is good and pro¬ 
fitable unto all Men. Search out the judg¬ 
ments of the Lord; and fo will he forgive 
thee, and will make thy mind peaceable. 
Nay, if any of the wicked grows rich, as 
was the cafe of Efau, my father’s brother, da 
not ye envy him; but wait for the appoint¬ 
ed time of the Lord. For either He will 
take them away by misfortunes ; or will 
forgive them upon repentance ; or if fuch 
an one he imp$nit$nt, he will referve his 
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bunifbment for the future world. He that is 
needy, and without envy, giving thank^ 
always to the Lord, he is richer than they 
all: becaufe he hath not the evil diffrac¬ 
tion of Men. Take therefore hatred a- 
way. from your Souls, and loye on$ ano¬ 
ther in uprightntfs of heart. 

$.8* feut do you your felves; tell this 
to your Sons ; that they are to honour Ju¬ 
das, and Levi. For out of then?, the Lord 
will arife to you, a Saviour to ifrael. For 
I know thiat in the end, your Sons will de¬ 
part from them, and will be immers’d in 
all wickednefs, and affliction, and corrup¬ 
tion before the Lord. And when he had 
refted liimfelf again, he faid to them ^ My 
Sons, Hear your father ; and bury me near 
my fathers. And plucking up his feet, he 
flept in peace. And after five years, they 
brought him back to Hebron , and buried 
him there with his fathers. 

A S E R. 

§. i. A Copy of the T?ftament of A- 
± \ fer , which he fpake to his Sons, 
in the 126th year of his life: while he was 
In health: He faid unto them,' Hear, Ye 
Sons of AferJ your father: and I will fhew; 
You whatfoevef is right in the fight of God. 
God hath let’ Two Ways before the Sons of 

Men: 
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Men: two courfes of life; and two forts 
of pra&ice; and two places; and two ends. 
Wherefore all things are two, the one fet 
over againft the other. Two ways of good 
and of evil: as to which, there are two 
counfels within our breafts, that diftinguilh 
them. If therefore the Soul be inclined to 
what is good, all its practice is ill righteouf- 
nefs : if he fin, he prefently repents. For 
by intending to do what is right, and by 
calling away wickednefc, he foon overturns 
what is evil, and cuts up fin by the roots. 
But if the Soufs inclination be to do what 
is evil, its actions partake of wickednefs ; 
and by the reje&ion of what is good, he 
embraces what is evil; and being over-rul¬ 
ed by Beliar , altho’ he does fomewhat that 
is good, he converts it to wickednels: 
for tho* he begins as intending to do good, 
yet is the cpnclufion of His actions per¬ 
verted, and turned to do evil: becaufe the 
treafure of the underftanding is filled with 
the poifon of a wicked Spirit. 

§. 2. There is a Soul that fpeaks and 
fays, that good is better than evil ; and 
yet it condufts die end of the aftion ro 
evil. There is a Man that has no compaf- 
fion upon him, that miniftred to him in 
doing mifchief. This alfo has two faces; 
but the whole of it is wicked. There is 
alfo a Man that loves one that is acting 
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wickedly; who is in like manner in wicked- 
nefs, for that he choofes to die in acting 
what is evil oil his account. Now as to 
this alio, it is manifeft that the thing has 
two faces ; but the whole of it is wicked 
pra&ice. And though the thing be love, 
yet it is wickednefs, and it obfcures what 
is good: accordingly, it has a good name, 
but the end of the action comes to evil. 
Another Man fteals, a&s unjuftly, takes 
things away by force, is greedy of more; 
yet hath he mercy on the poor. Now 
truly this has alfo two faces; but the whole 
is wicked. He that greedily gets his neigh¬ 
bour’s goods, provokes God to anger, mid 
adjures the Moft High to a falfehood : yet 
hath he mercy on the poor: He rejects him 
that is the teacher of the Law of the Lord, 
yet. does he refrefli the needy: He defiles 
the Soul, but amends the Body : He. kills 
many, hut hath mercy on a few. Thisal- 
lb hath two faces. Another is guilty of 
adultery and fornication, yet he abnains 
from food : and as he fafteth he a&s wick¬ 
ednefs : and by his power and his riches he 
vexes many; and out of his arrogant wick¬ 
ednefs performslthe [other'] commands. This 
alfo hath two faces ; but the whole of it 
is wicked. Such perfons are like fwine and 
hares, who as to one half of their charac- l^h. X i. 
ter, are clean ; but in reality are unclean. 7- 
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Fbr fo did the Lord fay in the Tables of 
the Heavens. 

. Be not you therefore, My Sons/ 
Jike thefe Men of two facies, the one-of 
goodnefs, the other of wickednefs ; but 
do you adhere only to goodnefs. For God 
acquifces therein • and that is it which 
Men defire. But fly from wickednefs, and 
get clear of the Devil,' by your good works; 
for thofe that have two faces do not ferve 
God^ but their own lufts; that they may 

E leafe Beli&r , and fuch Men as are like 
im. . . 

4. For good Men, and thofe that have 
but one face, though they appear to fuch 
as have two faces to fin, are righteous with 
God. For many who deftroy the wicked 
do two works, a good work by an evil one : 
but the whole is good : for by rooting out 
wickednefs it perilhes. One nateth a tner- 
cifol Man, and accufes him as an adulterer 
and a thief. This alfo hath two faces; but 
the whole work is good becaufe he imi¬ 
tates the Lord, in not receiving that which 
appeals to be good, together with what is 
really evil. Another will not fee a good 
day with extravagant pcrfons, that he may 
not defile his Body, and pollute his Soul.' 
This aifo hath two faces ; but the whole 
is good. .For fuch as thefe are like to goats' 
xiy an ° fogs, who under a wild behaviour foeirt 
4, 5. ’ to be unclean, but upon the whole are 
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clean.: for they walk in the zeal of God; 
abftaining from thofe things which God 
hateth, and by his precepts forbids; fepa- 
rating evil from good. 

§. 5. See, My Sons, how every thing is 
double, and one thing is obfcured by ano¬ 
ther. Death lucceeds to life; difhonour to 
honour; night to day; light to darknels: 
hut all things are under the day. Righte¬ 
ous a&ions are under life: wherefore eter^ 
nal life waits us after death ; nor is it law¬ 
ful to cail truth falfehood, nor juftice injus¬ 
tice: for all truth is under the light; as all 
things are under God. I have had experi¬ 
ence of all this in my life: and I have not 
gone aftray from the truth of the Lord : 
and I have fought out the commands of 
the Moft High : and according to my in¬ 
tire ability, have I walked with one free 
to do gooch 

§.6. Do you therefore. My Sons, attend 
to the commands of the Lord : following 
/truth with one faee : for thofe that have 
two faces, fhall be doubly punifhed ; as 
imitating the Spirits of Error, which ftrive 
agaiuft Men. Keep the Law of the Lord,' 
and do not attend to evil as to good : but 
have regard to what is really good; and 
obferve that, in all the commands of the 
Lord : returning unto him, and retting fi¬ 
nally in him: 7 f° r the ends of Men {hew 
their righteoufne&J And do you acquaint 
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your felve? .with the Angels of the Lord, 5 
and the Angels of Satan: for when a Soul 
goes away difordered, it is tormented by 
the wicked Spirit/ to which it was a fer-* 
V&nt in lufts, and kicked works ; but if in 
filence and gladnefs, it be acquainted with 
the Angel, of peace, he will comfort him in 

life, . . 

Gen. xi*. __ Be not ye Kke to Sodom: which 
^ knew not the Angels of the Lord, and 
periihsd for ever. For I know that ye 
will fin, and will be delivered into the 
band of your enemies •• your land will be 
made ciefolate.: and you will be fcattered 
abroad, unto the four corners of the earth* 
and you will be in a difperfion, utterly de- 
fpifed as ufelefswater; until the Moft High 
fhall vifit the Earth, and hehimfeif fhall 
come, as a Man, eating and drinking with 
Men : and in filence brnifing the head Of 
the dragon by water. .He.fhall Give Jfroel, 
^ and all the Gentiles, being a God putting 
“on.the appearance of a Man. Telly® 
therefore this:; to yQiur children, that [they 
be not difbbedient to him. Fori have 
read in the *%ahULof thoi Heavens, that you 
will certainly difobey him, and you will 
certainly aft wickedly: towards him: . not 
attending to the Law of God, but. to. the 
commandments of Men. For this, caufe 
fhall ye be fcattered abroad, as fhall'(W 
. and Daffy [attd the rejk of] my brethren: 

who 
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who fhall not know their own countries^ 
or their own tribe, or language. But the 
Lord will gather you together in faith, by 
the hope of his compamon: for the fake of 
Abraham , and Ifaac , and Jacob. 

§. 8. And having laid this to them, he 
charged them, laying, Bury me in Hebron. 

And he died, fleeping a good fleep. And 
his Sons did according to what he charged 
them : and they brought him back, and 
buried him with his fathers. 

JOSEPH. 

§. i. \ Copy of the Teftament of Jo- 
jtx, fefh. When he was about to die, 
he called his Sons and his Brethren, and faid ' 
unto them, My Sons, and Brethren, Hear 
Jofeph , the beloved oi ljraei. Hearken, My 
Sons, to your Father. I have feen in my 
life envy and death : and I did not err in 
the truth of the Lord. Thefe brethren of 
mine hated me, and the Lord loved me : 
they would have killed me, but the Lord 
Of my fathers preferved me: they let me 
down into a pit, and the Molt High brought 
me up again: I was fold for a fervant, 
and God made me free : I was taken as a 
captive, and his ftrong hand helped me: 

I was *diftre!Ted by famine, and the Lord i„ t < >e p!t 
himfelf nourilhed me: I was in weaknels, z a bui.§4 
arid the Moft High vilited me: I was in 
C c pnfon. 
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prifon, and my Saviour dealt gracioufly 
with me: in bonds, and he loofed me : un¬ 
der falfe accufations, and he pleaded for 
me : under bitter words of the Egyptians, 
and he delivered me: under envy and de¬ 
ceit, and he exalted me. 

§. 2. And accordingly, Photimar , C Pott- 
pharj *the Captain ofPharaoh's guards com- 
mitted his houfe to me : and I was in an 
agony about his wife, an impudent wo¬ 
man, who follicited me to tranfgrefs with 
her. But the God of Jfrael, my father, 
prererved me out of the burning flame. I 
was put into prifon, I was beaten with 
ftripes,- I was affronted with fcorn; and 
the Lord made me an objeft of companion 
in the fight of the Keeper of the prifon. 
For the Lord will not leave thofe that fear 
him, neither in darknefs, nor in bonds, nor 
in adverfities, nor in diftrefs.. For God is 
not afhamed of them as Man is : nor is he 
afraid as the Son of Man is: nor is he weak, 
or eafily repulfed, as is he that is born up¬ 
on Earth. But he is prefent in all places, 
and comforts Men in different mariners j 
though he fometimes leaves them for a 
while, to try the difpofitiori of their Soul. 
He has made me an example of fuch trial 
in ten temptations : and I exercifed long- 
fuffering in them all: for long-fuffering is 
a great remedy, and patience beftows ma¬ 
ny bk flings. 

§. j. How 
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$. ?. How often did the Egyptian wo¬ 
man threaten me with death ? How often 
did fhe recall me from the punilhment ihe 
had denounced again!! me, and threatened 
me when I would not lie with her ? And 
ihe iaid, Thou ihalt rule over me, and over 
all that is mine, if thou wilt give up thy 
ielf to me: and thou ihalt be as our mailer. 
I therefore called to mind the words of the 
lathers of my father Jacob, [.Abraham , and. 
Jfaac J and entring into my clpfet, I prayed 
to the Lord, ana I failed in thole feven 
years • and I appeared to the Egyptian, [Po- 
tiphar ] as if I had lived delicately. For thofe 
that fall for God’s fake, receive the grace of 
the countenance; [are wellfavour'd.'] And 
when wine was given me, I did not drink of 
it: and when I failed three days together, I 
received my provifion, and gave it to the 
poor, and to the infirm, I got up early 
to pray to the Lord; and I wept on ac¬ 
count of this Egyptian woman of Memphis. 
For fhe was troublefome to me, without 
the leall intermiflionc And in the night 
time Ihe would come to me, on pretence 
of viliting me. And at firfl fhe pretend¬ 
ed that fhe had no male iffue, and made me 
believe Ihe elleemed me as her own Son. 
'And I prayed unto the Lord, and fhe bare 
a Son. For fome time fhe embraced me- as 
a Son : and I underllood not [her meaning* j 
At Jail Ihe tempted me to fornication : and 
C c 2. when 
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when I underftood it, I was forrowful, even 
unto death : .and when fhe was gone out, I 
came to my felf, and I was grieved for her 
many days : and I foake to her the words 
of the Moft High, if perhaps fhe might be 
converted from her wicked luff. 

§. 4. How often did fhe flatter me, as 
if I were an holy man : commending my 
chaftity treacheroufly in words, before her 
husband ; while, fhe was defirous to lup- 
plant me when I was alone? Sheboafted 
of me publickly, as of a chafte perfon; but 
in private fhe laid to me, Be not afraid of 
my husband: for he is perfuaded of thy 
chaftity : fo that if any one fhould tell him 
of us, he will not believe it. On this ac¬ 
count I proftrated my felf on the ground ; 
and befoughtGod that he would deliver me 
from this Egyptian woman. But when fhe 
could not prevail, fhe came again to me 
for inftru£fcion in religion ; to learn the 
word of the Lord ; and fhe faid ,to me. If 
thou art defirous that I fhould leave Idols, 
yield to me, and I will perfuade this Egyp+ 
tian to leave his Idols, and we will walk 
in the Law of thy Lord. I faid to her, 
The Lord does not defire that His wor- 
fhippers fhould do it in uncleannefs .* nor 
has he pleafure in fornicators. Upon which 
fhe was filent ; but defirous to fulfill her 
luft. I alfb ftill the more fafted and pray¬ 
ed, that the Lord would deliver me from 
her. §. $. A- 
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§. %. Again, at another time the faid to 
me, If thou wilt not commit fornication, 
I will flay this Egyptian ; and then I will 
take thee tor my husband, according to law. 
Whereupon, affoon as I heard this, I rent 
my garment, and faid, Woman, Fear the 
Lord ; and do not perpetrate fo wicked a 
thing, left thou be deftroyed. For even I 
my felf will tell thy wicked purpote to all 
men. Upon which the prayed that I would 
not declare her wickeanefs to any: and 
the went away, feducing me ftill with pre- 
fents, and fending me all the rarities the 
Sons of Men do enjoy. 

§. 6 . She alfo tent me meat, mixed by 
art-magick: and as the Eunuch came and 
brought it to me, I looked up, and taw a 
terrible man giving me a fword, together 
with the dith: and I underftood that this 
pernicious pra&ice was for the mifleading 
of my Soul: and when he was gone out, 
I wept, but did not taft either that meat, 
or any other that the tent me. Now one 
day after this, when the came to me, fhe 
perceived the meat was there ftill; and fhe 
faid to me. What is the matter that thou 
haft not eaten of this meat ? And I faid to 
her, Thou haft filled it with what is deadly. 
And how canft thou lay I do not come near 
to idols, but,to the Lord only? Know 
therefore now, that the God of my father, 
by his Angel, hath revealed to me thy wick- 
C c j ednefs: 
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ednefs : and I kept this* meat for thy con- 
vi&ion, if poffibly, by feeing it, thou mayeft 
repent. Now, that thou mayeft learn, that 
the mifchief of the impious does not pre¬ 
vail over thofe that worfhip God with pu¬ 
rity, I took it before her face, and did 
eat*, and faid. The God of my fathers, and 
the Angel of Abraham will be with me. 
Whereupon fhe fell upon her face, at my 
feet, and wept; and when I had taken her 
up, I inftru&ed her, and fhe promifed that 
fhe would no more a£t fuch impiety. 

§. 7. But her heart was ftill let upon 
me, for adultery: fhe groaned, and had a 
deje&ed countenance. And the Egyptian 
f her husband ] faid to her, why is thy coun¬ 
tenance deje&ed ? And fhe faid, I am trou¬ 
bled at heart, and the groans of my Spirit 
opprefs me. And he endeavoured to cure 
her that was not lick. Then fhe came run¬ 
ning to me, when her husband was abroad, 
and faid to me, I will hang my felf, or 
throw my felf into a pit, or down a pre- 
cipiece, unlefs thou wilt agree to my propo- 
fal. And when I perceived that tne Spirit 
or Beltar difturbed her, I prayed to the 
Lord; and faid to her, why art thou trou¬ 
bled, and in diforder, and blinded in fins ? 
Remember that if thou kill thy felf, Sethon 
thy husband’s concubine, * thy rival, will 
box thy children, and will deftroy thy me¬ 
morial out of the Earth, And fhe faid to 

me, 
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me, if then thou loveft me, I am latisfied 
with this alone, that thou valueft my life, 
and the life of my children ; and I cannot 
but expe& [at length ] to obtain my defire. 
And fhe knew not that it was on the ac¬ 
count of the Lord, that I faid this, and 
not on her account: for if any one be fub- 
je£t to the palfion of a wicked lull, and be 
enflav’d thereto, as this woman was, tho* 
fuch an one hear any good thing, it is tak¬ 
en as fubordinate to that paflion, by which 
the party is overcome; and in order to 
gain their wicked defire, 

§. 8. I tell you therefore, My Sons, that 
it was about the fixth hour when fhe went 
out from me; when I bended my knee to 
the Lord, joining together that whole day, 
and that whole night, and in the morning 
I got up weeping, and begging deliverance 
from this Egyptian Woman. At Jaft, fhe 
caught hold of - my garments, forcibly, 
drawing me to accompany witn her. Af- 
foon therefore, as I law that fhe was fo 
mad as to take hold of my garments, I fled 
away naked; and fhe accufed me falfely 
to her husband: and the Egyptian call me 
into prifon, in his own hpufe: and the 
next day, when he had chaftifed.me with 
ftripes, he fent me into Pharaoh’s prifon, 
Affoon then as I was in bonds, the Egypt - 
ian Woman was lick with grief, and heark¬ 
ened how I fung hymns to the Lord, in 
C c 4 the 
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the houfe of darknefs: and rejoicing with 
a cheerful voice, I alone glorified God, that 
by this means, I was got free of the Egypt¬ 
ian Woman. 

§. 9. Yet did fhe frequently fend to me, 
faying, Be but willing to fulfil my defire, 
and I will redeem thee from thy bonds; 
and I will deliver thee from thy darknefs. 
And I did not yield to her inclinations, no 
not in my thoughts. For God rather loves 
one that is in a dark prifon, if he fafir in 
chaftity; than one in royal chambers, that 
lives delicioufly with impurity. But if he 
who lives in chaftity, defires alio glory; and 
if the Moft High fee it be for his advan¬ 
tage, He alfo beftows that upon him: as 
he did upon me. How often did the Wo¬ 
man, when fhe was ill, come down to me 
in my dark place, and heard my voice 
when I was praying ? But when I per¬ 
ceived her groans, I kept filent: for e- 
ven when I was in her houfe, fhe would 
fhew me her bare arms, her breaft, and 
her legs, that I might fall into her fnares: 
for fhe Was exceeding beautiful; efpecially, 
when fhe adorned her felf to deceive me. 
But the Lord preferved me from her at¬ 
tempts. 

§. 10. Confider therefore, My Sons, what 
efficacy there is in patience, and prayer, 
with fafting. Even if you your felves ob¬ 
tain chaftity and purity, in patience and 

humi- 
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humility of heart, the Lord- will dwell in 
you: for he loveth chaftity'. Now where 
the Moft High dwelleth, altho’ any one 
fall under envy, or flavery, or felfe accu¬ 
sation, or darknefs, the Lord who dwelleth 
in him, on account of his chaftity, will 
not only deliver him out of his afflidions, 
but will alfo exalt him, and bring him to 
glory; as he did me. For it muft needs 
be, that a Man is diftrefs’d, either in 
deed, or in word, or in thought. My bre¬ 
thren know hoy well my father loved me, 
and yet I was not exalted in my mind; al- 
tho’ I were but young, yet had I the fear 
of God in nly heart: for I knew that all 
things will pafs away: and I did not ex¬ 
ceed my bounds: and I honoured my bre¬ 
thren : and out of regard to them I kept 
filence, when I was fold; fo that I did not 
tell my parentage to the Ifmaelites , that I was 
the Son of Jacob., a man of great power 
and authority. 

§. 11. Do you therefore retain, in all a&i- 
ons, the fear of God hefore your eyes; and 
honour your brethren: for every one that 
does theilaw of the Lord, fhall be beloved 
by him. When therefore I came to. the In- 
dicolfiu. , with the Ifmaelites , they asked me, 
and I faid, I am an houfhold fervant: that I 
might not dilgrace my brethren. Now the 
chief of them faid to me, Thou art not a 
fervant: for even thy countenance fhews 

what 
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what thou art: and he theatened m$ even 
to death. But I ftill faid, I am th^ir fer- 
vant. Now affoon as we came into Egypt, 
they ftrove about me, whofhould purchafe 
me; for it was fuppofed by every body, 
that I was in Egypt with their fa&or, only 
until they fhould return with their mer¬ 
chandize. And the Lord gave me favour 
in the eyes of the factor; and he trufted 
me with his houfe : and God blefled him 
by my hand, and increafcd him with filver 
and gold: and I was with him three months 
and five days. 

§. 12. At that time the woman of Mem¬ 
phis, the wife of Potiphar , pafled by, in 
great pomp : and fhe caft her eyes upon 
me. For her Eunuchs told her of me. And 
fhe fpake to her husband about the factor, 
that he was grown rich by the means of a 
certain youth of the Hebrews : and they 
faid, that for certain they had ftolien him 
out of the land of Canaan. Therefore now 
do him juftice : and take away this youth 
that he may be thy Steward; and the God 
of the Hebrews will blefs thee : for favour 
from heaven is upon him. 

§. 15. Now Potiphar was perfuaded by 
her words, and commanded the faftor to 
be brought to him : and he faid to him, 
How is it that I hear this of thee, that 
thou ftealeft Men out of the land of the 
Hebrews, and felleft them for fervants ? 

Where- 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



(m ) 

Whereupon the fa&or fell upon his fact, 
and made fupplication, and laid, Have mer¬ 
cy on me, My Lord: I know not what 
thou fay eft. And he faid, Whence then 
didft thou get this Hebrew Servant ? And 
he laid, The Ifmaelites committed him to 
my care, until their return. But he did not 
believe him; but commanded him to be 
ftrip’d and fcourged, But when he continu¬ 
ed in the lame ftory, Potiphar faid, Let the 
youth be brought hither. And when he 
was brought, he bowed down before the 
matter of the Eunuchs: for he was the third 
in dignity in Pharaoh ’s court; the Prince 
of all the Eunuchs: having wives, and con¬ 
cubines, and children. And when he had 
taken me alide, he faid, Art thou a Have, 
or a freeman ? And I faid, A Have. And 
he laid to me, Whofe Have art thou ? And 
I faid to them. The Ifmaelites Have. And 
again he faid to me, How didft .thou be¬ 
come their Have ? And I faid. They bought 
me out of the land of Canaan. But he did 
not believe me, faying, Thou certainly tel- 
left a lie. And he commanded me to be 
ftrip’d and fcourged. 

§. 14. Now the woman of Memphis law 
me through her window, as I was fcourging: 
and (he lent to her husband, faying. This 
is an unjuft fentence ; for thee to punilh a 
free man that has been ftolen away, with¬ 
out a^y crime of his. But fmce I did not 

change 
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dhange my ftory upon fcourging, he com* 
manded that we fhould be kept, until, as 
he laid, the matters of this fervant fhall 
come. And his wife faid to him. Why 
doft thou imprifon a captive, one of good 
parentage ; one who mould rather be let 
go, and minifter to thee ? (for lhe was de- 
firous to fee me, with an inclination to fin s 
while I was intirely ignprant of all this.) 
But he faid to this woman of Memphis, It 
is not lawful, among the Egyptians, before 
Men are convi&ed, to take away what be¬ 
longs to others. He faid this as to the fa¬ 
ctor : and that the Have ought to be kept 
in fafe cuftody. 

§. i<j. Now after 24 days, came the if- 
maelites : and having heard that Jacob my 
father lamented for me, they laid to me, 
wherefore didft thou fay of tny felf, I am 
a Have; and Jo we know that thou art the 
jSon of a great Man, in the land of Cana¬ 
an ; and thy father lamenteth for thee in 
fackcloth. Upon which I had a great in-, 
clination to weep: but I refrained my felf, 
that I might not dilgrace my brethren. 
And I faid, I know nothing of that, I am 
a Have. They then relolved to fell me, 
that I might not be found in their hands : 
for they were afraid of Jacob, left he fhould 
take vengeance on them, for bringing me 
into peril. For they heard that he was 
great both with God and Men. Then laid 
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the fa&or to them, Get him loofed front 
the fentence of Potiphar. They then came 
to me, and defired a favour of me, laying, 
Tell [ Potiphar ,] that thou waft bought by 
us with money, and he will loofe thee. 

§* 16. Now the woman of Memphis 
made known her mind to her husband, 
that fhe defired him to purchafe me : for, 
fays fhe, I hear that they will fell him* 
And fhe fent an Eunuch to the Jfmaelites , 
defiring to purchafe me. [Upon which , the 
Captain of the guard asked the Ifmaelites to 
buy me.'] And the Eunuch upon trial, was 
unwilling to bargain with them, and went 
his way: . but told his miftrefs, that they 
asked a great price for’ the fervant. Upon 
which fhe fent another Eunuch, and faid* 
Tho’ they flpuld even ask two pounds or 
gold, give it. Spare not for gold: only 
buy the fervant, and bring him. And he 
gave 80 pieces of gold for me; telling the 
Egyptian woman, that he had given an ioo 
for me* However, tho’ I law this, I laid 
nothings that the Eunuch might not be. 
called to an accouilt. 

§. 17. Confider, My Sons* how much 
I endured, that I might not difgrace my 
brethren. Do you therefore alfo love one 
another ; and with long-fuffering, conceal 
one anothers imperfections. God is pleafed 
with the concord of brethren; and that dif- 
pofition of hearty which is well inclined to 

love. 
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love. Moreover, when my brethren came 
into Egypt, they know that I returned their 
money, and did not reproach them; but e- 
ven comforted them: and after the death 
of Jacob, I loved them more abundantly; 
and whatfoever he enjoined me, I did it, 
over and above, till they wondered at it. 
For I did not permit them to be diftrefs’d 
in the leaft thing. I alfo beftowed on them, 
whatfoever was in m.y power: their Sons, 
were my Sons: and my Sons, were as fer- 
vants to them. Their Soul, was my Soul: 
and all their grief, was my grief: and all 
their ficknefs, was my infirmity; my land, 
was their land; my counfel, was their coun- 
fel: nor did I arrogantly exalt my felf a- 
, mong them, on account of my worldlyPglo* 
ry. But I was among them, as one of the 
leaft of them. 

18. If therefore you alfo will walk in the 
commandments of the Lord, My Sons, He 
will advance you, and will blefs you with 
good things for ever. And if any one 
would do you mifchief, out of y§ur good 
will to him, pray for him; and you iball 
be delivered from all evil by the Lord. For 
behold now, you fee, that on account of 
my long-fuffering I was permitted to marry 
the daughter of my matter and miftrefs; 
and too talents of gold were given me 
with her: for God made them my fervants. 
He allb gave me beauty like a flower above 
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the beautiful ones of Ifrael ; and he kept 
me unto old age in ftrength and beauty: 
for I was in all things like unto Jacob. 

§. 19. But now, My Sons, Hear the dream 
which I faw. Twelve flags were feeding, 
and nine of them were divided from the 
reft, and were difperfed over all the Earth. 2 
In like manner were the three. And I law * >• 

that a Virgin was born of Judah, that had ^E/d.xnu 
on a fine linnen garment: and from her 40 Arab. * 

E roceeded a fpotlefs Lamb: and on its left 
and there was a Lion ; and all the wild Apoc. 
beafts ran againft him, and the Lamb over- XVIL ** 
came them, and deftroyed them; till they 
were utterly troden down. And in him 
did Angels, and Men, and all the Earth 
rejoice. Now thefe things fhall be fulfilled 
in their feafon, in the laft 'days. Do you 
therefore, My Sons, keep the command¬ 
ments of the Lord ; and honour Judah and 
Levi: for out of them fhall arile to you 
the Lamb of God , by grace faving all the 
Gentiles, and Ifrael alfo. For his Kingdom 
will be- an eternal Kingdom, which fhall 
not be moved. But my Kingdom among 
you will have an end, as a garden of fruit; 
for after fummer is over, it will appear no 
more. 

(j. 20. I know that after my deceafe the 
Egyptians will afflift you: but God will a- 
venge you; and will bring you into the 
land promifed to your fathers. But you 

fhall 
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lhali carry my bones along with you : for 
if my bones be carried back, the Lord will 
be in the light with you ; and Beliar in 
darknefs with the Egyptians. Do you alfo 
{Gad, and Jfer\ carry back Zjlpha , your mo¬ 
ther ; and lay her near Bilbah , at the Hip¬ 
podrome , hard by Rachel. And when he had 
(aid this, he ftretched out his feet, and flept 
the eternal fleep. And all Ifrael, and all 
Egypt mourned for him, a great mourning; 
For he had compallion on the Egyptians , as 
his own members : and did them good ; 
afhfting them in every work, and counfelj 
and thing whatfoever* 

BENJAMIN. 

r. A Copy of the words of Benja- 
min, which he fpake, as his 
Teftament, to his Sons, when he had lived 
125 years. And he killed them, and faid. 
As ljaac was born to Abraham in his hun¬ 
dredth year, ib was I to Jacob. And be- 
caufe Rachel died affoon as fhe had born 
me, I could not fuck her milk : but I fuck¬ 
ed of Bilhah. For Rachel , after fhe had 
brought forth Jofeph , was barren twelve 
years ; and fhe prayed to the Lord with 
faffing twelve days; and fhe conceived 
and bare me. For our father loved Ra¬ 
chel exceedingly; and prayed that he might 
have two Sons born of her. For this caufe 

her 
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herSoij was called the Son of‘Days , which is Gm.xxxy. 
the fignification of Benjamin , [or Benjamim .] l8, 

«. When therefore I went iiito Egypt, 
and Jofeph my brother took notice of me, he 
(aid to me, What did they lay to my fa¬ 
ther when they had fold me ? And I faid 
to him, they dipped thy coat in blood; and 
fending it to him, they laid, Confider whe¬ 
ther this.be thy Son's coat. And he faid 
to me, ’Tis true. Brother, for when the 
Jfmaelites took me, one of them plucked off 
my coat, and gave me a girdle, and when 
he had given me a lafh with his whip, he 
bid me run. But as he went to hide my 
coat, a lion met him, and flew him. Up¬ 
on which his partners were affrighted, and 
fold me to their companions. % 

j. Do you alfo, therefore, My Sons, 
your felves love the God of Heaven, and 
keep his commandments ; in imitation of 
that good and holy man j jofeph: and let 
your mind be fet upon that which is good ; 
as you. fee my mind has been. He that 
bath a good mind fees every thing rightly. 

Fear the Lord, and love your neighbour : 
and if the Spirits of Beliar fljall defire to 
have you led into all the wickednels of af¬ 
fliction, [temptations of adverfityj] all that 
wickednefs of affliction fliaU not have domini¬ 
on over you; as neither had it dominion over 
Jofeph , my brother. How many men had 
a mind to kill him ? and God protected 
D d him i 
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him: for he jthat fears God, and loves his 
neighbour, cannot be fubjed to the ftrokes 
of the aerial Spirit of Beliar ; being Cover¬ 
ed by the fear of God : and he cannot be 
overcome by the fnareS of men, or of beafts; 
being’alflfted by that love of the Lord whicn 
he bears towards his neighbour. For he 
defired of our father Jacob that he would 
pray for our brethren, that the Lord would 
not impute it to them that they had wick¬ 
edly contrived his ruin. Whereupon Jacob 
cried out, O my good Son Jofeph ! thou 
haft overcome the bowels of Jacob thy, fa¬ 
ther. Arid embracing him, he killed hiitt 
For two hours together, faying. The pro¬ 
phecy of Heaven concerning the Lamb of 
left. Jof ; God, a$d Saviour of the World , fhall be ful- 
£.'$>• filled in' thee : for the footlels one fhall 
dm. delivered U p for tranlgrelTors, and the 
* finlefs one fhall die for the impious, in the 
blood of the covenant, for the falvation of 
JJrael) and of all the Gentiles : and he fhall 
deftroy Beliar , and thofe that minifter uiito 
him. 

§. 4. You have feen, My Sons, the end 
of that good'man. Imitate therefore, with 
a good mind, his companion ; that you 
alio may wear crowns of glory. A good 
man hath not a dark eye: for he hath 
mercy u§on all : although they be turners, 
although they contrive his ruin. Such an 
one, by doing good, conquers the evil 

one; 
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tide; and is protected by the Good Being. 
He loves righteous men, as his own Soul. 
If any one becomes glorious, he does not 
envy him. If any one grows rich, he is 
not jealous of him. If any one be valiant, 
he commends him. If he. believes a Man 
to be chafte, he praifes him. He fhews 
mercy to him that is poor : he is compaf- 
fionate to him that is infirm.: he lings 
praifes to God. He prote&s him that hath 
the fear of God. He helps the man that 
loves God. He admonilhes and converts 
him ,that defpifes the Moft High: and he 
loves, at his Soul, the Man that hath the 
happinefs of a good Spirit. 

§. 5. If therefore you have a good mind. 
My Sons, both wicked men will be at peace 
with you; and prodigals will have a reve¬ 
rence for you, and will be converted to 
What is good ; and covetous men will not 
only leave off that paflion, but will give 
what their covetoufnefs hath gained to tnofe 
that are affli&ed. If you do good, even 
the unclean Spirits will fly from you; and 
the wild beafts themfelves will be afraid of 
you: for where the light of good works is 
in the mind, darknefs flies away thence. 
For if any one deals unjuftly with an ho¬ 
ly Man, he repents of it: for the holy 
Man is merciful to him that reproaches 
him, and is filent: and though any one 
fbould betray a righteous man,- and the 
D d 2 righ- 
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righteous Man who prays for him, is for a 
while humbled, yet does he in a little time 
appear more glorious : as happened in the 
inftance of Jofeph my brother. 

§. 6 . The mind of a good man knot un¬ 
der the power of the fedu&ion of the Spirit 
of Beliar : for the Angel of peace conducts 
his Soul He has not a palfionate regard 
to things corruptible: nor does he colleft 
riches for the love of pleafure : he is not 
delighted [too muck] with pleafure: he does 
not grieve his neighbour : he does not fill 
himlelf with delicacies: he does not wander 
about with lofty eyes: for the Lord is his 
portion. A good mind does not admit of 
the glory and difgrace of men: it hath no 
knowledge of deceit, or lying, of war, or 
reproach: for the Lord dwells therein, and 
illuminates his Soul, and he rejoices to¬ 
wards all Men, and at all times. A good 
mind hath not two tongues, of bleffing and 
of curling; of injury and of honour; of . 
quiet and of difturbance ; of hypocrify and 
of truth; of poverty and of riches: but it 
hath towards all Men a fincere and pure 
dilpolition. It has neither the light, nor 
the hearing double : for whatever it either • 
does, or fays,or fees, it knows that the Lord \ 
looks upon his Soul r and he purifies his 
underftanding, that he may not be condem¬ 
ned by God or Men. Every work of Beliar r 
is alfo double, and hath no limplicity in it. • 

§.7. Where- 
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§. 7* Wherefore, My Sons, flee from 
the wickediiels of Beliar : for it does but 
bring a fword upon thofe that are fubjeft 
thereto. And this fword is the mother of 
feven evils, which the mind firft conceives yw.i. 15. 
by Beliar ■: when it afterwards bears, firft 
envy ; feeondly cleftru&ion ; thirdly afflic¬ 
tion ; fourthly captivity •, fifthly want ; 
fixthly trouble ; feventhly defolation. On 
whicn account alfo, Cain was delivered 0- Gw.iv.iJ# 
Ver to feven punifhments: for at the end of 
every hundred years, the Lord inffli&ed a 
ftroke upon him. He was 200 years old, 
when his fufferings began: and he was made 
defolate [foffered,'] in the 900th year of his 
life, on account of Abel his righteous bro¬ 
ther. In feven hundred years, [or feven pe¬ 
riods] was Cain judged : but Lameeh in fo-. 
venty times feven. For thofe which are like 
to Cain, in fuch fort of envy as produces comp/, of 
hatred of our brethren, fihall for ever be 
condemned to the fame punilhment. 

§. 8. Do you therefore, My Sons, flee 
from wickednefs, envy, and hatred of your 
brethren: and adhere to goodnefs, and love; 

He that hath a pure mind in love, he does 
not look on a Woman for fornication: for 
he has no pollution in his heart: for the 
Spirit of God refts upon him. For as the 
Sun is not polluted, when it fhines upon 
dung or ditches j but rather dries up both, 
and drives away their ill favour: lo does a 
D c 5 pure 
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pure mind, that is confined within the pol¬ 
luted places of the Earth, rather edify 
them; without any defilement by them. 

9. I understand alfo, that there will ' 
be practices that are not good among you, 
from the words of Enoch the Righteous. 
For you will be guilty of fuch fornication, 
as was in Sodom ; and you will be very near 
to deftru&ion ; and you will renew your 
felves by women of luxury; and the King* 
dom of the Lord, fhall not be \_bng] among 
you: for he will himfelf foon take it. 
However, the Temple of God fhall be in 
your portion, and mall be glorious among 
you [ above the ferftj] For he will himfelf 
loon! take it ; and the twelve tribes, Ihall 
be gathered thither 5 and all the Gentiles: 
until the Moft High fend his falvation, by 
the vifitation of the Only begotten, [ Pro¬ 
phet. And he fhalL enter into the firft Tent, 
pie: and there the Lord Ihall fuller injuries; 
and Ihall be lift up upon a Tree; and the 
veil of the Temple fhall be rent; and the 
Spirit of God, fhall remove to the Gentiles, 
as fire poured out upon them. And when 
he is come up, out of the invifible world, 
he fhall afeend from Earth to Heaven. Now 
2 know, how he will be in a* low effete up¬ 
on Earth; and how he will be in a glorious 
eftate in Heaven. 

$. io. Now when Jafeph was in Egypt , 
I was defirous to foe bis image, and tne 
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form of his countenance: and through the 
prayers of my father Jacob I faw him, as I 
was awake,. in the day time ; exactly ac¬ 
cording to his image. Know ye therefore, 

My Sons, that I am ready to die. Do ye 
therefore truth and righteoufnefs, every one 
with his neighbour; with juftice and af- 
fured fidelity: and keep ye the Law of the 
Lord, and his commkndments; for this is 
what I teach you, inftead Qf [leaving yoti] 
all other kinds of inheritance. Do you 
therefore alfo deliver this to your children, 
for an eternal polfeffion. For this did A- 
irabam, and Ifaac, and Jacob: they gave 
you all thefe, inftru&ions for an inheritance, 
and laid, Kfep'ye the conm4ndmenfs of God ; G*».xviii. 
until the time when the Lord jball reveal his * 7,l8 > 
Jalvation-to all the Gentiles. Then fhall ye \ v 
fee Enoch , and Noah, and Sem, and Jbra- 
f#*?, and Ifaac, and Jacob, rifen from the 
5 dead, at his right hand, in exultation. Then 
Jfhall we alfo rife again, ever one upon our 
jfceptery adorning the King of the Hea¬ 
vens, who had appeared upon Earth in the 
form of man's humiliation : and as many' 
as have believed him upon Earth, fhall re¬ 
joice together with him: at which time all Dan xi . 
wen (hall rife again, fom,e to glory, and others a . * 
t.oJhgrace: and t$e Lord will judge Jfrael 
fhjthe fire place, and ph‘Recount of their ^ *• 
injuftice ; ; that fbey did not believe in God 
when he came as their deliverer in the flefh. 

D d 4 And 
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And then he will judge all the Gentiles, as 
many as have not believed in him, when 
he appeared upon Earth: and he will re¬ 
prove Ifrael by his eteQ^among the Gen*. 
tiles; as he reproved Efau among the Mi- 
dianites , who had feduced him to become 
their brother, by fornication and idolatry : 
and they were alienated from God. Do you 
therefore. My Sons, continue in the por¬ 
tion of tliofe that fear the Lord. Now if 
you fhall walk in falsification before the 
face of the Lord, you fhall again dwell 
with affurance in me ; and all Ifrael fhall 
he gathered together to the Lord, 

6 . ii. Moreover, I fhall no longer be 
called a ravening wolf,\ on account of your 
ravages: but the Lord’s labourer, diftribut- 
ing food to thofe that work what is good. 
And 6ne beloved of the Lord fhall beraifed 
up out of thy Seed, in the laft days ; Onjb 
that fhall hear his voice, and do the good 
pleafure of his will, and illuminate all the 
(jlentiles with new Knowledge, the light 
of knowledge in the falvatiori of Ifrael: 
'like a wolf (hatching it from him, and giv¬ 
ing it to the congregation of the Gentiles : 
and until the confummation of the ages, 
he fhall be among the congregations of the . 
Gentiles, and among their rulers, as a mu- 
heal long in. the mouth of all. And he 
fhall have his name written in the Holy 
Books j as alfo his \york, and his do&rine: 
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and he fhall be the ele£t of God for . ever. 

And on his account it was that Jacob my 
father inftru£ted me, faying, He fhall fill 
up the defeats of thy tribe : [*. e. in his ear - xIir * 

ly age he fhall be a devourer of the prey : in Sept, 
bis loft age a divider of the food of the Jem 
among the Gentiles.'] 

§. 12. And aifoon as he had finifhed his 
words, he faid,* I charge you, My Sons, 
carry back my bones out of Egypt, and bu¬ 
ry me in Hebron ; near my Fathers. And 
Benjamin died 125 years old, in a good old 
age: and they put him in a coffin. And 
in the 90th year ^before the coming of the * a f ,er & r - 
children of Jfrael out of Egypt, they and 
their brethren brought back the bones of 
their fathers, privately, in the f[Egyptian] \TeftSj- 
war, unto Canaan ; and they buried them in “® on * 
Hebron, at the feet of their fathers. And they * ' 
returned out of the land of Canaan, and 
dwelt in Egypt, until the day of their Exodus 
out of the land of Egypt. 

The End of the XII Teftaments of the 
Sons of Jacob. 
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PROPOSITION. 

.\ s • 1 ' ’ • 

Thefe Tejlaments of the XII Patriarchs, are 
ready genuine : and are one' of the facred 
Apocryphal or Concealed Books of the Old 
Tejtamenf. ' 


Gen.xv iti. 
ip. 


WH E Internal Charters, and External Tefti- 
' ^ > monies which prove this Propofition, are 
thefe sti^t follow { 


i (it.) The general Befign and Purport of thefe 
Tffbwflents, 1$ i>o. other than y/e might juftly ££- 
|Ifofjn the XII patriarchs, the Heads of the 
X^X,Trfbes oi Jfrael ■: I mean, the leaving their 
folemn, their dying Inftru&ions and Admoni¬ 
tions to their Pofterity, to recornmend to them 
thofe Virtues they had found the Advantage of * 
to caution them againft thofe Vices of which 
they had themfelves found the Bifad vantage, and 
had heartily repented and to declare fuch Events 
to them, as the Spirit of Prophecy had, either by 
the ancienter Records <of Enoch, or by immediate 
Revelation to any of themfelves, foretold con¬ 
cerning them. Thus we read in Mofes, that 
God himfelf teftified-of jtbyabam, that. He knew 
that he would command his Children, and bisHoufe- 
hold after him •, and they fiould keep the way of 
the Lord, to do $ttftice and Judgment that the 
Lord n^ght .bringupon Abraham that which he had 
fpdkep of him. The fame may well be fuppos’d 
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of Ifaac alCb •, though we have no mention o£ it in 
the Pentateuch. And as for Jacob, it is notorious 
that when he was dying, He called unto his Sons, 
and Jaid, Gather your Jelves together , that I may . 
tell you that which fisall befall you in the lajtVaJf. 

Which Solemn dying Bleffings and Predictions of 
his, are ft ill eitant in the Book of Genefls, t thap. 
xlij. After which Mofesad&s, All theje are the 
XIITi ribesof Ifrael; and this is it that their Father 
fpake unto them, and fileffei them : . every one ac¬ 
cording to his Blejfing ' he blejfed them. And he f 
charged them, and faid unfo them, Bury me ,pith ' J ' 1 ’ 
my Fathers, fee. Not unlike to which are the 
Predictions and InftryCtions contained in the Te¬ 
staments before us. Of JofepFs laft Instructions 
to his Brethren, the: Children of Ifrael, we there 
read, that, juft before his Death, He faid unto 
his Brethren , I die: and God will furely vifit you, Ge ”‘ ,,a 4» 
and bring you out . of this Land ; unto the Land 25 ‘ 
which he fware to Abraham, to Ifaac, and to Ja- ‘ 
cob. And Jofephfoflfc an Oath of the Children yf 
Ifrael, faying, God will furely vifit, you •, and ye 
fljall carry up my bones from hence ; which is much 
the feme with what, we find in thp laft SeCtion, pf D ' utx **u 
the Teftament of Jofepb. M.ofes alfo, feme time z * 
before he died, faid to the Ifraelites, Gather un- ■ 
to me all the Elders of your- Tribes, and your Ojfi- 
cers j that I may fpeak thefe Words in their Ears -: 
and call Heaven and Earth to record againft them-: 
becaufe he knew that after his Death they would 
utterly corrupt themf elves, and turn ajide from the 
way which be commanded them, and, Evil would be¬ 
fall them in the latter Days becaufe they would do 
EvU in the fight of the Lord, to provoke hips 
. to anger, with the Jfork of, their Hands. Upon 
which follows Mofes Cygneus Cantus, as Dr. Grabe 
calls it: or dying : Song h and that a lopg one 

* too; 
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too: confiding of remarkable Prophefies, mixed 
with lolemn Admonitions and BlelTings, Deut,‘ 
xxxii, apd xxxiii. The like we read of Jofhva, 
of David , and of Tobias , before their Deaths. 
To fay nothing here of the lad mod remarkable 
and affectionate Difcourfe of our Blefied Saviour, 
a lirtle before his own Death, Job. xiv, xv, xvi, 
xvii- All which are judly infided on by Dr, 
Qrabe , as parallel Examples on this Occafion. 
So that fuch lolemn, fuch dying Admonitions and 
Predictions as are here afcribed to thefe XII 
patriarchs, are, in their own nature, very pro* 
bable, and Very agreeable to the Age and Per- 
fons to which they belong. Nor, indeed, does 
any part of what we certainly know Abraham 
gave in charge to his Children, and probably 
conjedture that Jfaac did the fame, any whore 
appear, but in thefe Tedaments of Levi and 
Benjamin: Levi here gives us an Account of 
what IndruCtions Ifaac his Grandfather gave him j 
as Abraham his Father had given them to IJaac. 
Levi allb, in general, allures us here, that * He 

* declared to his Poderity, whatfoever he had 
‘ heard of his Fathers’, An<F Benjamin fays, 
that * Abraham , and Ifaac, and Jacob gave them 

* IndruCtions for an Inheritance * and laid. Keep 

* ye the Commandments of God * until the time 

* when the Lord lhall reveal his Salvation to 

* all the Gentiles’. Nor are the Particulars of 
thefe Tedaments thus declared, elpecially thofe 
in the Tedament of Levi , at all unworthy either 
of Abraham, Ifaac , or Jacob : nor indeed at all 
inferior, in their Importance, to any parallel • 
Parts of the Canonical Scriptures of the Old 
Tedament. And that thefe Points of fublime 
Knowledge were not unknown to thefe Patriarchs, 
is not only dill fuppofed in the Books of the 

New 
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New Teftament, and the Apoflolical Conftitu- 
tions, hut in the much ancienter Author of the 
Book of Wifdom: as the great Mr. Mede obferves, MeJts 
upon thefe Words, Surely the Lord is in this Place , ^° rki ’ Pre f % 
and I knew it not. * Thefe, fays he, are the Words Q e ’ n 

* oi Jacob t when he awoke out of the Vifion that xxviii. 16. 

* he faw at Bethel : He dream’d he faw a Ladder, 

* reaching from Heaven to Earth, and the Angels 

* of God afcending and defending thereon. Above 

* it flood the Lord himfelf, faying, I am the Lori. 

‘ The God of Abraham thy Father , and the God of 

* Ifaac : the Land whereon thou Heft, to thee will 

* I give it , and to thy Seed. I will multiply thee 

* and in thy Seed (hall all the Families of the Earth 

* be blejfed.—— The Author of the Book of Wif- 

* dom (ch. x. loO calls this, A Vifon of the 
‘ Kingdom of God : meaning (as I fuppofej the 

* Kingdom of the Meffiah, which is here pro- 

* mifed. He Jhewed him (faith he, relating to 

* this Hiftory of Jacob) the Kingdom of God j 

* and gave him Knowledge of holy Things ’. 

(2.) The Contents of thefe Teftaments are fo 
natural, and agreeable to the Circumftances of 
thefe Patriarchs, and the Times when they lived, 
and yet many of them not at all related in the 
Pentateuch , that it feems to me morally impoffi- 
ble, that any Jew or Chriftian fhould, after more 
than 1600 Years, be able to counterfeit them, 
or to have them otherwife than from their own ori¬ 
ginal Knowledge. If ever any Hiflorical Accounts 
of Fads had the intire Tafle and Colour, if I may . 
fo exprefs my felf, of the genuine Times where¬ 
to they belong, thole related in thefe Teftaments 
feem to me to be of that Number. The Parti¬ 
culars that might here be taken notice of are ve¬ 
ry many : I mall only ipftance in fome of the 
principal. Thus the Chronology of thefe Te- 

(laments. 
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Ap. Grate. ftaments, as accurately, and at large ftated by 
Spiciieg /rir. Dodvell, is made up of fo many feverai 
• *• 6 lumbers, that could not be taken oftt of the 

9 Pentateuch, and do yet fo accurately agree with 

& Fa- the Series of the Hifto'ry, and with one another, 
trie. p. as is very forprizing. Our prefent Copies re- 
748—758. qoiring hardly more than one or two eafy Cor¬ 
rections to adjuft them to one another, and fQ 
the whole Series. And when, in one eminent 
Branch, they contradict the prefent Order of our 
Copies in the Pentateuch, they do therein eiaCt- 
Gen.r.% ix, ly agree to the better Order of the Copies of 
xxx. Jofephus: as well as to the reft of the Hiftory 
in our own Copies. I mean, by placing the 
Births of all the XII Patriarchs, after the feven 
Years of Jacob's Servitude under Laban: and 
yet fo that Rachel vtos not married to Jacob till 
after the firft 14 Years of that Servitude, and 
Jofeph not born till the 20th Year of it 5 as 
Jofephus, and thefe Teftaments agree. Not are 
Yid. Vjfer. the perplexed and uncertain Reafonings of our 
modem very beft Chronologera, about the Years 
of the Nativity of the XII Patriarchs, depend- 
Gtn. xxx. ing wholly on this our prefent diflocated Copy, 
26, epc. to be compar’d to the Evidence of thefe Tefta¬ 
ments, as confirmed by the Authority of Jofe< 
pbus’s Copies alfo. Thus thefe Teftaments do 
ever fuppofe and affert fuch Intercourfe with 
Angels, and fuch Directions and Afiiftances from 
them, upon feverai Occafions, as the Pentateuch 
' demonftrates -to have been then frequent a- 
mong the Pofterity of Abraham * [and as Home/’ 
always fuppofes in his Heroes.] without which 
Interpofitions, it was morally impoffible, the' 
Children of Ifrael fhould have been able to have 
fbpported themfelves, in Oppofition to their nu* 

. merous and potent Enemies, the Canaanites, inf 

thofe 
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thofe Days. Thus thefe Teftaments never cite 
any Laws of God, or Predictions of future E- 
vants, but what they had delivered to them from 
Enoch, before the Flood: who “indeed feems'to 
me to have been the fame to the old Patriarchs, 
which Mofes was afterwards to the Jews •, 1 
mean, their great Legiflatdr and Prophet. Thus, 
when we compare tnefe Teftdments with the 

J parallel Accounts in the Pentateuch, we find them, 
or the main, agreeable with our prefent Copies 
and Verfions * in fome things difagreelng with 
them, but agreeing with Jofephus's better Copies 
or Verfions: and, in a few things, agreeing with 
none of them. Which are thefureand never- 
ifailing Characters, of modern Copies, of original 
Records, fuch as are the prefent Copies ot the 
four Gofpels, in the New Teftament •, efpecially, 
when their Authors do not take one from the o- 
her, but write from their oyn original Know- Tejf. Sjm. 
ledge and Enquiries. Thus the Account here S. 8. 
given, of the original. Burial-place of eleven 
of the Patriarchs in Hebron j and that their 5 ' Ia ‘ 
Bones, . 90 Years before the Exodvs out of Egypt, 
were carried thither: contradicts indeed our mo- j 0 f fhh . 
dern Notions i but perfectly agrees with the Ac- ' ” 
counts in Jofephvs of that Matter. The Bones of y 0 f. *xiv. 
Jofeph, as we learn frond JoJhua, were at the Ex- 3*. 
odiis, carried to Sichem, and buried there. At 
which time, as St. Stephen truly informs Us, the ASs.vii. 
Bones of the other eleven Patriarchs, I 5 > 1 * 

Wexetranjlated, ot removed to Sichem : which re- SeeWhlt- 
conciles the Accounts of Jofiphus, of the Rabbins, by 0 „ ^ 
and of Jerom himfelf together. Nor has all the vii. ij,i 6 . 
Sagacity Of thetnodern Criticks, beeli at all able Hierou. 
to clear this Matter, as thefe defpifed Tejlamrits 
of the Patriarchs, intirely do. And it is here ve¬ 
ry remarkable, that at the end of all the other 
Teffaments, excepting that of Jfachar, (which I 

take 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



(4 r«> 

take to be only an Omiflionof the Tranfcribers-,) 
there is added a diredt Account, that the Chil¬ 
dren of each Patriarch, did as they were enjoined 
by the Will of their Father, and buried them, by 
Abraham, Iiaac, and Jacob, in Hebron; excepting 
the Cafe of Jofeph: whole Teftament, agreeing to 
Gen Lia. *^e Book of Genejts, enjoin’d them only to carry 
tJ# * ** hit Bones along with them* but without the Men¬ 
tion where they Ihould be buried * and without 
the Addition of any Account, whether his Children 
did carry thofe Bones with them, or where they 1 
buried them. Which feems to me a diredt Indi¬ 
cation, that when fuch Additions were made to 
thefe Teftaments, the like to which we meet with 
frequently in the Pentateuch it felf, the Children of 
tfraely were not yet gone out of Egypt. And, by 
the way, we may hence corredt our Copies of St. 
Stephens Words, concerning the burial Places of 
^ v ‘i' 15 thefe Patriarchs, which are, at prefent, very imper- 
1 * fedt, diflocated, aftd corrupted * but may be eafi- 
JvJb.xxiv. ly corredted, from the Book of JoJbua, and the 
31. * remaining Text efpecially, as it ftands in the 

MS. Alexandriany and many other Copies 3 com¬ 
pared with the true Fadt in Jofephus, and thefe 
Teftaments: the Text ought then to run near¬ 
ly thus: Jacob died. He and our Fathers * and they 
were Utid in the Sepulcher t which Abraham bought 
for a Sum of Money, of Ephron, the Son of Zo » 
har, that lived at Mamre, and were tranjlatedrto the 
•* Sepulcher which Jacob bought, for a Sum of Mo¬ 
ney, of Emmor, that lived at Sychem. Where 
the Repetition of the Words, bought for a Sum of 
Money, would eafily occalion the prefent Omifli- 
on, of what ought to be interpofed between them. 
Which o/nciolltavfa as they are called, arewell 
known to have been the principal Occaiions of 
the like Omiflions in all the MSS. of any other 
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what foever. But to proceed: Thefe Teftaments 
mention Events, Places, and Perfons, as fa¬ 
miliarly known at the time when they were 
written, which are very probable ; which yet 
the Pentateuch never lays a Word of*, and which 
their Authors cottld have from no other Writers 
in latter Ages. Accordingly, Reuben acknow¬ 
ledges, that God ftruck him with a fore Plague ih 
his Groin, for feyen Months, on account of his ** *• 
Incefl: with Bilhah , his Father’s Concubine 5 and 
that for the fame he did feven Years Penance, 
by abltaining from Wine, ftrong Drink, and 
Flefh: he mentions the exa&Tiwie of that Inceft, 
when he was thirty Years of Age t, and when Ja¬ 
cob was gone away to his Father IJ'aac : the Place §• x * 3 * 
Gader , hard by Ephrata , an Houfe of Bethlehem * 

(the very Place where the MelTiah was to be born:) 
the Occajion, his feeing her drunk and naked.in 
her own Chamber, or Tent: and the Confequence 
that Jacob never touched her any more while he 
lived, all omitted in our Pentateuch. Symeon ac¬ 
knowledges, that he was angry with Judah for Teji.Sym, 
five Months, becaufe he had let Jofeph go away $• 2 * 
alive 5 and that he was himfelf prevented from 
laying violent Hands on him, and was punifh’d for 
his Intention fo to do, by the withering of tBeone ^ ^ 
half of his Right-hand for feven Days * that he Gen! *lii. 
was greatly Penitent for that wicked Intention, 24. 
and bear his Imprifonment in j Egypt patiently on §• 8 * 
that account. His Children alfo inform us, that 
they brought his Bones back in the Egyptian War g”ai°Ta- 
[in the latter Days of Ramejies the Great] pri* tie, and 
vately, and that the Egyptians kept the Bones of Ftf. on tU 
Jofeph in the private Sepulchres belonging to °* T - 
their Kings *, nothing of which could be learned 
from our Pentateuch. Levi informs us, that he 7-y?!i.evi, 
was about twenty Years old when he and Symeon §. 3 . 
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executed Vengeance on Shechem , on -account of his 

* defiling their Sifter Dim -, that he faw in a Vi* 
j t ^ lion, the Mountain of the Shield in Abelmeholah t 

near Gebal , on the Right-hand of Abila $ that an 
Angel gave him [and Simeon] Weapons, and a 
5 ‘ Commiuion for executing Vengeance on Shechem ; 
that yet they finned in doing it without their Fa- 
tf \ tier’s Approbation, who grieved that it was done 
after the Shechemites had admitted of Circumci- 

• fion 5 that thefe Shechemites would have defiled 
Sarah •, that they perfecuted Abraham t and great¬ 
ly tormented Jeblai , who was born in his Houle ; 
which Violence they ufed to all Strangers alfo j 
that by fuch Reprefentations he endeavour’d to 

5.9. pacify their Father * that he and Judah went to¬ 
gether to Ifaac their Grandfather * that Ifaac 
confirmed the Blefiings Levi had himfelf recei¬ 
ved, in two feveral Vifions, relating to his own 
Priefthood j that Jacob had the like Vifion alfo, 
and thereupon rofe up in the Morning, and by 
him offered Tythes of all he had to God ; that 
Ifaac frequently inftrufted him in the Rites of 
the Priefthood, and gave him feveral Exhortati¬ 
ons for the better Difcharge of the Sacerdotal Of¬ 
fice-, that he, by certain Vifions, knew the Cha- 
>. n. rafters and Fortunes of certain of his Sons 
that he married at twenty eight Years of Age 5 
that Kaath was born in his thirty fifth Year, at 
Sun-riling-, that Merari was born in his fortieth 
Year ^ and Jochabed in his fixty fourth Year; that 
, in his ninety fourth Year Amram took his Daugh- 
J.U. ter Jochabed to Wife, who were both born the 
fame Day; that he was himfelf but eight Years 
old when he came into Canaan, and eighteen 
Years old when he flew Shechem , and nineteen 
Years old when he entred on the Priefthood, and 
twenty eight Years old when he married 5 that 
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When he was forty [forty nine] Years old they 
entred into Egypt 5 that he had now a third Ge¬ 
neration $ and that Jofepb died in his hundred and 
eighteenthYear •, none of which things are fet down 
in our Pentateuch. Judah allures us, that he was 
always obedient to his Father,and honoured his Mo¬ 
ther, and Aunt 5 and that Jacob prayed for him, 
that* the Royal Authority might be with him 
that God had given him uncommon Strength of 
Body, and Nimblenefs of Feet, with vaft Cou¬ 
rage of Mind * the Effedts and Circumftances of 
which he largely and particularly defcribes, in 
his Hiftory of thofe Wars the Israelites had with 
the idolatrous Kings of Canaan 5 that Jacob then 
flew Belifath, a great King of Gy gantick Strength, 
and no lefs than twelve Cubits tall *, that he him- 
felf built Tharnm , When he was twenty Years old, 
and that Jacob built Rambael-, that they made a 
truce for eighteen Years with Efau ; and that at 
the end of thofe eighteen Years, in the fortieth 
Year of his Age, Efau came upon them, and fell 
by the Bow of Jacob , was taken up for dead iri 
Mount Seir, and went lip above Etrrainna , and 
died there that himfelf, with his Brethren, took 
the ftrong City of the Edomites, after twenty 
Day§ Siege, by fcaling the Wall 5 that the Inha¬ 
bitants became Tributary, and always paid five 
hundred Cores of Wheat, five hundred Baths of 
Oil, and i5ooMeafures of Wine [annually] till 
the Defcent into Egypt r that the Oceafion of Er 
and Onan’s Wickednefs and Death was the hatred 
his CanaanitiJb'Wiie Bejfue [S/jj/oThad to any Grand- 
Children (he might have by lhamar * who was 
not of the Race of the Canadnites that it viras his 
own DrUnkennefs and Covetoufnefs that betray’d 
him into that his unfortunate Match with Bsjfue • 
the Circumftances and Confequences of which he 
he 2 particularly 
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particularly defcribes and laments •, as he alfo 
does thofe of his Inceft with his Daughter-in- 
law Thamar 5 that he was forty fix Years old 
when they went down into Egypt , and that he li¬ 
ved there feventy three Years, and that he w?« 
one hundred and nineteen Years of Age before he 
died: which things do no where appear in the 
Pentateuch . • Ifachar relates the Biftory of th$ Sy¬ 
rian Maitz, which we falfly (file Mandrakes , ful¬ 
ly. and juftly •, as to the Place of their growth, 
as to their largenefs and fweet finell, and the 
heighth of the Stalk on which they grew; in per¬ 
fect agreement with the beft Accounts we have 
of that Fruit; he alfo relates the particular Cir- 
cumftances of that Matter after a very natural 
Manner, and fo as to give great Light to that 
whole Hiftory. He fays he was then an hundred 
and twenty two Years of Age; and that he, as 
well as Judah , looked on it as a great Performance 
to free the Land from wild Bealls, which is a pe¬ 
culiar Mark of great Antiquity, before the World 
was full of People, as the oldeft Heathen Ac¬ 
counts do agree. Zahulon declares, he was then 
in the hundred and fourteenth Year of his Life; 
and that Jofeph had then been dead two Years. 
He confefles, that he had conceal’d the felling 
Jofeph from his Father, and that fuch his Con¬ 
cealment was on account of his Brethren’s Agree¬ 
ment, that if any one difcovered it, he fhould 
be (lain; tho’ he ftill affirms, that he did greatly 
endeavour to fave his Life, when Symeon and Gad 
came to kill 'him: he gives a very moving Ac¬ 
count of Jofeph’ s Supplication to his Brethren to 
fave his Life, and how deeply it affe£ted himfelf. 
He infifts, that he did not partake of the Price of 
Jofeph, but only Smeon and Gad, and fix others 
of his Brethren * and relates in what manner they 
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Were afterward punifhed for it. He affirms, that 
he did not eat with his Brethren for two Daj's of 
the time that Jofepb was in the Pit ; that Judas i. 4* 
did not eat with them neither; that Jofepb con¬ 
tinued in the Pit three Days and three Nights, 
and was fold falling 5 and tells many other Par¬ 
ticulars of the Sale and Slavery of Jofepb, not 
found in our Pentateuch. Net does he forbear to 
mention his own Companion, not to Men only, 
but to the brute Bealls alfo, as a Motive of* 

God’s Bleffing upon him •, and that when his Bre* $• 5* 
thren were lick, and their Children died on the 
account of their cruelty to Jofepb , he and his 
Children continued found, on account of his com- 
paffion to him. He claims the Title of making the 
firfl Boat, and going a filhing in it,, along the 
Shore five Years ; and deferibes that Invc-ji- $. 6 . 
tion of his, with its Succefs, and the charitable 
ulehe made ofhisFilh, in a very natural and 
affecting Manner; nothing of which occurs in 
our Pentateuch. Dan tells us, that he was then 
in the hundred and twenty fifth Year of his Life * ^ Dani 
he confefles he rejoyced at the Defign of the §. 1, 
Death of Jofepb, and when he was fold * and that 
the D’evil had once put it into his Heart to kill 
him, with his own Sword, but^ that Providence 
prevented it. He gives us the diredt Key of that 
furprizing Claufe, unexpe&ly inferted into* the 
Bleffing of the fame Dan by Jacob, in the Pent a- 
teach, I bape waited for thy Salvation, O Lord! 
when he fays, The Salvation of the Lord fall a - Gen, xlix, 
rife to you out of the Tribe of Judah and Levi j and 18. 
be [the MeffiahJ fall make. War againjl [the old 
Serpent] Beliar, &c. Which Explication I look 
on, as a full Paraphrafe on the Bleffing of Dan in 
the Pentateuch , and as the principal Connexion 
between the Pentateuch and thefe Teftarpents of 
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Ttfi. the Patriarchs. Nephthalm informs us, that he 
Ncph. made his Teftament in the hundred and thirtieth 
* *' Year pf his Life, in the feventh Month, on the 
fourth Day of the Month, when he was in health, 
but had a fure Prefege of his Death to be the next 
Day after Supper •, that his Mother Bilhah was the 
Daughter of Ruth&us , the Brother of Deborah , Re¬ 
becca’s Nurfe, and born the fame Day with Ra¬ 
chel ; that Ruthaus*het Father was of the Stock 
. of Abraham, a Chaldean , and vyas redeemed by 
Laban , when he had been carried Captive, who 
gave him Evan his Maid-Servant to Wife 5 whofe 
Daughter was Zelpha, fo called from the Name of 
the Village out of which he was carried Captive; 
that Bilhah was born of the feme Parents after 
Zelpha ; that he himfelf was fwift-footed, like a 
5. 2. Hind; that he few a Dream or Vi lion in the for- 
§• 5 - .. tieth Year of his Life, forefhewing the State of 

§. 6 . their Family in future Generations -, and another 
feven Months afterwards, of the like Nature; 
that thefe Dreams ftill reckoning Jofeph among 
§, 7. the Children of Jacob , Jacob was greatly inclin¬ 
ed to believe that he was ftill alive; which 
make him burft out into Tears, and ufe thofe ten¬ 
der Expfeffions, Doji thou live my Son Jofeph ?• and 
doji thou not fee thy Bather Jacob ? till the reft weep 
alfo, and Nephtbalim burned inwardly to tell him 
he,was fold, but durft not do it, for fear of his 
Teft. 6ad. Brethren. Gad allures us, that he made his Te- 
§. 1. ftament in the hundred and twenty fifth Year of 
his Life ; that he was a ftout Man in keeping the, 
Flocks*, that Jojeph fed the Flock with his Bre¬ 
thren about thirty Days; but being of a tender 
Conftitution, he returned to his Father to Hebron ; 
that he told Jacob of the Diforder of the Sons of 
Zilpha and Bilhah, in fecrificing and eating con- 
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trary to the Dire&ion of Judas and Reuben, [their 
Governors under Jacob,"] for which they hated 
him: heconfeffes, that he would often have (lain 
* him, out of the bitter hatred he bear to him $ par- §. i; 
ticularly for his Dreams •, that he and Judas (old 
him to the Iftnaelites for thirty Pieces of Gold, 
ten of which they concealed; that God afterward 
brought a Diftemper upon him in his Bowels for §. 5. 
eleven Months, or as long as he had watched for 
the felling of Jofepb and that had it not been for 
the Interceffion of Jacob, it had killed him. Afer Teft.ACer. 
made his Teftament in the hundred and twenty §. 1. 
fixth Year of his Life, while he was in health. §• 2 > 

He mentions the Diftindtion of clean and unclean 
Beafts, as obtaining in his Days; he alfo menti* 
ons the Angels of the Lord, and the Angels of §. 6. 
Satan •, and that Sodom perifhed becaufe they did 
not know fhe Angels of the Lord. Jofepb does §• 7 - 
not mention the Year when he made his Telia- -reft. J»f. 
ment* he gives a large and very particular Ac- §. 1-16. 
count of his being fold to Potiphar , with its Time 
and Circumftances, and of his Temptations from 
the Woman of Memphis, Potiphar’ s Wife, during 
feven Years i and of the Ways of his efcaping § (J< 
them, viz. by Patience, Faffing and Prayer. He reft'. 
tells us, as had Reuben before, that fhe once fent Reub. 
him a Magick- potion, or Meat poifoned by Sor- § 4 - 
eery, which yet he eat of with fafety before her 
afterwards-, that at laft he married his Mafter 
Potiphar s Daughter, and had an loo Talents in § 

Gold given him with her, [= 3 53 50 Pounds.] Ben* 
jamin made his Teftament when he was 125 Years Teff.Ben}. 
old, and tells us, that he fucked the Milk of Bilhah §. r. 
becaufe Rachel his Mother‘died in Child-birth; that 
Rachel having been barren 12 Tears, fince the Birth 
of Jofepb, fhe faffed and prayed 12 Days-, after 
which, file conceived Benjamin, [or Bevjamim] 
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the Son of Days, Which is the Signification of that 
Word 5 and is his Name in the Samaritan Pentateuch 
5 . i. alfo. That when the Ifmaelites took Jofcpb, one of 
them plucked off his Coat, and gave him a pir- 
die, and lalhed him with a Whip •, but that as the 
Ifmaelite went to hide the Coat, a Lion met him and 
5 - V flew him. He gives us an Account of Cain, that he . 
was delivered over to 7 Puniihments, and that at 
the end of every hundred Years the Lord inflicted 
a frefh Stroke upon him * that he was 200 Years 
old when his Sufferings began, and fuffered in the 
900th Year of his Life. He fays, that Godjrepro- 
j. 10. ved Efau among the Midianites, who had feduced 
him to become their Brother by-Fornication and 
j, Ii# Idolatry. His Pofterity alfo inform us, that in 
•• -• _ the 90th Year beTore the coming of the Children 

oiljracl out of Egypt, they and their Brethren 
brought back the Bones of their Fathers, private¬ 
ly, in the Egyptian War, into Canaan , and buried 
them in Hebron, at the Feet of their Fathers. 
None of which Faffs are related in our Pentateuch, 
but feem to be original and authentick Narrati-. 
ons, deriv’d from their own Knowledge. 

(3.) The Predictions relating to the future- 
State of the XII Tribes, to the Coming of the 
Meffias, with his Fore-runner, and to the De- 
ftruCtion of Jerufalem, upon the Crucifixion of 
that Meflias, and to many other eminent Cir- 
cumftances relating to facred Matters, till the 
very Corifummation of all Things, either taken 
but of Enoch, or delivered by themfelves, are 
fo many, and fo plain, that, unlefs they were 
written after the Deftrudion of Jerufalem , they 
inuft Certainly be of Divine Infpiration. This 
Argument from the clearnefs of thefe Prophefies, 
is fb undeniable, that it is ufually made the 
principal, if not the only Objection againfl: 
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thefe Teftaments. But with what poflible Face any 
can deny either the Poflibility or the Reafonable- 
nefs of fuch moft clear Revelations to Mankind, in 
the ancient Ages, about Matters of fuch y aft Con* 
fequence to them, I am wholly to feek. But then, 
as to that remaining pretence, that both thefe Te¬ 
ftaments of the XII Patriarchs, and the Book of 
Enoch , wherein thefe Prophefies have been alt 
along contained, were written after Chriftianity 
came into the World, and after the Deftru&ion 
of Jerufalem , it will be time enough to think of 
a Reply, when there is fomewhat dike Evidence 
produced for fo wild an Hypothefis: unheard 
of, I believe, till very lately -, and now, as I 
take it, intirely built upon the Ignorance or 
Prejudices of the prefent Generation. Nor, in¬ 
deed, {hall I need to make any other Reply, 
than what the foregoing and following Argu¬ 
ments will enable every confidering Reader hinq- 
felf to make thereto. For, 

(4.) Some Things are here deliver’d, and 
fome Events are here foretold, that were not 
known to any in the latter Part of the firft, or 
in the former Part of the fecond Century * when 
it is fuppos’d thefe Teftaments were either coun¬ 
terfeited or interpolated by the Chriftians. And 
indeed, of fuch a nature, as only could be known 
by Divine Revelation. Thus we always find 
here, that, according to the ancient grand Secret 
of Providence, the firft and fecond Coming of 
the Meffias, the former to fuffer, and the latter 
to reign, are defcribed as following one another, 
without the mention' of any diftind and long 
Interval between them: which is fo remarkable, 
and fo conftant in all the Prophefies both or the 
Old and New Teftament $ and which Interval St. -p eU j. 
Peter dire&ly takes notice of, as fought after 
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both by the old Prophets, and by the Angels 
themfelves, without Succefs, all along till his 
Days ; and was not even then revealed- 1 As in¬ 
deed it never appears to have been at all re¬ 
veal’d, ‘till, about 20 Years after his Death, to 
Hennas ; and about 30 Years after it to St. John. 
Which Character I take to be an undeniable one, 
that the Predictions in thefe Teftaments were 
See fag. written before the Shepherd of Hernias * and 
97,98- longer before the Revelation of St. John. Since 
f rtHS ’ after that time we find the Chriftians fully fatis* 
fied of the great length of this Interval, be¬ 
tween the firft and fecond Advents of Chrift, 
of which they had no Appreheniions before. 
Thus we find fuch a wonderful Explication of 
3^-Levi, the invifible World, ds diftinguifhed into feven 
5 - Heavens, and as exemplified in the Model of 
the Temple of Jerufalem, and that both as to 
Number, Order, Magnitude, Proportion, and 
Kinds of Inhabitants, and the feverai Parts of Di¬ 
vine Worfhip, as is highly agreeable to other 
Portions of holy Scripture, though little taken 
notice of afterwards, by either Jews or Chriftians, 
concerning which, fee my Defcription of the Tem¬ 
ples at Jerufalem. [now preparing for the Prefs] 
Thus we find fuch a Prediction here of the Diforder 
Ibid 5. 4. 0 f natural World, and of the Elements, at the 
Crucifixion of the Melfiah, as quite exceeds any 
known Hiftory of the FaCt itfelf, excepting one 
like intimation in the Recognitions of Clement L. 

I. §.41 i which known FaCts would never, in com¬ 
mon Prudence, have been exceeded by a Counter¬ 
feiter of fuch a Prediction. Thus we have here a 
famous Prophecy concerning feven Jubilees , or 
great Periods belonging to the Priefthood-, con¬ 
cerning which Periods we fhould very probably 
have mor^ light, if that ancient Book called th? 

Jubilees , 
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Jubilees, of which I {hall hereafter fpealc, were 
extant. * This Irophecy foretells, that under §• i 7 - 

* the feventh Jubilee, or Period, Ihould be fucha 

‘ Profanation [of the Temple, or Priefthood] as 1 

* was unexprelfible, before the Lord, and before 

* Men; on account of which the Jews fhould be 

* in Captivity, and be fpoiled, and their Land 
‘ and their Subftance brought to nothing, and 
‘ that in, the fifth Week [of Years,] or between 

* 28 and 3 5 Years afterwards, they fhould return 

* to their Land, which was become defolate ■, and 

* fhould renew the Houfe of the Lord*. Now this 
can belong to nothing but to the Prophanation of 
the Temple by Bagofes, under Artaxerxes Mne- 
mon, upon the Murder of the High-Prieft’s Bro¬ 
ther, and that, by the High*Prieft himfelf, in 
the very Holy Place of the Temple of God it 

felf. Which horrid Crime is defcribed hy Jofe- Antiq. XI. 
pirns, and that very nearly in the Terms of this ^ NeJi 
Prophecy: ‘ Jefus, fays JoJephus, was the Brother x -[ zu 
c of John [oiJohanan,oiJonathan,t\itYl\$\-Vi\e&J\ 

* and for him, as for his Friend,had Bagofes promi- 

* fed to- procure the High Priefthood. In confi- 

* dence of which Promife, JeJ'us had a conflict 

* with John in the Temple, [rco va£, in the Holy 

* Place] and fo provoked him, that in his Paflion 

* he flew his Brother, Now it was an horrid 
‘ thing for John, when he was performing the 
‘ Functions of his Priefthood, to perpetrate fo 
‘ impious a Crime, againft his Brother •, and the 

* more horrid, because fuch a cruel and impious 

* Fad had never been dpne either by Greeks 

* or Barbarians before'. And how far JoJephus 
knew of the Confequences of this bloody Scene, 
his following Words declare : * However, the 
‘ Providence of God did not forget this: but the 

* People were on its Account inflav’d, and the 

" ' : Holy 
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* Holy Place of the Temple polluted by the Peri. 

* fans': [in his foregoing Words,' Bagofes polluted 

* the Temple, and impofed this Tribute on the 

* Jews, that before they offered the daily Sacri- 

* fices, they fhould pay publickly 50 Drachmas 

* for every Lamb’/] ‘ Now Bagofes, the Gene- 

* ral of Artaxerxes's Army, being informed that 

* John, the High-Prieft of the Jews , had flain his 

* own Brother Jefus in the Temple, he came fud- 
J'deiAy upon the Jews, and in a Rage began to 

* fay, “ Have you been fo impudent as to com- 
u mit Murder in the Holy Place of your Tem- 
* e pie”? * And when he was endeavouring to 

* enter into the Holy Place of the Temple, they 

* forbad him to go in •, but he faid to them, 

* How can it be that I fhould be lefs pure than 

* he that was flain, [or he that has been guilty 

* of Murder] in the Holy Place of the Temple? 

* And when he had faid thefe Words, he went in* 

* to the Holy Place of the Temple. In Confer 

* quence of which Difpofition, Bagofes plagued 
‘ the Jews for feven Years, for the Murdv of 
‘Jefus’. So far Jofephus. Whence we learn that 
Jofephus himfelf, who had the full ufe of the Je¬ 
rusalem or Hebrew Records of his Nation, did not 
diftindtly know of this Perfan Captivity of that Na¬ 
tion, during 30 Years : Of which, yet this Pre¬ 
diction before us, the Prophet EJdras , the Pfalms 
of Solomon, to be fet down prefently, and Eufebi- 
vs, afford us the moft fatisfadtory Evidence. And 
fince there is not the leaft*Reafon to believe that 
any .more unlearned Counterfeiter of Books, at the 
time fuppofed, could know fuch Circumftances of 
the JewiJI) Hiftory, as Jofephus himfelf, with all the 
Learned fince, could not difeover. I conclude that 
this Prophecy, fo clear and diftinCt in itfelf, aqd 
<0 pearly and diftindtly accomplilhed 111 its Sea- 
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fon, can be no other than a true Prophecy, and 
really derived from Divine Revelation. Thus “Tefi. Nep. 
alfo ill the Teftament of Kepbthalim we meet with 4 - 

a diftind Predidion, that this Tribe Ihould be 
deftroyed and diminished in their Number for 
thei'r Sins, in a Captivity, and Ihould return to 
their own Land, and fhould afterward fall back 
to their Wickednefs, and fhould again be fcat- 
tered over the Face of the whole Earth; which 
firft particular Deftrudion or Captivity, andRe- 
ftoration as peculiar to this Tribe, feems never to 
have been taken Notice of in later Ages; tho* 
it be exadly agreeable to the Fads in the 014 
Teftament Hiftory. See i Kivgs xv. 20. 2 Cbron. 
xvi. 4. as compared with 2 Kivgs xv. 29. and 1 
Cbron. v. 26. The firft Captivity being under 
Benhadad , and the fecond under Tiglath-pul-ajfar t 
about 210 Years after the other. Thus alfo, in 
the Teftament of Jofepb, we have an Account of 
a remarkable Dream or Vifion, concerning Xll Teft. Jof. 
Stags that were feeding together, but were after- §• 19 - 
ward difperfed, IX into one Place, and III into 
another. The Interpretation of which is very ob¬ 
vious ; as fignifying the two diftind Difperfions 
or Captivities of the XII Tribes; IX of them in 
the Ajfyrian , and III in the Babylonian Captivi- ' 
ty. Now we have lately difcovered, that the re¬ 
mains of the half Tribe of Manajfeh , on the Weft 
of Jordan, went not into Captivity with the reft 
of their Brethren on the Baft of Jordan, but with 
their Neighbours, the Benjamites , of the II Tribes, 
and that, by confequence, thefe two Captivities p. 1 5 pmu 
were diftindly of IX 4 and II i Tribes; as Ba- 4-Efil.xiii. 
rucb already produced, and the Arabick Copy of 4 °- 
Efdras alfo alfure us, and might be juftly called 
in round Numbers, either Xand II, as elfewhere, 
or* IX and III, as here. Now fince it appears, 

• that 
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that in, and fince the Days of Jofephus, thefe 
Numbers have been conftantly taken for X and 
II, and that the feparate Captivity of the half 
Tribe of Manajfeh, which fuppofes them IX 
and II \, has not been difcovered till very late¬ 
ly •, ’tis plain, that the Prediction thereto be¬ 
longing could not be counterfeited by any, in, 
or fince the Days of Jofephus but muft be a true 
Prophecy, and deriv’d from nothing but from 
Divine Revelation. And fo far go the Internal 
Characters of thefe Tefiaments of the XII Patriarchs. 
I now proceed to the External Tejlimoniss. 

(5.) We have many plain Allufions to the Con¬ 
tents of thefe Teftaments, both in the Old add 
New Teftament. Thus when Daniel fays. He ate 
no pleajant Breadneither cams FUJI) nor Wine "into 
his Month they are almoft the very Words of the 
Teftament of Reuben. Thus God fpeaks of 
Levi t by his laft Hebrew Prophet in Judea, I 

mean, Malachi , after this Manner:- That 

my Covenant might be with Levi, faith the Lord of 
HoJIs. My Covenant was with him of Life and 
Peace: and I gave them to him, for the Fear where - 
with he feared me, and was afraid before my Name. 
The Law of Truth was in his Month, and Iniquity 
was not found in his Lips: hew alked with me in 
Peace and Equity, and did turn many away from Ini¬ 
quity. For thePrieJPs Lips did keep Knowledge, and 
they did fee the Law at his Mouth: for he was the 
Mejfenger of the Lord of HoJIs. This excellent 
Character of Levi, and his Priefthood, does no 
where appear in our Copies of the Bleffirig of 
Jacob to Levi-, but does fulty appear in the' 
Blefling of Mofes to him, and etery where in the 
Teftament of Levi. Thus when St. Paul fays, that 
Wrath was come upon the Jews to the uttermoji: 
He does no more than apply thofe Words whfc’h 
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Levi here ufes of the Shechemites, to the Jews of T*ft. Levi, 
his own time. Thus we have here, more than *■ 6 - 
once, Days for Tears•, or a Week for feven Tears ; ^ l6 
and feventy Weeks for feventy times feven Tears j SyncJi. 
as in the ftnall Genejis , and in the Arabick Copy p. 8. 
of the Prophet Efdras we have the very Expref* 
fion of a Week of Tears -, Which Language and No- 4 V11 * 

tions are famous both in the Old aknd NewTefta- 
ment *, and particularly as to DanieVs feventy 
Weeks: of which thefe Teftaments therefore are 43—17* 
an admirable Key of Knowledge, and enable us 
authenticklv to decypher thofe feventy Weeks, 
and to explain them of Weeks y>f Tears, which 
Explication appears to have been ftill agreed to, 
of old, by the Jewifh Nation. Thus we find here 
mention made of the XII Trees, that had their 
Leaves continually *, of the Tree of Life 5 of the Tejl. Levi, 
Spirit of Holinefs ; of the binding of Beliar, or s ' 9 ‘ 
the Devil; and of treading upon all wicked Spi- ^ l8 
rits ; of the Sun of Rigbteoufnefs •, of the Names 
Branch, and Fountain, or Sprout, the Lamb of Teft. Jud. 
God, the Saviour, the Saviour of the World ; of J 4 - . 

a Star arifng out of Jacob of the Light of Rigb- 
teoufnefs, with healing on bis Wings all ufed of Dan. 
the Meffiah 5 of a Sin unto Death -, of raifing up $. 6 . 

Seed to a Brother ; of a Prophet, and a righteous Tefi-Zib. 
Man, as diftind -, of fpeaking every one Truth to ?■ 9 - 
bis Neighbour 5 of the new Jeruja\etn j of making $ e £' aD ‘ 
Man according to God's own Iyiage i, of the Crea- $’ f 
tion of every Thing by Weight, and Meafure, and Teji.Neph 
Rule *, of the Sodomites changing the Order of $• a - 
Nature, in like manner as did the iallen Angels 5 5 * 

of the Exercife of Mercy to thofe that are far v ' 7 ‘ 
off, and thofe that are nigh $ o : Repentance accord - -reft. Gad. 
ing to God j of a particular Admonition, deriv- $. j. 
ed from Abraham, and Ifaac, and Jacob, that 
their Pofterity fhould Keep the Commandments of <r e p.Rea\. 

God, $. 10 . 
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God, until the time when the Lord Jhould reveal 
his Salvation to all the Gentiles ; and of the time 
when all Men Jhould rife again, fome to Glory, 
and others to D(/grace. Which Notions and Lan¬ 
guage are not leldom nor obfcurely alluded to, 
both in the Old and New Teftament. And tho’ 
it be ufualiy taken lor granted, that the Author 
of thefe Teftaments wrote after the known Books, 
both of the Old and New Teftament, and fo took 
thefe Notions and Language thence $ yet fince 
all the real Evidence is on the other Side, that 
thefe Teftaments are the eldeft, it is moft rea- 
fonable to fuppofe, that the Writers of the Old 
and New Teftament did, vice versa , allude to ; 
thefe Teftaments of the XII Patriarchs: or at 
leaft made ufe of thofe Notions, and that Lan¬ 
guage, which from them, or from the elder Books 
of the Prophet Enoch, by them cited, were grown 
common and familiar among the Jewifh Nation 
in after Ages. Which, by the way, was the 
very Cafe as to the Notions and Language of the 
Apofiolical Conjlitutions, which were made great 
ufe of by the Chriftians for many Ages after that 
Book it felf, whence they were originally de¬ 
riv’d, had almoft difappeared from among them. 

(6.) We have One plain Reference to this Book 
in the Old Teftaments, that will deferve a di- 
ftinft and an ex^ft Confideration : it is that in 
the Book of Judith * whofe Hiftory appertains 
to the laft Year oi Darius Hyjlajpis, or the 486th 
before the Chriftian JEra : and this I efteem lit¬ 
tle inferior to an exprefs Citation. It belongs to 
the Teftament of Levi, concerning Judith's An- 
ceftor Symeon : of whom fhe fays, That the Lord 
God of her Father Symeon gave to him a Sword , 
to take vengeance of the Strangers, who loofed the 
Girdle of a Maid to deflo her. Of this Divine 

or 
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or Angelical Commiflion or Warrant for the £xe- Gen. 
cution of Vengeance on the Shecbemites , our Penta - *xxiv. 
tench fays nothing. But in the Teftament of 2*<y?.Levi, 
Levi we have a large Account of that Commit- *• 5 > 
lion or Warrant 5 of its Execution * and of the 
Reafons why it was granted. The principal 
Words are thefe : ‘ Then the Angel conduced . 

* me [Levi] down upon the Earth •, and gave me ** 5 ‘ 

* a Weapon, [oy brazen Shield, for my felF] and 

* a Sword, [for Symeon /l and laid, Do thou exe- 
‘ cute Vengeance on Sbecbem for Dina * and I 

* will be with thee * for the Lord hath fent me. 

* -1 flew Sbecbem among the firft, and Symeon 

* [flew - ] Emor y . How very little this is diffe¬ 

rent from a direct Quotation, muft be left to the 
Conflderation of the Reader. And what greatly 
corrobates the Truth of this Divine Commiflion 
or Warrant, for this Execution of Vengeance up¬ 
on thefe Shechemites, here appeal’d to by Judith , 
is this, that had it not been done by fuch Di- 
vineAuthority $ and had not theDivineProvidence* 
in a fignal Manner, fupported what it had en¬ 
join’d, thefe tyro Sons of Jacob, even with the 
Afliftance of all their Servants j or even all the 
XII Sons, with all their Servants, which, in the 
whole, were comparatively few in Number, as G 
Jacob allures us, could never have conquered, xicx j v , 0> 
and deftroyed fo confiderable a City as Sbecbem '' 3 

was. However, fuch a violent Conqueft, and 
bloody Deft rud ion of Sbecbem, had it been ac- 
complilhed in an ordinary way, muft have in¬ 
fallibly ruined t& intire Family of Jacob •, by 
provoking all the Kings of Canaan to unite to¬ 
gether, and root them out of the Land : as Ja¬ 
cob himfelf, before he was informed of this 
Divine Commiflion, did eafily forefee •, and of 

F f , . which 
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Gw.xxiriv which Mofes diftin&ly informs us : And Jacob 
to, 31. jatd to Symeon and Levi, Te have troubled me, to 
make me to fiink among the Inhabitants of the Land 5 
among the Canaanites, and the Perizzites: and J, 
being few in Number , they Jhall gather thetpfelves 
together againfi me, and Jlay me •, and I Jball be 
iefiroyed , / and my Hotife . Whereas there ap¬ 
pears not the leaf!: Motion in the following Hi- 
ftory, towards any fiich Attempts againft Jacob 
or his Family. Nay, indeed, for the farther (up- 
port of this Divine Cbmrtiilfton, or to divert the 
, terrible Confequences Which Jacob foretold, but 
Levi here aflures him. Would not come to pals % 
Mofes exprefly informs us farther, that, at this 
Gen. xxxv. very time, upon Jacob's Removal to Bethel , The 
Terror of God was upSh the Cities that were found 
about them j and they did not purfue after the Sons 
of Jacob. 

It is indeed ftrongly objected, againft this pre¬ 
tence of a Divine Approbation, that Jacob's 
Bleflingj or rather Curfe, denounced againft Sy- 
meon and Levi, upon his Death-bed, implies the 
xiix. y, direct contrary. Symeon and Levi, fays he, 
6 , 7. are Brethren : Infiruments of Cruelty were in their 
Habitations. 0 my Soul , come not thou into their 
Secret: unto their Ajfemblies, mine Honour, be 
not thou united: for in their Anger, they flew a 
Man : and in their Jelf will they digged down a 
Wall. Curfed be their Anger, for it was fierce * 
and their Wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide 
them in Jacob, and Jcatter them in Ifrael. And it 
muft be confefs’d, that if all this belongs to Sy- 
tneoh and Levi, and if it belongs to this their 
Vengeance upon Shechem , and-is rightly rendred 
in our Vernon, this will fufficiently contradict 
what has been here alleg’d from the Teftament 
of Levi : which Denunciation, yet that Tefta- 

ment 
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Went takes notice o£ and fays it was not contra¬ 
ry to its own Account of this Matter. As for the Trf .Levi 
Text itfelf, fo far as I own to belong to this $• $■ 
Hiftory, it runs thus in the Samaritan , our beft 
Copy: Symeon and Levi are Brethrenthey have 
compleated the violence of their Covenants. It is pa- 
raphrafed thus by Onkelos 5 * Symeon and Levi v . j. 

* were Brethren 5 very valiant Men in the Land 

* of their fojouming, a ding valiantly.* Which 
Text and Verfion perfectly agree with thisTefta- 
ment of Levi. *Tis true, wnat now follows in 


our prefent Copies, concerning thefe two Brethren, 
in the two next Verfes, as already fet down, is v - 6 > 1- 
intirely of a different Nature. But then, if we 
obferve, that in all thefe Copies, Jacob, to our 
great Surprize* fays nothing here diftin&ly of ei¬ 
ther Symeon or Levi ) as he does of every other 
Tribe; tho’ Levi were the Father of that Tribe to 
which the Prifcfthood and facred Miniftrations were 
intirely confined j and of which Mofes fays more, 
in his Blefling of thefe Tribes, than of any other, 
and that wholly concerning this its Prieflhood, 
and thofe its facred Miniftrations: If we alfb ob¬ 
ferve, that part of the Bleflings of Mofes under Dent. 
Levi and Zabulon, of the fame Nature, belong moft xxxiii. 
evidently to Levi alone-, and are in the plural 8 14 

Number , as here; tho’ of one Tribe only $ con¬ 
trary to every other Example in that whole 
Chapter$ we mall have fome Reafon to fufped, 
that there have been no ftnall Diflocations made 
in this Cafe, and that, probably, Jacob’s Bleflings 
of Symeon and Levi went on thus originally: They 
[the Levitesl have obferved thy Wordy and kept thy *• 9 , 
Covenant. They fall teach Jacob tlfy Judgments, xo ' l9# 
and Ifrael thy Laws j they fall call the People unto 
thy Mountain -, and there they fall offer Sacrifices of 
Righteoufnefs they fall put bicenfe before thee, 

F f 2 and ' 
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and whole burnt Sacrifice upon thine Altar. But, 
Gen. xlix. O my Soul, come not thou into their [the Symeo- 
6 > 7 - nites] Secrets, &c. Without which Order and 
Explication all is forced,'and unnatural, and un¬ 
intelligible : but with it all is eafy, and plain, 
and in perfeCt Agreement with the Teftament of 
Levi, and with its Citation as true and authen- 
ticlc by Judith. And indeed the lawfulnefs of her 
unparalfeld Action did not alittle depend on the 
Authority of this Commiirion or Warrant, given to 
her Anceftor Symeon\ and her great ana miracu¬ 
lous Succefs does not a little juftify the Truth of 
that ancient Hiftory, and the Juftnefs ofher Ap¬ 
plication of the fame to her prefent Occafion. 
Nor are the Bleflings or rather Curfes of Symeon, 
in Jacob and Mofes, as here applied, other than 
an exaCt Prediction of what happened to that 
Tribe 5 not in the cafe of the Shechemites, but in 
that of the Midianites, long afterwards. The in¬ 
tire Texts feem to me originally to have run thus, 
t) my Soul, fays Jacob, come not thou into the Sy- 
meonites Secrets: Unto their Affembly, mine Ho¬ 
nour, be not thou united: for in their Anger they 
Jlew a Man, [or Men -,3 and in their J elf-will they 
digged down a Wall. Curfed be their Aager, for it 
was fierce •, and their Wrath, for it was cruel. I will 
^ divide them in Jacob, and J cat ter them in Ifrael. 
xxxiii. 6 . Symeon be few in Number, fays Mofes- 

MS'.Aiex. How thefe Denunciations are confonant to theFa&s 
whdreto they belong, in the common Expofition, I 
do not know. Nor are our Commentators able to 
. reconcile them thereto. But if we expound them, 
as I have done, all will be eafy and agreeable. The 
Bleffing of Levi is here obvious, and exactly confo¬ 
nant to the State of that Tribe: nor is it all confo¬ 
nant to that Tribe ofZabulon, under which part of 
it now ftands. The Curfes upox\Symeon,that hisTribe 

fliould 
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Ihould be few in Number, and fhould be fcattered 
among the XI Tribes \ with the meritorious Caufes of 
-thofe Curfes, will thus be readily underftood: I 
mean, if we take the other Parts of the facred 
Hiftory, and our prefentTeftament of Symeon to our 
' Affiftance. The Cafe feems to have been this : 

After the Reubenitvs , under Dathan and Abiram, u um . xv i. 
had joined with the Levites under Corah, in a Se¬ 
dition againft the Priefthood, as confined to the 
Family of Aaron * and after the Seditious had 
been utterly deftroy’d therein-, the Symeonites, 
the Children of the fecond Soil of Jacob, railed a 
Sedition againft the Levites and that for the Sup¬ 
port of their Relblution. in joining with the For- xxr. 
nication and Idolatry of the Moabites and Mi- 
dianites: the Prevention of which Crimes was the 
proper Office of the whole Tribe of Levi. Upon 
this Mofes gave command that the Judges of If- v - 5 - 
rael [of the Tribe of Levi] Jbould flay every one of 
them his Men, that were joined to Baal-Peor. Which 
it appears thofe Judges or Levites durft not, or 
did not then execute: probably becaufe the Re¬ 
bellion was become too general, and the Rebels 
made too ftrong and too warlike an Oppofition. 
Accordingly it appears* that, notwithftanding this^ 
Command, the Rebellion ftillincreafed, and that* 
to lo great an height, that Z imri, the Son ofSalu, v.6. 14. 
a Prince of a chief Ho'ufe among the Symeonites •, 
openly defied publick Juftice, and went and lay 
with his Midianitif) Harlot, Cozbi the Daughter of 
Zur, one that was an Head over that People, and of sj. 6.1 5. 
a chief Houfe in Midian, and' this in an open 
Tent of the CanipofljfraJ. Whereupon a Plague 
arofe, and cut off 24000 of the Rebels and was «. 9. 
not flopped till Phineas, the Prieft, at the Head 
•of the JudgtSj of the Tribe of Levi, ran both the 
principal OnenHets through the Belly , in the very 
Ff 3 a£fc 


Digitized by 3 ooq le 




< 4 ? 8 > 

v. 7, 3 . a& of Fornication, and thereby conquered thisSe* 
dition entirely. Here we find an Head of the Sy 
meonites the principal in this Fornication and Ido* 
latry, and an Head of the Levites the principal 
in punifhing it. So that if we take the Key of 
this Hiftory fram this Teftament of Symcon, which 
foretells lucb a wicked State of that Tribe, * «s 

* was to be occafionM by Fornication, and to / 

* proceed to fuch a War, as fhould bring thefe 

* Judgments upon the Symeomtes t that they fhould 
‘ be fcattered abroad in Ifrael, as Jacob allb fbre- 

* told •, and Ihould become few in Number’, as 
Mofes alfo foretold, and this in Oppofition to the 
Levites: in which War, they fhould, as Jacob 
fays, flay forae eminent Man , or Men, and mould 
dig down fome Wall or Ramjart , made againft them; 
we fhall fully reconcile Jacob and Mofes with this 
Teftament olLevi and fhall eafily underftand the 
feveral Curfes of them both upon this Tribe of Sy- 
meon, without the leaft Appearance of Con traditi¬ 
on. The Pallage in. this Teftament ofSymeon is fo 
remarkable, that I fhall fet it down intirely. 

Tep. Sym. * I few in the Character of the Scripture of Enoch, 
§5. ‘ feys Symcon, that your Sons, as . well as your 

* felves, will be corrupted by Fornication * and 

* will urfe their Sword in jurioufly againft Levi : but 
‘ they will not be able to prevail againft Levi 

‘ for he fhall fight the Battel of the Lord, and 

* fhall overcome all your Encamprhent * and ye 

* fhall become few in Number, and fhall be feat* 

* tered in Levi \ [on Account of your Irijuiy to 
Levi.'} And that this very Tribe of Symeon was 
peculiarly guilty, and peculiarly plagued, and 
their Number peculiarly lefTened, at this vary 
time, is highly probable } becaufe we meet witn 
nothing but this, that could occafiow that prodi¬ 
gious Diminution of their Numbers between the 
Uxodus, and the Lntry into jbe Land of Canaan, 

which 
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which is fo very furprizing. At the firft Nu¬ 
meration the Symeonites amounted to no fewer 
than 59300. At the latter they were no more 
than. 22200. So that they were diminifhed no 
left than 37100. The main Part of which, in 
our Accounts, they might well lofe, among thofe 
14700 that died by the former Plague, on ac¬ 
count of the Sedition of Corah , Dathan , and A- 
biram: among thofe that perifhed in the War it 
felf: and among thofe 24000 that died in the 
latter Plague; both which laft would fall chiefly 
upon this Tribe, that was jHead in the Rebellion. 
Nor can any other Account of this ftrange Dimi-. 
notion, peculiar to the Tribe of Symeon , be given 
in Agreement with the Pentateuch, but this 
before us * which is in perfect accord with the 
Teftament of. Symon. So that in thefe Tefta- 
lnepts of the XII Patriarchs, inftead of Contradic¬ 
tious to, we have rather great Illuftrations of the 
Pentateuch •, with eminent Corrections of Difloca- 
tions, or Miftakes in our prefent Copies: to the 
no fmall Advantage of facred Learning, and the 
no fmall Confirmation of the genuine Truth and 
Authority of the original Accounts of the fame 
Pentateuch. But to return : 

(7.) Tertullian writes thus, concerning Benja- 

* min : Among thofe Figures and Prophetical 

* Bleflings which Jacob directed to Benjamin $ one 
‘ was this 5 Benjamin , fays he, Jl)all be a ravenous 

* Wolf: in the Morning he flail fill devour * and in 

■ the Evening he flail afford Food. For he forefaw 

* that Paul would arife out of the Tribe of Benja- 

■ min $ and would be a ravenous Wolf that fhould 
1 devour in the Morning , i. e. in the beginning of 

* his Life fhould deftroy the Lord’s Sheep, as a 

* Perfecutor of the Churches; and in the Evening 

■ be flquid afford Food, i. e. in his old Age fhould 

F f 4 * bring 
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* bring up Chrifts Sheep, as a Teacher of the 
Scorpiac. * Gentiles’. And elfewhere, ‘ Paul the Apoftle 

15 * 4 was a Petfecutor, who firft lhed the Blood of the 

* Church i but afterward changed his Sword into 

* a Pen, and turned his Weapon of War into a 
4 Plough : a ravening Wolf of Benjamin he was j 

* who afterwards did himfelf afford Food , as Ja- 
4 cob laid’. Who that reads thefe Words can a- 
void thinking, that Tertullian had the Teftament 
of Benjamin in his Mind? where we find this 

Tefi. Benj. Prophecy concerning Paul: 4 Moreover, fays Ben- 
j. ii. 4 jamin , I lhall be no longer called a ravening 

4 Wolf , on account of your Ravages •, but the 
4 Lord’s Labourer, diftributing Food to thofe 
4 that work what is good: ana one beloved of 
4 the Lord lhall be raifed up out of my Seed, 
4 in the laft Days j one that lhalf hear his Voice, 
4 and do the good Pleafure of his Will, and il* 
4 luminate all the Gentiles with new Know- 
4 ledge i the Light of Knowledge in the Salvati- 
4 on of Ifrael: like a Wolf matching it from 

* him, and giving it to the Congregation of the 

* Gentiles’, &c. 

HomilXV. (8.J Origin allures us exprefly, 4 That he 

in Jof. 4 found this kind of Notion in a flnall Book, 
i* which was called. The Tejfament of the XII 
4 Patriarchs: although the Book was not in the 
‘Canon: that by every one that Sins, [every 
4 Sih,] fo many Satans ought to be underftooa’. 
Which is a dired Citation of what we now find 
$. i, 3. in the Teftament of Reuben : although what is 
in our Greek Copies, the feven or eight Spirits of 
Vid.Coteier [or Sat an,~] feems to have been in Origens 

Not- in Copy, the feven or eight Satans themfelves. Which 
Herm. L. looks as if Origen made ufe of an Hebrew Copy 
ii. Aland. G f thefe Teftaments, and not of the Greek Ver- 
3 ‘ fion Which is now extant. 

, (9.) About 
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(9.) About the very fame time with Origett^ 
lived the very learned Author of the Synopfis 
Sacra Scriptura : who among the Apocryphal J'a- 
cred Booh of the Old Teftament, reckons thefe 
Patriarchs , as the Jeconi of them. But of this 
Synopfis more hereafter, •« 

(10.) About A. D. 520, Procopius of Gaza , Crale 

as the Latin Verfion of his Comments has it, spkiieg. 
cites the Teftament of Judah , in thefe Words: Sr-. I. p. 

* When Judah* s Wife was dead, he fought for 335 * 336. 

* Seed. In his Teftament God bears him witnefs, 

* that Judah kept Thamar a great while, during 

* her Virginity j and lamented his Iniquity [with SeeTe/r. 

(11J In the Stichomttria of Nicephorus, Pa- la * e ’’ r * 
triarch. of Conftantinople, about A.D. 800j part 
of which will be produced hereafter, the feconl 
in order among the facred Apocrypha of the Old 
Teftament, in this Book, ftiled the Patriarchs: 
having then in the Greek Jico, in the Latin 
4800 Verfes. 

(12 ) In another Index of the facred Books, 
publifhed by Cotelerius, to be hereafter in part 
produc’d alio, the fame Book, by the fame Name, 
of The Patriarchs , ftands in the fourth Place of 
the like facred Apocrypha of the Old Teftament. 

And fo tar go the External Teftimonies for thefe 
admirable Teftaments of the XII Patriarchs. 

The plain Refill t of all which Evidence is this, 
that before, and in the three firft Centuries of 
the Gofpel, thefe Te(laments were o#ned to be 
genuine * that they were at firft concealed by 
the Jews, and that probably among their feveral 
diftinft Tribes •, that afterward they were put 
together in one Book ; that this Book was feen 
by very* few of the Chriftians, excepting at A- 
lexandria ; in whofe Catalogue of facred Apo¬ 
crypha 
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frypha it was till the Days of Atbanafus. After 
which time the Church did, for many Centuries, 
almoft wholly lofe the Knowledge of it •, till a 
Greek Verfion, faid to be made by St. Chryfojlm 
r , himfelf, out of the Hebrev, was difcovered at 
S^ciUSec. Athens , by Archdeacon Bajhigjtokes, in the 15 th 
1 z’ Century $ and was thence tranflated into Latin 
—*453* by Bifhop Grofthead. This,has lately been pub* 
Fabric, p. ii(hed, in Greek , from two MSS. by Dr. Grabe $ 
49 <*~ 759 . an d republifhed by Fabriciut: from which Greek 
Copies, as compared with Bifhop Grofthead ’s La* 
^ tin, the prefent Englifti Verfion has been made. 

As to the grand Objedion againft this, and a 
vaft Number of other fuch ancient Records, which 
Have been of old produced for the Jewifh and 
Chriftian Religions 5 fuch as the Qrphick and Pj- 
thagorean Veries ; the Sibylline Oracles j (bme 
Remains of the old Egyptian Thoth , or Trifmegu 
ftus 5 the Book of Enoch ; the fourth Book of 
EJiras, &c. I mean, their great Plainnefs and 
Clearnefs; with the explicit and open Attef- 
tations and Predidions they contain, even be- 
yond the Old Teftament it (elf I only fay, 
that I am very glad this Objedion is fo very 
ftrong, and fo very well-founded : and that the 
principal Oppofition the Enemies of Revealed 
Religion can make, is that which intirely over¬ 
comes that Oppofition: and without which 
Plainnefs and Opennefs we fhould never be a* 
ble to filence them. The publick and open fa- 
cred Rites and Dodrines, were, in all ancient 
Ages and Nations, more obfcure and paraboli¬ 
cal : while the clear Explication of their Mean¬ 
ing was ftill referved for the more Private and 
Apocryphal Writings and Traditions, delivered 
down to a few in a fecret Manner, from one 
Generation to another; as is very obvious to 

thofo 
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thofe who ftudy the Records of Antiquity, Nor 
does this double Method of more obfcvre , and of 
more clear Conveyance, fb evident among all 
the ancient Pagans, feem to me to have been 
deriv’d from any other Origin, than that from 
whence the molt noble Notions of thofe Pagans 
were themfelves deriv’d 5 I mean, from the Po- 
fferity of Abraham, Ifaac , and Jacob 5 and from 
the parallel Method which ever obtain’d among 
that People, till the coming of the Meflias. So 
that this pretended Objection againft, when 
throughly lifted, becomes a ftrong Argument for 
both the Jewilh and Chriftian Revelations. 
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FRAGMENTS 

OF 

Apocryphal Books 

OF THE 

Old Tejlament, now loft. 


The Fragments of the Books of Enoch ; and 
the intire Teftaments of theXIt Patriarchs, 
. have been already produc'd, and prov'd to 
be genuine : and Jo I begin here with the 
, Fragments out of the Prayer of Jofeph. 

O R igen fays, That what is laid by Ja¬ 
cob in the Prayer of Jofeph , is this, 
‘ I have read in the Tables of Hea- 
* ven all things that Ihall befell you and 
* your children’. And again, 

If Jacob lays, ‘ He read in the Tables of 
‘ Heaven what was to befall his Sons’; 
and from thence any one Ihall contradifl 
me, and fey, that the Scripture declares the 
contrary to what we faid: for we feid, 
that man cannot comprehend the figns 

of 
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of what is future; and Jacob lays, He read 
them in the Tables of Heaven: we Iball make 
this Apology ; that our wife men made ufe 
of a more excellent Spirit than that of hu¬ 
man nature : as being taught fecret things, 
not by human faculties, but by a Divine 
Power : as Paul faid, I heard Jecret words , aCor.xii. 

which 'tis not lawful for a man to utter .- 4 " 

And befides, Jacob was more than a man 
when he fupplanted his brother. And in> 7*4- 
this very Book, out of which we have ta¬ 
ken this paffage, J have read in the Tables of 
Heaven , he confelfes, He was the chief com¬ 
mander of the Army of the Lord ; and one, 

' that, of old, had obtained the name of 
Jfrael: which name he owns, when he mi- 
niftred in the body, and was admonilhed 

of it by the Archangel Uriel. -Now, if , , 

any one admits of that Apocryphal Book ^ 5,1 
which is extant among the Hebrews , and is 
entituled, The Prayer of Jofeph, he, on the 
other fide, will take from thence this doc¬ 
trine ; which is there plainly delivered ; 
that fuch perlons as have, from the be¬ 
ginning, fomewhat extraordinary above [<?- 
ther] men, being much more execellent tlian 
the other Souls, were ynct Angels ; and 
came down t q human nature. For thus 
fpeaks Jacob : ‘ I who fpeak to you; who 
‘ am Jacob, and Jfrael, am an Angel of God, 

‘ and a principal Spirit: and Abraham, and 
f lfaac , were created before every work*. 

‘ Now 
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* Not, Gr. ‘ Now YJacob am*called by mtnjacob *, but 
‘ my name is Jfrael ; and I am called If- 
‘ rael by God, A Man feeing God. For I 
4 am he that was firft begotten of every 
4 animal, that had life beftowed on it by 
4 God*. To which he adds alfo j * Now 
‘when I came from Mefopotamia, there 
‘ came out Uriel, the Angel of God, and 
‘ faid, * I had come down upon Earth, and 
4 had pitch’d my Tabernacle among men: 

* and I was called by the name of Jacob', 
And he envied me, and fought againft me,and 
wreftled with me; faying, that 4 His name 
4 was more excellent than mine, and than, 
4 that of any Angel that was made fiift of all’. 
And I asked him,What was his name ? and in 
what rank he was among the Sons of God? 
[And He faid :] 4 Art not thou Urrel , die 
4 eighth beneath me? and I Ifrael , the 
4 Archangel, powerful with the Lord, and 

* the chief Commander among the Sons of 
4 God ? Am not I Ifrael , who am the firft 
4 minifter in the prefence of God? And I 

* called upon my God, by his extinguilh- 

: * able name. ’Tis probable that Jacob i aid 

this truly.-We have digrefs’d a great 

deal in treating of this Blatter of Jacob ; 
and producing a Portion of Scripture by no 
means contemptible, as a Teltimony for 
us. So far Origen. 

N. B. For 
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N. fc. This PafTage, that concerns Uriel and 
Jacob, feems to me to have been mifunder- 
flood hitherto. For iince Origen informs us, 
in the Gtation foregoing, that Jacob was ad- 
monilhed here of his former Dignity, in his 
State of Pre-exiftence, by the Angel, and own¬ 
ed it to be fo, upon that Admonition of the An¬ 
gel : Of which Pre-exiftence and Dignity Jacob 
was therefore probably before ignorant: the 
Meaning will be, that the Angel put Questions 
to Jacob, as if he were himfelf the real Ifrad * 
the real Man feeing God: and as if Jacob were 
then no more than Uriel, and the eighth below 
Jfrael •, and on that account He had power qvef 
him 5 till Jacob calling upon God, bv his in¬ 
effable Name, Jehovah, prevailed •, ana the An- 
■gel then yielded ; and blefled Jacob 5 and con-' 
firmed to him his ancient Name of Ifrael. Which 
Interpretation renders the whole eafy and un¬ 
exceptionable. 

Glycas obferves, That the name of Uriel, P- 
as PJellus , that truly wife man fays, is not 
owned in the Books either of the Old or 
New Teftament: but that there is an He¬ 
brew Book, unknown to the generality ; en- 
1 tituled, The Prayer of Jofeph : in which his 
father Jacob is introduc’d difcourfing with 
this Angel and Raphael. But now that 
Book is reje&ed by the Hebrews , and dis¬ 
regarded ; as are the reft of the Apocrypha 
befides. 

N. ft This 
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N. B. This Prayer of Jofeph feems to have 
Been, of old, known to the more inquifitive 
Jews, and to have afforded them a Foundation 
tor their, and the old Gentile Notion concerning 
Wifd. viii. t^ e Pre-exijtence of human Souls, which is in- 
19,20. ’ deed here affirm’d of . a few extraordinary Per- 
John. is. tons, as of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob , though no 
farther. And fince the Main of thefe Fragments 
are about the Angel or Archangel Uriel's wrejftling 
Gfr.xxxii. vitb Jacob, and Jacob's prevailing over him, by 
Prayer to God, fome Account ot which we have 
in the Pentateuch, but want a farther Key % of 
Knowledge to explain it, ’tis pity we have not 
more of it preferv’d * becaufe ’tis probable more 
Light might be thence derived to that Hiffery. 
However, fo far we may Obferve of its Contents, 
that the Meaning of the Name Ifrael is that of 
a Man feeing God; as the Hellenift Jews, and 
the firfi: Chriftians underftood it 5 that, as the 
Prophet Hofea fays, Jacob made Supplication to 
God, for Vidtory in this Combat •, and that this 
Apocryphal Book, which in the Days of Glycas, 
or in the 12th Century, was rejected and dis¬ 
regarded by the Jews, was in the Days of Ori- 
gen efteem’d as a Portion of Scripture by no means 
contemptible . 

■ N. B. Since all the Remains of what is here 
called, the. Prayer of jofeph, belong to Jacoby 
and. not to Jofeph ; fince they diredtly mention 
Jacob's Prayer to God, by his inextivguifiable \in- 
ejf'able'] Name ^ and fince this Account of Jacob's 
ftruggle or conteft with the Angel, and Prayer 
to God, by his ineffable Name, [ Jehovah f\ is fo 
particulary taken notice of by Hofea 5 ana that 
poffibly in Allufion to this very Account be¬ 
fore us i I cannot but a little fuipedt a Miftake 

in 
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in the Title* and that the Book belonged in- 
tirely, to Jacob : and perhaps, among other things, 
contained that very Prayer of Jacob mentioned * 
by Hofea * and was perhaps known to that Pro¬ 
phet alfo- I delire the inquifxtiVe Reader to 
perufe thefe Fragments, and to compare them 
with Hofea, and then judge. Hofea's "Words are f .. 
thefe: Jacob took bis Brother by the Heel in the ^ 

Womb * and by his Strength he had power with ’’ 

God. Tea , he bad power over the Angel, and pre- See 4 Efd. 
vailed. He wept, and made Supplication unto him * vi. 7 — 
[unto me * LXXII.] He fomid him in Bethel, 10 - 
and there he fpake with us : [ him : MS. Alex.^j 
Even Jehovah of HoJIs, Jehovah is his Memorial. Sec Gen. 

* XXXV. 9, 

A Frhgmentof r^ Prophefies of Heldad and lo " 
Modad, Nam. xi, 26 j 27. 

* CT. Hermas informs us, that * It is writ- Berm. ViJ\ 
^ ‘ ten in Heldam and Modal , who pro- IL c - 
‘ phefied to the people in the wildernefs, Iff 1 ' f " 
i that The Lord is near to thofe that turn to 
*■ him 7 . 

1 

Fragments of the Revelation of Moles. 

CTncellas informs us, that the Words, Cir- Fabric, p, 
^ cumcifion is nothing , and Unctr cumcifion is 8 3M39 
nothing bat a new Creature , Gal. vi. 15. are 
cited out of the Revelation of Mofes :■ [They 
were '■ alfo in the Affumption of Mofes : of 
which more prtfently.~\ 

It is written, lays the fame Sj ocellus, in svncdi.p. 
tlie Revelation of Mofes, concerning the * 7 * 

Gg Giants- 
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Giants; that in the 2582 d year of the world. 
[or the $4oth after the flood] they were mov¬ 
ed. with envy, after their death : and made 
the children of Noe to go aftray: and that 
SecEzeh when Noe prayed, that they might depart 
14^20. from them, the Lord commanded the Arch¬ 
angel Michael to caft them into the bottom-. 
Apoc. xx. left pit, until the day of Judgment. But 
J> when the Devil had infilled, that he might 
have a lhare in all of them, in order to 
tempt all men ; there was given to him a 
See Job. i\tenth part of them, according to the com- 
mand of God ; in order to tempt men; 

* that they might make trial of every one’s 
purpofe towards God ; but the nine re¬ 
maining parts were call: into the bottom* 
left pit. 

A Fragment of the Aflumption of Mofes. 

M 39 — A/IICHAEL, the Archangel, when, con- 
Jude v 9 ^ tending with the Devil, hedifpated about 
’ the body of Mofes, durjl not bring againfi him 
a railing accufatton ; but faid, The Lord rebuke 
3 thee , i. e. When Mofes was dead, and his 
body buried, in a place unknown to all men; 
Deut.xxiv as tne Book of Deuteronomy , and Jofephus in- 
fofc h form us : The Archangel Michael was fent 
Anti!?, iv. hy God to bring his body out of its grave 
48to heaven: which the Devil, who claims the 
Heb.ii.14. power of death, oppofcd. At which time this 
contention happened. The Hiftory it felf is 

con- 
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confirm'd by Jofephus: who probably had it 
out of this very Book: as alio by Mofes’ s 
appearance in his body, with Elijah at our Uattb. 
Saviour’s transfiguration , and by the famous xvii. 3 * 
account we have of the opening of Mofes* s 
Sepulchre lately, and the abfence of the bo¬ 
dy therefrom : if that account be genuine, 
and that Mofes be the fame perfon. See Bp, 

Potter’s Notes in Clent. Alex. p. 413, and Fa¬ 
bric. Vol. Alt. p. 125-129. Now follow 

the Citations. 

The firft is in Clemerfs Alexandrinus , but 
fo much in his own interpretation or para- 
phrafe, that what was in the Original can¬ 
not now be diftinguifhed. See Strom. VI. 
p. 679, 680. 

Origen has thefe Words: The Serpent is 0rig# 
delcribed in Genejis as he that had leduced Peri. Ar- 
Eve: concerning which, Michael, the Arch an- ch.ni. 2. 
gel, in the Afcenfion of Mofes ; ( which Book 
is mentioned by the Apofltle Jude, in his 844* 
Epiftle when fie difputed with the Devil a- 
hout the body of Mofes, (ays to the Devil, 
that the Serpent fiifpir’d [by him ] was the \ 
caufe of the tranfgreflion of Adam and 
Eve. 

A certain Bifhop, in the fpurious A£ts of Md. 
the Council of Nice, fays, that In the Book 
of the Affamption of Mofes, Michael, the 
Archangel , contending with the Devil , fays, 

* we were all created by his Holy Spirit^ - - 
And again he faith, 4 From the Face of God 

G g 2 4 did 
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1 did his Spirit go out, and the world*was 

p. 84j. ‘ made’. - And again, Let us produce 

fomewhat out of the Scripture when the Pro¬ 
phet Mofes was about to depart out of this 
life, as it is written in the Book of the Af- 
fumption of Mofes, He called Jefus, the Son 
of Naue, and difcourfing with him, h& faid, 

* God alfo forelaw me before the founcJati- 

* on of the world, that I fhould be a Media- \ 

* tor of the Covenant’. And in the Book 
of the Myfiical Words of Mofes; [ perhaps his 
Revelation;] Mofes himfelf foretold concern¬ 
ing David and Solomon: concerning which 
Solomon he foretold thus, ‘ God will infufe 
4 into him Wifdom, and Juftice, and com- 
4 pleat Knowledge: He lhall build the Houle 
4 of God’, ifc. 

A Fragment out o/Jannes and Jambres. 

p.9 1 5 . f)RIG EN informs us, that what Paul 

a Tim. iii. ^ laid, As Jannes and Mambres withftood 
*• Mofes, is not found in the publick Scrip¬ 
tures ; but is found in a fetret Book f entitu- 
led, jamnes and Mambres . 

Fragments out of the final! Genefis. 

r r HERE is, fays Lambed us } in the Li- 
Fabric'f. brary at Vienna , a Fragment in Greek , 

® 4 9, 850. with this Title ^ An Expofttion of that Great 
''Mofes, who fm God \ concerning the Con- 
- ver- 
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verfation of Adam and Eve, our firft Pa¬ 
rents ; revealed by God, when he received' 
the Tables of the Law from his hand, and 
was inftru&ed by the Archangel Michael ; 
beginning thus: After the departure of Adam 
out of Paradife, &c. [Since this MS. feems to 
contain a part of this Book, of the fmall Gene¬ 
fis ; or of the Revelation of Mofes ; or, at 
leaf , offome other the like ancient record rela¬ 
ting to him, y Tis pity it is not publijhed .'] 

This Word Rajah, fo far as I remember, Fabric. p , 
lays Jerom, I have never found any where 8 yo — * 
elfe in the Holy Scriptures that are among ^ on 
the Hebrews •, only in that Apocryphal Book Epi/i. 
which the Greeks call The fmall Genefis. ’Tis cxxvir. 
there put for a Stadium , wherein racers and umtianf. 
wreftlers are exercifed, and the fwiftnefs of 18. 
their running is tried. 

I find this word Terah allb, lays the lame 
Jerom, written with, the fame Letters as ^ ^ 
here, when it denotes the Father of Abra¬ 
ham ; who in the forecited Apocryphal Book of 
Genefis obtained the name of the Expeller or 
Driver away ; from his Driving away the Ra¬ 
vens, who deftroyed Mens corn, [As did 
Abraham Drive away the. fowls, when they Gen.xv.ii 
came to prey on the car caffes of the Sacrifices ff 
Epipjhanius fays, that Abel died unmarried;' H e 
as it is found in the Jubilees : which Book xxxix. 
is alfo called The fmall * Genefis : wherein we % e % e » 
have the names of the Wives of Cain and of Levi, ’ 
The Sons of Adam were married; § *7, 

Gg | Cam 


Digitized by 


Google 



C 4*4 ) 

Cain to the elder Sifter Saue, as flhe was 
called ; but Seth y his third Son, born after 
Ahel y to his Sifter, called Az,ura. Adam had 
alfo other Sons born to him; as is affirmed 
in the J,mall Genejis: 9 after thofe 3. So 
that he had two daughters, and 12 Sons: of 
whom one was (lain, and 11 were living. 

N. B. Epiphanius is either here miftaken in 
calling the lame Book the fmaU Genejis , which he 
cites firft by the Name of the Jubilees- y or elfe his 
Copy of this Book greatly differed from thofe of 
Syncellus, and of Cedrenus, and from another ano¬ 
nymous Fragment, as we lhall fee prefently • all 
which affirm that Adam had 33 Sons, and 23 
Daughters : unlefs this firft Account belong to 
fome particular time of the life of Adam. Nor 
does there appear any other Evidence, that this 
Jmall Genejis had the Name of Jubilees: nor does 
it appear, by any of the other Fragments, that it 
was at all digefted according to fuch Jubilees. It 
feems more likely, that the Book of Jubilees was a 
diftindt Book by it felf, blit now loll. 

Arwai. I know indeed, lays Zj>naras y that it is 
p. 4. * written in the J'mall Genefis , how on the firft 
day the Heavenly Powers fubfifted, before 
Conjtitut. the other creatures ; as derived from the 
viii. ii. Creator of the Univerfe. [ See the fame again 
Chrcnogr. prefently.'] Now on the fixth day, fays Syn- 
p- 4 . cellus, God made the four-footed beafts, and 
. the creeping things of the earth, and the 
wild beafts, and man: four works. In. all 

the 
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the intire number of his works are 22; equal 
to the number of the 22 Hebrew Letters; 
and to the 22 Hebrew Books •, and to the 22 
Patriarchs, from Adam to Jacob : as it is re¬ 
lated in the f mall Genefis : which fome alfo 
lay is the Revelation of Mofes. It lays the 
heavenly powers were created on the firft 
day. 

N. B. This ancient Number of Hebrew Books of 
Scripture, fuppos’d here extant in the Days of 
Mofes , 22. feems to have been the Occafion of re¬ 
ducing all the Hebrew Canonical Books, from 
Mofes to Malachi , to the very fame Number long 
afterwards: when, in reality, their Number was 
near 40. Nor do I know of any other tolerable 
Reafon for fuch a ftrarjge Fancy of reduction as was 
this before us. I fuppofe the Books of Enoch, might 
be IX *, the Prayer of fojepb 1 5 and the Teftaments 
of the Patriarchs XII* which made XXII Books: 
fuch as of old ufed to be fo called. All which 
do accordingly appear to have been Prior to the 
Law of Mofes. 

* Adam tranfgrefs’d in {he 7th Year* and Synceiu 
they were caft out of Paradife on the 8th, p- 8 - 
45 days after their tranfgrellion, at the ri- 
fine; of the Pleiades . Adam lived in Para¬ 

dife a week of [Tears] 36$ days long. And 
he was caft out with his wife Eve } on ac¬ 
count of their tranfgrellion, on the 9th day 
of the Month' of May. 

The wild beafts, and the four-footed 
beafts, and the creeping things, as fays Jo - , 
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fephas , and the fmall Genejis,' had the fame 
language with our firft parents, before the- 
tranlgreflibn. On which account it was, 
as the latter lays, that the Serpent fpake to 
'Eve with the voice of a Man. 

On the 8th Year it fays, Adam knew Erne 
his Wife. 

On the 70th year was born to them their 
firft-born Son Cain. {See Iren. iii. 57.3 

On the 77th year he fays, Righteous Abel 
was born.. 

On the 8 5th year tyas a daughter born 
to them, and they named her Ajuqm, for 
Afura.'] 

On the 97 th year Cain offered Sacrifice. 

Qn the 99th year Abel offered his Sacri¬ 
fice to God : being 22 years old, at the 
full Moon of the 7 th month among the 
Hebrews ; that is at the feaft of Taberna¬ 
cles. 

On the fame 99th yeafr Cain flew Abel: 
and our firft parents mourned for him 4 
weeks of years ; that is 28 years. {See. 4 Efd. 
vii. (lo.) Dan. ix. 24, 25, 26. 

On the 127th year Adam and Eve left 
off their mourning. 

On the , 1 j <5tli year Cain took liis own 
After Afurah to wife : when She was 50, 
and He 65 years of age. 

On the 270th year of Adam , Seth was 
caught up by Angels, and taught what con¬ 
cerned the tranlgreflion of thole that-wpuld 
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afterwards be called Egregori , and what con¬ 
cerned the Coming of the Saviour. And 
when he had not been feen for 40 days, he 
came and declared to our firft parents what 
he had been inftru&ed in by the Angels. 

He was then 40 years old, Seth was a re- VldFabric 
ligious man, and of great beauty, and all fi. Alt !'* 
his pofterity were religious and beautiful. P 49, $0, 
Thefe did according to the Command of ,1 ‘ 
Adam, and inhabited the upper land of Eden 
over-againft Paradife; living like the Angels ; R ec0 g,\. l9t 
until the year of the world 1000. But the 
Patron of Evil, not bearing the fight of 
this virtuous converfation of theirs, induced 
them to luft after, the beauty of the then 
daughters of men ; concerning whom the 
^Divine Mofes fays, that when the Sons of q c „. w \. 2 . 
God faw the daughters of men that they were 
fair , they took to themfelves wives out of them,, 

In the 420th ye^r Seth took to wife A- 
zura, his own Sifter, when Seth was 191 
• years of age. ■ . . > 

On the 930th year Adam died, having Syneeii. 
left male children 33 ; and daughters 23. 11 •C edrni - 
He was the Governor of mankind all the 
years of his life. On the fame 930th year 
Cain alfo died, by the fall of an houfe: for 
he had himfelf flain Abel with ftones. [ The 
Repentance of Adam to be Jet down frefent - 
ly, lays alfo, that Adam had 33 Sons, and 
23 Daughters. And that He was the Gover¬ 
nor of Mankind all his life,'] 
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Fabric, p. [At this time , lays another namelefs Au- 

17 » l8, thor, Cain perijbed by the fall of his own 

a °" houfe ; as fay fome : hat others fay 9 that La- 

mech flew him .] The Angel that fpake' to 
’ *' Mofes faid to him, ‘ I taught Abraham the 
‘ Hebrew Tongue, as it was from the be- 
‘ ginning of the Creation ; that he might 
‘ (peak it, like his mother tongue 5 . 

Maftipham, , [or Mafliphat, 3 the Ruler of 
p. \oi. jjjg Daemons, as lays the fmall Genefis. came 
’ to God, and faid, 4 If Abraham loves thee. 
Set [I°b. ‘ Let him offer his Son in Sacrifice to thee*. 
h u * [Cedrenus has the fame Citation , p. 24.3 

SynceU.p. When Syncellus had related that Efau, 
10S. when he had attack’d Jacob after an hoiftile 
manner, was overcome by him ; and, up¬ 
on the perfuafion of Judas, was by him 
{lain, and Ihot through with an Arrow; 
He adds, This is related in the fmall Gene - 
fis. [i Which Slaughter of Eiau, by Jacob, and 
that by his Bow alfo , is exprefly confirm'd in 
tbe Teftament of Judas, §. 9.] 

Glycas informs us, that Jofephas , and the 
Book called the fmaH Genefis, lay, that the 
Serpent had feet before [the fall ;] and was 
then condemned to walk on his belly. Gly¬ 
cas goes on afttr wards thus : 
p. 108. How the fmall Genefis fays, that Adam 
took of the tree’, and eat, for want of cir- 
cumfpe&ion; and was not intirely moved 
to it by the words of Eve : for he was ready 
to faint with labour and thirft. But thefe, My 

Dear 
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Dear Friend, had better be permitted to lie 
in filence, as I faid before: unlefs you have 
a mind to lay withal, that Adam took a 
wife that he might not turn afide to the 
other animals ; that the Serpent became a 
creeping thing of a four-footed beaft ; and 
had [once] both hands and feet; and that 
thofe members were taken from him, be- 
caufe he was lb audacious as to enter into 
Paradife, and becaufe he firft took and eat 
of the tree •, that Adam drove away the 
fowls and creeping things, gathered the 
fruit in Paradife, and, together with his 
wife, eat thereof: for thefe things, that I 
may not fay, and many more than thefe, 
thefmall Genefts dilcouries of. And again: 

The Book called the fmall Genefts writes 21 *• 
thus ; though I know not whence, or how: 

After 40 days it lays Adam entred into Pa- 
radife ; but Eve after 80 days : and that 
this was the reafon why males and females 
were offered at the Temple after thofe re- 
Ipeftive numbers of days : as if it were 
with regard to Adam and Eve. [So alfo in 
the Life of Adam, to be produced . pref?ntly[] 

All the works of the creation together, 
fays Cedrems , are 22 ; equal in number to J ' 
the Hebrew Letters; and to the 22Books; and 
to the 22 Patriarchs, from Adam to Jacob: as 
is related in the fmaH Genefis. Which lome 
alfo lay was the Revelation of Mofes. This 
Book fays, that the Heavenly Powers were 

created 
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created on ,the firft day, [as before .] But 
lay fome, why was the feventh day Bleflcd 
by God, and not all the days ? We fey it 
was, becaufe every one of the other days 
had a Bleffing, from that work of creation 
that was done thereon. But fence this day 
was alone likely to be without that honour, 
becaufe no work of Creation was to be 
done thereon, On this account it was blef- 
fed by God, and Sanctified, and named the 
Sabbath : as a day of Reft, and as a Type of 
the feventh Millenary , and of the confuma^ 
tion of dinners: as Jofephus , and the fmall 
Genefis Bear witnefs. And again : 

This Cain , as faith the Jmall Genefis of 
Mofes, died by an houfe falling upon him. * 
For he flew his brother Abel with ftones *, 
and with ftones, in like manner, was he 
himfelf (lain. And again : 

Now the Angel of the Lord, taught A- 
braham the Hebrew Tongue, as the Angel 
himfelf faid to Mofes: which appears to be 
fo in the fmall Genefis, [as before .] Cedrenus 
goes on afterward: 

It is found in the fmall Genefis , that the 
Ifraelites Infants were only thrown into the 
river, for 10 months ; until Mofes was 
drawn out of it by the Queen: and that 
therefore, the 10 Plagues were infR£fced on 
the Egyptians in 10 months ; and they were 
at laft overthown in the Sea, after the fame 
rpanner, as they had fuffocatecl the infants 
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in the River: 1000 ftrong men among the 
Egyptians, being fuffocated for one Ifraelite j 0 fepb. 
Inlant: [ which Infants were therefore 250.] 

But Pharaoh's daughter, adopted Mofes into r5 ' 
the Royal Family: yet did he not remit the 
work which had been impofed on the Israel¬ 
ites. And afterwards; 

Mofes did firft of all write down Laws * 
for the Jews. But when Mofes left convef- F ' 
ing with the Egyptians , He retired to Philo- 
fophize in the wildernefs: being inftru&ed 
by the Archangel Gabriel, concerning the 
Creation of the World, and the firft Man, 
and his pofterity, and the deluge, and the 
confufion of tongues, and the circumftances 
of the firft [greatejl Man [ Mofes ,] and the 
times till him, and concerning the Legifla- 
tion, which was to be given by him, to 
the nation of the Jews; and the pofition 
of the Stars, and the Elements, and Arithme* . 
tick, and Geometry, and all kind of Wifdom : 
as it is in the fmall Genefis. And that in the 
144th year of the Egyptian Bondage, the 
Egyptians began to fuffer the 10 Plagues. 

In the month of June, the waters were 
turned into Blood: in July were the Frogs; 
in Augufi Lice: in September the Flie : in 
October the Murrain of Beafts ,• in Novem¬ 
ber Boils and Blains: in December Hail: in 
January the Locufts: in February three days 
Darknefs : in March the death of theTirft- 
born. On the 14th day of this month, 

they 
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they departed ; having ffoiled, the Egyptians: 
which they did by the command of God. 
[This is all agreeable to the Notions of the 
Jem, See Bp. Patrick on Exod. vii. 15.] 

N. jB. Many more Paflages in Jerom, Syncellus, 
Glycas, Cedrenus, &c. feem to have been taken, 
out of this fmall Genefs. But finee they do not, 
that I know of, elfewhere cite this Book by 
Name, I fet down no more: almoft all which 
are produc’d by Fabrtcius, Cod. Vfeudepig. V. T.p. 
119,120.142. 849—864. & Veil. Alt. p. 120,121. 

N. B. Hence we learn, that the great Wifdom 
of Mofes did not arife from his Egyptian Educati¬ 
on, but from Angelick Inftruttion; though part 
of that his Wifdom was learned by the Egyptians, 
before it was learned by other Nations, and lo 
came to be efteemed the Wifdom of the Egyptians. 
Juft as did the like Wifdom of the Chaldeans arife 
from the Captive Jews in alter Ages, tho’ they 
ever vaunted of it as their own Wifdom * or as 
derived from the Egyptias. Nor does it appear, 
how feveral of the Branches of fuch Egyptian or 
Chaldean Wifdom could polfiHy, in the Simplicity 
and Ignorance of thofe ancient Ages, be origi¬ 
nally deriv’d to Mankind from any other Foun¬ 
tain, than from Divine or Angelick Revelation. 

N. B. Since we have a little above met with 
the earlieft Mention of the feven Days of Crea¬ 
tion, as Typical •, or of the feventh of Reft, the 
Sabbath Day, as dire&ly a Type of the feventb 
Millenary , and of the Confummatien of Sinners : 
which feems to have been delivered in the Pro¬ 
phecy of Haggai , as cited by St. Barnabas ; and 
to be hinted at by the Author to the Hebrews, 
and by St. Peter ; and was certainly believed by 
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St. Barnabas himfelf, by Iren&us , Hippolytus , Ori- 
gew, LaSantm , Hilary , Jcrom , and many others 
of the Primitive Chriftian Writers ; and by /Ha¬ 
waii ifew f/raei among the Jews: it will be here 
worth oiir while to compute the Number of Years 
from the Creation, and to fee where the fix Mil¬ 
lenaries do end, and the feventh Millenary begin. 
I mean this, according to that latefb and moft 
accurate {acred Chronology, which I ftated fe- 
veral Years ago, in my Ejfay towards Rejloring 
the true Text of the Old Tefiament. Now it is 
there determined, from the moft authentick Evi- 
dence now extant^ that the Autumnal Equinox, 
next after the Creation of Adam , was 4483 Years 
before that Autumnal Equinox which immediate¬ 
ly preceeded the Chriftian So that if we 

dedud that Number 448?, from < 5 ooo, the Re¬ 
mainder will give the Year of the Chriftian JE ra 
when that Period was over. Which therefore 
brings us diredly to the Equinox, Sept. 1 3. A. D. 
1517, whifch is, without Difpute, the very Year 
when Luther began the Proteftant Reformation. 
And it was no more than 48 Days after that 
Equinox, or 48 Days after the beginning of the 
feventh Millenary, OBober 31, 1517 : that the 
fame Luther publickly fet up his famous XCV 
Thefes againft Indulgences, which occafion’d 
that Proteftant Reformation. Nor is it unwor¬ 
thy our farther Obfervation, that if we take the 
Samaritan Copy, as cited by Eufebius, and as it 
ftill ftands at this Day* I mean, as giving 249 
Years left than Jerom\ Copy, before the Flood : 
which laft Copy yet I follow in the foregoing 
Computation : thefe 6 qoo Years will not end 
till A. D.1766, two Years after the future De¬ 
dication of the Jewifh Temple at Jerufalem. 
Which may, perhaps, prove the more genuine 
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Calculation. See Mede,pag. 8 96, 897. and Lit. A$- 
compl. of Script. Proph. pag. 86. lol. 104. Ejjay 
on the 0 .T. pag. 21, 22. Nor is this Exadtnefi 
of thefe Coincidences other than the purely na¬ 
tural Refult of the original Evidence it felf: 
fince when I ftated that Chronology, I had not 
the leaft regard to thefe Coincidences ; nor, in¬ 
deed, did I in the leaft know of them, till the? 
Paffoge above fet down from the fmall Genefs , 
came in my way, as I was reviewing thefe Pa¬ 
pers, before they went to the Prefs •, and gave 
me the Occalion of making the foregoing Calcu¬ 
lations. Nor can any fincere Believer in Scrip- 
tars Prophecy , that is, at the fame time, an hear¬ 
ty Well-wilher to the Protefiant Reformation $ 
efpecially if he be alfo truly defirous, that Refor¬ 
mation may be ftill farther reformed into Primitive 
Chrijtianity be Unconcerned at fo unexpected, 
Aa-xv. lb remarkable Coincidences. Known unto God are 
18. all his Works, from the beginning of the World. 

N. B. Although this fmall Genefs be not cited 
in any of the prefent Books before the fourth 
Century •, yet fince it was then, for certain, ex¬ 
tant in the Hebrew Tongue •, fince it is cited as 
an ancient Book by Jerom , Epiphanius, Zonaras , 
Syncellus, Cedrenus, and Glycas, as we have feen j 
fince it contains feveral Things that are in Jofe- 
phus him felf, and in other moft ancient and au- 
thentick Writers, which yet none of them could 
take out of our Pentateuch •, fince Jerom calls it 
an apocryphal Book, without giving us any Rea- 
fon to fuppofe, but that it really belonged as 
fuch to the facred Apocrypha of the Old Tejla- 
meat-, fince nothing mentioned in all its Frag¬ 
ments belongs at all to Chriftianity, dr favours 
any ancient Herefy ; but wholly appertains to 
.the Jews before Chrift•, and fince we otherwife 

know 
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know that Mofes had fuch great Secrets revealed 
to him in Mount Sinai, befides what the Penta- See pag. 
teuch contains, I Could not but think it worth 57 - print, 
while to produce its remaining Fragments in this 
Place* for the Reader’s Information and Satis* 
fadtion. 

N. B. Thefe feem to me the moft authentick 
Apocryphal Remains we have concerning Mofes , 
or the Ages before him ; or that are cited in tout 
Centuries after Chrift. But becaufe Gelajius , in 
the fifth Century, mentions another Apocryphal 
Book, called. The Repentance of Adam j which 
thing it felf, or the Repentance of Adam, is large* Ire ”‘ *“• 
ly infilled on by lt evtus: and becaufe Syncellus t 33 "38. 
in the eighth Century, mentions another Apo¬ 
cryphal Book, called, The Life of Adam, which 
has fome things that are otherwife attefted to, 

I think it not improper to fet down their re¬ 
maining Fragments : without afferting them to 
be genuine: at leaft as they have come down to 
thele latter Ages- Which, indeed, none who 
penjfe them will eafily fufpedt concerning them. 

Nor is the Life of Adam other than a later Com- 
pofition from elder Memoirs ; .as is evident in 
its very Compofition. 

A Fragment out of the Life of Adani. 

Q N the i ft day of the week, which synctii p.. 
^ was the $d day of the Creation of 5 - 
Adam ; and the 8th day of the ill month 
Niff an y and the ill day of the month April y 
on the 6th day of the Egyptian month Phar- 
muthiy Adam Named the; wild Beajh , by a 
certain Divine Impulfe Tivi \etfiefuiTu 
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On the 2d day of the 2d week, He nam¬ 
ed the great Qattel. 

On the 3d day of the 2d week, he nam¬ 
ed the Fowls. 

On the 4th day of the id week, he nam¬ 
ed the creeping Things. 

On the $th day of the 2d week, he nam¬ 
ed the Fijkes. 

On die 6th day of the 2d week, which 
is among the Romans the 6th day of -April, 
and among the Egyptians the nth day of 
Fkarmuthi, God took part Qf the fide [or rib~\ 
of Aim, and formed k into a Woman. 

On the 46th day of the Creation, the 4th 
day of the 7th week, the 14th of Pachon ; 
the 9th of May ? when the San was in 
Taurus, and the Moon diametrically oppo- 
fite in Scorpio, at the rifing of the Pleiades, 
God brought Adam into Paradife, on the 
40th day of the Creation. 

On the <joth day of the Creation of 
the World, and the 40th from the Creation 
of Adam, on the Lord’s-day, the 18th of 
Pachon, the 13 th of May, j days after his 
entrance into Paradife, when the Sun was 
in Taurus, and the Moon in Capricorn, God- 
commanded Adam to abftainfrdm eating of 
the Tree of Knowledge. 

On the 93d day of the Creation, the 2d 
day of the 14th week, at the Summer Sol- 
ftice, when the Su* and Moon were in Can- 
cer, on the 25th day of the month of June, 

the 
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the i ft of Epiphi , Eve, the Meet-Help of 
Adam, was brought by God into Paradife, 
on the 8oth day of her Creation. Whom 
Adam took [to wife,] and named her Eve, 

Which is, being interpreted Life. For which 
caufe it was, that God gave that command by 
Mcfes in Leviticus: I mean, that on account 
of the number of days of their feparation 
out of Paradife, after their Creation, a Wo¬ 
man lhould ftill continue unclean, when fhe 
had borrt a male child, till 40 days ; and till 
80 days when Ihe had born a female : be- 
cattfe Adam was brought into Paradife on 
the 40th day after'his Creation: on which ac- 
cotint the [male] children bor n wete brought 
unto the Temple on the 40th day, accord- . 
ing to the Law : and that Ihe fhould cOn- ™ 
tinue unclean for a female child 80 days : 
both on account of the woman’s entrance *’ ,- 
into Paradife on the 80th day; and on ac¬ 
count of the greater impurity of the female, 
in companion With the male. As again, 
when a woman is In her feparation, fbe „ t I?< 
does not enter into the Temple until feven 
days are over, by the Divine Law. [fVe 
have given this brief account, out of what is 
cited. The Life of Adam, for the Jake of the 
curious: fays Syncellus.j 
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fragments out of The Repentance of Adam. 

Synceii. the 6ooth year, fays Sjncellns , Adam , 

fJw. p ^ upon his Repentance, knew, by Reve- 
i6,n,iS. lation, what concerned the Egregori , and the 
Flood, and what concerned Repentance, 
and the Divine Incarnation, and the Pray¬ 
ers that were fent up to God, from all 
Creatures every hour of the day [and night 3 
by Uriel •, who is the Archangel of Repen¬ 
tance. 

Cedre». Adam , fays Cedrenus , having in his 6ooth 

f ’ 7 - year repented, knew, by Revelation, what 
concerned the Egregori , and the Flood; and 
what concerned Repentance, and the Di¬ 
vine Incarnation, and the Prayers that were 
fent up to God, from all Creatures -every 
hour or the day, by Uriel, who is the Arch¬ 
angel of Repentance. On the ifl: hour of 
the day, the ift Prayer is performed in 
Heaven. On the 2d, is the Prayer of An¬ 
gels. On the 3d the Prayer of Fowls. On 
* the 4th the Prayer of Great Cattel. On the 
5th the Prayer of Wild Bsafts. On the 6th 
the Prefentation [or Affiftance ] of Angels , 
and the Diftin&ion of the whole Creation. On 
the 7th is the Entrance of the Angels to 
God, and their Exit. On the 8th is the 
Praife and Sacrifices of the Angels. On 
the 9th is the Application and worlhip of 
Man. On the 10th are the vifitations of 
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the Waters , and the Prayers of Celeftial and 
Terrejlial Beings. On the 11 th is the Con- 
feffion, and Exultation of All things. On 
the 12th is the Interceflion of Men, for 
Good-will. 

Adam in the 950th year fell afleep; on 
the very fame day on which he fell; and 
he returned to the Earth front whence he was cmmiLij 
taken ; having left 35 male children, arid 
23 daughters. He was the Governer of 
mankind all his life. And his burial was in 
.the land of Jerufalem ; as Jofephus relates. 

[This is wanting in our Copies of Jolephus.] 

——Seth was the Governor of Men after 
A dam , 1 

[I now return to the more Authentick 
Fragments, of the Apocryphal Books of the 
Old TeJlamentJ] 

Fragments out of the Revelation of Elias. 

TlfHAT things the eye hath not feen , and the 1 Cor.u.9. 
** ear hath not heard , and they have not en- 
tred into the heart of Man , which God hath 
prepared for them that love him. Origen ob- 
ferves, that this Text is not extant in any 
Canonical Book; but in the fecrets of Elias. >.815. 
And ferom obfeves, that both the Afcenfion 
of Elias , and the Revelation of Elias , have 
this Teftimony. 

Epiphanius asks, whence had the Apoftte 
thele words, [Eph. v. 4.] Awake thou that 
H h 3 feep~ 
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fieepefi, and arife from the deqd, and Chrifi 
{had give thee light? ’Tis plain, lays he, 
from no other Book than from the Old Tefta- 
ment. Now this Text is extent in Elias. 
[Tiro other Authors fay, it was in tbs Apocry¬ 
pha of Jeremias, as we jball fee prefently.2 

Fragments out of the Apocrypha of E&ias. 

0 R1GEN fays, that the [JewiJb] Tradi¬ 
tions fay, that Efaias the Prophet was 
fawn afunder, and that this is extant in a 
certain Apocryphal Book : which Book has, 
perhaps, been corrupted by the Jews, by in¬ 
ferring into this Scripture certain claufes, 
very difagreeable thereto: that thereby the 
credit of the whole may be taken away. 
——This hiftory is extant, in the Apocry¬ 
phal Book alcrib’d to Efaias .-That which 

is written in the: Epiftle to the Hebrews, 
They were fawn af under, belongs to Efaias : 
as does that, they were flain with the fmord, 
belong to Zjtcharias ; who was fain between 
the Temple and the Altar: as our Saviour 
teaches us, confirming that portion of Scrip¬ 
ture : which though is be not extant in the 
common Books, that are made publick ; yet 
was it probably extant, in the Apocryphal 
Books, i. e. in thofe that are read fecretly. 

Hieracat fays, in Epiphanius, that the 
Book called the Afcenfton of Efaias, ipeaks 
thus: The Angel {hewed me, [Efaias'] con¬ 
cerning 
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cerning all things that were before me : and Epiphtrt* 
he Ihewed me, and laid, Who is this at the 
right hand of God? And I faid. Sir,Thou 
knoweft. He faid, This it the Beloved. And 
[he asked] Who is that Other, that is like 
him, that comes on the left hand ? And I 
laid, Thou knoweft. That is the Holy Spi¬ 
rit, that /peaks in thee, and in the Prophets. 

And, lays he, He is like to the Beloved. 

N. B. ’Tis by no means improbable, that 
Origen took that Notion of his, that the two Ser - Af.RUrtn. 
aphlm in EJaias denoted the Son and Holy Spi- Ep - Lxv * 
rit from this very Paflage belonging to the Af- LXXV - 
eenfion of Efaias. Jerom fays, that the Afcenfon fabric.p. 
of Efaias , as well as the Revelation of EJaias hath 1092, 
that Teftimony cited by St. Paul, 1 Cor. ii. 9. 1093. 
of which already. 

Fragments out of the Apocrypha of Jere- 
mias. 


'JEROM informs us, that he had lately p.uo$. 
J read an Apocryphal Book of Jeremies , 
which an Hebrew , of the Se£t 01 the Na- 
soarens Ihewed him; in which were extant, 
the words cited out of Jeremies by Sr. Mat¬ 
thew, xxvii. 9. about the 30 pieces of Silver , 
verbatim. An ancient MS. as well as Syn- P- 
cellos, inform us; that the Text already fet 
down, out of Eph. v. 14. was taken out of 
. the Apocrypha of Jeremies. The pretended 
Ahdiet of Babylon, cites this faying of Jere- ^ 
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mias } not now extant in his Prophefies: Be* 
hold , Thy Redeemer {ball come 0 Jerufalem • 
and This {hall be his (ign ; He {hall open the 
eyes of the blind ; and {ballgive hearing to the 
deaf ; and by his voice , he ft all raife the dead. 

Fragments of the Prophet Ezekiel. 

/ELEMENT of Alexandria informs us, 
Fabric, p. ^ that God faid by Ezekiel ; If. ye fhall 
n ip. turn to me with your whole hearty and jball fay , 
Clem. P/- Father , 1 will hearken to you , as to an Holy 
dtg. i.xo. p e opf,e. [Which feems xhe very fame cita¬ 
tion, that Clement of Rome has more at 
i em.§ * j ar g e . without naming the Prophet 

whence he had it, in thefe words:] Repent 
ye, 0 houfe of Ifrael, from your iniquity : Say 
to the children of thy people , If your fins reach 
from Earth to Heaven ; and if they be redder 
than Scarlet , and blacker than Sackcloth , and 
ye {ball turn to me with your whole heart , and 
(hall fay , Father , I wilt hearken to you, as to 
an Holy People\ 

N. B. Perhaps that may be alfb taken out 
of the fame Apocrypha of Ezekiel, which o- 
thers quote out of this Prophet, but does not 
t- m 3 , appear in our Copies : ‘ In what Hour foever a 
* Sinner fhall figh [for his Sins] he fhall be 
‘faved’. 

ciem..Aiex. Clement of Alexandria , and Tertullian in- 
75$. L f° rrn us, that \ye read [in Ezekiel, fays' 
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Tertullian; in the Scripture, fays Clement,] 
of an heifer that brought forth, and did 
not bring forth : or, as Epiphanus gives us, 
either the words, or their Paraphafe: ‘ An p^n.h*ref. 
4 Heifer fhall bring forth; and they will fay, 

4 ffie hath not brought forth \ John Cli- ms, 
mucus , and Athanafius jun. give us this Pro- lll9 ‘ 
phetick Text of Scripture ; and the former 
gives it, as belonging to Ezekiel alfo. ‘ In 
‘ what ftate I find thee, in that fhall I judge 
4 thee, faith God’. 

Ezekiel alfo, and the following Prophets,lay Conpituu 
the Apoftolical Conftitutions, affirm every v. »o. 
where, that 4 He is the Chrift, the Lord, 

4 the King, the Judge, the Law-giver, the 
4 Angel of the Fatherthe only begotten 
4 God’. 

A Fragment taken out of the Prophecy of 
Habbakuk. 


rooenu in 


E ROM informs us, that the Hiftory of p,_ 
/ Bel and the Dragon , was [ not in Daniel , 
but ] in the prophecy of Habbakuk ; and be- 
gan thus, in the Septuagint Verfion ; 4 There 
4 wds a certain Man, a Prieft, by name 
4 Daniel , the Son of Abda, a companion of 
4 the King of Babylon* , And that Eu- 
febius and Apollinarius both agreed, 4 that 
4 the Fables of Sufanna , of Bell and the 
* Dragon , were no parts of the Hebrew Scrip- 
1 tures: but belonged to this Prophecy of 

‘ W- 



Digitized by LjOOQle 



Ifieron. 
Trtf. in 

Dan* and 
in Cap. 
IV. 8. 

Vid. Ep, 
African.De 
Sufanna . 


See EJf. on 
the 0. T. 

P' * 57 , 
*5$, 25p. 


( 474 ) 

* Habbakuk, the Son of Jefa, of the Tribe 
4 of Lev iV 

AT". 5. This Fragment, with the intire Ac¬ 
count of it in Jsrom, defervts great Confidera- 
tion : and the more fo, that it implies our pre¬ 
fent Copies of Sufanna, as well as of Bel and the 
Dragon , not to belong to the Septuagint Verlion ; 
no more than does our prefent Greek Daniel 
which all know belongs to Tbeodotion : and be¬ 
cause the Synopjis Sacra Scriptura gives us a Ca¬ 
nonical Sufanna, as really a part of Daniel 5 and 
an Apocryphal one, as diftindt from it \ as we 
{hall fee anon. I confeft, I fufpedt Ibme Jewiih 
Xmpolition upon us here: and that the more, 
beeaufe the real Septuagint David differ’d not a 
little from its prefent Chaldee and Greek Copies j 
as Origen and Jerom informs us: and beeaufe 
we have certain Allufions in our prefent Sufanna 
to Greek Names, implying, that this Book muft 
have been written in Greek originally: while 
the true Sufanna, tranflated by the Septuagint, 
out of the Hebrew , could hardly have any fuch 
Allufions. Nor do we meet with thole Allufi¬ 
ons till Tbeodotion' s Verlion was received by the 
Chnrch, and the old Septuagint laid afide, or in¬ 
terpolated from it. I fay, I cannot but JufpeB 
fome Impofition here from the Jews, on thefe ac¬ 
counts •, though, for want of the old Septuagint 
of Daniel, of Sufanna, and of Bel and the Dra¬ 
gon, with other fuch ancient Records, I cannot 
at prefent arrive at lull Satisfaction in thefe Mat¬ 
ters. 


A Frag- 
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A Fragment of the Prophet Sophonias. 

/ELEMENT of Alexandria informs us, swv. 
^ that Sofhoniaf the Prophet has thefe h 585- 
words : ‘And the Spirit took me, and led 

* me into the fifth Heaven; and I contem- 1141 ’ 

‘ pfeted thofe Angels [in the fixtb^ whiqfi 

‘ were called Dominions: and their Diadem 
‘ was laid down in the Holy Spirit: and 
‘ each of their Thrones, was feven times 

* brighter than the Light of the Sun, at its 
‘ rifing. They inhabited in Temples of 

* Salvation ; and fang Hymns to God; who 

* is the Ineffable, ana the Moft High*. 

N. B. We no where meet with any Apocry¬ 
phal Fragment concerning Melchifedek : while 
yet ’tis very probable that the Author to the 
Hebrews, chap. vii. alludes tq fame fuch Circum* 
fiances of his Hiftory as are pot in oar Rvtateuoh, 
but were probably contain’d in fbnae other Tra¬ 
ditionary Writing, or Apocryphal Book, then 
known by the curious Jews, at leafi by the Et 
hmiites, who were converted Jews. 

N. B. I defire it may be here carefully Ob- 
ferv’d, that the ancient Jews do all along ap¬ 
pear to have had the very lame Notions, and 
Doctrines, and Expedations among them, which 
are much more plainly found in the Apocryphal 
Books and Fragments, than in our prefent Copies 
of theirCanonicalOnes: [in the very femeMannejc 
as did the Primitive Chriftians, with regard to 
the Contents of their Apocryphal Books and 

Fragments, 
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Fragments, as compared with their Canonical 
Ones alfoQ Whence it appears evident, that 
either thofe Apocryphal Books and Fragments 
were once reckoned, in our Senfe, Canonical ; or 
that the Parts now almoft peculiar to them \fcrere 
drop’d out of the Canonical Books, and preferv’d 
in the Apocryphal •, or, at leaft, that thofe Parts 
had, by fome other Traditionary Method, now 
unknown to us, been authentickly tranfmitted 
down to the'later Ages of the Jewifh Nation, and 
were at laft authentickly written down in fuch 
Apocrypha afterwards- So that on all Accounts 
the Contents of fuch Apocrypha are to be efteem- 
ed the genuine Senfe and Teftimony of the 
Jewifh Church, long before the Days of Jefus of 
Nazareth * and to be incomparably oi greater 
Authority than all the later more prejudicate 
Teftimonies of the modern Rabbins, fince that 


time. 

N. B. Since moil of thefe latter Fragments 
are taken out of Sacred and Prophetick , but Apo¬ 
cryphal Books of Scripture, that belonged to 
Perfons named Elias, Ezekiel, Daniel, and Hab- 
lakuk \ who yet, with Baruch and Z acharias, ap¬ 
pear to be different Perfons from thofe known 
Jewifh Prophets of the Old Teftament of the 
fame Names : as the Authors of the Synopjis, and 
of the Stichometria , to be hereafter produc’d, 
do inform us; we ought well to confider this 5 
and never to confound the one with the other: 
as has generally been done hitherto. Though, I 
confefs, certain of thefe Fragments feem to me 
rather to belong to the known Prophets of the 
Old Teftament themfelves: efpecially what is here 
afcrib’d to Ezekiel. And, perhaps, certain other 
Fragments might formerly belong to the old Pro¬ 
phets, and being drop’d by the Jews, out of the 
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Hebrew Copies read in their Synagogues, were 

J )referv’d in certain Apocryphal Books, under the 
ame Names, from the Greek Verfion: which 
feems to be the Cafe in that Citation about the 
30 Pieces of Silver , made here out of Jeremias * 
in whofe Canonical Book it was contained in 
the firft Century * as has been elfewhere Ob* 
lerved. 

N. B. Since Origen has given us the beft Ac¬ 
count of thofe Apocryphal Books of the Old Te- 
ltament, which the Tews had in his Days \ with 
fome Conjectures 01 his own, of no fmall Cgn- 
- fequence, relating to them ; it will not be un¬ 
acceptable to the Reader if I produce thofe Ac¬ 
counts and Conjectures, in his own Words : and 
leave the Refult of them to his ferious Confider- 
ation. 

: We ought to fee,lays Origen , whether it be 
not proper to explain what Chrift fays, {con¬ 
cerning the (laughter of Zjcharias, the Son 
of Barachias , between the Temple and the 
Altar, Matt, xxiii. 34, 3$.] out of thofe 
more fecretBooks, which are extant among 
the Jews. Nay, not only what He fays, 
but alfo what his Difciples fay, and Stephen , 
the Martyr, and Paul the Apoftle, {AS. vii. 
<1, 52. i Thejf, ii. i<j. Hsb. xi. 37.] It is 
laid then in the Scriptures, that are not made 
publick, that Efaias was fawn afunder ; and 
Zjwharias was Jlain ; as well as Ezekiel, {who 
was Jlain by the Captain of the people in capti¬ 
vity , as Epighanus informs us, from his Jew- 
ifb Traditions.'] I fuppofe it alfo as to Eli- 
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as ; who went about in Sheep-skins, and Goat¬ 
skins ; who wandred about in deferts , and in 
mountains. But fuppofe any one fhould re- 
je& the Bpiftle to tne Hebrews, as not Paul* s : 
as alio fhould caft away the fecret Book of 
Ejaias: yet what will he do with the words 
of Stephen ; or of Paul to the Theffdlorti- 
dns\ which fpelk of the Jtaughter of the 
Prophets ; or even of the Lord hifnfelf ? 
[Matt, xxiii. 34, 2<;.] Or how will fie re- 
jeQt that about jannes and jamires ? fa Tim. 
iii. 8.] For we know nothing about the 
Hifiory of Jannes and Mambres, who with- 
flood Mofes, from the Canonical Books. And 
if they regard that which is faid [1 Car. ii. 
9.3 what eye hath not Jeen , nor ear beard ; can \ 
any one reject afl thefb ? We havefeid all 
this, in examining this arguiftent. Not be¬ 
ing ignorant that many fleeter Books, hate 
been made, by' certain impious perfofisy and 
fuch as fpeafe wiekednefs in nigh places; 
and make ufe of certain forged Books : as 
do the Hypythians: and other fuch Books. 
aS do the Bafilidians. We' ought therefore to 
confider carefully, fo afr neither to receive 
all the feeret Books , which appear under the 
names of Holy Men; on account of the 
Jews ; who perhaps have forged fome Books, 
in order to overthrow the truth Of our Scrips 
tores; and to eftablifh falfe doftrines: nor 
to caff away all thofe, that ferve to demon* 
ftrate the truth of our Scriptures. It is the 
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part of a truly great Man, to hearken to, 
and obferve tnat laying, Prove oil things: 

Hold fajl that which is good. 

We do not find, fays the lame Grigen , a 
little after, that Jeremias any where pro- 
phelied thus, {about the 50 pieces of Sil- xxvi.p.xo. 
ver,] either among thole (Copies of his Fabric, p. 
writings which are read in the Churches ; 8l5 ‘ 

[the Greek Verfion :] or thofe which are ex* 
tant among the Jews. And if any one cart 
tell where it is fo written, let him do it. 

I fufpe£t that ’tis either an error in the Co¬ 
py, and that Jeremias is put for Zjicharias: 
or that there is fbme fecret Scripture belong¬ 
ing to Jeremias, wherein k is written. Such 
is that text in the Prophet Zjcharioi [xi 

-But if any one think it an offence 

to lay, that this is the place cited, let hint 
confidcr, whether it be not contained fome- 
where in die fecret Books: as he lays fome- x Cor . ii. 9 . 
where. Which eye hath not feen 9 nor ear heard. 

For this is not found to be extant in any ca¬ 
nonical Book, but only in the fecret Books of z T 
the Elias Prophet. So it is aHo in that text, fy. g? 
As James andMamhres with pood Mofes , which 
is not found in the publick Scriptures; but is 
found in a fecret Book , whofb Title is, Jan- 
nes and Mambres . Whence fome have tried 
tp rejett that Epiftle, but could not. Yet 
did I never hear, * that anv one rejected the 
firfi: Epiftle to»the Corinthians, as IpUrious, 
on this account. , . • 
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It is probable, fays the fame Origen , to 
African #, that you may ask, How it comes 
about that the Jews nave not this Hiftory 
[of Sufannd\ in Daniel: if, as you fay, they 
have fuch Traditions concerning Sufanna ? 
The Reply therefore is this : that the Jews 
have taken away from the knowledge of 
the people, fo far as they have been able, 
whatever contained any accufation of their 
Eiders, and Rulers, and Judges : Some parts 
of which are yet preferv'd among their conceal¬ 
ed Books. [See more of this famous Difcourfe 
of Origen, in Eflay on the Old Teftament, 
?• *33-1? 9*1 

It is too operofe for us, fays Origen elfe- 
where, and too remote from our prefent 
defign, to enquire, ,How many Books are 
mentioned in the Divine Scriptures, whole 
Copies have not been at all delivered down 
to us ? Nay, indeed, whofe Copies are not 
made ufe of by the Jews themfelves. Which 
it was the •pleafure of the Holy Spirit to de¬ 
prive us of; either becaufe tney contained 
iome things above human underftanding; 
or becaufe they belonged to fuch Scriptures, 
as are called Apocryphal ; on account of their 
having admitted,by tradition, from the Jews 
forefathers, many corrupt notions, and fuch 
as were contrary to the true faith: it was 
not therefore thought advifeable, to permit 
them to have a place [among the Canonical 
Books:] nor to allow of their Authority. 
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To pronounce any certain Opinion of fuch 
Books, is above our capacity. Thus far 
however is plain; that there are many 
examples produced, either by the Apoftles, 
or by the Evangelilts, and inlerted into the 
New Teftament, which we do not read 
in thofe Scriptures, which we efteem Cano¬ 
nical ; but are found in the Apocryphal t and 
may evidently by fbervn to have been taken out 
of them. But ftill, . we are not to allow 
thefe Apocryphal Books a place, [in the Ca¬ 
non .] For we mu ft not tranfgrefs the limits which 
our forefathers have determined. For it may 
be fuppofed, that the Apoftles or Evange- 
lifts, who were full of the Holy Spirit, 
might know what was fit to. be taken out 
of thofe Scriptures, and what was to be re¬ 
jected: altho’ it would be a dangerous pre- 
fumption in us, who have not that abun¬ 
dance of the Spirit, to do the like. 

N. B. I fhall not here enter into particular 
Proofs of the Antiquity and Genuinenefs of the 
Apocryphal Books, out of which any of thefe 
Fragments are taken. They who are fatisfied 
with the Evidence already produc’d, for the 
Antiquity and Genuinenefs of the Apocryphal 
Book or Books of Enoch, and of the Apocryphal 
Teftaments of the XII Patriarchs, will have lit¬ 
tle reafon to deny fuch as thefe before us. Nor 
does it appear,' that either the Author of the Sy~ 
vopfs” or Origen, or Jerom , who of all the ancient 
Chriftians knew thefe Books the heft, ever dif- 
puted their belonging to the Times of the Old 
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Teftament, before Chriftianity came into the 
World : only it was fometimes fufpe&ed, that 
the Jews had, after the Death of Chrift, inter¬ 
polated fome of them, and inferted fiich Claufei 
into them, as they had left out of their Canonical 
Books, or, however, fuch Claufes as fuited their 
Defigns of difgracipg and difparaging thele A- 
pocryphal Books among the Chriftians: which 
Sufpicions feems to me not deflitute of all Foun¬ 
dation i though not diredly fupported by any 
pofitive Evidence. However, as to my lelf, I 
nrnft declare it to be the real Refiilt or nJy Ex¬ 
amination, that thefe Books and Fragments in 
general are earlier than the Days of our Saviour. 
I muft alio declare it to be the Refiilt of the 
fame Examination, that I have not been able to 
difcover one lingle wilful Forgery, or wilful In¬ 
terpolation of any ancient Book or Record what¬ 
soever, as made by any Jew, till after that Na¬ 
tion had crucified JeJvs of Nazareth : how full 
foever the Modems are, upon all Occaftons, of 
vain Suppofals, and idle Imaginations about a vaft 
Number of fuch Forgeries and Interpolations. 

The END of the First Part. 
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<•Addenda & Corrigenda. 

P AG. Ji. lin. ult. after the Word Baruch, add. Your 
Shepherd is nigh at bandy that Jhali come , in the end of 
the World, 4 Efd. ii. 34. The World hafietb fafi to pafs 
away, iv. 16. Mi Judgment is now at handy viii. dl. s 
Pag. 88. after lin. 24. add, N. B. Since St. John fays, 
that on the Afcent of the two Witnejfes into Heaven, at the 
Conclufion of the 1260 Years, for the over-bearing Do¬ 
minion and Tyranny jof the ten Kingdoms of the Roman 
Empire, tS <Tt ka]o 9 tk 'troktat irt<rt f the tenth Bart of the 
City fell, it will deferve to to confidered, whether that be 
not meant of the tenth or laft of thofe Kingdoms being 
either conquered , or falling off intirely from Popery, Ido¬ 
latry, Tyranny, and Perfecution ? I mean, the tenth ox 
' laft, both in the order of their Rife , and of their Fall • 
And if fo, whether this tenth be not the fame /mail 
Kingdom , and full of Trouble , whichy in the Words of the 
Prophet Efdrasy the Higheft will keep unto the end of the 
Roman Monarchy ? I cohrefs, upon the comparifon of the 
Prophet Efdras with St. John , this feems to me not a lit¬ 
tle probable. And if this prove the true Expofition, it 
will deferve to be farther confidered, whether the King¬ 
dom of the Saxons in Britain , which feems to have arifen 
the tenth in order at firft, and is now reviv’d in the Per- 
fon of King Georgey the Saxon, and which has never yet 
been wholly conquered, nbr, I fear, has yet wholly re- 
je&ed all Remains of Popery, Idolatry, Tyranny, and 
Perfecution, will not therefore ftill be prefervo from 
fuch Conqueft, and ftill retain fuch Remains of Popery till 
the end of that Monarchy ? or till A» D. 173d? Of which 
ten it is farther remarkable, that theKingdom of th eFranks 
is the only one befidej that has neither been conquered, 
nor caft off Popery to this very Day. Which yet, in this 
Expofition, they are to do before the Kingdom of the&*x* 
ons can be fuppofed finally to do fo : otherwife that could 
not fall the tenth or laft of ail thofe Kingdoms. See EJf 
on the Rev . p. 228—233. with Lit . AccompL of Script . 
tropbefiesy p. 99, 100. [In which laft Paper, pag. 
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lin. 29. for long before the Lays of Antiochus, read, feveral 
Tears before the Death of Antiochus : and pag. 102. lin. 24. 
after the Word Day, add, However, By the Ttme y 
and a Party now in our Chaldee Verfion of this Chapter 
See pag. of Daniel; (the original Hebrew being loft;) I think 
107. priks. may beft be underftood a ‘Timey TinieSy and an half or 
1260 Years. Not only becaufe Tbeodotions Greek Verfion, 
which is accommodated to our Chaldee Copy, fo renders 
the prefent Text ; but chiefly becaufe the old Septuagint 
Dialog. Verfion it felf, made from the original HebreWy and here 
withTryph preferv'd by juftin Martyr , hath it foalfo. Whence the 
p.149. utter Downfall of the little Hom y or of the Pope and his 
Hierarchy feems to be fixed to 1160 Years* from A . D. 
6o6y or to A. L. 1866 .] 

Pag. 94. lin. 2. add, N. B. It will deferve to be con- 
fidered, whether thofe different Degrees of Divine Afli- 
ftance, afforded to Mojesy to the ProphetSy and to the 
Writers of the Hagiographay do not infer a different De¬ 
gree of certainty in the two former, from the laft : I 
mean, as to the fmailer Circumftances contained in 
them. I fully agree, that the Gradus Mofaicusy and Gra- 
dus Propheticusy imply an intire certainty in every thing de¬ 
livered by the Holy Spirit of God. But whether the 
Gradys Hagiographujy wherein human Faculties, which 
are not infallible, muft be allowed fome more Scope 
than in the other, does require or admit of the fame De¬ 
gree of certainty, as to a 11 the Iefler Circumftances of 
Fa&s, is to me not fo clear. Moft of the Writers of the 
Old Teftament were real Prophetsy and, as Prophets y fpake 
in the Name of the Lord to Men ; and feem to me li¬ 
able to no Miftakes at all, «An thofe their Prophefies. But 
fome of the Writers of the Old, and all the Writers of 
the New Teftament, excepting St. Hemias y and St. jfohny 
were not Prophets ; they did not, properly fpeaking, 
prophecy , nor did they ufually fpeak in the Name of 
God to Men, as infpired by his Spirit. '1 hey profefs'd 
chiefly to give faithful Accounts of what Jefus Chrifl 
Preached, Delivered, and Ordained ; and of what Mira¬ 
cles he wrought: and to give the*like faithful Accounts 
of the Preaching aijd Miracles of certain of the Apoftles, 
in Confirmation of Chriftianity ; and this either as Eye 
and Ear-witnefles themfelves of the Particulars ; or as 
received from fuch as were Eye and Ear-witnefles : and 
all this with perfeft Integrity and Impartiality,, and to 
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the beft of their Knowledge, and Remembrance : which 
feems exa&ly true, as to all thofe facred Writers. To 
which Fidelity and Integrity of theirs, derived to them 
from more than Common Divine Affifiance, God frequently 
bear witnefs,by the extraordinary Gifts of his Holy Spirit 
communicated to them. But that this more than common 
Afliftancc advanced them to the Degree of Prophets , or 
Perfons abfolutely infallible in what they faid, thefe Wri¬ 
ters do never theipfelves affirm ; and the Nature and 
Language of their Narrations and Reafonings feem ra¬ 
ther to difclaim. Thofe therefore that, by endeavouring 
to find fome fmaller Miftakes of Circumftances in the 
Hagiographa y aim to ruin the Credit of their Authors ; 
while they are no way able to oppofe the principal 
important Fa&s themfeives related by them ; feem to me 
rather to (hew their ov/n Willies and Jnclinations to find 
fome flaw in them, than the real Weaknefs of the pro¬ 
per Evidences for Chrifiianity therein contained. Ex. 
gr. One main Queflion an honefl Enquirer into the 
Truth of the Gofpel Hiftory would defire to be refolv*d 
in, is this ; Not , Whether St. Luke miftook the extent of 
the Enrollmenty when Jefus of Nazareth was to be born ; *» 
or the Name of the Roman Prefident of Syria at that Luk. ii. 
time ; but whether there a&ually were not fuch an En- 8fc. 
rollmtnt in Judea at that time ; and whether Joftph and 
Mary were not thereupon obliged to remove from Na¬ 
zareth in Galileey to Bethlehem in Judea ; and whether, 
during that Removal, Jefus of Nazareth was not born in 
Bethlehem of Judea : the Place determined by the Prophet 
Micah for the Birth of the Mcffiah ? Thefe main Fa£U 
muft be publickly known in the Days of the Apoftles, Mlc ' v# 2 ' 
at Bethlebniy and in all Judea ; and c0uld not be miftaken 
by the facred Writers : I will add alfo, They were of 
that Importance to one that pretended to be the Jews 
Meffiah, that had they been publickly known to be falfe, 
when theChriftians fo openly affirmed them to be true, the 
Chriftians would not only have been put to open fhame, 
for Lying and Forgery, but their Religion would have 
been loon put.to open fhame, and openly exploded out 
of the World alfo. But then, How far that Enrollment 
extended beyond Judea ; or whether the Name of the 
Roman Prefident of Syria was Saturninus or Cyreniusy was 
not of equal confequence to be known, nor was it per¬ 
haps equally known by the Jews, above 60 Years after¬ 
ward, 
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ward) when the four Gofpels were written. And the 
Cafe is the very fame as to many other the like Difficul¬ 
ties) fo much mfifted on by Unbelievers again# the Au¬ 
thority of the New Teftamenr. Not that I think fuch 
Circumftances to be ufnaliy miftaken by the facred Wri¬ 
ters. On the contrary it appears to me, upon no fmaU 
Examination, that the Miftakes generally lie either 
in the Errors of our modern Copies, or in the Errors 
of oar modern Commentators. But I mean this; 
that Dato non Conceffo , In cafe feveral of thefe leffer Cir¬ 
cumftances be fuppofed to have been really miftaken by 
^ the facred Writers, they do very little affe& their Evi¬ 
dence for Chriftianity. Thus S tertullian, who feveral 
times mentions this Enrollment, feems never to have 
feen any Copies but with the Name of Sentius Satuminus ; 
Contr* wai certainly Prefident of Syria when our Saviour 

Aiarcion. was ^° rn 5 ncver ^ a 7 f a Word of Cyrenius , who is in 
jy * j * the other Copies, and was certainly Prefident of Syria 
# ** ^jiiae-oMen Years afterwards, when the firft Tax was 
' levied in Judea by the Romans ; and which Sentius Sa - 
imninus was perhaps not only Tertuilians, but the true 
original Reading here. But then, I fay, whether this 
Reading were Satuminus or Cyrenius , feems to me of no 
great moment as to the Truth of Chriftianity. Id fuch 
Cafes I cannot but admire the Judgment of Tbedtbyla8 y 
in his Proeome to the Gofpel of St. Matthew ; who having 
truly Obferv’d the ftrength of the Evidence for Chrifti¬ 
anity, from the plain Agreement of all the four Evan¬ 
gel ifh in the principal Fa&s of their Hiftories, though they 
wrote in different Places, and without confulting one 
with another, brings in this very Obje&ion, that they 
do not agree in atl Things . To which he makes this 
very wife and juft Anfwer ; * Confider, fays he , what 
4 things thev are, in which they do not agree : does one 
4 fay, Chrirf was bom, and another deny it 1 does one 
4 fay. He rofe from the Dead, and another deny it ? 
4 By no means. For they agree in the moft neceflary 
4 and principal Points. If therefore they do nor differ 
4 in the principal Matters, why doff thou wonder if they 
4 feem to differ in the fmalleft ? Nay rather, this is an 
4 Argument of their Truth ; that they do not agree in 
4 all things. For it would thenjbe fuppofed they had 
4 met together, and took common Meafures, when'they 
4 were to write. But it now appears, that what one 

4 omit- 
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* omitted, another fee down; and on that account they 
4 feem to differ in certain Particulars*. 

Pag. 409. lin. 22. add, thefe two Notes. N. B. Since 
we learn from thefe Teftaments of the XII Patriarchs, 
that the fore-runner of the Meffias’s fir ft Coming, was 
to be of the Tribe of Levi ; and by Malachi , that He was 
to be an Elias : or, as the Angel rightly explains that 
Appellation,. He was to come in the Spirit and Power of K- 
lias ; and, as our Saviour aflerts, He was an Elias that was 
to come ; fince He was alio to be no other than Malacbiy 
God* $ peculiar Angela or Mejfienger , i. e. both the iaft Pro¬ 
phet in Judea y of the Old, and the firft there, of the 
New Teftament: for the Prophet Efidrasy with the Sep- 
tuagint Interpreters, and the Primitive Chriftians agree, 
that Malachi is not a proper Name of a common Prophet, 
but, as the Word fignifies, My Angela or God*s Angel or 
Mejfenger y peculiarly fent down from Heaven, to prepare 
the Way, for the Reception of the Meffias. Nay, the fame 
Prophet, as I underftand him, gives us an Account who 
this Malachi bad been of old alfo; I mean, no other than 
Levi : who is here ftiled the Angel of the Lord of Hoftsy as 
are Malachi and John the Baptifi ; i. e. in the Words of 
the Teftimony of Levi y 1 One who ftoodnear to the Lord, 

* and was his Minifter, and Ihould declare his Myfteries 

* to Men, and fhould openly foretell the future Redemp- 

* tion of Ifirael* . Now Elijah the Tifbbite, no way appears 
to have been of the Tribe of Levi: he was no other 
than one of the Inhabitants of Gilead . All thefe things 
put together, feem to me to imply, that Leviy and Ma - 
lachiy and John the Baptifi y were all three one and the fame 
Perfon, appearing among the Jews, in different Ages of 
the World , tho* all of them different from Elijah the 
Tijbbite. But then, Becaufe Malachi alfo foretold, that 
before the fecond Advent of the Meffias, Elijah himfelf, 
Elijah the Tijbbite in the Septuaginty ihould alfo come. 
We ought not not to deny what our Saviour, and from 
him the primitive Chriftians, fo nnanimoufly affirmed; 
I mean, his futureComing before the fecond Ad vent of the 
Meffias, altho* John the Baptifi was, in fome Senfe, an Elias 
alfo. And, at the fame time that o^rSaviour call edjokn the 
Baptifiy an Elias that was to come t and was already come y and 
had already fingered what had been [in the Old Copies of 
Malachi] foretold concerning him : he diftin&ly owns a real 
Coming of Elijah the Tijbbite alfo, who had juft then ap¬ 
peared 
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pcared at his Transfiguration, *0 reflate all things , be¬ 
fore his fecojid Advent; or, in the Words of the Father of 
Sir achy from his uncorrupt Copy of Malachiy to re ft ore the 
*Tribes of Jacob: which moft certainly belongs not to the 
firft, but to the fecond Advent of the Meuiah. Nor is 
there any juft pretence for fuppofing that our Saviour’sDoc- 
trine, as if John the Baptifi was, in a proper Prophetick 
Senfe, an Etias y does contradiS the Baptij/s own Tefti- 
mony, that he was not the Perfon of Elijahy not the Per- 
fpn of Elijah the ‘Tijbbitey who was to come before the fe¬ 
cond Advent. For fo arc the Words in St. Mark: in 
KAI Ha/** iAWAt/ 06 , That an Elias was ALSO come al¬ 
ready, or. One different from that true Eliasy who had 
juft then appeared in Perfon, and was in Perfon to come* 
hereafter to reflore all ‘Thingiy and in particular torejfore the 
‘Tribes of Jacob ; I mean, at that Restoration of all things, of 
which, St. Peter allures us, God had fpoken by the Mouth of all - 
his holy Prophetjy Jince the World began. 

N. B. Since we have an exnpafirPfedi&ion in the Tefta- 
ment of Levi , that the Sfatof the MeJJiah Ihould arife in 
Heaven as cf a King y the Completion of which is related 
by St. Matthew in his fecond Chapter, and that almoft 
in Levi’s own Words; and fince the Appearance of that 
Star y and the Coming of the wife Men to Jerufalem there¬ 
upon, which is alfo related by St. Matthew in the fame 
Chapter, were equally owned by the firft Chriftians, with 
what is contain'd in the reft of his Gofpel ; ’fince all the 
Copies and MSS. of St. Matthew contain his two firft 
Chapters equally with the reft ; fince Ignatiy who long 
lived with the Apoftles, cites the firft Chapter ; and Ju - 
Jlin Martyr , who iiveci foon after the Apoftles, not only 
cites, but largely infifts on the Contents of the fecond 
Chapter ; and that in his Dialogue with a learned Jew, 
and without the leaft Contradi&ion from him as to the 
Truth of thofe Contents ; and fince we have the moft au- 
thentick Teftimony of Macrohius y or rather of Auguflus 
Cafar himfelf, preferved by Macrohius y to its principal 
Faft, the Slaughter of the Infants, Cum audiijjet Auguftus, 
inter pucros y quos in Syria Herodes Rex Judasorum httra 
bimatum jufjit interficiy filium quoque ejus occifum ait y Me¬ 
lius eft Herodes Porcum effe quam filium, Saturnaly II. 4. 

4 When Auguflus had heard, that among the Children, 

€ under two Years old, whom Herod , the King of the 
c Jews, had commanded to be (lain in Syria, his own 
# 4 Son 
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4 Son was alfo killed, he faid, *Tis better to be Herod'% 

4 Hog than his Son*; there is no room for Sufpicion 
as to the Authority of thofe Chapters. Nor is this ori¬ 
ginal Evidence of Auguftus confiderably weakened, as 
to its principal Fa&s, though we fhould fuppofe the 
Relator to have mifunderftood the Circumftance of the 
Age of Herod's Son that was then flain ; or thought he 
was, ftri&ly fpeaking, flain among thofe Infants ; tho* 
the Words do not fully aflert thofe things ; fince fuch 
Circumftances are frequently miftaken by later Hifto- 
rians, without the leaf! Impeachment of the principal 
Faffs themfelves : and is moft eafy to be fuppofed in the 
prefent Cafe : becaufe, as I have elfewhcre fliewn, He v 
rod's Son [ Antipater ] might well be flain the fame Harm, of 
Week, if not the fame Day with the Infants. Nor the tfLvan. 
is the Silence of Jofephus y as to the (laughter of the ?. 160. 
Infants, fo great an Obje&ion againft the Truth of the 
Faff, as is by fome fuppofed : fince He is not here our 
original Hiftorian, but Nicolaus Lamafcenus rather; the! 
known Favourite, and the known Flatterer of this Herod . 

Nor is it at all incredible, that fo bloody a King as Herod y 
who to all his other Barbarity, had added, the (Uughter 
of the High Priefts Arifiobulus , and Hyrcanus ; of his Wife 
Mariamne; of his Uncle Jofeph\ and of three of his own 
Sons Alexander y Arifiobulus , and Antipater ; fhould flay 
thefe Infants alfo of Bethlehem . Nor is there, that I fee, 
any morereafon to difpute the Genuinenefs of thefe two 
Chapters of St. Matthew , or the Truth of their Con¬ 
tents, than there is to difpute the Genuinenefs or Truth 
of the reft of St. Matthew's Gofpel. Nor, indeed, is there 
the leaft dire& ancient Evidence produced againft the 
Contents of thofe Chapters at all : Suppofing and WJbhtg 
are One Thing but Lemonflrating and Proving another, 

N. B. The ancient particular Citations out of this 
Book, that may confirm or correft our modern Copies, 
here follow ; taken from Barnabas y Clemens Alexandrinus y 
Ambrofe y and the Author of the Opus Imperfettum in Mat- 
th&um ; and that in their own Words. 

IIoT€ 7AV7A ; £ xfvpU K&plOf y 07AV §uAo V 

jcAiAm x) ctFar» x} ot av \k £v \k aiua i, Barnab. §. 12. 

4 Ejd. v. 5 .‘; 

A/a 71 ix, iyinro « (xn]pA m pwl?o; ws 7 dpoi y 'Wa 
( xii T0V N ™ x) roy N mtqv yws 

HepAnK 3 Clem . Alex • Strom • III. p . 4tf8. 4 Efd • V. 35 * 

Mir^ . 
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Mirabiliter, ait, Coronas efle fimilem ilium Judici) 
diem ; in quo, ficut non noviflimorum tarditas, fic non 
priorum velocitas. Ambrof. de Bono Mortis. 4 Efd. V. 42* 
Dicit enim Propheta E/dras , volens omnium Sanctorum 
nnam oftendere vocationem, fie nullam inter eas efle dif- 
ferentiam, temporis causa, dicit omnium San&orum nu- 
merum [ meritum ] efle quafi Coronam. Sicut enim in Co- 
ronl, cum (it rotunda, nihil invenies quod videatur efle 
initium, aut finis ; fic inter Sanftos, quantum ad tern- 
pus, in illo fcculo, nemo no vidimus dicitur, nemo pri¬ 
mus. Op. Imperfeft. in Matt . Horn . XXXIV. in Caice, 
4 Efd. V. 42. 

Illud quoque non reliquit occultum, eo quod fuperiores 
videantur qui ante geuerati funt, inferiores qui poftea ; 
comparavit enim utero mulieris partus hujus feculi ; 
quoniam fortiores funt qui in juventute virtutis nati funt, 
infirmiores qui tempore fene&utis. Defecit enim multi- 
tudine generations hoc feculum, tanquam vulva gene- 
rantis, fic tanquam fenefcens creatura robur juventutis fux, 
velut marcenti jam virium fuarum vigore, Deponit. «• 
53* 

Revelabitur enim, inqnit, Filins meusTefus, cum ijs 
qui cum eo jucundabuntur, qui reii&i funt, in annis 

-.400. Et erit pofl annos hos et morietur filius <meus 

Chriftus, fic convertetur Seculum. Ambrof. in Luc. ii. 
4 Efd. vii. 28, 2$. 

.Qtfi^Cum venerit Judicij dies, reddet terra Defun- 

Sorum Corpora, fic pulvis reddet eas qux in tumulis re- 
quiefcunt, reliquias mortuorum: et habitacula, [prompt 
tuariaf\ inquit, reddent animas, qux his commendatx 
funt: fic revelabitur Altiflimus fuper fedem Judicij. Am- 
brof.de Bono Mortis. 4 Efd . vii. 32, 33. 

Hxc eft, inquit, requies earum per feptem ordines, fic 
futurx glorix prima perfun&io, prius quam in fuis habi- 
tationibus quietx congregationis munere perfruantur. 
Ambrof. de Bono Mortis. 4 Efd . vii. 35. §. 80, ffi. 

Juftarum autem animarum per ordines quofdam digefta 
erit lxtitia. Primum quod vicerint carnem, nec iliecebris 
ejus inflexx fint. Ambrof. ubi prius. 4 Efd . vii. 35. §. 82. 

E Et ita deincepSy ex AnibroJio y ibidem .] 

Deindc, quod pro pretio fedulitatis fic innocenti* fux, 
fecuritate potiantur; nec quibufdam, ficut impiorum 
animx, erroribus 8c perturbationibus implicentur; atque 

vitiorum 
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vitiorum fuorum memorii torqueantur, & exagitentur 
quibufdam cur arum xftibus. §. 84. 

Tertio, quod fervatx a fe legis divino teftimonio ful- 
ciantur ; ut faftorum fuorum incertum fupremo judicio 
non vereantur eventum. $. 85. 

Quarto, quia incipiunt imeliigere requiem fuam 8c fu- 
tiiram fui gioriam prxvidere : eaq; fe confolatione mul- 
centis, in habitaculis fuis, cum magna tranquiilitate re- 
quiefcent, ftipatx prxfidijs Angelorum. $. 85. 

Quintus autem ordo, exultationis uberrimx habet fua- 
vitatem, quod ex hoc corrupcibilis corporis carcere, in 
lucem libertatemq; pervenerint; 8c repromiflam fibi pof- 
fideant hxreditatem. §. 88, 89. 

Hie ordo, inquit, animarum, qux funr jufiorum, quas 
etiam immortales non dubitavit dicere£ in quinto ordine : 
eo quod fpatium, inquit, incipiunt recipere, fruentes & 
immortales. $• 101. 93. 

Denique, fexto ordine demonftrabitnr ijs, quod vultus 
earum ncut fol incipiat refulgere, 8c ftellarum luminibus 
comparari; qui tamen fulgor earum corruptelam jam 
fentire non poffit. §. 94, 95. 

Septimus verb ordo is erir, ut exultent cum fidueia, 
& fine ulla cun&atione confidant, and fine trepidatione 
lxtentur ; fefiinantes vultum ejus.videre, cui fedulx 
fervitutis obfequia detulerunt: de quo inndxix confcien- 
tix recordatione, prxfumant gloriofam mercedem laboris 
exigui ; quam iocipientes recipere, cognoverunt indiguas 
effe hujus temporis pafliones quibus remunerationis xter- 
nx gloria tanta refertur. $. 90—100. 

Unde, ait Propheta ad Angelum, Ergo dabitur tempus 
animahns, poll quam feparatx fuerint de corporibus, ut 
videant ea quomodo dixifti ? Et dixit Angelus, Septem 
dies erit libertas earum, ut videanHn Septem diebus, qui 
prxdi&i funt fermones, 8c pofiea congregabuntur in ha- 
bitaculis fuis. §. 103, 104, 105. 

Haec ideo plenius de jufiorum ordinibus exprefla funt, 
quam de paftionibus impiorum ; quia melius eft cognof- 
cere quomodo innocentes falventur, quam quomodo cru~ 
demur flagitiofi. Ambrof. ibid. Vid. 4 Efd. ix. 13. 

Tu enim recipieries ab hominibus, & converfabcris 
refiduum cum Fiiio meo, 8c cum fimilibus tuix. Ambrof. 
ibid. 4 Efd. xiv. 9. 

Since, by the particular Favour of Mr. Clufius, 
Chaplain to the Embaffador of the King of Denmark, {for 

which 
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which I am greatly obliged to him.) I have juft now 
received the various Reddings of that Copy of this I Vth 
Book of Efdras, which is in the Library of St, Germans 
in Pratis near Paris, the Collations of which, tho* I fup- 
pofe fent long ago to Earonius in writing, feem never yet 
to have been printed, * I lhall here exhibit the Principal 
of them. Only with this Preliminary Obfervation, that 
jn this vulgar Latin Bible, the common Canonical Ezra 
is the I ft Book of Efdras • The Book of Nehemiah ftands 
next. The two firft Chapters of this IVth Book is the 
lid Book of Efdras . The firft Book of Apocryphal Efdras 
is the Illd Book, and the laft XIV Chapters of our IVth 
is the IVth Book of Efdras . 

4 Efd, 1 .1. The Word fecond is omitted, 
v. 13. For, in the beginning ,] the MS. reads, in a way 
not troden • 

Chap. II. I5» After gladnefs, it adds, like a Dove . 
v. 27. For, be not weary,] it reads, Be not concerned • 
v. 31. For, Jhew Mercy , it reads, -preach Mercy • 
v. 37* It reads, Gift of the Lord . 

Chap. III. i* It reads, I Salathiel, who am a}fo Efdras, 
was in Babylon. 

v. 8. For, did wonderful things, it reads, aSed in aUgje* 
v. 28. It reads, I faid then in my Heart, Are their Deeds, &c. 
v. 35, 3 6 . It reads thus: What People will fo keep thy 
• Commandments ? ‘Thou Jhalt find Men by their Names 

will keep thy Precepts \ but not a Nation. 

Chap. IV. 3 6 . Uriel is called only, An Angel. 

Chap. VIII. 5. It reads, And fjbalt Prophecy unwillingly. 
v. 19. It reads, Af ter he was taken up. 
v. 38. It reads, Either as to Death, or Judgment , or De¬ 
fir uBion. 

Chap. IX. 3. It adds, The Devices of Nations, the Incon - 
fiancy of Leaders , and the Diforder of Princes . 

Chap* X. 45,4tf.;It treads, for thirty years, three years, twice. 
Chap. XIII. fox,'Thousands of Heaven, it reads, Clouds 
of Heaven. 

Chap. XIV. 44. For, $04 Books, it reads, 94 Books . 

In fhort, this MS. better agrees with our Englifb Ver- 
ljon of the vulgar Latin, than with the prefent printed 
Copies of the vulgar Latin it felf: and fometimes agrees 
with the Arabick againft them both. 

London, May ^ 

29/^1727. 

FINIS. 
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